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External energy policy: EU should strengthen its negotiating position
 
Ensuring reliable energy supplies and transparency in agreements whilst creating legal certainty
to ensure the continuity of investments are the key challenges facing proposed new legislation
debated in an Industry Research and Energy Committee hearing with experts on Tuesday.
 
Yesterday's hearing was organised as a joint initiative of the two rapporteurs: Krišjānis Kariņš (EPP,
LV) who will steer through Parliament the new legislation on an "Exchange Mechanism
with regard to intergovernmental agreements between Member States and third countries
in the field of energy" and Edit Herczog (S&D, HU), the rapporteur of the own-initiative
report on "Energy policy cooperation with partners beyond our borders".
 
EU should speak with one voice
Commissioner Oettinger stressed the importance of ensuring reliable energy supplies at
affordable prices saying that "Member States will achieve more by working together".
Creating legal certainty for all investors is crucial and the proposed new legal instrument
aims at this exactly.
 
Both Mr Kariņš and Ms Herczog agreed that the new legislation is a first step in creating a
common EU external energy policy and  Edit Herczog suggested that "internal market
rules have to be the baseline" for this policy.
 
External policy versus energy policy
 
Ms Del Castillo (EPP, ES) and Ms Tzavela (EFD, EL) both highlighted the negative
consequences EU foreign policy decisions can have for certain Member States - referring
to the recent embargo on imports of oil from Iran. Commissioner Oettinger said that there
are cases where "external policy should prevail on energy policy".
 
Confidentiality versus Transparency
 
Ms Beate Raabe, Secretary-General of EUROGAS, highlighted the need to secure that no
commercially sensitive information will be made public whilst she suggested reducing the
time Commission will take to examine the compatibility of these agreements with EU law
(Commission's proposal suggests a period of four months).
 
Krišjānis Kariņš (EPP, LV) said that EU needs to find a fine line between confidentiality
and the need for transparency in these inter-governmental agreements as it is also
important for industry to "know its investments are compatible with EU law". "We all have
the same goal", he said. The same view was shared by Dr Frank Umbach, Head of the
programme "International Energy Security" at the Centre for European Security Strategies,
who said that confidentiality is important but "we need more transparency in order to
strengthen EU's external dimension".
 
 
Background and next steps
 
The legislative proposal, tabled by the Commission last September, would require an
exchange of information between the Commission and the Member States on all inter-
governmental agreements on energy supply from non-EU countries, while the Commission
would take part in the negotiations as an observer examining also the compliance of these
agreements with EU law.
 
Committee vote on the legislative report by Krišjānis Kariņš is scheduled for 28 February and
the vote on the own-initiative report by Edit Herczog for 21 March (provisional timetable).
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Catch up via Video on Demand (VOD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/search?legislature=7&organ-code=&start-
date=&end-date=&pageIndex<
 
Draft programme and presentations of the hearing
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/ITRE/events.html
 
Meeting documents (23 January 2012)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/itre/itre_20120123_1500.htm
 
Website of the Industry, Research and Energy Committee
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE
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