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MONDAY  23 JANUARY 2012 
15H00 - 18H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) sent to Members on 11 
January 2012 is in the file for this meeting. The 
Chairman would like to draw your attention to the 
following changes of this draft agenda: 
 

 
 
- The Coordinators' meeting, initially scheduled 

for 17.30 on 24 January pm, will now take place 
on 24 January am, at 11.15 (after Item 9 of the 
agenda). 

 
- Items 10 and 11 of the agenda, concerning 

respectively the discharge to the agencies and 
Joint Undertakings, initially scheduled for 24 
January am, will now take place on 24 January 
pm, at 15.00. 

 
- Item 12 of the agenda, concerning European 

Parliament discharge initially scheduled for 
15.00 on 24 January pm, will now take place on 
24 January pm, at 17.00 (after Item 13 of the 
agenda). 

 
These changes have already been introduced in this 
CONT news, therefore the above mentioned Items 
appear in the order in which they will take place. 
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2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman draws also the attention of Members 
to the following points: 
 
2.1 Languages available: 

BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 
IT, LT, NL, PL, RO and SV. 
 
 

2.2 Webstreaming: 
Members are advised that this CONT meeting 
will be web streamed on the following link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
When a speaker activates the microphone to 
make an intervention, the camera will be 
automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 

2.3 Staff changes in the CONT Secretariat: 
 A new Assistant, Ms Karelle Dulhauste, has 

joined CONT secretariat. 
 We wish her success in her new assignment.   
 
 

3. ELECTION OF CONT BUREAU 
 CONT/7/08442 
 Administrator responsible: Mauro de Oliveira 
 
See Annexes I and II of this CONT news 
concerning this election. 
 
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 

MEETING OF: 
The file contains minutes of the meetings of  
- 29 November 2011 which was emailed to 

CONT Members on 4 January 2012 and 

- 8 December 2011 which was emailed to CONT 
Members on 14 December 2011. 

 
If no objections are received before the end of the 
meeting, the minutes will be deemed approved. 
 
 

5. 2010 DISCHARGE: EU GENERAL 

BUDGET, SECTION III, 
COMMISSION 

 CONT/7/06929 
 Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner  
 Administrators responsible: Bent Adamsen and 

Christoph Nerlich 
 Exchange of views with the Member of the European 

Commission responsible for Research, Innovation and 
Science, Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, in the presence of 
the Member of the European Court of Auditors 
responsible, Ladislav Balko 

 
 
The documents of particular relevance for the 
exchange of views with Commissioner Máire 
Geoghegan-Quinn as regards the 2010 Commission 
discharge are: 
 
- The ECA's 2010 Annual Report, chapters 1 and 6 
 
- The Commission's follow-up (COM (2011) 0736 - 

SEC (2011) 1350 and SEC (2011) 1351) to the 
2009 Discharge  

 
These documents are available on: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/CON
T/publications.html?id=CONT00003 
 
 
It is proposed that today's hearing shall proceed as 
follows: 
 

- Introduction by the European Court of 
Auditors, which will present its findings 
included in its annual report. 

 
- Commissioner Máire Geoghegan-Quinn 

will briefly (5 minutes max. each) reply to 
this introduction. 

 
- The CONT rapporteur will put questions 

and the Commissioner/Court reply  
 

- Other MEPs will question the 
Commissioner and/or the Court  
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- This first round of questions could be 
followed by a second round of questions by 
the rapporteur and then by other EP 
Members. 

 
- Closing remarks by the EP rapporteur 

 
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge 
procedure, the written questions for this meeting 
were sent to the Commission on 12 January 2011 
and e-mailed to Members on the same day. 
 
In conformity with the "practical arrangements", 
written answers to these questions are expected 
from the Commission at the latest 24 hours before 
the meeting. 
 
The 2010 discharge timetable with the deadlines for 
forwarding written questions and the "practical 
arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners 
in the 2010 discharge procedure" were emailed to 
Members on 12 October 2011. The "practical 
arrangements" are attached to this newsletter for 
convenience (Annex III).  
 
 

6. EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

SPECIAL REPORT N° 4/2011: 
AUDIT OF THE SME GUARANTEE 
FACILITY 

 CONT/7/05538 
 Rapporteur: Ingeborg Gräßle  
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Exchange of views and presentation of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the Court 
responsible, Ladislav Balko 

 
 

The rapporteur's Working Document as well as the 
related Special Report of the European Court of 
Auditors (ECA) are available on the CONT's 
website:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/org
anes/cont/cont_20111219_1500.htm 
 
The ECA gave a positive overall assessment to the 
contribution of the SME Guarantee Facility, in 
particular, it pointed out that the SMEG facility is 
regarded as the most successful of all EU 

programmes with financial instruments. However, 
the Court also found a number of elements with a 
room for improvement, and it presented 
recommendations addressing those. The 
Commission was open to accept most of the Court's 
recommendations. 
 
