
Issue No. 10, last quarter 2011

1

Barbara Lochbihler - New chair for DROI

At its meeting of 15 September in Strasbourg, the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights elected, by 
acclamation, MEP Barbara Lochbihler 
(Greens/EFA, DE) as its new chairwoman, replacing 
Finnish Green MEP Heidi Hautala, who resigned in 
June to become Finland's Minister for Development.

On taking up her new post Ms. Lochbihler 
commented:

"Although there are plenty of human rights 
activities within the European institutions we 
still can do better. There is a clear lack of co-
ordination of human rights activities, not only 
within the European Parliament, but also with 
regard to the human rights activities of the 
Commission and the Council", read more

SAKHAROV PRIZE NETWORK HIGH LEVEL 
EVENT, 23 November 2011

For the first time, Sakharov Prize Network, a 
platform dedicated to former Sakharov laureates, 
held a conference and a public debate dedicated to 
human rights. 

"We want people engaged in the struggle for human 
rights around the World to look to Brussels as not 

only as the European Union's capital, but also as 
a human rights hub. This is why we would like to 
go beyond just this conference and consolidate 
our own human rights network: the Sakharov 
Prize Network.", declared President Buzek at the 
opening. 

The conference in the European Parliament 
focused mainly on the role of new technologies in 
the battle for human rights and on human rights 
issues in countries in transition, especially in light 
of current developments in the Arab World.

It was followed by a public debate at the BOZAR 
Cultural Centre in the evening, where the 
Sakharov laureates discussed the pivotal role of 
women in transition. 

The same day, the Sakharov Lounge, a public 
space close to the EP Visitors' Center was 
inaugurated, by the prize winners and President 
Buzek.

Sakharov Prize laureates present were: Hauwa 
Ibrahim, Wei Jing Sheng, Salih Mahmoud Osman, 
Alecsandr Milinkievic, Reporters without Borders, 
Zhanna Litvina, Belarus Association of Journalists, 
Taslima Nasrin, Salima Ghezali, Ladies in White 
and Oslobodjenje.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20110912IPR26387+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
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SAKHAROV PRIZE FOR FREEDOM OF 
THOUGHT 2011-to Arab Spring

The Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 2011 
was awarded to five representatives of the Arab 
people, in recognition and support of their drive for 
freedom and human rights: Asmaa Mahfouz 
(Egypt), Ahmed al-Zubair Ahmed al-Sanusi (Libya), 
Razan Zaitouneh (Syria), Ali Ferzat (Syria) and 
posthumously to Mohamed Bouazizi (Tunisia). This 
nomination was submitted jointly by the EPP, S&D, 
ALDE and Green groups.

Only two of the laureates were able to attend the 
award ceremony in person: Asmaa Mahfouz, a 
young blogger from Egypt, and Ahmed El-Senussi, 
Libya's longest-serving prisoner of conscience.

The Syrian cartoonist, Ali Ferzat, who is exiled in 
Kuwait, sent a video message in which he voiced 
his gratitude for the prize and also his grief and 
sorrow at the number of victims in his home country 
Syria which "increases with every minute".

Parliament observed a minute's silence in memory 
of Mohamed Bouazizi, whose self-immolation in 
protest at the Tunisian authorities' repression 
sparked widespread protests and who was awarded 

the prize posthumously, and of all those who lost 
their lives in the uprisings.

The mother of the late Mohamed Bouazizi 
received in November the letter signed by 
President Buzek), informing her about receiving 
the prize. 

"By awarding the Sakharov Prize to the five Arab 
Spring activists, the European Parliament 
recognises the efforts of all those who struggle for 
dignity, basic freedoms and political change in the 
Arab world", said President Buzek at the 
Sakharov Prize award ceremony on Wednesday 
in Strasbourg.

President Buzek's speech at the award ceremony, 
held on 14 December in Strasbourg.

