
 

 

REPLY TO QUESTION FOLLOWING THE HEARING OF 

COMMISSIONER GEOGHEGAN-QUINN ON 23 JANUARY 2012 

 

Subject: Discharge procedure 2010; additional question relating to error rate 
in research programmes  

Following the question from the rapporteur for the Discharge of the Commission on the 
error rate in research programmes, the following additional information is provided. 

The level of error for that part of the FP6 and FP7 expenditure implemented by DG RTD 
as at December 2011 is the following: 

For FP6, the representative error rate on a multi-annual basis is 3,4%. The residual error 
rate on a multi-annual basis, which is the level of error remaining after the corrections 
and recoveries by the Commission services following their audits have been made, 
amounts to around 2,4%. Since the audit cycle for FP6 is almost complete, these results 
are relatively stable and can be considered representative of the population. 

For FP7 the audit cycle is still at a relatively early stage, and may not yet be fully 
representative. The reason is that there was not a sufficient mass of FP7 interim and final 
payments from which to take a meaningful sample until January 2010. 

For FP7, the provisional representative error rate is a little above 4% on a multi-annual 
basis, but this is based on a relatively limited sample, and concentrated on new or 
unaudited beneficiaries, where a higher error rate can be expected. However, it should be 
noted that there has not yet been enough time to see the full effects of recoveries and 
corrections on a multi-annual basis, nor the effects of the simplification measures 
introduced in 2011.  

As regards the error rates referred to above, for both FP6 and FP7, it should be noted that 
they are – contrary to the methodology of European Court of Auditors – exclusively 
based on audits of interim and final payments and do not include pre-financing 
expenditure.  

 

 


