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EU-MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

11th meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee
1 to 2 December 2010

Mexico, D.F.

The delegations from the Mexican National Congress and the European Parliament to the EU-
Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), upon conclusion of the work of the 11th 
Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Mexico City, have agreed the following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations consider 2010 to be a year of great significance for relations between Mexico 
and the European Union. In particular, they note that it marks the 50th anniversary of the start of 
bilateral relations between Mexico and the EU, the 10th anniversary of the entry into force of the 
Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement (the Global 
Agreement), and the adoption of the Joint Implementation Plan which underpins our strategic 
Partnership, signed in Comillas, Spain, on 16 May 2010 at the 5th EU-Mexico Summit of Heads 
of State and Government;

2. Both delegations express their deepest satisfaction that annual meetings have systematically 
been held, as established in the rules governing the operation of the EU-Mexico JPC, and agree 
to maintain the existing relationship between both parties, and the solidity and depth of the work
resulting from it;

3. The European and Mexican delegations particularly welcome the substantial progress made 
during the 2000-2010 period in the political, economic and commercial spheres and in 
cooperation, and express their determination to maximise the potential and make better use of 
those areas of the Global Agreement which have not been sufficiently exploited;

4. Both parties reaffirm their commitment to building political and parliamentary dialogue as a 
fundamental instrument with which to strengthen and broaden bilateral relations and bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation links in the context of our Strategic Partnership;

5. Both delegations highlight the progress made in defining projects and initiatives under the 
Joint Implementation Plan, particularly in terms of greater cooperation in multilateral fora, with 
the Mexican and EP delegations now being required to hold consultation meetings in advance of 
international events;

6. Both parties recognise the exchange of views between our governments on matters of regional 
development policy and welcome the idea of setting up sectoral dialogue on this topic. The 
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Mexican delegation highlights the need for wider links between Mexico and the countries and 
regions of the European Union and expresses its willingness to work towards this goal;

7. The Mexican and European delegations support the proposal by our respective executive 
powers to set up, in the near future, a dialogue focusing on macroeconomic matters, facilitating 
the exchange of views and greater mutual understanding, thereby promoting increased and 
improved coordination in the various fora in which globally important economic and financial 
topics are analysed;

8. Both delegations declare their commitment to a thorough, structural reform of the global 
economy, the aim of which should be to build a more inclusive, democratic, efficient and 
legitimate structure of worldwide financial governance, in which developing countries have a 
voice and proper representation in international financial fora and organisations;

9. Both parties express their solid support for joint efforts to create a sectoral dialogue on issues
of legal strength and security, with the aim of stepping up information exchanges, encouraging 
capacity-building and promoting the exchange of experiences in the fields of public safety and 
the rule of law;

10. Both parties specifically express their support for the development of an integral, multilateral 
and regional approach in the fight against organised transnational crime and, in particular, 
against drug-trafficking, paying equal attention to the causes and consequences of the various 
criminal trends linked with the trade in drugs, arms and people;

11. Both delegations will continue to work together to promote, from within the international 
parliamentary fora, disarmament, non-proliferation and arms control, as well as the exchange of 
views and possible adoption of common positions;

12. The European and Mexican delegations stress that it is important for Mexico and the 
European Commission to include the issue of nuclear safety cooperation in their agenda of talks 
and firmly hope that a project may soon be created in this area;

13. Both parties respect the outcome of the 5th Conference of the States Party to the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (Palermo Convention), held from 18 
to 22 October 2010 in Vienna, Austria, and welcome the creation of a working group to develop 
mechanisms for monitoring implementation of this international instrument;

14. Both delegations emphasise the importance of biregional relations and are in favour of 
further strengthening political and parliamentary dialogue and cooperation amongst our 
countries, within the framework of the EU-Latin America and Caribbean summit and the Euro-
Latin American Parliamentary Assembly. Both parties likewise agree to monitor compliance 
with the commitments taken on by the Heads of State and Government at the Madrid Summit in 
May 2010;

15. The Mexican and European delegations are keen to further develop parliamentary discussion 
of the progress made in terms of social cohesion within the framework of the 2007-2013 
cooperation programme.

Sector-by-sector talks on public health, tax policy and social security are essential components 
and exchanges enabling legislators from both parties to improve their joint understanding of the 
challenges facing us in these spheres;

16. Both delegations are also pleased to note that their Governments are at the final stage of 
negotiating an Integrated Programme for Social Cohesion, which will have an overall budget of 
EUR 20 million and will serve as a laboratory for building social cohesion in Mexico through 
better access and quality of basic services and public programmes in the social sector;
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17. Both parties consider important the inclusion in the Joint Implementation Plan, as one of its 
key aspects, a framework for consolidating dialogue on human rights, based on the principles of 
reciprocity and cooperation, in both the bilateral and multilateral spheres.

Both delegations will therefore support the proposal to organise a human rights seminar, with the 
participation of civil society, to exchange views in the run-up to the next round of sectoral 
dialogue in this area;

18. The Mexican and European delegations intend to examine in detail the conclusions of the 4th 
EU-Mexico Civil Society Forum, held on 25 and 26 October 2010 in Mexico City, in order to 
transmit their comments and recommendations to their respective governments in advance of the 
5th Forum, due to be held in Brussels, Belgium, during the second half of 2011;

19. Both parties reaffirm their commitment to reinforcing interaction with civil society and agree 
to begin examining mechanisms and institutions able to promote economic and social dialogue 
between countries, cities and regions;

20. Both delegations are pleased at the excellent level of discussion during the Global Forum on 
Migration and Development, which recently took place in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, and the 
European delegation congratulates its Mexican counterpart for having encouraged, in its 
presiding role, a balanced vision in which emphasis was placed on proper understanding and 
handling of the challenges and opportunities presented by migratory phenomena;

21. The European delegation thanks the Mexican Government for its presentation on the state of 
negotiations and discussions during the 16th Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (COP 16), being held in Cancun, Mexico, from 29 November to 
10 December 2010;

22. Both parties hope that it will be possible at COP 16 to complete a new legally binding 
international agreement, in line with the principle of shared and differentiated responsibilities,
with ambitious commitments regarding resources for adapting to and mitigating climate change;

23. Similarly, both delegations express their commitment to creating and consolidating dialogue 
on climate change and the environment at all levels of our relationship, in order to move forward 
in key areas such as funding mechanisms, emission reductions, deforestation and carbon 
markets;

24. Both delegations are pleased with the results of the seminar on challenges and threats to 
international security and confirm their belief in dialogue and international cooperation as 
essential instruments with which to confront terrorism, drug trafficking, nuclear insecurity, arms 
proliferation and the traffic and trade in human beings, among other phenomena;

25. The European delegation thanks the Mexican delegation and the authorities of the States of 
Queretaro and Guanajuato for their hospitality;

26. It is agreed that the 12th meeting of the JPC will take place in the first half of 2011 in 
Europe;

27. Both parties agree to forward this declaration to the members of the Association Council, 
reiterating their wish for the co-chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee to 
attend future meetings of the Association Council.

Signed in Mexico City, on 2 December 2010 
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