The rapporteur in her conclusions considers the 
SMEG facility to be a useful programme despite the 
Court’s justified criticism. She expects the 
Commission to discuss and adequately address the 
issues of European added value and of deadweight, 
and considers that an open debate is necessary on 
how the facility is funded. 
The rapporteur endorses a number of the Court's 
recommendations, in particular, as regards a need 
for an explicit intervention logic, improvement of 
performance indicators, setting more specific targets 
reflecting the objectives, and she notes with 
satisfaction that the Commission has accepted these 
recommendations. 
 
The rapporteur's conclusions will form part of the 
Commission's discharge report for the financial year 
2010. Amendments may be tabled in this context. 
 
 

7. EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

SPECIAL REPORT N° 15/2011 
- "DO THE COMMISSION’S 
PROCEDURES ENSURE EFFECTIVE 
MANAGEMENT OF STATE AID 
CONTROL?" 

 CONT/7/06824 
 Rapporteur: Bart Staes  
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Exchange of views and presentation of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the Court 
responsible, Nadejda Sandolova 

 
 

The rapporteur's Working Document as well as the 
related Special Report of the European Court of 
Auditors (ECA) are available on the CONT's 
website:  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/org
anes/cont/cont_20111219_1500.htm 
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The ECA gave assessment to the Commission’s 
state aid control procedures. While the Court 
commended the Commission for its prompt and 
effective reaction to the financial crisis, by which it 
had contributed substantially to avoid the 
bankruptcy of any major financial institution 
headquartered in the EU, the Court also found a 
number of shortcomings that needed to be 
addressed, and presented recommendations to that 
effect. The Commission was open to accept a 
number of the Court's recommendations. 
  
The rapporteur in his conclusions invites the 
Commission to adopt a more proactive stance 
towards the MS, in particular to raise awareness 
about State aid rules, to ensure that state aid is duly 
notified, and to make more resources available for 
state aid control. He notes the weaknesses as 
regards the speed of the decision process and its 
insufficient transparency, and suggests speeding up 
also the complaint handling procedure. Rapporteur 
encourages the Commission to use the lessons 
learned from the successful handling of the financial 
crisis in the work under "normal" circumstances. He 
also invites the Commission to broaden it's ex post 
impact assessment of State aid and of State aid 
control. 
 
The rapporteur's conclusions will form part of the 
Commission's discharge report for the financial year 
2010. Amendments may be tabled in this context. 
 
 

* 
*    * 

 
 

TUESDAY 24 JANUARY 2012 
09H00 - 11H15 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 
 

8.  2010 DISCHARGE TO THE 

OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
 CONT/7/07929 
 Rapporteur: Inés Ayala Sender  
 Administrator responsible: Christian Ehlers 
 Exchange of views with the heads of administration of 

the European Court of Justice (A. Calot Escobar), the 
European Court of Auditors (E. Ruiz Garcia), the 
Economic and Social Committee (M. Westlake), the 

Committee of the Regions (G. Stahl), the European 
Ombudsman (I. Harden) and the European Data 
Protection Supervisor (C. Docksey) 

 
Following the established procedure, Members were 
asked to submit questions related to the 2010 
discharge "other institutions" to the rapporteur 
by 18 January 2012 (second deadline). The 2010 
Council discharge will be discussed at the 
coordinators meeting on 24 January, at 11.15 h. 
  
Given the late deadline for questions, the latter were 
forwarded electronically to the institution concerned 
on Thursday 19 January 2012.  
  
In line with the practical arrangements and 
following the opening statements of the ECA and 
the rapporteur the representatives of the institutions 
will have the possibility to reply to the questions 
raised and/or make a brief statement, if they so 
wish. 
 
The relevant background documents as well as the 
timetable and practical arrangements are available 
on CONT webpage: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/CON
T/publications.html?id=CONT00003 
 
 

9.  EUROPEAN COURT OF AUDITORS 

SPECIAL REPORT 7/2011: IS 
AGRI-ENVIRONMENT SUPPORT 
WELL DESIGNED AND MANAGED? 

 CONT/7/06176 
 Rapporteur: Zuzana Brzobohatá  
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Exchange of views and presentation of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the Court 
responsible, Olavi Ala-Nissilä 

 
 

The rapporteur's working document on European 
Court of Auditors' (ECA) Special Report 7/2011 
was circulated to Members on 14 December 2011. 
 
ECA Special Report and the working document are  
available on the CONT website at: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20120123_1500.htm 
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The purpose of agri-environment payments is to 
encourage farmers to apply agricultural production 
methods compatible with the protection of the 
environment. Since 2000, agri-environment 
payments have been part of the EU's rural 
development policy and their management is shared 
by the Commission and the Member States. Agri-
environment is a key EU policy, and EU funds 
allocated to agri-environment payments for 2007-13 
period amount to 22,2 billion EUR. 
 
