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13th meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee
  

Mexico City and Oaxaca
25-28 November 2011

To wind up the proceedings at the 13th meeting, held in Mexico City and Oaxaca, the delegations 
from the General Congress of the United Mexican States and from the European Parliament to 
the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereinafter the JPC) have agreed on the 
following

JOINT DECLARATION

Political, economic, and social situation in Mexico and the EU

1. The two delegations express their satisfaction at the frank, open, and respectful dialogue on 
the political, economic, and social situation in Mexico and the EU, and undertake to continue 
and intensify their systematic exchange of information on the defining national and regional 
issues.

2. The Mexican and European delegations reaffirm their decision to strengthen the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee in order to provide a channel of interaction and communication 
between the Congress of the United Mexican States and the European Parliament, the object 
being to intensify cooperation and the exchange of experience still further, not least with a 
view to combating social inequality, consolidating democracy, defending human rights and 
gender equality, strengthening institutional systems, fighting organised crime, and promoting 
economic development, policies to counter the crisis, and regulation of the financial markets.

3. The two delegations reiterate the importance of relations between Mexico and the EU under 
the Global Agreement and within the Strategic Partnership, and maintain that the 
parliamentary dialogue should be used to help our countries develop and consolidate their 
leading role on the international stage.

Migration, security, and border management
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4. The Mexican and European delegations point to the need to pursue all-embracing 
approaches, bringing a positive perception of migration into balance with security and border 
management concerns; and they undertake to promote policies and legislation based on a 
comprehensive approach that strictly respects human rights and fully recognises the 
contributions which migrants and immigrants make to our societies.

5. The two delegations point to the need to engage in ongoing dialogue and action on the varied 
impacts of migration, and call for the bilateral discussion to be intensified so as to encompass 
the opportunities for cooperation on security and border management under the Joint 
Executive Plan underpinning the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership.

6. The members of the two delegations maintain that the human rights of migrants have to be 
respected, irrespective of their migration status, and urge the countries affected by migration, 
as places of origin, transit, or destination, to exchange their best practices and work in closer 
cooperation in order to combat people smuggling and trafficking in migrants.

7. The Mexican and European delegations recognise the need to foster closer cooperation 
between Mexico and the EU covering every aspect of human security, proceeding from a 
multidimensional approach employing a joint strategy to tackle transnationally organised 
crime from a perspective of shared responsibility.

8. As regards climate change, the two delegations point to the need for closer cooperation and 
coordination in terms of objectives in anticipation of the forthcoming negotiations in Durban; 
they again reiterate the need to reach ambitious legally binding agreements.

Achieving the Millennium Development Goals: state of play

9. The two delegations maintain that peace and security on the one hand and development on 
the other are interrelated and mutually reinforcing; and they express their disquiet at the fact 
that, in spite of the significant progress made in some areas, the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) are not certain to be achieved by 2015.

10. The Mexican and European delegations reaffirm that parliaments have a crucial rule to play 
in promoting the MDGs to the extent that they adopt the necessary legislation and participate 
actively in general policy-making and in monitoring policy implementation by calling on 
governments to report on progress as regards the MDGs and approving and implementing the 
appropriate budget funding allocations.

11. The two delegations are aware that, because they have to service their debt, most debtor 
countries have to reserve a substantial portion of their scant resources and hard-won savings 
for debt payments while endeavouring to maintain their budget funding for education, health, 
housing, and other development projects.

12. The Mexican and European delegations undertake to seek support in the parliaments of 
developed countries for measures serving to fulfil the commitment whereby 0.7% of GDP is 
to be allocated to official development assistance, in keeping with the essential stipulation
laid down in the Monterrey Consensus in order to achieve the MDGs.
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13. The delegations call for triangular cooperation projects to be explored and pursued with other 
countries, whether in Latin America or in Africa.

14. The two delegations believe that sufficient funds should be provided in order to create social 
safety nets to help lessen the impact of globalisation on those economic sectors and 
population groups being harmed by it, women and children being particular examples; and 
they urge the world’s parliaments to consider cutting unnecessary expenditure of every kind
with a view to financing expenditure intended to meet basic human needs.

15. The Mexican and European parliamentary representatives welcome the degree of cooperation 
that the EU and Mexico have attained in the area of social cohesion, and draw attention in 
particular to the progress announced at the 11th Joint Committee meeting in October 2011.

16. The Mexican and European delegations express their determination to work closely together 
in anticipation of the Eighth WTO Ministerial Conference so as to contribute to the 
multilateral trade negotiations aimed at reactivating the currently deadlocked Doha Round, 
the object being to bring manifest improvements to the multilateral trading system and hence 
improve the development prospects for developing countries.

The role of civil society in EU-Mexico relations

17. Both delegations understand how important it is for civil society to be involved in EU-
Mexico relations, since it is a sine qua non for increasingly closer and stronger ties.

18. The Mexican and European delegations believe that the participation of European and 
Mexican civil society needs to be incorporated and strengthened both within the Strategic 
Partnership and under the Global Agreement. To that end, they undertake to foster horizontal 
links between civil societies and between regional and local authorities so as to enhance the 
substance of the bilateral relationship.

