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EU-MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

12th Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee 
20-21 June 2011 

Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg

The delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the United States of Mexico 
to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereafter JPC), having concluded the twelfth 
meeting held in Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, have agreed on the following:

DRAFT JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations express their satisfaction that the two annual meetings provided for in the 
rules of procedure governing the JPC continue to take place as planned; they are committed to 
taking forward and strengthening the current relationship between the two parties and 
continuing the sound and substantial work they have done thus far.

2. The European and Mexican Delegations emphasise the importance of relations between the 
EU and Mexico in the context of the Global Agreement and the EU-Mexico Strategic 
Partnership and express their commitment to continue strengthening this relationship through 
interparliamentary dialogue, cooperation and exchange, to the benefit of the peoples of 
Europe and Mexico. 

3. The European and Mexican delegations express their satisfaction at the positive outcome of 
their bilateral cooperation on science and technology during the 2005-2010 period, which was 
undoubtedly reflected in the decision by the European and Mexican governments to renew the 
EU-Mexico scientific and technological cooperation agreement for a further five years. Both 
sides call on the European Commission and the Government of Mexico to continue working 
to further expand bilateral cooperation in this sector, with special emphasis on the efficient 
administration of resources and the assessment of results obtained.

With a view to preparing a new cycle of bilateral cooperation, the parties agree to encourage 
the inclusion of a varied range of topics and add new and increased resources with which to 



PE446.696v01-00 2/7 DV\872009EN.doc

EN

launch activities in additional fields such as civil aviation, air transport and climate change, 
among others in which an exchange of experience has already started to take place. 

Aware of the key role of scientific and technological knowledge and innovation in achieving 
sustainable development, they agree to play a more proactive role in strengthening regional 
and biregional cooperation in this field.

In light of this, both parties are particularly pleased with the FONCICYT Forum on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation, held on 24-25 February 2011 in San José del Cabo, Baja 
California Sur (Mexico), with the presentation of 24 projects and 10 networks funded by the 
International Cooperation Fund for Science and Technology (FONCICYT), covering nine 
sectors established by the EU-Mexico scientific and technological cooperation agreement.

4. The European and Mexican delegations recognise the progress made in EU-Mexico trade, 
which in 2010 reached EUR 34.4 million, a 32% increase on the figures for 2009. 
Nevertheless, both parties consider that this pillar of the Global Agreement can still be used 
to greater advantage and therefore insist on the need to continue strengthening trade links 
between the EU and Mexico.

5. Both delegations reiterate their belief that it is essential to actively involve European and 
Mexican civil society, as well as the EU-Mexico JPC, in both the EU-Mexico Strategic 
Partnership and the Global Agreement. This involvement should be channelled through a 
joint advisory body comprising the European Economic and Social Committee, on the 
European side, and, for Mexico, the institutions or other methods of participation it chooses, 
in line with the conclusions of the 4th Forum for dialogue between civil society and the 
governments of Mexico and the EU. The 5th Forum, due to be held in Brussels in 2012, 
offers an excellent opportunity to make further progress in this area.

They also agree to promote a specific topical agenda for previously-agreed periods, to 
address topics of particular interest to both delegations, such as human rights, effective 
legislation in cooperation with civil society, migration, and social and human development, 
among others.

6. Both delegations express satisfaction with the results of the COP 16, held in Cancún, Mexico, 
from 29 November to 10 December 2010 and chaired by the Mexican secretariat for external 
relations. Both parties emphasise the need to reach a global, legally binding agreement 
establishing a legal framework of aims and actions to reduce greenhouse gases in line with 
the principle of shared and differentiated responsibilities, at the forthcoming COP 17 meeting, 
due to be held in Durban at the end of 2011. 

7. Both parties reiterate their commitment to continue building and strengthening dialogue on 
climate change and the environment in general, which should be expressed in the form of 
legislative initiatives and public policy, as well as through actions undertaken by the private 
sector. They similarly consider it important to continue to pursue agreements on decisive 
issues such as emission reduction and monitoring, carbon markets, deforestation and financial 
and technological transfers. With this in mind, both delegations call on governments to 
implement the Copenhagen and Cancún agreements in terms of creating new mechanisms 
with which to transfer technology and financial resources to developing countries, as a 
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fundamental step in the process of attaining emission-reduction goals and carrying out 
essential adaptation measures.

8. Both delegations also highlight the importance of promoting long-term strategies and actions 
to encourage more effective use of energy resources and the necessary transition to low-
carbon economies and societies.

In this respect, they express their support for the proposed goal of reducing Mexican 
greenhouse gas emissions to half their level for 2000 by 2050 and the expressed wish of the 
European Parliament that EU countries achieve a 30% cut in emissions by 2020 compared 
with 1990 levels, and for the objectives detailed in the Commission's 'road map' for a low 
carbon economy by 2050. 