In the aforementioned report the Court of Auditors 
addressed the question of whether the agri-
environment support is well designed and managed. 
 
The Court's overall conclusion is that, 
notwithstanding progress achieved to date, there 
remains considerable scope for increasing the 
effectiveness of EU agri-environment policy. There 
is still room for further improving the design of this 
EU rural development policy, and more information 
is necessary on the effects obtained. Although the 
audit identified good practices, the weaknesses 
found by the Court have hampered optimal 
achievement of the main objectives of agri-
environment, namely contributing to EU-level 
priority areas (biodiversity, water, climate change) 
and improving the environment and the countryside. 
 
Against the backdrop of the Court's findings, the 
rapporteur has drafted her recommendations. The 
rapporteur's conclusions will form part of the 
Commission's discharge report for the financial year 
2010. Amendments may be tabled in this context. 
 
 

* 
*    * 

 
 

11H15 - 12H30 (IN CAMERA) 
 
 

14. COORDINATORS' MEETING  
 (IN CAMERA) 
 
 
 

* 

*    * 
 

15H00 - 18H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 
 
 

10. 2010 DISCHARGE TO THE 

AGENCIES 
 CONT/7/07928 
 Rapporteur: Monica Luisa Macovei  
 Administrator responsible: Elena Mainardi 
 Exchange of views in the presence of representatives of 

the following Agencies: 
- European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) 
- European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA) 
in the presence of the Member of the European Court of 
Auditors, Louis Galea, and a representative of the 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA), currently 
responsible for the coordination of the Agencies' 
network. 

 
 
The number of decentralised agencies subject to 
discharge has constantly grown over the last few 
years and is now 24. 
 
The rapporteur's proposal is that the discussion in 
CONT at this stage should focus mainly on two of 
them: EMSA and EASA.  
 
On the procedure: 
 
Mr Patrick Goudou, Executive Director of EASA, 
and Ms Manuela Tomassini, EMSA representative 
and Head of Department Corporate Services, will be 
invited to give a brief presentation not exceeding 5-
7 minutes and answer questions from the rapporteur 
and other Members. 
 
The Court of Auditors may be invited to answer 
questions where relevant. The Commission's 
Internal Audit Service will also be present. 
 
The Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant 
information (including annual reports, final 
accounts etc.) can be found on CONT's website at 
the following link:  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/CON
T/publications.html?id=CONT00003  
 
Ms Macovei's draft reports will be discussed at the 
CONT committee meeting on 29 February 2012. 
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The deadline for amendments has already been set 
for Monday, 5 March 2012 at 12h00. Adoption in 
CONT is scheduled for 27 March 2012 and the vote 
in plenary for the session of 9-10 May 2012. 
 
 

11. 2010 DISCHARGE TO THE 

JOINT UNDERTAKINGS 
 CONT/7/08014 
 Rapporteur: Monica Luisa Macovei  
 Administrator responsible: Mauro De Oliveira 
 Exchange of views in the presence of the Directors of 

the following Joint Undertakings: 
-  Innovative Medicines Initiative Joint Undertaking 
(IMI) 
- European Joint Undertaking for ITER and the 
Development of Fusion Energy (ITER (F4E)).  
in the presence of the Member of the European Court of 
Auditors responsible, Ladislav Balko 

 
In accordance with the Treaty of Lisbon the Union 
may set up joint undertakings or any other structure 
necessary for the efficient execution of Union 
research, technological development and 
demonstration programmes (Article 187 TFEU (ex 
Article 171 TEC)) 
 
These undertakings or structures must be necessary 
for the efficient execution of Community research, 
technological development and demonstration 
programmes. Since December 2007 the number of 
Joint Undertakings has constantly grown. There are 
now 7 Joint Undertakings including 5 Joint 
Technology Initiatives, a major new element of the 
EU's 7th Research Framework Programme, subject 
to discharge. 
 
The rapporteur's proposal is that the discussion in 
CONT, at this stage, should focus on two Joint 
Undertakings: IMI and ITER (F4E). For this reason 
these two Joint Undertakings are invited for this 
meeting. 
 
On the procedure:  
 
First, the responsible Member of the European 
Court of Auditors, Mr Ladislav Balko, will be 
invited to present the main findings on IMI and 
F4E.  
 

The Directors of IMI and ITER (F4E). will then be 
called on to give a brief presentation not exceeding 
5 minutes and answer questions from the rapporteur 
and other Members.  
 
The Court of Auditors may be invited to answer 
questions where relevant.  
 
The Court of Auditors' reports and other relevant 
information (including annual reports, final 
accounts etc.) can be found on CONT's website at 
the following link: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/CON
T/publications.html?id=CONT00003 
 
 
Mrs Macovei's draft reports will be discussed at the 
CONT meeting on 29 February 2012. The deadline 
for amendments has already been set for 5 March 
2012 at 12h00. Adoption in CONT is scheduled for 
27 March 2012 and the vote in plenary for the 
session of 9-10 May 2012. 
 