Sakharov Prize webpage

EU's 2010 Annual Report and EU Human 
Rights Policy Review, 3 October 

Mara Marinaki, EEAS, announced that the EU'S 
2010 Annual report on human rights was now 
available and went on to tell members of the 
substance of the report.  More than 157 strategies 
on human rights would be developed by the end 
of 2011, looking at the full spectrum of human 
rights-related issues.  Ms. Marinaki concluded that 
in its report the EEAS identified a number of key 
challenges and set out its three main objectives: 
the promotion of the universal nature of human 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/en/press/speeches/sp-2011/sp-2011-December/speeches-2011-December-3.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/aboutparliament/en/002398d833/Sakharov-Prize-for-Freedom-of-Thought.htmll
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rights, ensuring coherence across the EU's external 
and internal policies, and obtaining the greatest 
possible impact from its actions on human rights.

Richard Howitt, rapporteur f o r  the European 
Parliament's annual report on human rights, 
stressed that every effort should be made to get the 
timing back on track for the next report and then 
outlined the approach he planned to take for his 
own report, which would consider the EU Annual 
Report and the forthcoming review of the human 
rights policy/new strategy.  Mr Howitt said he 
intended to focus on a select number of themes and 
highlight key conclusions and stress where lessons 
could be learned for the future.

Arab Spring Update: 

To keep track of the events unfolding in the Arab 
world, the Subcommittee looks at each meeting to a 
particular country, giving the possibility for MEPs to 
debate and to be briefed by experts 

Syria and Bahrain, 3 October 
Developments in Syria were the main discussion 
point with a testimony by a Syrian human rights 
lawyer, Muhamad Al Hasani, about the appalling 
human rights situation.  He underlined that in the 
end the Syrian people will pay for  the severe 
sanctions.  The two main challenges, regional 
stability and minorities, have to be tackled.  
Minorities must  be assured that they will be 
protected by democracy.

On Bahrain, Amal Hamidallah van Hees from 
Bridging the Gulf Foundation, considered that the 
government went too far with clamping down 
demonstrations which could further raise political 
sectarianism and political tensions.  The way 
forward is real reconciliation and dialogue, looking 

towards a modern constitutional monarchy and 
restoring public freedoms.  MEPs welcomed the 
announcement of the Bahrani ambassador that 
pending cases will be transferred from military to 
civil courts.

Yemen, 4 October 
As the situation in Yemen is still deteriorating, the 
Subcommittee heard a very open and engaged 
testimony of a human rights activist via a phone 
connection, on the ongoing violence, random 
killings, and refusal of President Saleh to resign 
despite his announcement to do so.

Members asked about possible targeted sanctions 
against President Saleh and his entourage.  
Yemeni Ambassador, Mr Al Shawkani Abdulwhab
also spoke, minimalising the scale of violence and 
killings

Egypt, 29 November
DROI members received an update on human 
rights developments following the recent elections 
in Egypt and recent EP resolutions.  NGOs, the 
EEAS and Marisa Matias, Vice Chair of the 
Mashreq Delegation all agreed that the elections 
held were far from satisfactory, as was the overall 
human rights situation in the country.

At the next meeting. on 25th January, the recent 
developments in Algeria will be debated.

Feminicide (murder of women) in Mexico 
and Central America, 4 October 

Jointly with the Committee on Women's 
Rights and Gender Equality

Members of DROI, 
FEMM, and the 
Delegations of Mexico 
and Central America held 
a animated discussion on 
this subject.  

The civil society speakers 
highlighted the worsening 
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trend in the region, with victims becoming more 
numerous, younger, attacks and threats on families 
and human rights defenders who raise this issue.   

They recognised a welcome trend, following the 
InterAmerican Court of Human Rights 'Cottonfield' 
judgement, whereby 'formal' measures are being 
increasingly adopted by governments in the region 
on feminicide.  However, closer monitoring has to 
be ensured by governments, by the InterAmerican 
system, by the international community but 
especially by local civil society. 

