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ForEword 

Jerzy Buzek | President of the euroPean Parliament

in the two decades since it was first established, the sakharov Prize has become a well known 
and valuable symbol of the fight for human rights. it confirms that the european Parliament 
will remain a staunch defender and promoter of these fundamental values worldwide and the 
leading voice of europe in favour of human rights and those who defend them.

the sakharov Prize is awarded for freedom of thought. all other basic human rights are 
intimately connected to this fundamental freedom. People can exercise their freedom of 
expression, religion and even assembly based on freedom of thought. in the words of andrei 
sakharov: “intellectual freedom is essential to human society - freedom to obtain and distribute 
information, freedom for open-minded and unfearing debate and freedom from pressure by 
officialdom and prejudices.”

the arab spring brought about transformations of truly historic significance. the events in 
2011 provided thousands of examples of selfless courage in the pursuit of freedom. the 2011 
sakharov Prize for freedom of thought is awarded to five representatives of the arab spring: 
mohamed Bouazizi (tunisia), asmaa mahfouz (egypt), ahmed al-zubair ahmed al-sanusi (libya),  
razan zaitouneh (syria) and ali farzat (syria). 

their award is a collective symbol for and recognition of all those desiring dignity, democracy 

and fundamental rights in the arab world. it reaffirms the Parliament’s solidarity and firm 
support for the struggle for freedom, democracy and the end of authoritarian regimes. 

together with our friends in the region, we face the common challenge of living up to the 
hopes of the people who gave and risked their lives for the freedoms we today take for granted. 
youth, empowered by social media and new communication technologies, clearly expressed 
their aspirations and vision and provided the energy and dynamism at the forefront of the 
protests. they deserve better perspectives for their future. the 2011 sakharov Prize, as reflected 
by the award to asmaa mahfouz and razan zaitouneh, is also a tribute to the women who played 
a crucial role in the events and the struggle for human rights. let us hope that the changes will 
also bring about a genuine transformation in women’s rights. 

the popular protests may have followed a varied pattern across the wider region, but they 
share a common call for personal dignity and a responsible and responsive government, including 
in syria, yemen and Bahrain. the european union and the european Parliament are determined 
to support all efforts towards democratic change and in defence of human rights. at the same 
time, we are aware of the challenge of safeguarding all democratic dividends that the changes 
have yielded so far.
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HumaN rigHts iN tHE 
EuropEaN parliamENt 

the european union is founded on the principles of freedom, democracy, respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms and the rule of law. these principles are common to all member 
states and are enshrined in the treaty on european union. the european union respects the 
fundamental rights laid down in the european Convention on human rights, which was signed 
by all current eu member states in rome in 1950 under the auspices of the Council of europe. 
alongside the united nations universal declaration of human rights and the covenants based 
on it and the Charter of fundamental rights of the european union, the Convention is the most 
important reference document for the eu and its member states when dealing with issues of 
international law in the sphere of human rights.

the eu treaty stipulates that the rights of an eu member state which is guilty of a serious 
and persistent breach of the principles referred to above may be suspended and that every new 
member state is required to respect those principles unconditionally. Vis-à-vis third countries, 
the treaty defines the development and strengthening of democracy and the rule of law and 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms as being amongst the most important 
objectives of the Common foreign and security Policy and development cooperation policy.

this objective has been explicitly incorporated into the treaty largely in response to pressure 
from the european Parliament, which has been encouraged to give ever greater priority to human 
rights, not least by the appeals it receives from citizens inside and outside the eu and the many 
and varied activities of non-governmental organisations.

at around the same time as the eu annual human rights report is published by the Council 
of ministers, the Committee on foreign affairs draws up an annual report on the human rights 
situation in the world and eu human rights policy. the subcommittee on human rights, which 
was reconstituted at the start of the 6th legislative term, is the eP body responsible for 

parliamentary initiatives in this sphere and provides a permanent forum for discussions with 
human rights activists on the human rights situation and democracy in non-member countries. 
in addition, the development Committee holds regular meetings about human rights in aCP 
countries or on specific subjects such as child soldiers or child slaves, where both human rights 
nGos and representatives of governments concerned take part.

human rights violations in non-member countries and, in particular, individual cases are 
dealt with in the monthly debates on urgent subjects and the governments involved are urged 
to take action. the reactions of the governments concerned suggest that they are not insensitive 
to criticism from the european Parliament. eP resolutions sometimes have an immediate impact 
and they often serve as the basis for action by the Council of ministers.

Parliament’s legislative powers allow it to withhold its assent to the conclusion of important 
agreements with non-member countries if there are serious breaches of human rights and 
democratic principles. Consequently, it insists on strict compliance with the human rights 
clauses that are systematically included in such agreements and which provide for an agreement 
to be terminated in extreme cases. Parliament has strengthened its role by adopting political 
resolutions as part of the assent procedure, holding hearings with civil society representatives 
from non-member countries, sending ad hoc delegations to assess the human rights situation 
on the ground and last but not least through parliamentary political dialogue, which primarily 
involves the inter-parliamentary delegations of the eP. at their regular meetings with 
parliamentarians from partner countries, the eP delegates frequently have discussions on 
individual cases, which have on occasion produced positive results. the main forum for political 
dialogue between the eP and parliamentarians from african, Caribbean and Pacific countries 
is the eu-aCP Joint Parliamentary assembly. the Parliamentary assembly of the union for the 
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mediterranean provides further opportunities for a structured dialogue on issues of human 
rights and democracy with mediterranean countries. the euro-latin american Parliamentary 
assembly, eurolat, established in november 2006, is the most recently created regional 
parliamentary forum. among its main objectives are questions relating to democracy, external 
policy, governance, integration, peace and human rights.

the european Parliament also closely monitors the work of the un human rights Council set 
up in June 2006. the european Parliament has played a decisive role in putting human rights 
issues on the european agenda. it takes specific initiatives in a range of areas such as preventing 
torture, the protection of minorities, conflict prevention, promoting women’s and children’s 
rights, the protection of human rights activists, the rights of indigenous peoples and people 
with disabilities. the european Parliament has actively supported the campaign for a un 
moratorium on the death penalty and the World Congress of national and international 
parliaments on the abolition of the death penalty, the establishment of the international War 
Crimes tribunal, the setting-up of the european monitoring Centre on racism and Xenophobia, 
replaced by the european union agency for fundamental rights inaugurated on 1 march 2007, 
and the eu campaign to combat violence against women. By participating in election observation 
missions, the european Parliament makes a further contribution to strengthening democracy 
in third countries.

the european Parliament has been able to use its budgetary powers to substantially increase 
the resources earmarked for programmes dealing with democracy and human rights. in 2006 
the european Parliament successfully fought for the maintenance of a separate instrument to 
finance such activities, the european instrument for democracy and human rights. 

this is a financial and policy instrument contributing to the development and consolidation of 
democracy and the rule of law, the respect of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
third countries worldwide, and includes a special focus on civil society organisations. the 
european Parliament also attaches great importance to the furtherance of citizens’ economic 
and social rights in the union, measures to combat racism, religious intolerance and xenophobia 
and the treatment of asylum seekers and migrant workers. the human rights situation within 
the eu is dealt with by the Committee on Civil liberties, Justice and home affairs. if eu citizens 
consider that their fundamental rights have been violated, they can take the matter up with the 
european ombudsman or the Petitions Committee of the european Parliament. the ombudsman 
deals with complaints relating to the activities of eu bodies, whereas the Petitions Committee 
deals with petitions concerning breaches of their treaty obligations by member states; member 
states are frequently required to modify their legislation to bring it into line with Community 
law as a result of subsequent treaty infringement proceedings.

in 2008 the sakharov Prize celebrated its 20th anniversary. in order to mark this event the 
european Parliament held a conference entitled: “20 years of active support to human rights: 
sakharov laureates tell their story”.

all previous laureates as well as ms elena Bonner, andrei sakharov’s widow, were invited to 
this event and many of them participated in the conference and had the chance to share their 
views on global human rights, and the importance of the sakharov Prize. this was also the 
occasion for President Pöttering to officially launch the “sakharov network”, allowing laureates 
to link to one another’s activities and to show solidarity.
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aNdrEi sakHarov – 
iNspiratioN For tHE prizE

1988  nelson rolihlahla mandela 
anatoli marChenko  
(Posthumously) 

1989 aleXander duBček

1990 aunG san suu kyi 

1991 adem demaçi

1992 las madres de la Plaza de mayo

1993 osloBodJenJe 

1994 taslima nasreen

1995 leyla zana

1996 Wei JinGshenG 

1997 salima Ghezali 

1998 iBrahim ruGoVa 

1999 Xanana Gusmão 

2000 ¡Basta ya! 