 

13. EUROPEAN COURT OF 

AUDITORS SPECIAL REPORT 
11/2011: DO THE DESIGN 
AND MANAGEMENT OF THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS 
SCHEME ALLOW IT TO BE 
EFFECTIVE? 

 CONT/7/06178 
 Rapporteur: Monika Hohlmeier  
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Exchange of views and presentation of a working 

document, in the presence of the Member of the Court 
responsible, Rasa Budbergyté 

 
 

The rapporteur's working document on European 
Court of Auditors' (ECA) Special Report 11/2011 
was circulated to Members on 4 January 2012. 
 
ECA Special Report and the working document are 
available on the CONT website at 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_201
4/organes/cont/cont_20120123_1500.htm 
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The European geographical indications scheme (the 
GI scheme) aims to protect the names of products 
whose characteristics are associated with the 
geographical area in which they are produced. 
Depending on the degree and type of association 
with a specific geographical area, it distinguishes 
between two types of protected names — protected 
designation of origin (PDO) and protected 
geographical indication (PGI). 
 
In the aforementioned report the Court of Auditors 
addressed the question of whether the design and 
management of the European geographical 
indications scheme allow it to be effective. 
 
The Court's overall conclusion is that clarification is 
needed on a number of issues concerning the 
control system related to the GI scheme and that a 
clear strategy is lacking on the issue of awareness 
concerning both producers and consumers. 
 

Against the backdrop of the Court's findings, the 
rapporteur has drafted her recommendations. The 
rapporteur's conclusions will form part of the 
Commission's discharge report for the financial year 
2010. Amendments may be tabled in this context. 
 
 

12. DISCHARGE 2010: EU 

GENERAL BUDGET, EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT 

 CONT/7/06988 
 Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki  
 Administrator responsible: József Blaszauer 

 Exchange of views with the Vice-President of the 
European Parliament with primary responsibility of the 
budget, Gianni Pittella, the Secretary-General, 
Klaus Welle and the Internal Auditor of the European 
Parliament, Robert Galvin, in the presence of the 
Member of the European Court of Auditors responsible, 
Louis Galea 

 
 
The European Parliament 2010 discharge website: 
At the Committee's homepage  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/CONT/pu
blications.html?id=CONT00003 

Members will find documents relevant to the 
European Parliament discharge such as the annual 
accounts of political groups, the report on 

compliance with payment time limits, the report on 
contracts awarded, the report on budgetary and 
financial management, Director-Generals' Annual 
Activity Reports and Replies and follow-up to last 
year's discharge resolution. 

 
Written questions 
Following a new procedure for the adoption of the 
EP discharge questionnaire, Members were asked to 
submit questions related to the 2010 EP discharge to 
their coordinators by 25 October 2011 and the 
Rapporteur together with the shadow rapporteurs 
has consolidated and finalised the questionnaire and 
submitted it to the Secretary-General on 
23 November 2011 and subsequently forwarded to 
all Members. 
 
Traditionally, the Secretary-General's written replies 
are made available prior to the committee meeting 
and were forwarded by email to Members on 18 
January 2012. 
 
Structure of the hearing 
 
It is proposed that the discussion is structured 
following this order of interventions:  
- statement by the Court of Auditors 
- short presentation by the Vice-President 

responsible for budgetary affairs 
- brief presentation by the Secretary-General of the 

answers to the written questions mentioned 
- presentation by the Internal Auditor of the 

European Parliament of his 2010 annual report 
- statement and oral questions by the Rapporteur 
- Q&A session with other Members  
- closing remarks by the Rapporteur. 
 
 

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
The next meetings of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 Thursday, 26 January 2012, 9.00 – 12.30  
 Thursday 9 February 2012, 9.00 – 12.30  
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Annex I 
7th PARLIAMENTARY TERM (2009-2014) 

 
JANUARY 2012 

 
CONSTITUENT MEETINGS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 

 
oOo  

 
 

PROCEDURE FOR CONSTITUENT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 

Rule 191 of the Rules of Procedure, 
with reference to Rules 12, 13, 14, 168, 169 and 187 pursuant to Rules 195 and 196 and Annex I 

 
 

oOo 
 
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING BY THE MEMBER PROVISIONALLY HOLDING THE 

CHAIR 

 

The member provisionally holding the chair shall: 

1. (where appropriate), ensure that the outgoing chair or, failing him or her, an outgoing 

vice-chair in order of precedence or, failing him or her, the member having held office 

for the longest period, does not wish to take the chair 

2. declare the meeting open 

3. remind Members of  

(a) the purpose of the meeting: the constitution of the committee Bureau by the 

election of the chair and up to four vice-chairs in accordance with Rule 191 of the 