19. The two delegations reiterate their view that a joint body of an advisory nature should be set 
up to enable the dialogue between the civil societies and the Mexican and EU authorities to 
be established on an official footing.

20. The Mexican and European delegations welcome the cooperation that has served to 
implement the Joint Executive Plan in the area of human rights; they call for efforts to be 
redoubled to promote and defend human rights and combat impunity; and they welcome the 
fact that civil society has been involved in the preparations for the third high-level human 
rights dialogue due to be held in Mexico.

Financial regulation and EU-Mexico coordination within the G-20

21. The Mexican and European delegations recognise the seriousness of the debt crisis affecting 
some European countries and consider global financial instability to constitute a risk factor 
for the euro area and the international financial system as a whole; and they renew their 
commitment to working in closer coordination and joining the efforts within the G-20 to find 
a socially sound way out of the crisis, especially once Mexico has assumed the presidency in 
the run up to the G-20 meeting to be held in Mexico in 2012.
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22. The two delegations undertake to press ahead with a common agenda in which the main aims 
are to discuss short-, medium-, and long-term economic policies, take immediate steps to 
curb sovereign debt speculation and manipulation, bring targeted action to bear to correct the 
fiscal weaknesses, and bolster the public finances, of many of the most advanced economies, 
consider the possibility of taxing international financial transactions, and implement a new 
form of financial regulation making for greater certainty and stability, thus helping to 
reactivate the flow of capital and global economic growth.

They accordingly agree to hold a seminar on the economic outlook and employment in the 
21st century.

23. The members of the two delegations maintain that social protection and development-related 
aspects should be strengthened and hence treated in the same way as economic, monetary, 
and financial affairs. They therefore urge international institutions and bodies, when dealing 
with those matters, to take an objective, coordinated approach.

24. The European and Mexican parliamentary representatives share the view that fighting 
corruption will do much to bolster economic development and surmount economic and 
financial crises. Acting within their spheres of responsibility, they thus undertake to work for  
breakthroughs in their own regions and at national level.

25. The Mexican and European delegations agree that they will continue to address themselves at 
their meetings to the social consequences of the crisis, fiscal imbalances, a minimum agenda 
for stimulating and reactivating sustainable economic development, and other relevant issues.

Drug enforcement strategies and cooperation to fight organised crime

26. Both delegations consider that drug trafficking is a complex subject posing problems as 
regards health, public security, and the fabric of society and that any policy approach must 
therefore proceed from a multidimensional and multidisciplinary perspective.

27. The Mexican and European delegations both take the view that drug enforcement policies 
have traditionally alternated between prohibitionism and harm reduction, without, however, 
achieving notable success, and that thoroughgoing assessment therefore needs to be brought 
to bear on those models.

28. The Mexican and European delegations agree that, in addition to taking into account the 
types of drugs, the approach to drug-taking must be revised in the light of the different 
options, for example regulation, tax policy, and health matters, and should not underestimate 
the progress already achieved.  

29. The conclusion drawn by the two delegations is that the drug enforcement strategy has failed 
to produce the desired results at international level; the prevailing perception is that the 
planted area has not been reduced everywhere; the adverse environmental impacts can still be 
high; cultivation has shifted to other places; neither supply nor consumption has fallen, and 
many users have switched to other drugs; traditional producer or transit countries are turning 
into drug-taking countries; and in some countries the degree of violence and the extent of 
social breakdown have risen significantly.
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30. The Mexican and European delegations believe that drug trafficking is a transnational 
phenomenon that no country can deal with on its own and that international cooperation in 
the political, legal, judicial, and police spheres is an essential key to an effective solution.

31. The two delegations are resolved to continue discussing comprehensive approaches bringing 
to bear existing laws and agreements entered into to combat the transnational criminal threats 
linked to drug trafficking, in particular illicit trafficking in arms and human beings and the 
illegal flow of money.

32. The Mexican and European delegations undertake to promote a global debate with producer, 
transit, and user countries with a view to determining together what reasonable alternatives 
could replace criminalisation of the consumption of certain substances now classed as illicit 
and what effective ways could be found to reduce consumption and demand and to reactivate
the existing cooperation agreement on the control of chemicals used in the production of 
illicit narcotic drugs.

33. The two delegations maintain that more substantial resources must be channelled towards 
prevention and social cohesion programmes, focusing on socially more vulnerable groups, 
while at the same time strengthening education programmes and promoting common regional 
policies as part of EU-LAC cooperation on drugs.

34. The two delegations agree to renew the call for the Mexican and EU Heads of Government to 
invite the Co-Chairs of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, as observers, to attend meetings 
of the consultation and sectoral dialogue bodies provided for in the Global Agreement and 
the Strategic Partnership, especially where the Dialogue with Civil Society is concerned.

35. The European delegation thanks the Mexican delegation for its hospitality and also expresses 
its gratitude to the authorities of the states of Hidalgo, Tlaxcala, and Oaxaca.

36. The Mexican and European delegations agree to hold the 14th JPC meeting in the first half of 
2012, in Europe.

Signed in Oaxaca on 28 November 2011

For the Delegation from the For the European Parliament
General Congress of the Delegation
United Mexican States

José Guadarrama Márquez Ricardo Cortés Lastra
Chair Chair

Mexico-EU Joint Parliamentary EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary
Committee Committee
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