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13th Meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee
Tuesday, 30 November 2010

Valparaíso, Chile

The delegations from the Chilean National Congress and the European Parliament to the EU-
Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), led by their Co-Chairs, Mr Pablo Lorenzini and Ms 
María Muñiz de Urquiza, upon conclusion of the work of the 13th Interparliamentary Meeting, 
have agreed the following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The Chilean and European delegations are satisfied to see that the two annual meetings 
provided for in the Rules of Procedure governing the operation of the EU-Chile Joint 
Parliamentary Committee have taken place as planned, in addition to the regular Bureau 
meetings, helping to consolidate, strengthen and galvanise bilateral inter-parliamentary links as 
part of the Association Agreement between Chile and the European Union;

2. The European delegation congratulates Chile, its authorities, its people and in particular the 
rescue workers, for the exemplary and moving process leading up to the successful rescue of the 
33 trapped miners from the depths of the San Jose mine; the Chilean delegation, for its part, 
thanks the citizens of Europe for their constant concern for and interest in the fate of the miners, 
and the encouragement and support of the EU and its members throughout this difficult time;

3. Both delegations consider the Fourth EU-Chile Summit, held on 17 May 2010, in Madrid, to 
have been highly successful and note its conclusions, as a palpable expression of the maturity 
and mutual trust which have grown out of political dialogue framed by the Association 
Agreement;

4. Both parties consider that the Agreement has been a highly effective tool in fostering bilateral 
relations in the spheres of political dialogue, cooperation and trade, and note that bilateral 
exchange and investment have substantially increased since the free trade Agreement entered 
into force over seven years ago;

5. Nevertheless, both delegations reiterate their recommendation that there should be greater
promotion and dissemination of the contents and opportunities offered by the Association 
Agreement, especially those benefiting the general public and SMEs, the latter being the biggest 
creators of employment in both the EU and Chile;

6. The Chilean and European delegations emphasise their full support  for the Association for 
Development and Innovation (ADI), established at the Seventh Meeting of the Association 
Committee, and welcome the adoption of its roadmap and work programme, which will allow 
this initiative to become operational, thereby helping to promote and strengthen bilateral, 
regional and biregional links, with particular emphasis on economic growth and social cohesion 
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in the crucial areas of education, energy and the environment, with special focus on the cross-
cutting theme of innovation;

7. Both delegations fully support the commitment by Chile and the European Union, as 
expressed in the Joint Communiqué of the Fourth EU-Chile Summit, to 'coordinate their work at 
international level on the main global topics by enhancing bilateral policy exchanges on global 
issues such as environment, climate change, human security, disarmament, free trade, energy, 
science and technology and the formation of human capital', and consider it essential to 
coordinate positions and paths of action to this end in multilateral fora;

8. The EP and Chilean delegations reaffirm their commitment to the international strategy on 
climate change and support the initiative by authorities on both sides to work together in drafting 
a legally-binding international agreement on reducing and limiting CO2 emissions on the basis 
of the shared and differentiated responsibility principle, to be reached at the Sixteenth Session of 
the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change to be held in 
Cancún, Mexico from 29 November to 10 December 2010;

9. Both delegations express their satisfaction with the progress made in conserving biodiversity, 
which is of undeniable importance to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to long-term 
human wellbeing. To this end, they note with satisfaction that the Tenth Meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, held in Nagoya, Japan, 
in October 2010, reached an agreement to approve a strategic plan for biodiversity 2011-2020, 
which will protect 17% of the planet's land areas and 10% of its marine areas, and has reached a 
consensus, after 10 years of talks, on adopting a protocol on the use and fair distribution of 
benefits derived from genetic resources;

10. Both parties welcome the progress made in bilateral cooperation since entry into force of the 
Association Agreement, and the positive results obtained in various fields, demonstrating clear 
consistency between its priorities and those established by the Association for Development and 
Innovation (ADI);

11. Both delegations specifically reaffirm their satisfaction with bilateral cooperation in the 
sphere of science and technology and the growing participation by Chilean researchers in the 
Seventh Framework Programme, recognising its contribution to human capital formation, 
innovation and national development;

12. Both delegations also fully support the results of the Erasmus Mundus programme's Chilean 
'window', as well as those of the other European programmes in which Chile participates as a 
partner, for their significant contribution to education, as a key factor in building human capital;

13. Both the Chilean and EP delegations furthermore strongly endorse these bilateral cooperation 
initiatives for their proactive role in strengthening regional and biregional cooperation. They also 
stress their support for the development of triangular cooperation with other Latin American, 
Caribbean and developing countries, confirming their recommendation that this form of 
cooperation should include, inter alia, governance, modernisation of the state, social 
development policy, education, public safety, innovation, agriculture, health, and improving 
disaster preparedness;
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14. Both parties reaffirm their commitment to working together for the achievement of the 
Millennium Development Goals, and support all cooperation measures liable to be adopted in the 
framework of the Association for Development and Innovation in order to assist the countries of 
Latin America in achieving those goals;

15. Both delegations welcome Chile's renewed interest, within the framework of the Fourth
Bilateral Summit, in moving towards completion of a far-reaching aviation agreement with the 
EU and its intention to put forward creative and original proposals to this end. They note that 
both parties have agreed to make every effort to facilitate a start in negotiations. They further 
reiterate their recommendation that the Council authorise the Commission to start such 
negotiations with a view to establishing an air transport agreement, with particular reference to 
the sphere of cargo transport, consolidating the trade and political links between the parties and 
taking into account the shared interests of operators, passengers and the governments of both 
parties;