Rules of Procedure 

(b) the order of election 

.  the chair 

. the vice-chairs 

 4.  note any substitutes (Rule 187) 
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2. ELECTION OF CHAIR CONDUCTED BY THE MEMBER PROVISIONALLY 

HOLDING THE CHAIR 

 

A: Preparations 

 

The member provisionally holding the chair shall 

1.  ensure the establishment of a quorum (1/4 of members) (Rule 195(2)) 

2. call for nominations for the chair and ensure that: 

 

(a) they are made either by a political group or by at least 5% of the actual (full) 

members (Rule 13(1)); 

(b) the candidate or candidates consent to being nominated (if a candidate is absent 

his/her consent may be given in writing (Rule 13(1)); 

(c) the candidate or candidates have duly completed the declaration of financial 

interests (Annex I). 

 

 

B: Vote by acclamation 

 

 If there is only one candidate - unless at least one-sixth of the members of the committee 

call for a secret ballot (Rule 191(2), second subparagraph) - the member provisionally 

holding the chair shall declare the candidate elected by acclamation (Rule 191 (2), first 

subparagraph). 

 

The member provisionally holding the chair shall ask the elected candidate to take the 

chair. 

 

The chair shall move straight to point 3. 
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C: Secret ballot 

 

 If there are several candidates - or if one-sixth of the members of the committee so request 

- the member provisionally holding the chair shall hold a secret ballot (Rule 191(2), 

second subparagraph). 

 

The member provisionally holding the chair shall 

 

1. remind members that each of them has one vote only and that the election shall be 

won: 

- by an absolute majority of votes cast1 including votes for and against (Rule 191(2), 

third and fourth subparagraphs); 

  (a) if there is only one candidate (in whichever round of the ballot) (Rule 191(2), 

third subparagraph); 

  (b) in the first round (whatever the number of candidates) (Rule 191(2), fourth 

subparagraph); 

- by a relative majority: where there is more than one candidate in the second round of 

the ballot (in the event of a tie, the oldest candidate shall be elected) (Rule 191(2), 

fourth subparagraph); 

 

2. indicate the substitutes 

 

3. inform the members of the possibility of electing the chair by secret ballot in the form 

of ballot-box or electronic vote (Rule 168(1)).  

                                                 
1 Half the total number of votes cast plus one vote 
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(1) First round of the ballot 

Ballot-box vote 

The member provisionally holding the chair shall 

 

1. choose by lot between 2 and 8 tellers to count the votes (Rule 169(4), first 

subparagraph) (NB: candidates may not act as tellers - Rule 169(4), second 

subparagraph); 

 

2.  announce nominations 

 

3. have the ballot papers bearing the name or names of the candidate or candidates 

distributed; 

 

4. open the ballot by calling each of the members of the committee in alphabetical 

order; these members shall deposit their ballot papers in the ballot box and sign the 

voting list; 

 

5.  at the end of the ballot, adjourn the meeting so as to enable the votes to be counted. 

 The votes shall be counted by the tellers (Rule 169(4), first subparagraph). 

 

6. announce the results:  

. number of voters 

. blank or spoilt votes 

. votes cast (not counting blank or spoilt votes) 

. majority required 

. result obtained by each candidate: 

. where a candidate has obtained an absolute majority of votes cast, the 

member provisionally holding the chair shall declare that candidate elected 

and will ask him/her to take the chair; 

   The chair shall move straight to point 3. 

 

. where no candidate has obtained an absolute majority, the member 

provisionally holding the chair shall hold a second round of the ballot  
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 (see below: '(2) Second round of the ballot'). 

 

  Electronic vote (for a maximum of two candidates) 

   

  The member provisionally holding the chair shall 

 

  1. ensure that full members and substitutes taking part in the vote all have their voting 

cards  

 

  2. if one of the full members or substitutes taking part in the vote does not have a 

voting card, indicate that the election will be held by ballot-box vote (following the 

'ballot-box voting procedure set out above) 

 

  3. where all full members and substitutes taking part in the vote have their voting 

cards,  indicate that an electronic vote will be held 

 

  4. announce nominations 

 

  5. indicate the order of candidates (alphabetical) 

   - green button: candidate No 1  

   - red button: candidate No 2 

   - white button: abstentions/spoilt or blank vote 

   (N.B. only votes cast are taken into account with regard to nominations) 

 

  6. remind voters that if they make a mistake they merely need to push 2 buttons 

simultaneously to be able to vote once more 

 

  7. announce that the vote is being held by secret ballot 

 

  8. declare the voting open  

 

  9.  declare the voting closed 

 

  10. announce the results 
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. number of voters 

. number of votes cast (not counting blank or spoilt votes) 

. majority required 

. result obtained by each candidate 

 

. where a candidate has obtained an absolute majority of the votes cast, the 

member provisionally holding the chair shall declare that candidate elected 

and will ask him/her to take the chair; 

   The chair shall move straight to point 3. 