9. Both delegations are pleased to note that the objective of maintaining average world 
temperatures less than 2° higher than in preindustrial times has been maintained by the COP 
16. The Mexican delegation particularly wishes to thank the EU for supporting the Mexican 
Government in its successful conclusion of the Cancún negotiations. The European 
delegation in turn congratulates the Mexican Government on its excellent organisation of the 
COP 16 and its exceptional handling of the negotiations leading up to the above-mentioned 
agreements.

10. The European and Mexican delegations particularly welcome the COP 16's decision to set up
a Green Climate Fund, aimed at achieving a fair distribution of resources between adaptation 
and mitigation measures. Both parties acknowledge the key role of the Mexican Government 
in the creation of this fund and the significant backing which it received from the EU 
following the presentation of its original proposal at the 5th EU-LAC Summit.

Both parties are, however, concerned to note that according to the International Energy 
Agency the maximum level of world greenhouse gas emissions in 2010 reached 30.6 
gigatonnes, which is 5% more than the recorded emissions for 2008. Both delegations 
consider that initiatives in the environmental sphere need to move beyond multilateralism to 
take the form of overall, effective national public policies and private sector initiatives, and 
agree to promote a joint strategy aimed at the adoption of more ambitious and specific 
agreements on climate change at the Durban summit.

11. The European delegation thanks Ambassador Juan Manuel Gómez Robledo Verduzco, under-
Secretary of State for multilateral affairs and human rights at the Secretariat for External 
Relations, for his presentation at the 11th JPC meeting on the negotiations then underway in 
the context of the COP 16. 

12. Both delegations also express satisfaction at the results of the second phase of the EU-Mexico 
human rights cooperation programme, which was operational from 2008-2010, and urge the 
Mexican Government and the European Commission to continue designing and implementing 
bilateral cooperation programmes in this field, and to strengthen this type of cooperation at 
multilateral level within the framework of the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership, with a view 
to reaching ever more tangible results.
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13. Both parties reaffirm their support for the development of an integral, multilateral and 
regional approach in the fight against organised transnational crime and, in particular, against 
drug and people-trafficking and the illegal trade in arms.

In particular, both delegations plan to examine the options for cooperation between Mexico 
and the EU on the fight against organised crime and on border control, as set out in the Joint 
Implementation Plan of the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership.

Both delegations also express their interest in launching a discussion on security and the fight 
against drug-trafficking, as proposed by the Global Committee on Drug Policy, in the light of 
the concern generated by escalating violence in Mexico and in solidarity with the Mexican 
people's struggle against the illegal drug trade, as already expressed by the European 
Parliament.

14. The European and Mexican delegations are extremely concerned by the natural disasters 
which have recently devastated several parts of the world, claiming many lives, affecting
countless people and causing huge material damage, and express their solidarity with all those 
who have suffered their consequences. Both delegations reaffirm their firm intention to 
introduce laws and public policies to set up civil protection and safety programmes. 

15. Insofar as attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) is an objective shared by 
both the EU and Mexico, both delegations are pleased with their joint efforts to achieve these 
goals. They reiterate their determination to encourage laws, public policies and private sector 
initiatives aimed at building genuinely sustainable human development. With specific 
reference to gender equality, both delegations welcome the Commission's funding of civil 
society projects in Mexico linked to gender equality issues, such as that in Tlaxcala, Mexico, 
and hope that these initiatives will serve in the future to encourage further bilateral 
cooperation in this sphere.

16. Both delegations stress the particular importance within EU-Mexico relations of cooperation 
on education, a view which is shared by their respective executive bodies, which have 
recognised that education and culture are a priority sector for bilateral cooperation during the 
2011-2013 period.

Both parties are therefore keen for a sectoral agreement on education and training to be signed 
between the EU and Mexico, within the terms of Article 30 of the Global Agreement. The 
negotiations for such an agreement should look at the possibility of according mutual 
recognition to study periods, qualifications and diplomas, as well as setting up joint 
programmes to foster higher education student mobility and academic cooperation between 
universities.

Both parties support the idea of including grants for specialised studies related to climate 
change within the Erasmus Mundi programme and other higher education and grant-providing 
programmes. 

17. The European and Mexican delegations welcome the new EU-Mexico Competitiveness and 
Innovation Programme (PROCEI), which was launched in January 2011, with a budget of 
EUR 18 million to support Mexican small and medium-sized enterprises with technical 
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assistance and advice, so that they can target or increase their exports to the European internal 
market.

18. Both parties also welcome the signature of the EU-Mexico integrated social cohesion 
programme (Social Cohesion Laboratory), with a budget of EUR 20 million, which will 
benefit Mexican society by helping to build greater social cohesion in Mexico, by ensuring 
more accessible and better quality basic social sector services and programmes. 

19.  Both delegations express their concern at the difficulties which may be faced by pensions 
systems due to inadequate financial reserves, and which could lead to another financial and 
social crisis if not addressed.