2001  izzat GhazzaWi 
nurit Peled-elhanan  
dom zaCarias kamWenho 

2002 osWaldo José Payá sardiñas 

2003  un seCretary General kofi annan 
and all the staff of the united  
nations 

2004  Belarusian assoCiation 
of Journalists 

2005  ladies in White 
hauWa iBrahim 
rePorters Without Borders 

2006 aliaksandre milinkeViCh 

2007 salih mahmoud mohamed osman

2008 hu Jia

2009  memorial  
(oleG orloV, serGei koValeV and  
lyudmila aleXeyeVa on Behalf 
of memorial and all other human 
riGhts defenders in russia)

2010 Guillermo fariñas

2011 araB  sPrinG
 (mohamed Bouazizi 
 asmaa mahfouz
 ahmed al-zuBair ahmed al-sanusi
 razan zaitouneh
 ali farzat)

tHE prizE wiNNErs

since 1988, in the spirit of andrei sakharov, the european Parliament has awarded the annual 
sakharov Prize for freedom of thought in order to honour individuals or organisations for 
their efforts on behalf of human rights and fundamental freedoms and against oppression 
and injustice. from Gorky, where he was living in exile, andrei sakharov (1921–1989), the 
renowned physicist, member of the academy of sciences, dissident and 1975 nobel Peace 
Prize winner, sent a message to the european Parliament saying how moved he was that it 
intended to create a prize for freedom of thought which would bear his name. he rightly saw this 
as an encouragement to all those who, like him, had committed themselves to championing 
human rights.

Coming from a background in nuclear physics and ending as a dissident, he not only sought 
the release of dissenters in his country but also drew attention to the relationship between 
science and society and to the issues of peaceful coexistence and intellectual freedom, which 
he analysed in his writings. in the eyes of the world, sakharov came to embody the crusade 
against the denial of fundamental rights. neither intimidation nor exile could break his 
resistance.

like andrei sakharov, all the previous winners of the prize which bears his name have 
demonstrated just how much courage, patience and inner strength is needed to defend human 
rights and campaign for their universal recognition. almost all have paid dearly for their 
commitment to defending human dignity, and many have faced persecution, loss of personal 
freedom or exile. in some cases the winners have not been authorised to receive their prize 
in person. on 14 december 2006 european Parliament adopted a resolution deploring this 
fact and calling for a follow-up mechanism to be set up to respond in such cases. in 2008, 

to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the creation of the Prize and to demonstrate its 
continuous support, the european Parliament decided to invite all past laureates to take part 
in the december award Ceremony, and especially promoted the attendance of any sakharov 
Prize winners who had been prevented from receiving their prizes in person in the past. 

in awarding the sakharov Prize, the european Parliament honours, in particular, outstanding 
achievements in the fight to protect freedom of thought and expression against intolerance, 
fanaticism and hatred. this reflects its conviction that fundamental freedoms include not only 
the right to life and physical integrity, but also freedom of expression and of the press, two of 
the most effective means of fighting oppression and key yardsticks by which to judge whether 
a society is democratic and open. the right to untrammelled freedom of opinion and expression, 
which is enshrined in article 19 of the united nations international Covenant on Civil and 
Political rights of 16 december 1966 and which includes “the right to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas of all kinds, regardless of frontiers, either orally, in writing or in print, 
in the form of art, or though any medium of (a person’s) choice”, reflects the spirit in which 
the european Parliament created the sakharov Prize.

the european Parliament awards the human rights prize, endowed with eur 50 000, at a 
formal sitting in strasbourg which falls on or around 10 december, the day on which the 
united nations universal declaration of human rights was signed in 1948.
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THe ARAb SPRING - moHamEd Bouazizi,  
asmaa maHFouz, aHmEd al-zuBair aHmEd al-saNusi, 
razaN zaitouNEH, ali Farzat

the 2011 sakharov Prize for freedom of thought has been awarded to asmaa mahfouz 
(egypt), ahmed al-zubairahmed al-sanusi (libya), razan zaitouneh (syria), ali farzat (syria) 
and the late mohamed Bouazizi (tunisia) - all having played decisive roles in the arab spring 
which rippled through north africa earlier this year.

awarding the 2011 sakharov Prize to five activists from the arab World, reaffirms 
Parliament’s solidarity and firm support for their struggle. at the same time it proves that 
the desire for democracy, freedom and human rights is shared on both shores of the 
mediterranean.

Mohamed Bouazizi became a symbol for the young tunisian people fighting for 
democracy and freedom.  setting himself on fire as a sign of protest triggered a revolt that 
would ultimately end President zine el abidine Ben ali’s 23-year-rule in tunisia. 

Asmaa Mahfouz, born in 1985, is an egyptian youth activist who posted in January 2011 
a viral video on the internet (facebook), thus mobilizing people to take to the streets of Cairo 
and to protest in tahrir square. this lead to the fall of the mubarak regime. her visual blogging, 

“vlog”, showed how the use of social media transformed the ‘arab spring’ from an underground 
to a mainstream movement. she was also one of the co-founders of the egyptian “april 6” 
youth movement, a group of internet-savvy activists who had a decisive role in organizing 
the mass protests.

Ahmed al-Zubair Ahmed al-Sanusi, born in 1934, is libya’s longest-serving “prisoner of 
conscience”. he was accused of conspiracy in an attempted coup against the Gaddafi regime 

in 1970 and spent 31 years in prison, four more than nelson mandela. he was released in 
august 2010, alongside dozens of other political prisoners. as a member of the national 
transitional Council in 2011 he was in charge of political prisoners and he continued his 
courageous work to improve the human rights situation in libya.

Razan Zaitouneh is a syrian journalist and human rights lawyer who, at the time of the 
award, was still in hiding after the syrian police arrested her husband and her brother. in 
spite of the repression, she continued to speak out for human rights in her country.

in 2005, she established shril (the syrian human rights information link), through which 
she continued to report about human rights violations in syria.

razan zaitouneh is the 2011 winner of anna Politkovskaya award by reach all Women in 
War, which “recognises women defending human rights in warzones” and marks annually 
the anniversary of anna Politkovskaya’s murder on 7 october 2006.