Members recognised these efforts but insisted that 
women's empowerment is key.  Policies need to 
cover a whole spectrum from education to the fight 
against impunity. The OHCHR recognised that 
feminicide is now considered a global phenomenon 
and that the next report of the UN Special 
Representative on Violence against Women would 
be dedicated to the issue. 

Turkey, 17 October 

At this hearing on human rights in Turkey in view of 
the Commission progress report, the Commission 
presented the positive parts of the annual Progress 
Report for 2011 on Turkey, acknowledging progress 
in the field of human rights.  There was consensus 
among the Commission and NGO experts on the 
need to improve the situation of women and to 
better address domestic violence in general.  
Concern was raised about the anti-terror law being 
used to silence potential critics of the regime, 
resulting in the growing number of arrests of 

journalists and the ongoing massive crackdown on 
the legal Kurdish party and local officials.

Members reaffirmed the accession process as the 
best way to frame our relations with Turkey and to 
achieve progress in human rights and it should be 
used to the maximum.  In this respect the freezing 
of negotiations on chapters 23 (Judiciary and 
fundamental rights) and 24 (Justice, freedom and 
security) is regrettable.

Press release

Ombudsmen from Eastern Partnership 
countries, 17 October

On the initiative of DROI Vice Chair, Andrzej 
Grzyb, DROI held an exchange of views with 
Ombudsmen from Eastern Partnership countries
to discuss cooperation between Ombudsman 
Institutions from Eastern Partnership and EU 
countries. A study commissioned by the 
Subcommittee on Human Rights entitled 
"Ombudsman cooperation in Eastern Partnership 
countries" was also presented at the meeting by 
the author, Professor Kedzia.   

The Polish-French "Eastern Partnership Countries 
Ombudsmen Cooperation" project, launched in 
2009, was praised and the debate concluded by 
stressing the need to further strengthen the 
current Ombudsmen cooperation project: namely 
possibly enlarging the cooperation to other EU 
member states, but also by making the 
cooperation project an integral part of the EaP, 
with adequate financing from the EU budget.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/document/activities/cont/201110/20111019ATT29764/20111019ATT29764EN.pdf
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President Jerzy Buzek in DROI, 10 
November

The President of Parliament, Mr Buzek opened the 
DROI meeting with a stimulating and indeed quite 
inspiring account of his activities on human rights 
which he defined as one of the EP's priority 
missions.  He illustrated this with references to his 
recent visits to Libya, Tunisia, Serbia and Bosnia.  
He also emphasized women's rights and the need 
to upgrade the effectiveness of all activities relation 
to the Sakharov Prize and the Sakharov Network.

Link to the President's webpage on Human Rights

Human rights in Western Balkans, 10 
November

DROI held a public hearing on the human rights 
situation in the Western Balkans.  The two main 
issues dominating the meeting were the situation 
regarding the Roma minority in the region as well 
as LGBTI rights.  Karin Waringo, President of the 
CHACHIPE, a Roma Rights NGO, underlined the 
issue of deported Roma families, both inside the 
Western Balkans and also from EU countries, 
focussing also on the legal aspect of Roma 
Statelessness and legal invisibility, especially 
regarding children and their rights.

Sanja Juras, ILGA-Europe, underlined the new 
level of hate crimes against the LGBT community 
in a number of the Western Balkans countries as 
well as police brutality against transgender 
persons in Albania. 

The EEAS agreed that more attention will be 
provided in the area of Roma rights and LBGT 
rights.

Human Rights in South East Asia, focus on 
West Papua, Indonesia, 29 November

Input from experts highlighted three problematic 
issues: militarization, impunity and freedom of 
expression.  Father Neles Tebay from Papua said 
the only way to ensure an end to the human rights 
violations is to resolve the root causes of the 
region's separatism.  Members also heard from 
Paul Barber of TAPOL, a London-based NGO 
which promotes human rights in Indonesia.  

