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EUROPEAN UNION-CHILE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

16th Meeting of the EU–Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee
Tuesday, 24 January 2012

Brussels, Belgium

The delegations of the European Parliament and of the National Congress of Chile in the 
European Union-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee, led by its Co-Chairs, Mrs María 
MUÑIZ DE URQUIZA, and Mr Alberto ESPINA OTERO, on concluding their work in the 
16th Interparliamentary Meeting, agree to the following

JOINT DECLARATION

The delegations of the European Parliament and the National Congress of Chile have held 16 
meetings to date, thus fulfilling the provisions of this meeting’s rules of procedure, to hold 
two annual meetings, one in Europe, and one in Chile, alternately. They also point to the 
regular meetings of the committee, allowing the agenda and programme of joint activities to 
be agreed, and thus contributing to the consolidation of bilateral relations;

2. - Both delegations addressed the political and economic changes within their regions and 
the world. In this regard, they were clear that the competent authorities should take all 
possible measures to prevent a new global crisis, which might bring about undesirable effects 
for citizens and for society. They noted in particular the need for action to increase the 
solvency of their economies, reduce public debt, strengthen measures to stimulate investment, 
stabilise the financial markets and stimulate economic growth and job creation;

They also agreed on the need to strengthen political representativeness, which is essential for 
achieving the goals of creating prosperous, egalitarian, fair and inclusive societies;

They also recognised the stability of Chile’s economy as a result of efforts made over the last 
decades, which is shown in the estimated economic growth of 6.3% in 2011 %, due mainly to 
increases in investment and in internal and external demand, pointing to a sound public 
finance policy enabling the adoption of measures to stimulate economic activity and generate 
employment, while also making use of increased taxation to aid the reconstruction of the 
country;
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The European Parliament Delegation congratulates Chile on its efforts to make a success of 
the 1st EU-CELAC Summit and welcomes with special satisfaction the topic chosen for it:
"Alliance for Sustainable Development: Promoting investment in social quality and the 
environment"; both delegations take note of the proposal to postpone the Summit until 
January 2013, and reiterate their willingness and interest in participating in the preparatory 
work and in contributing to its success;

Both delegations agree on the need to bring their cooperation up to date, adapting it to the 
new socio-economic situation of the EU and Chile, as well as to their levels of development; 
in this regard, they emphasise the need to designate new areas of cooperation to which both 
parties can contribute equally, and to enter more deeply into areas of shared interest, as well 
as extending bilateral cooperation to new forms of association;

6. - The Chilean delegation reiterate their interest in moving to a rapid and effective 
implementation of the Evolution Clause, with the aim of complying with Article 74, Chapter 
I, of the “Free Movement of Goods” Title of Part 4 of the Agreement on “Trade and Trade-
Related Matters”, on the opportunities for granting each other further concessions with a view 
to improving liberalisation of trade in agricultural products and processed agricultural 
products, as well as obtaining authorisation for the certification of organic products and 
approving the mechanism for the certification of superior quality meat. With a view to this, 
the competent authorities are encouraged to open appropriate negotiations over eliminating 
and removing obstacles to bilateral trade. The EP delegation reiterates that any strengthening 
of the evolution clause must be based on the common interest of both parties and maintain the 
spirit of reciprocity that characterises the Association Agreement;

7. - Both parties express their willingness to continue working on the issues of the protection 
of personal data and the consolidation of financial debt, with the aim of setting up a legal 
regime for protecting individuals from abuses to which they may be vulnerable. With this in 
view, they undertake to exchange information and experiences on this issue at a seminar to be 
convened, inviting the OECD, within the framework of this organisation’s guidelines on the 
handling of personal data;

8. - In relation to cooperation between the European Union and Chile in multinational fora 
concerned with the fight against drug trafficking and organised crime, the delegations 
emphasise the need for a united front in combating these scourges, in order to achieve a 
situation in which citizens have the right to go about their lives in peace and tranquillity. The 
parties emphasise that it is imperative to strengthen communication and coordination links 
between all the institutions working in this area;

9. - Both delegations declare that renewable energy and energy security are key elements in 
preserving the environment and combatting climate change. In relation to this issue, they 
restate the importance of technology transfer between the parties, to foster development, 
innovation and competitiveness in these areas.

The parties emphasise that they will both move towards a target of 20% of renewable energy 
by 2020.

They value the CENER Spain and CENER Chile Agreement on the Biobío Project, and 
similarly agree to move forward on Article 22 of the Association Agreement on Cooperation 
on Energy in order to facilitate investment, job creation and policy formation.



DV\890054EN.doc 3/4

EN

At the same time they agree to set up a parliamentary to look into the possibility of extending 
environmental requirements and standards to energy projects.

The European delegation follows with special interest the developing situation that has arisen 
following the student demands in Chile, and the policies put forward and developed by both 
the government and diverse political actors and unions, and is confident that dialogue is the 
best method for arriving at public policies that guarantee the quality, availability and 
financing of education at all levels based on the principle of equality of opportunity, 
regardless of students’ social, economic or cultural situation. It notes the decisions taken by 
the student movement in relation to occupations and other types of demonstration, as well as 
its position on pending legislation in various areas of concern to it. It urges all parties 
involved to continue an open dialogue with a view to finding a satisfactory solution;

11. - The European Delegation notes with approval the setting up in December of the 
Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC) as a new partner for the 
European Union. CELAC succeeds the Rio Group and the Latin American and Caribbean 
Summit on Integration and Development (CALC). It therefore sends its best wishes to this 
organisation and to Chile and hopes that they will achieve their goals;

The European Parliament delegation congratulates Chile on its re-election to the Council of 
the International Maritime Organization (IMO), the main body governing global maritime 
activity with the aim of ensuring safer, better protected and more efficient seafaring 
worldwide; with this re-election, Chile has been recognised as a country that is committed to 
high levels of security in commercial seafaring and to protection of the marine environment 
and coastal areas;

The Chilean and European delegations welcome with particular satisfaction the signing of a 
Letter of Intent on Cooperation between the Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid & 
Civil Protection (DG ECHO) and the National Emergency Office of Chile (ONEMI), which 
will help to develop a fruitful exchange of experiences and good practices in prevention and 
management of natural disasters;

14.- Both delegations appreciate the progress made by the Committee on Law Evaluation in 
their work under the joint auspices of the Chilean Chamber of Deputies and the OECD, which 
strengthens the role of parliament. We confirm our mutual interest in developing cooperative 
strategies in the areas of information, expertise, and research which will support the task of 
evaluating laws, taking citizens’ opinions into account;

Both sides welcomed the progress made through the creation of a Joint Consultative 
Committee to promote dialogue and cooperation between the various economic and social 
organisations of civil society in the EU and Chile; they are grateful to the European Economic 
and Social Committee, which has appeared at various meetings in Brussels to report to 
members of the European Delegation, and to their Chilean counterpart through its Embassy, 
on progress made in this area; they await with keen interest the opinion that the EESC has 
committed to submit to the European Parliament in the first half of 2012;

Both delegations agreed to hold the 17th Meeting of the JPC in the second half of 2012 in 
Chile;
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Both delegations undertake to submit this Declaration to the members of the Association
Council and renew their call for the two Co-Chairs of the European Union-Chile Joint 
Parliamentary Committee to attend future meetings of this Council.

Signed in Brussels, 24 January 2012

European Parliament Delegation to the 
EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary 
Committee

María Muñiz de Urquiza
Chair

National Congress of Chile Delegation to the 
EU-Chile Joint Parliamentary Committee

Alberto Espina Otero
Chair
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