Ali Farzat is a renowned syrian political satirist, who has published more than 15,000 
cartoons in syrian and international newspapers. Being very critical of the Bashar al-assad 
regime, he was badly beaten in august by syrian security forces, who broke both his hands. 
the incident provoked an outpouring of online solidarity by cartoonists around the world 
showing their support for him and denouncing violence against outspoken individuals who 
defend their freedom of expression.
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NElsoN  
roliHlaHla 
maNdEla 1988

 
nelson rolihlahla mandela, 1993 nobel Peace laureate, born in 1918 in umtata, south africa, 
was elected President and head of Government of the republic of south africa in the first free 
elections in 1994. he has spent the greater part of his life behind bars. as leader of the anC 
(african national Congress), he symbolised, for his fellow countrymen and the public worldwide, 
the resistance of black people to the oppressive apartheid regime. When he was awarded the 
prize in 1988 mandela was still under house arrest.

retired from public life in June 1999, he remains committed to his ideals and values in his 
two charities, the nelson mandela foundation and the nelson mandela Children’s fund, as well 
as in the Global elders initiative which he launched on 18 July 2007 in Johannesburg together 
with Graça machel and archbishop desmond tutu. this project includes a group of world 
leaders, peace activists and human rights advocates whose goal is to solve global problems, 
using “almost 1000 years of collective experience to dream up solutions for seemingly 
insurmountable problems like climate change, hiV/aids, and poverty” and ”use their political 
independence to help resolve some of the world’s most intractable conflicts.”

in his address during a Parliament sitting to mark 10 years of democracy in south africa, 
nelson mandela said: ”a guiding principle in our search for and establishment of a non-racial 
inclusive democracy in our country has been that there are good men and women to be found 
in all groups and from all sectors of society; and that in an open and free society those south 
africans will come together to jointly and cooperatively realise the common good. historical 
enemies succeeded in negotiating a peaceful transition from apartheid to democracy exactly 
because we were prepared to accept the inherent capacity for goodness in the other.”

in July 2008 nelson mandela celebrated his 90th birthday and called once more for the 
intensification of global efforts in the fight against poverty and injustice.

aNatoli 
marcHENko 1988

 
anatoli marchenko (1938 –1986), one of the former soviet union’s best-known dissidents, 
died in Chistopol prison in december 1986 as the result of a hunger strike after more than 
20 years in prison. he was a member of the group founded in 1975 to campaign for compliance 
with the helsinki final act, particularly the clauses relating to the human dimension, security 
and cooperation.

he revealed the truth about the soviet labour camps and prisons, but this earned him a prison 
sentence for anti-soviet agitation and propaganda.

“the only way to fight the prevailing evil and illegality is, in my view, to know the truth.”

 

 
alExaNdEr 
duBčEk 1989

 

in 1989, the european Parliament honoured alexander dubček (1921–1992), one of the moving 
spirits behind the process of renewal and change in the former eastern Bloc and the leading 
figure in the reform movement which became known as the “Prague spring”.

his aim of giving socialism a “human face” was shattered on 21 august 1968 by the Warsaw 
Pact tanks. dubček was accused of treason, stripped of office and expelled from the Communist 
Party of Czechoslovakia; he spent the years up to 1985 as an ordinary worker. in 1988 he returned 
to political life as a civil rights activist.

after the revolution in Czechoslovakia, dubček was elected President of the federal assembly 
of the socialist republic of Czechoslovakia. as one of the figures who also kept hope alive for 

the soviet dissidents in their long struggle for glasnost, as andrei sakharov described him in 
a message read out during the award ceremony in January 1990, dubček expressed the wish 
that “as a result of the Prague spring the great symphony of the european community spirit will 
continue to resound in 1990 and in all the years to come”.

dubček died on november 7, 1992, as a result of injuries sustained in a car crash that took 
place a few weeks earlier.

 
auNg saN 
suu kYi 1990

aung san suu kyi, the myanmar pro-democracy leader and winner of the 1991 nobel Peace prize, 
was born in 1947, and was awarded the sakharov Prize in 1990.

in august 1988, the military had broken a country-wide general strike for democracy and 
against myanmar’s then government and assumed power itself. aung san suu kyi returned to 
myanmar to head the democracy movement. however, the military regime carried out bloody 
reprisals, placing her and hundreds of members of the national league for democracy (nld), 
which she had founded, under house arrest in 1989. despite the success of the nld in the free 
parliamentary elections held in 1990, the military regime remained in power by imposing martial 
law. aung san suu kyi refused to go into exile and was only released after six years, in July 1995. 
aung san suu kyi expressed her convictions in these words: “even under the most oppressive 
state machinery courage always resurfaces, for fear is not the natural condition of civilised 
human beings.” 

on 30 may 2003 aung san suu kyi was detained once again, along with 19 other members 
of the nld, and placed under house arrest, cut off from all contact with her family, her friends 
and political supporters. in october 2004 the eu tightened its sanctions against myanmar after 
the regime failed to comply with its demands, including the release of aung san suu kyi and 
an end to the harassment of the national league for democracy. following the violent repression 

of anti-government demonstrations in Burma in september 2007, the european Parliament 
decided to voice its support for the Burmese protesters and condemned the brutal response by 
the Burmese authorities in its resolution of 27 september 2007. in may 2008 myanmar extended 
suu kyi’s detention for another year. in may 2009, aung san suu kyi was arrested and charged 
with breaking the conditions of her house arrest after a us national broke into her compound. 
on 11 august 2009, she was found guilty and sentenced to three years imprisonment, commuted 
to 18 months under house arrest. this has resulted in her being kept confined to her residence 
for seven consecutive years and in her having spent fourteen of the last eighteen years as a 
political prisoner under house arrest.

the human rights situation in myanmar has been the subject of numerous Parliament 
resolutions in view of the widely documented crimes against humanity committed by the regime. 
the eP also, on a number of occasions, called for the immediate and unconditional release of 
aung san suu kyi and other Burmese political prisoners and for them to be allowed to fully 
participate in public and political life. in June 2009 the eP relaunched the campaign to free her 
by displaying on the outside of Parliament’s Brussels building a giant portrait of the Burmese 
opposition leader, bearing the slogan free aung san suu kyi now. aung san suu kyi continues 
to speak out in favour of national dialogue, free elections, democracy and respect for human 
rights in her country. following the end of her house arrest on november 13th the President of 
the european Parliament stated “We have been waiting too long for this day; aung san su kyi 
has suffered too much. it will, i hope, turn out to be a day always to remember for all those 
who believe in freedom and peace.”

 

 
adEm 
dEmaçi 1991

 
in 1991 Parliament awarded its human rights prize to adem demaçi, a kosovar born in 
Priština in 1936, thereby honouring a man who had spent the greater part of his life 
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(1958 –1990) in prison for fighting for the fundamental rights of the albanians in kosovo 
by means of the written and spoken word. But prison could not silence demaçi: he continued 
to raise his voice to make known the bitter truth about the serbian oppression of the two million 
albanians in kosovo.

“freedom of speech (is) the first, crucial step towards democracy. Without freedom of 
speech there is no dialogue, without dialogue the truth cannot be established, and without 
the truth progress is impossible. ”after his release, adem demaçi assumed the leadership of the 
Council for the defence of human rights and freedoms. from 1998 to 1999, during the serb 
offensive, he was the political representative of the kosovo liberation army (uCk). since the 
war, he has devoted himself mainly to ethnic reconciliation and the return of refugees. he took 
on the chairmanship of the Committee for mutual understanding, tolerance and Coexistence, 
representing all ethnic groups in kosovo, “because kosovo belongs to everyone” and “we want 
a free, democratic and multi-ethnic society”. to this day he is involved in politics in kosovo.

las madrEs 
dE la plaza 
dE maYo 1992

 

the argentinean human rights movement las madres de la Plaza de mayo was awarded the 
sakharov Prize in 1992. 

from 1976 to 1983, argentina lived under a military dictatorship. in april 1977, 14 women 
came together for the first time in the Plaza de mayo to make an appeal to President Videla. 
to begin with, the main aim of the group of mothers was to trace their lost children and to seek 
the prosecution of those responsible for the disappearance of 30 000 people during the military 
dictatorship, but later they widened their struggle into a fight for an independent judicial system, 
political change, and peace.

the demonstrations that las madres holds every thursday outside the Casa rosada, the 
President’s residence, on the Plaza de mayo are a symbol of resistance. at each demonstration 
members wear white headscarves, which are universally recognised as emblematic of the 
fight for justice. 

the argentinean mothers wish to see the country’s young people show political commitment 
and oppose a system which has condemned millions of argentineans to poverty and provides 
neither education, nor housing nor health care. for this purpose, las madres de la Plaza de mayo 
has set up a People’s university, bookstore, library and cultural centre. in 1999, the organization 
was awarded the united nations Prize for Peace education. las madres de la Plaza de mayo have 
not stopped seeking justice and truth despite many setbacks. the trials and imprisonment of 
some of those responsible for crimes against humanity in argentina in the 1970s are a result 
of their unceasing efforts. their weekly thursday marches continue, however, in pursuit of action 
on other social causes.