 

. where no candidate has obtained an absolute majority, the member 

provisionally holding the chair shall announce a second round of the ballot  

 (see below: (2) Second round of the ballot'). 
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  (2) Second round of the ballot 

 

This follows the same procedure as for the first round of the ballot: 

 

1. establishment of the presence of a quorum (Rule195(2)) 

 

2. call for nominations 

 

3. voting 

  - by ballot 

  N.B.: The tellers shall be the same as for the first round (if one or more tellers are not 

available the substitute tellers alone shall be chosen by lot) 

  - by electronic vote 

 

4.  announcement of results: 

. number of voters 

. blank or spoiled votes 

. number of good votes cast 

. result for each of the candidates 

. elected candidate: 

     - where there is a single candidate, the election can only be won by an 

absolute majority of votes cast 

 - where there is more than one candidate, the candidate with the largest 

number of votes shall be elected  

 - in the event of a tie, the oldest candidate shall be elected (Rule 191(2), 

fourth subparagraph); 

 

The member provisionally holding the chair will ask the elected candidate to take 

the chair. 

 The chair shall move straight to point 3. 
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3. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRS CONDUCTED BY CHAIR 

 

A: Preparations 

 

The chair shall hold an election as required for up to four vice-chairs 

 

The chair shall call for separate and successive nominations for up to four vice-chairs and 

verify that: 

1) the nominations are made either by a political group or at least 5% of the actual (full) 

members (Rule 13(1))  

2) the candidate or candidates agree to being nominated (if a candidate is absent his/her 

consent may be given in writing) (Rule 13(1))  

3) the candidate or candidates have duly completed the declaration of financial interests 

(Annex I)  

 

B: Vote by acclamation 

 

Where the number of nominations correspond to the number of seats to be filled, unless 

one-sixth of the members of the committee call for a secret ballot (Rule 191(2), second 

subparagraph) the chair shall declare the candidate or candidates elected by acclamation 

(Rule 191(2), first subparagraph). 

 

The chair will ask each elected vice-chair to take his/her seat beside him/her. 

 

C: Secret ballot  

 

Where the number of nominations is greater than the number of seats to be filled, or if one-

sixth of the members of the committee so request, the chair shall hold an election by secret 

ballot (Rule 191(2), second subparagraph). 

 

 

The chair shall then hold separate and successive ballots for the election of each the vice-chairs 

(Rule 191(1)). 
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For each vice-chair, the election shall follow the same procedure as that laid down for the 

election of the chair (see point 2 C above). 

N.B.: The tellers shall be the same as for the election of the chair (if one or more tellers are 

unavailable substitute tellers only shall be chosen by lot). 

 

When the voting is closed the chair will ask each vice-chair thus elected to take his/her seat 

beside him/her. 
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Annex II 

 
7th PARLIAMENTARY TERM (2009-2014) 

 
JANUARY 2012 

 
CONSTITUENT MEETINGS OF THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 

 
 
 

RULES OF PROCEDURE RELEVANT TO THE CONSTITUENT MEETINGS OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES 

 
 
Rule 12   
Provisional Chair 

1. At the sitting provided for under Rule 134(2), and at any other sitting held for the 
purpose of electing the President and the Bureau, the outgoing President or, failing him or her, 
one of the outgoing Vice-Presidents in order of precedence or, in the absence of any of them, the 
Member having held office for the longest period shall take the Chair until the President has 
been elected. 

2. No business shall be transacted while a Member is provisionally in the Chair by virtue of 
paragraph 1 unless it is concerned with the election of the President or the verification of 
credentials. 

The Member who is provisionally in the Chair by virtue of paragraph 1 shall exercise the 
powers of the President referred to in the second subparagraph of Rule 3(2). Any other matter 
relating to the verification of credentials that is raised when he or she is in the Chair shall be 
referred to the committee responsible for the verification of credentials. 

Rule 13 
Nominations and general provisions 

1. The President, Vice-Presidents and Quaestors shall be elected by secret ballot, in 
accordance with the provisions of Rule 169. Nominations shall be with consent. They may only 
be made by a political group or by at least forty Members. However, if the number of 
nominations does not exceed the number of seats to be filled, the candidates may be elected by 
acclamation. 

If a Vice-President is to be replaced and there is only one candidate, he or she may be elected 
by acclamation. The President is empowered to decide, at his discretion, whether the election is 
to take place by acclamation or by a secret ballot. The candidate elected takes the place of his 
or her predecessor in the order of precedence. 
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2. In the election of the President, Vice-Presidents and Quaestors, account should be taken 
of the need to ensure an overall fair representation of Member States and political views. 

