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Debating cohesion package: MEPs ask for more flexibility and less red tape 

The Committee on Regional Development focused on core aspects of the cohesion package 
on Wednesday, in the first debate with the Danish Presidency and another debate with 
Commissioner Johannes Hahn. MEPs pursued also detailed examination of the general and 
fund-specific regulations proposals with focus on flexibility and quotas, categories of 
regions, simplification and conditionalities.

Nicolai Wammen, Denmark's EU Minister, tried to dispel before the MEPs the "myth" that his country, 
as net payer, would not be interested in taking the negotiations on the cohesion package further. 
„Our methods will be different from those of the Polish Presidency, but the aim is the same“, he said. 
He told MEPs that Denmark intends to move negotiations forward in parallel with the multi-annual 
financial framework negotiations but warned that none of the talks would be finalized by the end of 
the Danish Presidency.

Macro-economic conditionality should be the "last resort" according to Mr Hahn

In his second exchange of views with MEPs on the cohesion package proposals, Commissioner 
Johannes Hahn praised the “hard work” of REGI committee and called for negotiations to “follow in 
parallel in the Council and the Parliament”. MEPs, led by rapporteurs on the general regulation,
Constanze Krehl (S&D, DE) and Lambert Van Nistelrooij (EPP, NL), quizzed the Commissioner 
about the exact nature of the Common Strategic Framework, concrete proposals for simplification for 
end-users or more flexibility allowing cohesion policy to be tailored to the needs of a given region. 

Faced with strong reservations of MEPs on the macro-economic conditionality, Mr Hahn maintained 
that it was a “last resort” solution but promised the Commission would come forward with details of 
“how theoretically it would be applied”. Asked for stronger involvement of regional and local 
authorities in drawing partnership contracts, the Commissioner conceded, much to dissatisfaction of 
REGI members, that this would “depend on the Member States”. He also tried to dispel worries of 
MEPs about rigidity of the allocation quotas saying these were “minimum numbers and the flexibility 
comes after this”. 

Commissioner: Eventual cuts in cohesion budget should be linear

Admitting that “the devil lies in details”, Mr Hahn nevertheless called on MEPs to support the overall 
design of the cohesion reform, warning that “if we wait for the budget negotiations to be concluded, 
the whole architecture of the policy can be affected”. He also said that “if there was a reduction in our 
budget at the end of the day, the cuts should be linear“ but tried to reassure the MEPs stressing that 
„our assumption is to get what we have asked for.“ 

MEPs ask for more tailor-made solutions for regions

Discussing a new working document prepared by rapporteurs on the general regulation, MEPs 
rejected again rigid, top-down earmarking as potentially counterproductive and called for more 
flexibility allowing to better target specific regional needs. 

"Theoretical framework will not fit concrete needs on the ground,” said Lambert Van Nistelrooij (EPP, 
NL), echoed by other members who defend the thematic concentration but are convinced the regions 
should be given more freedom and flexibility than the Commission is proposing. 



Jan Olbrycht (EPP, PL), rapporteur on ERDF regulation, underlined that all thematic concentrations 
included in specific regulations lined up lead to “smaller and smaller flexibility”. Riikka Manner 
(ALDE, FI), rapporteur on ETC regulation, wondered if it was possible to “go from four to five 
priorities” for projects covered by European Territorial Cooperation objectives or “to enlarge the 
scope of priorities as such.”

Member States should cut the red tape, say MEPs

For MEPs, it is crucial that real, not only superficial simplification measures are taken for the benefit 
of the end-beneficiaries of cohesion funding. Constanze Krehl (S&D, DE) stressed that "Member 
States too need to play the ball. The danger is that they might create their own red tape even if the 
Commission simplifies things." Focusing specifically on the benefits of E-Cohesion policy, Oldřich 
Vlasák (ECR, CZ) warned against a double work: "there should be no more e-communication in 
parallel with the paper mail," he said.

MEPs aim at the first reading agreement with the Council on the overall cohesion package.
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