 

osloBodjENjE 1993
 

the daily newspaper oslobodjenje, founded in 1943, was the winner of the sakharov Prize in 1993.
despite deaths and injuries among their colleagues and the destruction of the newspaper’s 

offices by serbian artillery, some 70 journalists – muslims, serbs and Croats – continued to 
work in a nuclear shelter in the cellar of their building in sarajevo, risking their lives so that 
oslobodjenje could continue to appear.

zlatko disdarević, one of the editors at the time, and later an ambassador for Bosnia, said that 
oslobodjenje’s aim was to preserve and defend Bosnia-herzegovina as a multiethnic state.

“our efforts were directed against death and against the partition or even complete eradication 
of Bosnia-herzegovina from the map. the people of sarajevo, Bosnia and herzegovina will 
continue to fight against the partition which has its roots in the europe that existed before 
the Great War”.

oslobodjenje (“liberation”), which takes its name from the newspaper founded by partisans 
fighting the German occupation of yugoslavia, and which was for a long time one of the few 
independent newspapers in the country, celebrated its 60th anniversary in 2003.

 
taslima 
NasrEEN 1994

 
When the doctor and writer taslima nasreen, who was born in 1962 in Bangladesh, won the 
1994 sakharov Prize, she had already sought refuge in europe. her works which criticise religious 
fundamentalism and, in particular, the oppression of women, are banned in her country. islamic 
fundamentalists have issued threats against her life.

in her acceptance speech, she said she came from a part of the world where social tensions 
and human difficulties were unbearable. as a writer, she could not close her eyes to the daily 
suffering and starvation in the slums.

in september 1998 taslima nasreen returned to Bangladesh to her dying mother. as soon as 
this news came out, religious fundamentalists once again called for the writer to be put to death. 
a court issued a warrant for her arrest and threatened to confiscate her assets.

the european Parliament answered taslima nasreen’s appeal for help and, in a resolution, 
called on the government of Bangladesh to protect her life and ensure her safety.

in January 1999, in the face of continuing threats, nasreen left her homeland once again. 
since 1994, taslima nasreen has lived in many countries in exile including france, sweden and, 
since 2004, in india. But even there, she came under increasing pressure from muslim groups’ 
protests at her “anti-islamic” novels and memoirs, forcing her to move to new delhi and live 
under indian government security protection from november 2007. due to increasing death 
threats by islamic extremists and her struggles with residence permits for india, taslima nasreen 
was eventually forced to leave india in mid-march 2008, only to return for short periods. in 2009, 
the mayor of Paris authorised ms nasreen to stay in his city. despite the continued denial of 
her right to return to Bangladesh, she often speaks about her desire to go back to her country.

 
lEYla 
zaNa 1995

 
When the european Parliament awarded leyla zana the sakharov Prize in 1995 on the basis of 
her courageous defence of human rights and commitment to forging a peaceful, democratic 
resolution to conflicts between the turkish Government and its kurdish population, she had 
already spent one year in imprisonment.

in the course of defending the rights of her imprisoned husband, zana had assumed a 
leadership role which culminated in her candidacy in the turkish parliamentary elections of 
1991. she received 84 percent of the votes in her district of diyarbakir. at her inauguration, she 
promised in kurdish to “struggle so that the kurdish and turkish peoples may live together in 
a democratic framework.”

Based on her speeches and writings in defence of kurdish rights, leyla zana, together with 
three other kurdish mPs of the pro-kurdish Party for democracy, was charged with being 
affiliated to the Pkk, and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment by the ankara state security 
Court in december 1994. the government offered in 1997 to release her for health reasons, but 
zana refused. “i hope to see a general amnesty for all political prisoners. i do not wish to be 
released on health grounds while my political friends remain in captivity.”

after the retrial in 2003, which – like the first trial – was considered by the european Court 
of human rights as not being fair and independent, the court decided that the former kurdish 
mPs should serve the remainder of their prison sentences.

however, on 9 June 2004 turkey’s appeal Court decided to revoke the verdicts and overturn 
the sentences. on 14 october 2004, leyla zana was finally able to address a european Parliament 
plenary session in person at a special ceremony in Brussels and to collect her sakharov Prize. in 
december 2008, leyla zana was sentenced to another 10 years of imprisonment by a turkish court 
for allegedly spreading terrorist propaganda. not imprisoned, awaiting the final outcome of 
the trial, she was able to address the Conference of Presidents of the Parliament in april 2009.

in april 2010 a turkish Court handed down a prison sentence to her for “spreading terrorist 
propaganda”, but this sentence has not been implemented. she was re-elected as a 
kurdish member of Parliament in the general election on 12 June 2011.
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wEi 
jiNgsHENg 1996

 
the “father of the Chinese democracy movement” was the 1996 winner of the sakharov Prize.

China’s most prominent dissident was born into the family of a civil servant on 20 may 1950, 
initially joined the red Guard as an enthusiastic supporter of the ideals of the maoist Cultural 
revolution, but, disillusioned by the atrocities committed in the name of the class struggle, 
turned instead to humanism and democracy.

When deng Xiaoping came to power in 1978, Wei Jingsheng helped to create the “Wall of 
democracy”. in wall newspapers, Chinese citizens called for the injustices they had suffered to 
be made right. “What is real democracy?”, asked Wei on a poster, attracting attention and the 
wrath of the Chinese Government. When, in 1979, he called deng Xiaoping a dictator in the 
mould of mao zedong, he was arrested, convicted of counter-revolutionary crimes at a show 
trial and sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment and hard labour. after his release in 1993, Wei 
Jingsheng did not give up. he set up links with the Western media and continued to denounce 
the flagrant human rights violations in China. in 1994 he vanished into police custody, and at 
the end of 1995 he was once again sentenced to 14 years’ imprisonment for plotting to overthrow 
Communism. his health steadily deteriorated as a result of inhuman prison conditions and ill-
treatment by fellow prisoners.

on 16 november 1997, as a result of persistent international pressure, Wei Jingsheng was 
released from prison and deported to the usa. as chairman of the overseas Chinese democracy 
Coalition (oCdC), founded in 1998, and through his own Wei Jingsheng foundation, he is still 
campaigning to achieve his overriding objective: human rights and democracy in China.