Rule 14  
Election of President - opening address 

1. The President shall be elected first. Nominations shall be handed before each ballot to 
the Member provisionally in the Chair by virtue of Rule 12, who shall announce them to 
Parliament. If after three ballots no candidate has obtained an absolute majority of the votes cast, 
the fourth ballot shall be confined to the two Members who have obtained the highest number of 
votes in the third ballot. In the event of a tie the elder candidate shall be declared elected. 

2. As soon as the President has been elected, the Member who is provisionally in the Chair 
by virtue of Rule 12 shall vacate the Chair. Only the elected President may deliver an opening 
address. 

Rule 164 
Right to vote 
 
The right to vote is a personal right. 
 
Members shall cast their votes individually and in person. 
 
Any infringement of this Rule is considered as a serious case of disorder as referred to in 
Rule 153(1) and shall have the legal consequences mentioned in that Rule. 
 
Rule 168 
Electronic voting 
 
1. The President may at any time decide that the voting operations indicated in Rules 165, 
167 and 169 shall be carried out by means of the electronic voting system. 
 
Where the electronic voting system cannot be used for technical reasons, voting shall take place 
in accordance with Rules 165, 167(2) or 169. 
 
The technical arrangements for using the electronic voting system shall be governed by 
instructions from the Bureau. 
 
2. Where an electronic vote is taken, only the numerical result of the vote shall be recorded. 
However, if a vote by roll call has been requested in accordance with Rule 167(1), the votes 
shall be recorded in the minutes of the sitting by political group in the alphabetical order of 
Members’ names. 
 
3. The vote by roll call shall be taken in accordance with Rule 167(2) if a majority of the 
Members present so request. The system indicated in paragraph 1 of this Rule may be used to 
determine whether a majority exists. 
 
Rule 169  
Voting by secret ballot 

1. In the case of appointments, voting shall be by secret ballot without prejudice to Rules 
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13(1), 186(1) and 191(2), second subparagraph. 

Only ballot papers bearing the names of Members who have been nominated shall be taken into 
account in calculating the number of votes cast. 

2. Voting may also be by secret ballot if this is requested by at least one-fifth of the 
component Members of Parliament. Such requests must be made before voting begins. 

When a request for a secret ballot is submitted before voting begins by at least one-fifth of the 
component Members of Parliament, Parliament must hold such a vote. 

3. A request for a secret ballot shall take priority over a request for a vote by roll call. 

4. Between two and eight Members chosen by lot shall count the votes cast in a secret 
ballot, unless an electronic vote is taken. 

In the case of votes pursuant to paragraph 1, candidates shall not act as tellers. 

The names of Members who have taken part in a secret ballot shall be recorded in the minutes 
of the sitting at which the ballot was held. 

Rule 186  
Composition of committees 

1. Members of committees and committees of inquiry shall be elected after nominations 
have been submitted by the political groups and the non-attached Members. The Conference of 
Presidents shall submit proposals to Parliament. The composition of the committees shall, as far 
as possible, reflect the composition of Parliament. 

When Members change their political group they shall retain, for the remainder of their two-
and-a-half year term of office, the seats they hold in parliamentary committees. However, if a 
Member’s change of political group has the effect of disturbing the fair representation of 
political views in a committee, new proposals for the composition of that committee are made by 
the Conference of Presidents in accordance with the procedure laid down in paragraph 1, 
second sentence, so that the individual rights of the Member concerned are guaranteed. 

The proportionality of the distribution of committee seats among political groups must not 
depart from the nearest appropriate whole number. If a group decides not to take seats on a 
committee, the seats in question will remain vacant and the committee shall be reduced in size 
by the corresponding number. Exchange of seats between political groups is not allowed. 

2. Amendments to the proposals of the Conference of Presidents shall be admissible only if 
they are tabled by at least forty Members. Parliament shall vote on such amendments by secret 
ballot. 

3. Members shall be deemed to be elected on the basis of the proposals by the Conference 
of Presidents, as and where amended in accordance with  paragraph 2. 

4. If a political group fails to submit nominations for membership of a committee of inquiry 
in accordance with paragraph 1 within a time limit set by the Conference of Presidents, the 
Conference of Presidents shall submit to Parliament only the nominations communicated to it 
within that time-limit. 

5. The Conference of Presidents may provisionally decide to fill any vacancy on a 
committee with the agreement of the persons to be appointed, having regard to paragraph 1. 
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6. Any such changes shall be placed before Parliament for ratification at the next sitting. 

 
Rule 187  
Substitutes 

1. The political groups and the non-attached Members may appoint a number of permanent 
substitutes for each committee equal to the number of full members representing them on the 
committee. The President shall be informed accordingly. These permanent substitutes shall be 
entitled to attend and speak at committee meetings and, if the full member is absent, to take part 
in the vote. 

2. In addition, in the absence of the full member and where no permanent substitutes have 
been appointed or in their absence, the full member of the committee may arrange to be 
represented at meetings by another member of the same political group, who shall be entitled to 
vote. The name of the substitute shall be notified to the chair of the committee prior to the 
beginning of the voting session. 