Update on Human Rights policy review by 
EEAS, 29 November

Members were pleased 
to welcome Maciej 
Popowski, Deputy 
Secretary General of the 
EEAS to their meeting 
f o r  an update on the 
Human Rights policy 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/president/en/the_president.html
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review and the establishment of the European 
Endowment for Democracy.   A political agreement 
on the EED was expected by the end of 2011 and 
the actual setting-up in mid 2012.  Members were 
critical on the lack of clarify regarding the review of 
the HR policy, the current debate begin more 
process driven rather than concentrating on content.

Human Rights in Swaziland, 29 November

In the context of the ongoing Universal Periodic 
Review, two main issues of concern were raised: 
women's rights, especially their legal status, not 
being able to enjoy full legal capacity; and the 
anachronistic absolute monarchy reigning in 
Swaziland which does not allow political parts.  

Members received information from Marie Rayner, 
Amnesty International, and also heard experts 
based in Swaziland via Skype, Zweli Jele, 
Chairperson of the Swaziland Law Society's Crisis 
Committee and Lomcebo Dlamini, director of the 
Swaziland office of Women and Law in Southern 
Africa.

Delegation to United Nations, New York          
28-29 November 2011

A joint DROI/AFET delegation made its annual visit 
to New York to attend meetings at the United 
Nations General Assembly from 28 to 29 November 
2011. The 11-member delegation was co-chaired by 
Alexander Graf Lambsdorff  together with Barbara 
Lochbihler, who was accompanied by Laima Liucija 
Andrikienė and Boris Zala from DROI, and covered 
a broad spectrum of current key UN issues ranging 
from the situation in the Middle East, with particular 
emphasis on the Palestinian ambitions for 
statehood/upgraded status at the UN, to the Arab 
awakening with specific focus on Libya, Syria and 
Egypt, to democratisation, human rights and the 
Responsibility to Protect as well as the situation in 
Western Sahara. Members also gained a useful 
insight into the difficulties facing the EU when 
implementing the UNGA resolution on the EU's 
enhanced status at the UN. 

An awareness of human rights concerns 
permeated almost all discussions. Interlocutors 
saw encouraging developments due to the Arab 
awakening (suspension of HRC membership of 
Libya, far-reaching recommendations on human 
rights violations in Syria etc), changing voting 
patterns amongst Arab countries, the increasing 
level of acknowledgement of the importance of 
human rights and an improved mainstreaming of 
human rights policies within the UN framework. 

A specific meeting was held with Ivan 
SIMONOVIC, Assistant Secretary-General on 
Human Rights, Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, who was appointed to the 
newly created post in New York by UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki Moon in December 2009.

Mr Simonovic addressed a number of key human 
rights-related issues both from administrative and 
more substantive points of view, and discussed 
issues raised by Members on developments 
related to the Arab Spring, the recognition by ever 
more countries that respect for human rights is 
directly related to peace and security and that 
violations of human rights are causes of political 
instability, the increased mainstreaming of human 
rights in the work of all UN committees, the work 
of the Human Rights Council (HRC) in Geneva, 
the Universal Periodic Review process where 
literally every member state has accepted to 
expose itself to peer criticism as regards its 
human rights profile, Burma/Myanmar, Iran, Sri 
Lanka, mercenaries and private security 
companies, and LGBT rights.

Turkmen in Iraq, 5 December

This hearing on the human rights situation of 
Turkmen in Iraq looked at the complex and 
sensitive issue of this minority group which has 
lived for a very long time in an area bordering 
Arab Iraq and the Kurdish territory.  Their human 
rights situation is precarious and exacerbated by 
the unstable security environment and a lack of 
implementation of the legal framework.  Members 
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made a plea for the EEAS presence in Baghdad to 
be strengthened.