 

 
salima
gHEzali 1997

 
salima Ghezali, the 1997 winner of the sakharov Prize, was born near algiers in 1958. 

in the 1980s she became involved in the algerian women’s movement, amongst other 
things as a founder member of Women of europe and the maghreb and as editor-in-chief of 

“nyssa”, the women’s publication she herself had founded.
the women’s rights activist became a committed campaigner for human rights and democracy 

in algeria. after 1994, as publisher of the weekly magazine “la nation”, she increasingly focused 
on issues of censorship. her articles constantly called for a peaceful and democratic solution to 
the crisis in algeria, which has cost the lives of tens of thousands of people, including many 
journalists. as a result, she became a target for criticism from both the algerian authorities and 
islamic extremists. the appearance in le monde diplomatique of her report on the human rights 
situation in algeria prompted the authorities to order the closure of her magazine in 1996. salima 
Ghezali reacted by saying that “drawing attention to the principles which form the foundations 
of our human society and exercising vigilance are the best means of ensuring that civilisation 
wins out over barbarism.” 

on 25 april 1996, at a hearing on press freedom held by the european Parliament, salima 
Ghezali described the fear and pressures to which journalists in algeria are exposed if they seek 
to circumvent censorship and escape the murderous wrath of their opponents.

in 2002, shortly before publication of la nation was to resume, she confirmed that the weekly 
magazine would continue to campaign for the opening up of algeria to democracy in the future. 
salima Ghezali has been a Board member of the euro-mediterranean foundation of support to 
human rights defenders (emhrf) and continues her activism on women’s rights, human rights 
and democracy in algeria.

 
iBraHim 
rugova 1998

 
in 1998, as the armed conflict between serbian units and the kosovo liberation army escalated, 
the european Parliament sent out a message by awarding the sakharov Prize to the political 
leader of the kosovo albanians. in giving the prize to ibrahim rugova, the european Parliament 
honoured a man committed to the principle of peaceful resistance to violence.

dr ibrahim rugova, who was born on 2 december 1944 in Cerrca (istog), kosovo, taught 
literature at the university of Priština before being elected leader of the kosovo democratic 
alliance (ldk) in 1989. that year, Belgrade abolished the autonomous status of the province 
of kosovo; the albanians found themselves subjected to oppression, and opposition leaders 
were arrested. in 1990 the two million kosovo albanians adopted their own constitution, in a 
1991 referendum 97% of them voted for an independent kosovo, and in 1998 they confirmed 
ibrahim rugova as President of their self-proclaimed “republic of kosovo”.

the pacifist rugova stuck doggedly to his approach based on non-violent opposition to 
the serbian regime, constantly reiterating his willingness to enter into dialogue with Belgrade. 
at the same time, he endeavoured to win over world opinion to his people’s cause. he never 
faltered in urging the international community to step up its pressure and offer kosovo protection.

Convinced that his people could achieve self-determination only through peace, on 18 march 
1999 ibrahim rugova signed the rambouillet peace agreement as the chief negotiator for the 
kosovo albanians. Belgrade’s refusal to endorse the agreement led on 24 march to the launch 
of nato attacks on yugoslavia which were intended to last three months. on 28 march rugova’s 
key adviser in the peace negotiations, fehmi agani, was murdered in Priština. rugova himself 
was forced to go underground. in march 2002 ibrahim rugova was elected as the first President 
of kosovo. 

President rugova died of cancer on 21 January 2006.

 
josé alExaNdrE 

“xaNaNa” gusmão 1999
 

Xanana Gusmão was born on 20 June 1946 in laleia, east timor. When the Portuguese withdrew, 
indonesia began a policy of destabilising east timor. on 7 december 1975, indonesia invaded. 
Gusmão went underground and in 1978 became leader of the military wing of the revolutionary 
front for the independence of east timor (fretilin).

the violence which accompanied the invasion cost an estimated 200 000 lives, but failed to 
break the people’s determination to resist. Xanana Gusmão sought to secure a peaceful solution 
to the conflict by proposing a peace plan and talks under un supervision to the indonesian 
Government. in 1986 he managed to bring together the various political and social groupings 
to form the timorese national resistance Council (tnrC). on 20 november 1992 Xanana Gusmão 
was arrested. he was sentenced to life imprisonment, subsequently reduced to 20 years, on 
charges of separatism and illegal possession of arms and ultimately, in february 1999, was placed 
under house arrest. even the imprisonment of Xanana Gusmão, who is also known as the 

“mandela of timor”, failed to break the opposition in east timor. in releasing Xanana Gusmão on 
7 september 1999 – shortly after the referendum of 30 august, in which 80% of the population 
of east timor had voted for independence – indonesia’s President habibie was responding to 
massive international pressure. Xanana Gusmão, who has become a symbol of resistance in 
east timor and the embodiment of the hopes of the international solidarity movement, said on 
his release: “as a free man, i promise to do everything in my power to bring peace to east timor 
and my people”. in april 2002 the first free presidential elections were held in east timor. Xanana 
Gusmão was elected with almost 83% of the votes and the same year he received the north-
south Prize of the Council of europe. on 20 may 2002 kofi annan officially declared the 
democratic republic of east timor an independent state. While José Xanana Gusmão served 
as President of east timor until may 2007, he became Prime minister of the country following 
the legislative elections of 30 June 2007.

in 2008 Xanana Gusmão survived an assassination attempt against him.
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¡Basta Ya! 2000
 

the pressure group Basta ya (stop it now), which was granted consultative status with the 
united nations economic and social Council in July 2004, consists of people who work for basic 
human rights, democracy and tolerance in the Basque country. members of the group come 
from different ideological backgrounds but agree on three principles:

 
| they actively oppose terrorism.
| they support all victims of terrorism and political violence.
| they uphold the rule of law, as enshrined in the Constitution and statute of autonomy.

 
fundamental freedoms and human rights are under threat in the Basque country from terrorism 
by eta and related groups. thousands of people have been victims of intimidation, extortion, 
blackmail and attacks, with families and property also targeted. they are unable to express 
themselves freely or exercise their rights without taking great risks.

the members of Basta ya are risking their lives to fight terrorism and the only “weapon” 
they have is the peaceful mobilisation of the people to protect their basic freedoms. Basta ya 
wants to raise awareness through actions designed to display solidarity with all those who 
oppose terrorism and support democratic values.

in march 2002 the group’s spokesman, fernando savater, told the european Parliament’s 
Committee on foreign affairs that, after 25 years of daily struggle, the people have had enough 
and, in the last ten years, 10% of the population have already left the Basque country. in July 2004 
Basta ya gained a consultative status with the united nations economic and social Council. 

 
izzat 
gHazzawi 2001

 
a Palestinian born in 1951, izzat Ghazzawi was a professor at Birzeit university and held a 
master’s degree in english literature. he chaired the union of Palestinian Writers, wrote novels 
and short stories, was a literary critic and organised and chaired the first international Writers’ 
Conference in Palestine (1997).

izzat Ghazzawi was a member of the executive Bureau of the Palestinian Council for Justice 
and Peace and was awarded the international Prize for freedom of expression in stavanger in 
1995. he was imprisoned and punished on a number of occasions by the israeli authorities as 
a result of his political activities.

his life was marked by the murder, by the israeli army, of his son ramy, aged 16. ramy was 
killed in the courtyard of his school as he went to help a wounded friend. despite this tragedy, 
izzat Ghazzawi always continued to seek cultural and political dialogue with the israeli people.

together with the israeli writer abraham B. yehoshua and the photographer oliviero toscani, 
he published a book on relations between the Palestinians and the israelis which became hugely 
successful.

izzat Ghazzawi died on 4 april 2003.