Paragraph 2 shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the non-attached Members. 

The advance notification provided for in the last sentence of paragraph 2 must be given before 
the end of the debate or before the opening of the vote on the item or items for which the full 
member is to be replaced. 

 * * * 

The provisions of this Rule encompass two concepts which are clearly defined by this text: 

– a political group may not have more permanent substitutes on a committee than 
it has full members; 

– only political groups are entitled to appoint permanent substitutes, on the sole 
condition that they inform the President. 

To conclude: 

– the status of permanent substitutes depends exclusively on membership of a given 
political group; 

– if the number of a political group’s full members in a committee changes, the 
maximum number of permanent substitutes which it can appoint to that 
committee changes accordingly; 

– Members who change their political group may not keep the status of permanent 
substitute which they had as members of their original group; 

– a committee member may not under any circumstances be a substitute for a 
colleague who belongs to another political group. 

 

Rule 190 
Subcommittees 

1. Subject to prior authorisation by the Conference of Presidents, a standing or special 
committee may, in the interests of its work, appoint one or more subcommittees, at the same 
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time determining their composition, in accordance with Rule 186, and their areas of 
responsibility. Subcommittees shall report to the committee that set them up. 

2. The procedure for subcommittees shall be the same as for committees. 

3. Substitutes shall be allowed to sit on subcommittees under the same conditions as on 
committees. 

4. The application of these provisions must safeguard the interdependence between a 
subcommittee and the committee within which it is set up. For this purpose all the full members 
of a subcommittee shall be chosen from among the members of the parent committee. 

 

Rule 191  
Committee bureaux 

1. At the first committee meeting after the election of committee members pursuant to Rule 
186, the committee shall elect a bureau consisting of a chair and of vice-chairs who shall be 
elected in separate ballots. The number of vice-chairs to be elected shall be determined by 
Parliament upon a proposal by the Conference of Presidents. 

This Rule does not preclude the chair of the main committee from involving the Chairs of the 
subcommittees in the work of the bureau or from permitting them to chair debates on issues 
specifically dealt with by the subcommittees in question – on the contrary, it allows this – 
provided that this way of proceeding is submitted to the bureau in its entirety for its 
consideration and that it receives the bureau’s agreement. 

2. Where the number of nominations corresponds to the number of seats to be filled, the 
election may take place by acclamation. 

Where this is not the case, or at the request of one-sixth of the members of the committee, the 
election shall take place by secret ballot. 

If there is only one candidate, the election shall be won by an absolute majority of the votes cast, 
these to include votes cast for and against. 

Where there is more than one candidate at the first ballot, the candidate who obtains an absolute 
majority of the votes cast, as defined in the preceding subparagraph, shall be elected. At the 
second ballot, the candidate who obtains the highest number of votes shall be elected. In the 
event of a tie, the oldest candidate shall be elected. 

Where a second ballot is required, new candidates may be nominated. 

 

Rule 195  
Voting in committee 

1. Any Member may table amendments for consideration in the committee responsible. 

2. A committee may validly vote when one-quarter of its members are actually present. 

However, if so requested by one-sixth of its members before voting begins, the vote shall be 
valid only if the majority of the component members of the committee have taken part in it. 

3. Voting in committee shall be by show of hands, unless a quarter of the committee’s 
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members request a vote by roll call. In this case the vote shall be taken in accordance with Rule 
167(2). 

4. The chair may take part in discussions and may vote, but without having a casting vote. 

5. In the light of the amendments tabled, the committee may, instead of proceeding to a 
vote, request the rapporteur to submit a new draft taking account of as many of the amendments 
as possible. A new deadline shall then be set for amendments to this draft. 

 

Rule 196  
Provisions concerning plenary sittings applicable in committee 

Rules 12, 13, 14, 17, 18, 36 to 44, 148, 149(2) and (10), 152, 154, 156 to 159, 161, 163(1), 164, 
165, 168, 169, 171 to 174, 177 and 178 shall apply mutatis mutandis to committee meetings. 
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Annex I to the Rules of Procedure: 

On 1st December 2011, the Amendment to the Rules of Procedure regarding the Code of 
Conduct for Members of the European Parliament in respect of financial interests and 
conflicts of interest (P7_TA-PROV(2011)0540) was adopted in Plenary, though the 
consolidated text is yet to be established. The resolution is, however, due to come into force 
in January 2012. 
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Annex III 

11/07/2011 

2010 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2010 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 
 

2 Questions 
 In general, before the hearing, written questions followed by written 

answers are not expected. However, there may be written questions on 
matters which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation 
of replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 6 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 24 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. Both questions and answers will be in English as much as 
possible. 

 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

 

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

 

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 
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 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 

 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 

 

6 After the hearing 
 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex I of the Framework 

Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing, should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners'/Commission staff. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