16. The EP delegation is pleased to note the successful conclusion of the ratification process of 
the framework agreement between Chile and the European Investment Bank (EIB) and its entry 
into force. Both parties express their keen interest in the soonest possible implementation of this 
agreement, in order that the BEI may start work in Chile, helping to fund investment projects in 
sectors such as renewable energies and in the medium- and long-term reconstruction of 
infrastructure affected by the February 2010 earthquake;

17. Both delegations strongly support the results of the Sixth EU-LAC summit, held in Madrid 
on 18 May 2010, which have strengthened the Biregional Strategic Partnership by including a 
commitment to working as 'global partners' in facing the challenges of the international agenda 
and adopting a 2010-2012 Action Plan centred on specific goals and deadlines for action in the 
main areas identified for joint activity;

18. The Chilean and EP delegations welcome the creation of the Latin America Investment 
Facility, which has already been assigned funding from the Community budget and is designed 
to finance infrastructural projects promoting integration, interconnectivity and social cohesion;

19. Both delegations reiterate their support for the creation of the EULAC Foundation as an 
instrument for strengthening the Biregional Strategic Partnership through increased dialogue on 
joint strategies and actions, leading to better understanding between the two regions and a higher 
profile for the Biregional Partnership. They therefore urge the competent authorities to make 
every effort to ensure it becomes operational as soon as possible and express their willingness to 
actively participate in the detailed definition of its goals, structure and working procedure;

20. The European delegation is pleased that Chile is to host the Seventh EU-LAC summit, to be 
held in 2012, and both delegations express their willingness to work together in identifying 
priority topics for the agenda of said summit and to contribute to its preparation, to ensure that 
the summit, and the Biregional Partnership as a whole, runs smoothly and efficiently and gives 
due importance to the work of assessing and monitoring the goals of the 2010-2012 Action Plan;

21. Both parties reaffirm their commitment to continue consolidating biregional cooperation in 
the area of migration, on the basis of a structured dialogue and with reference to the objectives 
and work programme agreed for this area in the 2010-2012 Action Plan;
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22. The EP delegation notes the information provided by the Chilean delegation detailing 
progress made in reforming the laws affecting indigenous peoples and recognizes the efforts 
made by the Chilean authorities and other social forces to bring to an end the hunger strike by 
Mapuche communal landowners and to channel into dialogue the demands of indigenous peoples 
for recognition, with due respect for peaceful coexistence and the rights of all. The European
delegation hopes that the legal reforms currently underway will make it possible to safeguard the 
basic and human rights of the indigenous peoples through a real institutional dialogue;

23. Both delegations confirm their determination to continue working, within the framework of 
the Association Agreement, to strengthen the mechanisms enabling the original peoples to 
preserve their identities while furthering their social and economic development;

24. Both delegations highlight the importance of intensifying efforts to deepen the Association 
Agreement and adapt it to the new economic and political situation in the European Union and 
Chile, making it possible both to achieve progress in its implementation, including the new 
developments clause and the review clause, and to develop the opportunities arising in terms of
access to markets for goods and services and capital and investment flows, on the basis of the 
principle of reciprocity and seeking a suitable balance between the interests of both parties;

25. The EP and Chilean delegations undertake to continue the development and strengthening of 
institutional exchanges and other forms of contact between officials, believing that such contacts 
contribute to improved awareness of best practices and therefore benefit both parties;

26. The Joint Parliamentary Committee is pleased to note the conclusion of the Convention on 
the Conservation and Management of High Seas Fishery Resources in the South Pacific Ocean, 
with the signature on 26 July 2010 of the European Union as its seventh party, and calls on all 
the participating parliaments to ratify it as soon as possible. The members express satisfaction 
with the terms of the Convention, which establishes a regional fisheries organisation for the 
South Pacific at the initiative of New Zealand, Australia and Chile in order to manage stocks of 
jack mackerel and other species for their sustainable future exploitation;

27. The Joint Committee members support implementation of Article 10 of the EU-Chile 
Association Agreement, which provides for the creation of a Joint Consultative Committee 
composed of an equal number of members of the European Economic and Social Committee and 
of members of the corresponding institution dealing with economic and social matters in Chile, 
the function of which shall be to participate in the Association Council in order to promote 
dialogue and cooperation between the various economic and social organisations of civil society 
in the EU and Chile. They also call for periodic meetings to be held with representatives of civil 
society in the EU and Chile, in order to keep them informed about the implementation of the 
Association Agreement;

28. The two delegations agree to forward this declaration to the members of the Association 
Council, reiterating their hope that the two co-chairs of the EU-Chile JCP will be able to attend 
that Council's future meetings;

29. Both delegations agree to hold the 14th meeting of the EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 
Committee in Brussels on Monday, 24 and Tuesday, 25 January 2011.

Signed in Valparaíso, Chile, 30 November 2010.
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MARÍA MUÑIZ DE URQUIZA
Chair

EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee

PABLO LORENZINI BASSO
Chair
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Chilean National Parliament – European 

Parliament


	840373EN.doc