 
Nurit 
pElEd-ElHaNaN 2001

 
an israeli born in 1949, nurit Peled-elhanan is a university professor of comparative literature. 
she represents all israelis who are committed to a negotiated solution to the conflict and who 
clearly acknowledge the right of two peoples and two states to exist side by side on an equal 
footing. her father is the famous General matti Peled, who is renowned for his efforts to foster 
peace and progress.

her 14-year-old daughter, smadar, was killed in an attack carried out in West Jerusalem by 
a Palestinian suicide bomber. When her daughter was killed, nurit did not give in to despair but 
made speeches which focused on the responsibility borne by those who implement a short 
sighted policy that refuses to acknowledge the rights of others and fuels hatred and conflict. 
nurit Peled-elhanan founded the israeli-Palestinian Bereaved families forum.

speaking to secondary school pupils in rimini on 4 february 2004, nurit Peled-elhanan said 
“it is high time that we define what is happening in the middle east in terms of criminality rather 

than in political and military terms ... it is time to teach how to recognise false ideals and how 
to oppose the terrible misuse of ideals ... it is high time ... for us to become individuals again 
instead of nations, individuals instead of troops, and to work together to save those children 
who are still alive by saying, ‘enough is enough’ ”.

through their lives and their commitment, izzat Ghazzawi and nurit Peled-elhanan embody 
the hope of a negotiated, peaceful solution to the conflict between Palestinians and israelis. 
their personal tragedies have not turned them into enemies; their pain has not been transformed 
into hatred, but instead into the energy required to find ways of respecting the rights of 
individual citizens.

 
dom zacarias 
kamwENHo 2001

 
in 1999, renewed awareness of the need to fight for peace and human rights began to increase 
among the angolan people, encouraged by the efforts of church leaders and various civil society 
bodies to foster “inclusive national reconciliation”.

archbishop zacarias kamwenho is in the vanguard of this peace movement. Born in 
Chimbundo (huambo, angola) in 1934, ordained in 1961, and made archbishop of lubango 
in 1995, dom zacarias kamwenho expressed his firm, impartial and determined views to all 
parties of the conflict in an effort to achieve lasting peace through political dialogue after 
26 years of civil war. in 2001 he was awarded the sakharov prize in recognition of his untiring 
efforts for peace.

the ceasefire which came about in 2002 after the killing of Jonas savimbi, the peace talks 
and the general climate of support for democratisation can largely be attributed to the campaign 
conducted by dom zacarias kamwenho and other religious and civil leaders. in 2003 archbishop 
zacarias kamwenho resigned as chair of the Bishops’ Conference of angola and são tome (Ceast) 
but he continues to work actively through his diocese and the ecumenical Committee for Peace 
in angola (CoiePa) for the realisation of democracy, respect for fundamental freedoms and 
human rights, the implementation of the rule of law and lasting national reconciliation.
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oswaldo josé 
paYá sardiñas 2002

 
in 2002 the european Parliament awarded the sakharov Prize to the founder of the movimiento 
Cristiano liberación (Christian liberation movement), oswaldo José Payá sardiñas, born in 
1952, thus honouring his undeterred commitment to national dialogue and democratic change 
in Cuba.

despite being persecuted and condemned since his youth for his criticism of fidel Castro’s 
policy, his commitment is unwavering. in 1997 Payá sardiñas drew up the Varela project calling 
for a national referendum on freedom of expression and assembly, free pluralist elections, the 
release of all political prisoners, and economic and social reforms. in so doing Payá sardiñas 
demonstrated his support for the goal of bringing about political change using existing legal 
means. he and his supporters succeeded in gathering 25 000 signatures and presenting the 
project to the national assembly of People’s Power in may 2002. for the first time, the opposition 
came together to support the manifesto “todos unidos” (all together).

in march 2003, 75 Cubans – two thirds of whom had been active in the campaign for a 
referendum – were sentenced to long-term prison sentences for offences against national 
independence and territorial integrity.

in his address to the european Parliament, oswaldo José Payá sardiñas pledged a commitment 
that the Cuban Government’s repression would not halt the campaign, as the Cuban people 
wanted change without violence.

in July 2003, 200 members of the european Parliament put their signatures to the “sakharov 
initiative” giving oswaldo José Payá sardiñas an assurance of their continuing support. in 2003, 
Payá and other leaders launched a national dialogue process in which over 12 000 Cubans on 
and off the island discussed their visions for Cuba’s future. their comments and suggestions 
were systematically collected and included into the Program for all Cubans presented by Payá 
to the public in 2006 as a contribution to a peaceful and democratic transition.

a resolution adopted on 21 June 2007 by the european Parliament reiterated the need to 
follow up on the laureate by inviting him to the european Parliament or sending a european 

Parliament delegation to meet him in Cuba. invited along with all the other sakharov laureates 
to the european Parliament in 2008, José Payá sardiñas was not allowed to leave his country 
and as a result did not participate in the Conference celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 
sakharov Prize.

uN sEcrEtarY gENE-
ral koFi aNNaN aNd 
all tHE staFF oF tHE 
uNitEd NatioNs 2003

 
 
In special memory of Sergio Vieira de Mello and the many other UN officials who 
have lost their lives in execution of their service for peace in the world.

in awarding the 2003 sakharov Prize to the united nations, the european Parliament gave 
recognition to un action in favour of peace, human rights and fundamental freedoms and in 
support of democracy and the rule of law around the world.

in the era of globalisation efforts have been made under kofi annan’s leadership to develop 
the un into a more efficient instrument for global needs: “We will continue our efforts to tackle 
poverty, disease, climate change, and the spread of small arms. and we will also work together 
to fight terrorism and the spread of weapons of mass destruction. the united nations must 
confront all these threats at once.”

the sakharov Prize honoured the united nations staff who work tirelessly for world peace, 
often under difficult conditions. they run the risk of losing their lives and many of them have.

the Prize was awarded in special memory of sergio Vieirade mello, the united nations high 
Commissioner for human rights and one of the worthiest representatives of the un agents 
who, while serving as kofi annan’s special representative in iraq, was killed in 2003 along 
with other un officials in an attack on the un headquarters in Baghdad.
in view of the forthcoming 60th anniversary of the un, kofi annan launched a reflection on the 

reform of the un. in 2005, he presented to the un General assembly the report “in larger freedom” 
where he outlined his vision for a comprehensive and extensive reform of the un. among other 
things, this resulted in the creation in march 2006 of a new human rights Council, to replace 
the old Commission on human rights, and aiming to strengthen the world body’s machinery 
to promote and protect fundamental rights, and deal with major human rights offenders.

after completing two five-year terms as the un secretary General in January 2007, kofi 
annan has been involved with several organizations having both global and african focuses. 
among other things, he was appointed president of the Global humanitarian forum in Geneva 
and became a member of the Global elders, a group of leaders “to contribute their wisdom, 
independent leadership and integrity to tackling some of the world’s toughest problems”.

as head of the Panel of eminent african Personalities, annan participated in the negotiations 
to end the civil unrest in kenya at the beginning of 2008 and successfully achieved a resolution 
of the crisis whereby President mwai kibaki and raila odinga signed a coalition government 
agreement in february 2008.

tHE BElarusiaN  
associatioN oF  
jourNalists 2004

 
the Belarusian association of Journalists (BaJ) occupies a pre-eminent position among the 
prize winners for its commitment to the cause of freedom of speech and the promotion of 
independent and professional journalism in Belarus.

representing almost 1 000 media workers, the association works under extremely difficult 
conditions to protect the legitimate rights of journalists, who are often the victims of intimidation, 
harassment, criminal prosecution and expatriation. in a number of individual cases, prompt 
intervention by the BaJ has enabled those responsible for death threats against journalists to 
be brought to account. despite the lack of an independent judiciary, the BaJ’s lawyers have 
frequently been successful in representing journalists and the media in court. the association 

also plays an important role as an observer, documenting conflicts between government 
authorities and the non-government media, advising newspapers and inviting the authorities 
to adopt equivalent measures. Journalists are also continuously striving to improve the high, 
professional standard.

an important part of the association’s work involves increasing public awareness of the 
constitutional right to freedom of information and of how people can exercise their rights. to this 
end the BaJ is working to prevent the adoption of a new repressive media law. through its law 
Center for media Protection, the BaJ is working to improve the current regulatory framework.

on 3 may 2005, World Press freedom day, the association called for support for the 
independent press in Belarus as the only source – given the situation in the country – of up-to-
date and comprehensive information for the citizens of Belarus on what is happening in the 
country and the rest of the world. the Belarusian association of Journalists continues, despite 
the hostility of the regime and harsh conditions it encounters, to work for the promotion of 
independent journalism and freedom of speech in Belarus.