20. Both delegations are pleased to note the signature of the agreement on certain aspects of air 
transport between the EU and Mexico, which will make it possible to harmonise the existing 
bilateral agreements on this matter between Mexico and the 27 EU Member States, and they 
are firmly committed to duly monitor progress in this field in their respective parliaments.

21. The European and Mexican delegations reiterate their commitment to the shared values of 
development and consolidation of democracy and respect for human rights. Both delegations 
hope that the Mexican Congress and the European Parliament will collaborate in electoral 
observation missions, a possibility already raised by European and Mexico in the Joint 
Implementation Plan which underpins the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership.

22. The European and Mexican delegations are delighted at the marked increase in Mexican 
academic activities linked to bilateral EU-Mexico relations and recognise the efforts made in 
this respect by Mexican universities and the EU Delegation in Mexico.

23. Both delegations reiterate the importance of biregional relations and are in favour of 
strengthening parliamentary dialogue within the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 
Assembly on matters of international importance and on triangular cooperation in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Both parties consider that the political framework established by 
the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership could be used for this purpose.

The Mexican delegation would also like to encourage participation by members of the EP 
delegation in some events held by interparliamentary cooperation bodies in the Americas.

24. The European and Mexican delegations are pleased with the projects which have already been
funded in the Latin American region through the Latin American Investment Facility.

25. Both delegations make a firm commitment to endeavour to strengthen EU-LAC biregional 
cooperation on migration through structured dialogue, which should include the topics agreed 
by the working party on migration set up by the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary 
Assembly (EuroLat). Such dialogue should include an exchange of information about the 
measures designed to create synergies between migration and development in the countries of 
origin, transit, destination and return and on full respect for migrants' human rights.

26. The European delegation notes with satisfaction the Mexican Congress's approval of the 
Migration Law, containing the legal basis for Mexico's migration policy. In an overall context 
of increased opening to globalisation and regional integration, this policy will help to better 
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protect the rights and safety of national and foreign migrants, recognising their rights under 
the law.

27. Both delegations recognise the destabilising effects on States and societies of the illegal drugs 
trade and organised crime. They call for the introduction of innovative cooperation 
mechanisms within  the context of the EU-Latin America cooperation programme on drugs 
(COPOLAD) and support the celebration in Mexico of the international conference on drugs 
trafficking and organised crime, which was decided on at the meeting of the EuroLat political 
committee in Cuenca, in November 2010.

28. Both parties stress the importance of future triangular cooperation involving Mexico, the EU 
and third countries or regions. Triangular cooperation linking Mexico, the EU and Central 
America would be particularly welcome, given the fact that Mexico and the EU already enjoy 
a privileged relationship with the countries of Central America. The parties also wish to 
encourage the implementation of the Mesoamerican integration and development programme 
and the integrated safety and justice programme. The fight against drugs trafficking is an 
important element of the latter programme. 

29. The European and Mexican delegations are convinced that where nuclear energy is 
concerned, the experience of Fukushima has shown that it is essential to guarantee human and 
environmental safety.

Both delegations therefore welcome the recent agreement between the European 
Commission and the European nuclear safety authorities requiring nuclear installations in EU 
Member States to undergo stringent safety checks, including resistance tests, from 1 June 
2011. They also welcome, in a general manner, all policies designed to minimise any risks 
posed to people and the environment by nuclear plants during their useful lifetime. 

30. Both delegations agree on the need to expand and strengthen with new structures and 
mechanisms the excellent level of political dialogue which has characterised the EU-Mexico 
JPC, to enable its continued evolution.

Both parties therefore agree to launch a serious and far-reaching discussion on the future of 
this joint parliamentary committee, with the aim of making it an increasingly important part 
of political, economic, cultural and cooperation-related interaction between the EU and 
Mexico.

Both delegations also agree to consolidate the EU-Mexico JPC as the institutional 
mechanism through which links between the European Parliament and the Mexican Congress 
are channelled. The EU-Mexico JPC therefore agrees to request that a report be submitted by 
each of the delegations and thematic committees involved in EU-Mexico interaction.

31. Both delegations agree to ask their respective executive powers to invite them as observers to 
the various meetings of the consultation mechanisms and sectoral dialogues provided for in 
the Global Agreement and, in particular, the dialogue with civil society.

32. The Mexican delegation congratulates the European delegation on the Europe Day 
celebrations held on 9 May 2011 to mark the 61st anniversary of the Schuman Declaration.
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33. The Mexican delegation also thanks the European delegation and the people of Luxembourg 
for their hospitality.

34. It is agreed that the 13th meeting of the JPC will take place in Mexico in the second half of 
2011.

35. Both parties agree to forward this declaration to the members of  the EU-Mexico Joint
Council, reiterating their wish for the co-chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee to attend future meetings of the Joint Council

Done at Luxembourg, Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, on 21 June 2011.

European Parliament Delegation to the 
EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

 Ricardo Cortés Lastra
Chair

Delegation of the Honourable Congress 
of the Union of the United States of 

Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint 
Parliamentary Committee

Senator José Guadarrama Márquez
Chair
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