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Meeting of the European Union-Chile
Joint Parliamentary Committee

Valparaíso, Chile; Wednesday, 2 November 2011

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The delegations representing the Chilean National Congress and the European Parliament 
express their satisfaction at the fact that the annual meetings provided for in the Rules of 
Procedure of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, of which there have been 15 to date, have 
taken place regularly: this is doing much to consolidate and deepen bilateral relations as a 
whole under the Association Agreement.

2. The Chilean and European Parliament delegations note that in the eight years since the 
Association Agreement entered into force, political dialogue, cooperation, and trade have 
been strengthened. They welcome the fact that, to date, there have been 5 ministerial-level 
meetings of the Association Council, 8 senior official-level meetings of the Association 
Committee, 14 interparliamentary meetings, 1 meeting of the Social Cohesion Forum, 2 
human rights dialogue meetings, and 2 meetings of the Civil Society Forum. They note in 
particular that a solid, transparent political relationship has developed, a fact which has 
facilitated initiatives of various kinds, for example coordination in international forums and 
support for several Chilean initiatives at bilateral and regional levels, especially as regards the 
Social Cohesion Forum.

3. The two delegations recognise the strategic importance of the ties which Latin America 
and the Caribbean have with the EU and consider that the bi-regional summits offer a decisive 
opportunity to advance the bi-regional strategic partnership. They reaffirm their willingness to 
work together to make a greater success of the next summit and endorse the proposed central 
theme of a ‘Partnership for sustainable development: Promoting socially and environmentally 
advantageous investment’, bearing in mind especially that in the present context of economic 
crisis investment has a vital role to play, for instance in supporting development, boosting 
economic growth and fostering corporate social responsibility, creating jobs and reducing 
inequalities, improving education and human capital, protecting the environment, and 
promoting renewable energy sources.

4. The two delegations are keen to focus further attention on the trade pillar of the 
Association Agreement and continue the discussion on the ‘Evolution clause’, which brings 
the necessary flexibility to the Agreement, thus enabling trade to be intensified for the benefit 
of both parties while maintaining a proper balance in terms of their interests.

5. The Chilean and European delegations applaud the vigorous pace at which trade between 
Chile and the EU has been proceeding this year. They note that during the first half of 2011 
the volume of trade rose to USD 12 740 million, an increase of 40% compared with the 
corresponding period in 2010. As regards the long term, they likewise welcome the fact that 
the two-way investment flow has continued to expand, as is strikingly demonstrated by EU 
investment in the Chilean commercial, mining, industrial, electricity, gas, and financial 
services sectors. European investment in Chile stands at a total of USD 28 600 million, 
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equivalent to 36% of aggregate foreign direct investment in Chile. Chilean investment in the 
EU has also made headway, amounting to USD 872 million over the past 20 years.

6. The two delegations note that significant progress has been made under the bilateral 
cooperation programmes and in two cases in particular, namely the programme aimed at 
promoting social cohesion in Chile and the innovation and competitiveness programme. The 
technical assessment of the two programmes by independent consulting firms has produced 
encouraging findings: while the programmes were being implemented, the European added 
value component increased substantially – in quantitative and qualitative terms – and they are 
both expected to have a far-reaching impact. The parties believe that these achievements will 
encourage potentially valuable cooperation in other areas, for example modernisation of the 
state and its regulatory processes.

7. The Chilean delegation urges its European partners to continue a fruitful dialogue 
regarding the possibility of widening bilateral cooperation to encompass new forms of 
partnership, including greater participation of civil society and the private sector, and 
triangular cooperation with other LAC countries (Article 50 of the EU-Chile Association 
Agreement).

8. The European delegation is keeping a close watch on developments in the situation 
brought about by student protest in Chile and the policies being proposed and drawn up, 
whether by the Government or by various political and trade union forces. It is looking to the 
Chilean Parliament to carry on a wide-ranging debate, informed by open-mindedness and by 
political will and foresight, on long-term strategies to enable all citizens to have fair access to 
a high standard of education, irrespective of their socio-economic or socio-cultural situation.

9. The Chilean delegation is looking to the Community institutions to take the political and 
technical decisions required to keep the European economy solvent and provide for the fiscal 
consolidation and stimulus measures necessary to revive economic growth, proceeding on a 
basis of solidarity among EU Member States.

10. The two delegations are focusing attention on, and taking note of, the waves of social 
activism seen recently in Chile and some EU Member States, and are seeking to engage in 
fruitful dialogue with social organisations in order to channel their desires and aspirations 
through existing institutional machinery and, in particular, representative bodies.

11. The parties both confirm their commitment to setting up a joint consultative committee to 
promote direct dialogue and dynamic cooperation between the diverse economic and social 
forces making up civil society in Chile and in the EU. They accordingly await with interest 
the opinion to be delivered by the EESC following its visit to Chile a few weeks ago to survey 
the situation on the ground.

12. The parties both reaffirm their commitment to setting up a migration observatory to 
enable permanent, accurate, and comprehensive monitoring to be brought to bear on every 
aspect of migration in the Euro-Latin American area so as to help ensure that migration is 
managed in an orderly way, taking into account the different labour market situations, and 
strictly in accordance with the human rights enshrined in the various international legal 
instruments and in the parties’ laws. The two delegations reiterate their view that migration 
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must become a tool serving to contribute to economic and social development in Europe and 
Latin America.

13. The European delegation is interested to see the improvements currently being made to 
the legislation on indigenous peoples in Chile, especially the adjustments to laws and 
standards that will give full effect to International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 
169.

14. The two delegations agree to hold the 16th JPC meeting in the first half of 2012, in 
Brussels.

15. The two delegations undertake to send this declaration to the members of the Association 
Council and again express the hope that the Co-Chairs of the EU-Chile JPC will be allowed to 
attend future Council meetings.

Signed in Valparaíso on 2 November 2011

Delegation from the European Parliament Delegation from the Chilean National
to the EU-Chile JPC Congress to the EU-Chile JPC

María Muñiz de Urquiza Alberto Espina Otero
Chair Chair
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