 
ladiEs
iN wHitE 2005

 
the ladies in White from Cuba were one of the three laureates of the sakharov Prize in 2005. 
With the award, the european Parliament recognised their courage and commitment to the 
cause of human rights in Cuba and drew attention to the continuing detention of the 75 political 
dissidents imprisoned since march 2003, most for simply criticising the lack of political freedom 
in the country. in Cuba, speaking out against the government is a subversive act punished by 
up to 25 years in prison.

any attempt to forget about the prisoners has failed as their wives, mothers and daughters 
have brought international attention to their situation through their peaceful protest. they call 
themselves the ladies in White (damas de Blanco) and were formed as a spontaneous movement 
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in early 2004. they are not a political party or bound to a political organisation of any type. By 
wearing white to symbolise innocence and purity they act like the women who used a similar 
tactic in the 1970s to demand information about their children who went missing during the 
military dictatorship in argentina. these women, the madres de la Plaza de mayo, won the 
sakharov Prize in 1992. every sunday, the ladies in White attend religious services in the 
Church of santa rita, after which they peacefully walk down havana’s fifth avenue, flowers in 
hand, calling for the liberation of their loved ones and for all those arbitrarily incarcerated on 
the island. initially, they started writing letters to the Cuban authorities but they did not get a 
single reply. it was the first time in 47 years that women in Cuba have gone out into the street 
to protest against unjust imprisonment.

despite having been threatened and insulted, the ladies in White continue to stand up for 
the rights of Cuban political prisoners and the dignity of all Cuban people. the most serious 
attack on them was 20 march 2004 – Palm sunday – when they were assaulted and insulted 
by members of the pro-government federation of Cuban Women. their demand for justice and 
their call for the immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners is carried forward 
by a peaceful struggle. they are united in their anguish in the face of the appalling conditions 
their loved ones are suffering as prisoners. the ladies in White have called for solidarity amongst 
all peoples for their cause.

five women: laura Pollán, the wife of héctor maseda, miriam leiva, the wife of oscar espinosa 
Chepe, Berta soler, the wife of ángel moya, loyda Valdés, the wife of alfredo felipe fuente, and 
Julia núnez, the wife of adolfo fernández saínz, were selected by the group to receive the Prize 
on behalf of the ladies in White at the ceremony of the european Parliament in strasbourg.

the Cuban authorities did not authorise the representatives to leave the country to receive 
the Prize in strasbourg. they were represented by Blanca reyes, one of their activists currently 
living in spain. the same situation occurred on the occasion of the conference celebrating the 
20th anniversary of the sakharov Prize, which the ladies in White could not attend. to this date, 
the sakharov Prize has not been handed to the ladies in White. the european Parliament 
continues to insist on their right to receive the Prize in person at a plenary session.

 
Hauwa
iBraHim 2005

 
one of the 2005 sakharov Prize winners was hauwa ibrahim, a 37 year-old human rights 
lawyer from abuja, nigeria, and a mother of two sons. she was born in a small, poor village, the 
daughter of a mullah. a career as a lawyer was not supposed to figure in her destiny. at the age 
of 12 she was supposed to get married and her studies ought to have ended at primary school, 
but she refused this destiny.

as one of only a few women lawyers practising in northern nigeria, her work took her 
into the rural hinterland, where she had to travel by camel or donkey to get to the villages. 
she describes this time as among the best of her life, because she was able to relate to the 
grassroots that she came from.

she is acutely aware of the importance of education in the empowerment of women and 
as a defence for those facing the greatest deprivation. Poverty and illiteracy go hand in hand – 
and fundamentalism feeds on ignorance. hauwa ibrahim, who was brought up as a muslim 
herself, works tirelessly to fight against religious fundamentalism. hauwa ibrahim has built up 
what can only be described as an extraordinary practice: defending people who are condemned 
under islamic sharia law which is applied in 12 northern states of nigeria. death sentences, 
although not carried out for the moment, continue to be handed down. since 1999, hauwa 
ibrahim has worked free-of-charge as defence counsel in 47 cases, many of which have involved 
women accused of adultery and subjected to death by stoning. it was her ability to arouse 
international public opinion that made it possible to save the lives of amina lawa, safiya hussaini 
and hafsatu abukabar. she was equally heavily involved in other cases of cruel and inhuman 
punishment, such as women sentenced to flogging or young boys sentenced to amputation 
for theft.

hauwa ibrahim has become an iconic figure, but her charisma makes some uncomfortable. 
she is banned from pleading in islamic courts. “i do not comment on the koran”, she said. 

“my only objective is to have the fundamental rights of each and every human being respected, 
like the rule of law and the right to a fair trial.” 

hauwa argued successfully that sharia law requires the sharia courts to respect the procedural 
and substantive rights guaranteed by sharia law as well as the nigerian Constitution and that 
the international human rights treaties to which nigeria is signatory are observed.

today, hauwa’s cause resonates beyond nigeria’s borders. But for her the most difficult task 
is yet to be achieved, that of making her voice heard in her own country.

  
rEportErs witHout 
BordErs 2005

 
reporters Without Borders – one of the three sakharov Prize laureates in 2005 – campaigns 
for press freedom around the world, and defends and supports journalists and other media 
workers who are victims of persecution and censorship.

according to reporters Without Borders, more than a third of the world’s population live in 
countries where they do not enjoy press freedom. as of 18 october 2007, 77 journalists have 
been killed worldwide while carrying out their work. today, around 130 journalists around the 
world are in prison and sometimes spend years in jail simply for doing their job. reporters 
Without Borders has been fighting such practices for 20 years now.

reporters Without Borders, kept on constant alert via its network of over 120 correspondents, 
rigorously condemns any attack on press freedom worldwide by keeping the media and public 
opinion informed through press releases and public-awareness campaigns. not only does it 
highlight the moral arguments against restrictions of press freedom, censorship and persecution 
of the press but also offers practical assistance to journalists who work in war zones.

in January 2002, when it created the damocles network, reporters Without Borders acquired 
a judicial arm. in order to ensure that the murderers and torturers of journalists are brought to 
trial, the network provides victims with legal services and represents them in court.

the organisation’s initiatives are being carried out on five continents through its national 
branches and regional offices, in close cooperation with local and regional press freedom 

organisations.
reporters Without Borders’ trilingual website keeps a daily tally of attacks on press freedom 
worldwide and offers the opportunity of signing online petitions in support of imprisoned 
journalists. to circumvent censorship, it occasionally publishes articles which have been banned 
in their country of origin, hosts newspapers that have been closed down in their homeland and 
serves as a forum for journalists who have been “silenced” by the authorities of their country.

on 10 december every year, the association awards the “the reporters Without Borders – 
foundation of france Prize” to journalists for their outstanding contribution to the cause of press 
freedom in their country.