China, 5 December

The hearing followed the 
latest round of the EU-
China Human Rights 
dialogue and the EU-China 
human rights seminar.  Dr. 
Sharon Hom, the Human 
Rights in china Executive 
Director stressed that 
China's development is at a 
crossroads with 1 billion 
GSM users, 500 million 
internet users and 185 

million bloggers, more open and critical voices are 
being heard regarding matters of corruption, 
environment, consumer protection and transport 
accidents.  Dr. Hom called for a comprehensive EU 
strategy with regard to human rights in China.  

Brad Adams from Human Rights Watch pointed out 
that the EU should not be intimidated by China as a 
powerful economic player.

Mehmet Tohti, representing the World Uyghur 
Congress, spoke about the destruction of Uyghur 
cities and continuous discrimination by ethnic Han 
Chinese as well as forced repatriation of Uyghyrs 
from China's neighbouring countries.

In an open and critical statement, Dr. Ray Murphy 
from the Irish Centre for Human Rights, stressed 
that EU-China human rights seminars provided the 
opportunity for exchanges of views with Chinese 
academics, but failed to reach the levels projected 
in 1998.  

UN Special Rapporteur on Iran, 5 December

The UN's first ever Special Rapporteur on the 
situation of human rights in Iran, Ahmed Shaheed, 
informed the members of DROI of his mandate.  
In his first report, drawn up via internet contact 
with groups in Iran, Mr Shaheed concluded that 
overall, the human rights situation in Iran is 
deteriorating (media freedom, capital punishment, 
targeting of human rights defenders, proposed 
restrictive laws on NGOs, proposed laws which 
would push the position of women even further 
back).  He stressed that Iran should submit to a 
voluntary Universal Periodic Review update and 
highlighted the importance of targeted sanctions 
being placed on individuals (name and shame).

Members questioned whether external pressure 
has an effect on the regime, and on the 
possibilities for a human rights dialogue with Iran.  

Current Reports and Opinions

Draft report on the annual report on human rights 
in the world and the EU's policy on the matter, 
including implications for the EU's strategic human 
rights policy (2011/2185(INI)), Rapporteur: 
Richard Howitt (S&D, UK)

Human Rights related resolutions/texts 
adopted in plenary in the last quarter of 
2011

July, Strasbourg
Democratic Republic of Congo and the mass 
rapes in the province of South Kivu; India, in 
particular the death sentence on Davidner Pal 
Singh; Indonesia, including attacks on minorities; 
Preparations for the Russian State Duma 
elections in December; Situation in Syria, Yemen 
and Bahrain in the context of the situation in the 
Arab world.
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September I, Strasbourg
Belarus: the arrest of Ales Bialatski, human rights 
defender; Famine in East Africa; Eritrea: case of 
Dawit Isaak; Situation in Libya; Situation in Syria; 
Sudan: situation in southern Kordofan and Blue Nile 
State

September II, Strasbourg
Sexual orientation and gender identity at the UN 
Human Rights Council;

October, Strasbourg
Situation in Egypt and Syria, in particular of 
Christian communities; Tibet, in particular self-
immolation by nuns and monks, Bahrain; The case 
of Rafah Nached in Syria

November, Strasbourg
EU support for the International Criminal Court; Iran 
- recent cases of human rights violations; Egypt, in 
particular the case of blogger Alaa Abdel Fatah

December, Strasbourg
Situation in Syria; Azerbaijan, in particular the case 
of Rafig Tagi; Situation of women in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan; Tunisia: the case of Zacharia 
Bouguira

Link to all resolutions

Next DROI Meetings 2012

25-01-2012, 09:00, Brussels : ASP - A1G-3
25-01-2012, 15:00, Brussels : ASP - A1G-3
09-02-2012, 09:00, Brussels : PHS - P3C050
28-02-2012, 09:00, Brussels : PHS - P5B001
19-03-2012, 15:00, Brussels : ASP - A1G-2
20-03-2012,  09:00, Brussels : ASP - A1G-2

DROI Calendar 2012

LINKS:

DROI Webpage

DROI Live

DROI studies

Subscribe to the DROI Newsletter

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/publications.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/droi/calendar_2012.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/DROI/studies.html
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