 
 

 
aliaksaNdr 
miliNkEvicH 2006

 
aliaksandr milinkevich, born in 1947 in the city of hrodna, has served as the leader of the 
democratic opposition in Belarus.

he was chosen to be the joint presidential candidate of the united democratic opposition 
in october 2005, collecting more than 100 000 supporting signatures, and he was able to keep 
the Belarusian opposition together to form a common front against aliaksandr lukashenka 
throughout the campaign for the presidential elections of 19 march 2006. aliaksandr milinkevich 
called for a truly democratic future for Belarus and presented himself as a real alternative to the 
authoritarianism of lukashenka.

his diplomatic approach to negotiation and cautious public appearances helped him to build 
firm international support for his struggle. the results of the elections were assessed by the 
european union as neither free nor fair, and furthermore, subject to fraud. mr milinkevich officially 
received 6% of the votes, but unofficial reports state that his popular support was much higher.

the human rights situation in Belarus has deteriorated since the elections of march 2006. 
the authorities have enacted a law criminalizing behaviour deemed critical to the state.  
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the silencing and imprisonment of journalists, activists, and other critics found to be politically 
inconvenient by the current regime still continues.
in april 2006, mr milinkevich was himself imprisoned for 15 days, together with other opposition 
members, for taking part in an“unsanctioned rally”, a peaceful demonstration in minsk, to mark 
the 20th anniversary of the Chernobyl disaster. in an increasingly hostile political environment 
alaksandr milinkevich has been arrested several times in recent years but no charges were filed 
against him.

mr milinkevich is committed to continuing his fight for a democratic future in his country, 
and for the return of fundamental rights to the Belarusian people, despite a difficult political 
climate. in september 2010 mr milinkievich announced his decision not to stand as a candidate 
in the Presidential elections of 19 december 2010, as, he considered that, no changes had been 
made to national electoral regulations to ensure fair, free and open elections in Belarus.

 
saliH maHmoud
moHamEd osmaN 2007

 
mr osman is a lawyer working with the sudan organisation against torture (“soat”) to 
provide free legal representation to people who have been arbitrarily detained and tortured 
by the sudanese government and whose only crime is that they oppose government policies 
or share the same ethnicity as the rebel movements in darfur. 

over two decades, during sudan’s various civil wars, mr osman has risked his own life to 
provide legal and medical aid to the victims of the conflict. he fights court cases on behalf of 
those charged by the sudanese government, and has been successful with soat in overturning 
or reducing sentences of death or amputation. mr osman and soat have also been active in 
cataloguing crimes that have taken place – particularly in the darfur region – and they are 
engaged in a campaign to have rape prosecuted as a war crime. he is also actively involved in 
the protection of over 2 million sudanese who have been forced to abandon their homes.

mr osman’s fight against injustice in sudan has come at a personal cost. members of his own 
family have suffered as a result of action by the militias. mr osman himself was persecuted for 
his actions, detained several times, held incommunicado and tortured.
since 2006, mr salih osman has served as an opposition member of the sudanese Parliament. 
he works on legal reform and focuses on promoting the rule of law through the implementation 
of the provisions of the interim constitution. 

 
 
Hu jia 2008

 
 
hu Jia, born 25 July 1973 in Beijing, is a prominent Chinese human rights activist and 
dissident. his work has focused on calls for an official inquiry into the 1989 tiananmen 
square massacre, and hiV/aids advocacy and as well as raising environmental concerns.

hu Jia has often been persecuted for his actions. from february 2006 until march 2007 he 
was held under house arrest and two months later, on 18 may 2007, hu Jia and his wife were 
placed back under house arrest on charges of “harming state security”. hu Jia remained active 
via emails and blogs, even while he was under house arrest.

on 26 november 2007 he spoke to members of the european Parliament via conference call 
during a public meeting of the subcommittee on human rights. in his statement, he expressed 
his desire that 2008 be the “year of human rights in China”. as a direct result of his address 
to members of the european Parliament, hu Jia was arrested, charged with “inciting subversion 
of state power”, and sentenced on 3 april 2008 to three-and-a-half years in jail.

Protests against his arrest have come from all over the world. the european Parliament 
passed a resolution demanding hu Jia’s release, and american officials have raised the case 
with Chinese authorities. 

hu Jia, whose health is of great concern, was released on 25 June 2011. on this occasion, the 
President of the european Parliament praised hu Jia and his wife zeng Jinyan for their work in 

favour of human rights. he reiterated the invitation to hu Jia to come to the european Parliament 
to collect his award. 

 

mEmorial 2009
 

 
oleg orlov, sergei kovalev and lyudmila aiexeyeva on behalf of memorial and all other human 
rights defenders in russia.

memorial (officially international Volunteer Public organization “memorial” historical, 
educational, human rights and Charitable society), a russian nGo, has since its foundation in 
1988 documented, monitored and strived to promote the truth about violations of human rights 
in russia and other former states of the u.s.s.r. in order to ensure their democratic future. 

memorial has set up a database of over 1 300 000 names of persecuted people, with the 
aim of building a publicly available archive of historical documentation of the consequences of 
totalitarian repression. Conducting research and protecting refugees and victims of discrimination 
and political repression, memorial has contributed to the adoption of the law on rehabilitation 
of Victims of Political repression and in making october 30 a day of remembrance for the Victims 
of Political repression in the countries of the former u.s.s.r.

on 4 december 2008 the russian authorities confiscated twelve hard discs containing the 
entire digital archive of 20 years’ work on the crimes committed under stalin. on 15 July 2009 
natalia estemirova, memorial representative in Grozny investigating murders and abductions 
in Chechnya, was abducted and later assassinated. only weeks later, on 10 august 2009, human 
rights defenders zarema sadulayeva and her husband, working closely with memorial, were 
killed in the same tragic circumstances. 

the shakarov Prize was awarded in 2009 to three people on behalf of memorial and russia’s 
numerous human rights defenders: oleg orlov, sergei kovalev and lyudmila alexeyeva.

oleg orlov, a life long human rights defender and the head of the Council of the human rights 

Center memorial, was found guilty in a civil defamation suit in october 2009, having accused 
Chechen President ramzan kadyrov of being responsible of ms estemirova’s death.

on 31 January 2010, mr orlov and some 100 others were arrested in moscow during a peaceful 
demonstration on triumphalnaya square. in september 2010, Parliament expressed concern 
about orlov’s ongoing trial for criminal charges of libel. 
sergei kovalev, co-founder of memorial, is the current chair of the russian memorial and 
founded the first soviet human rights association, the initiative Group for the defense of 
human rights in the ussr in 1969.

lyudmila alexeyeva, the head and co-founder of the moscow helsinki Group, is renowned 
for campaigning for fair trials of arrested dissidents and for their objective coverage in the 
media. the President of Parliament appealed for the release of the then 82 year old ms alexeyeva 
and other russian human rights activists who were detained in moscow on 31 december 2009.

 
guillErmo 
Fariñas 2010

 
 
a doctor of psychology, independent journalist and political dissident in Cuba, Guillermo 
fariñas has over the years conducted 23 hunger strikes to protest against the Cuban regime, 
with the aim of achieving peaceful political change, freedom of speech and freedom of 
expression in his country.

as a journalist, he founded the independent press agency – Cubanacán Press – with the 
aim of informing the rest of the world of the destiny of political prisoners in Cuba. eventually, 
he was forced by the authorities to close his press agency.

Committed to non-violence and daring to denounce the Cuban regime, fariñas has become 
one of the most well-known dissidents in his country. his bravery was rewarded with a 

“reporters Without Borders” Cyber-freedom Prize in 2006.
on 8 July 2010 fariñas ended his latest hunger strike after the Cuban government 
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announced it was in the process of freeing 52 political prisoners. By then, fariñas, who called 
for the liberation of political prisoners who had taken ill after many years of imprisonment, 
had been refusing food and liquids for more than 130 days. he had begun his strike in february 
2010 after the controversial death of orlando zapata tamayo, a prisoner of conscience, who 
died after 82 days of hunger strike.

the european Parliament has repeatedly voiced solidarity with the entire Cuban people 
and affirmed its support for progress towards democracy, respect and promotion of 
fundamental freedoms. european Parliament’s President Buzek stated in october 2010 that 
fariñas’ protest carries the hopes for all of those who care for freedom, human rights and 
democracy, and called for the immediate release of all political prisoners. 

Guillermo fariñas could not participate in the 2010 sakharov Prize award ceremony in 
strasbourg because he was not allowed to leave Cuba.
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