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The Secretary of the EU Delegation for the relations with Mexico is pleased to 
present you a compilation of the Joint Declarations which were reached within the 
seven meetings of the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Mexico during the 
European Parliament's legislation term 2004-2009. 

The aim of this document is to remember the obtained achievements by the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee during the last five years in the light of the finalization of 
the current legislation term. For this reason and for the sake of posterity, some 
selected photos taken at the meetings between European and Mexican colleagues 
have been added. 

Brussels, Belgium, March 2008

"This friendship has become the pillar on which we can build a strong 
partnership with a view to the future, especially in the context of

worldwide interdependence that characterizes our times"

Ms. Erika Mann
Chairwoman of the Delegation to the European Union/Mexico Joint 

Parliamentary Committee
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Visit of the Mexican President Felipe Calderón to the EU, June 2007

                                             

From left to right: Mexican President, Felipe Calderón; High Representative for the Common 
Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), Javier Solana; European Commission President, José 
Manual Barroso. (Photographies: Mexican Presidency).

The European Union/Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee Hosts

From left to right: Chairman of the Mexican Delegation, José Guadarrama; Chairwoman of 
the European Parliament Delegation, Erika Mann. (Photography: Erika Mann's MEP 
website).



4

TABLE OF CONTENTS

First Meeting of the European Union-United States of Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee...................................................................................... 5

Second Meeting of the European Union-United States of Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee...................................................................................... 8

Third Meeting of the European Union-United States of Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee.................................................................................... 11

IVth Meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee Mexico – European Union
................................................................................................................................ 14

Fifth Meeting of the European Union - United Mexican States Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC).......................................................................... 17

Sixth Meeting of the European Union-United States of Mexico Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC).......................................................................... 22

VIIth Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) ......... 28

VIIIth Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) ........ 38



5

FIRST MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION-UNITED STATES 
OF MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

28-29 September 2005

Strasbourg, France

JOINT DECLARATION

The delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the 
United States of Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee, 
having concluded the first EU-Mexico Interparliamentary Meeting, which was 
held in Strasbourg on 28 and 29 September 2005, have agreed on the 
following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations welcome the new framework for dialogue furnished by the 
establishing of the Joint Parliamentary Committee, which implements what is 
laid down in the Economic Partnership, Political Co-ordination and Co-
operation between the European Union and the United States of Mexico.

2. They undertake, by means of this institutional mechanism, to make use of all 
the opportunities offered by the Agreement, including the use of the evolutive 
clause, with a view to increasing the levels of well being enjoyed by their 
citizens.

3. They likewise reiterate their determination to deepen parliamentary dialogue 
by means of the other existing mechanisms within the EU-Latin American 
Interparliamentary Conferences or the preparatory meetings for the Summits 
of Heads of State and Government.

4. They reiterate their determination to defend positions of common interest 
within international fora, particularly the Untied Nations, and reiterate in 
particular their rejection of the action which the USA's cazaemigrantes
(immigrant-hunters) on Mexico's northern border have undertaken. 
Democracy, human rights and the rule of law are the fundamental bases of 
the international community.

5. They express their satisfaction at the way the Agreement on Economic 
Partnership, Political Co-ordination and Co-operation has worked, and 
likewise its positive impact on bilateral trade. They trust that the same results 
will be forthcoming from the Agreement signed on scientific and technical 
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cooperation. In this connection, the European Delegation undertakes to 
supply full information on the work of the EP in respect of the adoption of the 
VII EU Framework Co-operation Programme.

6. Both delegations undertake to work to get greater budgetary resources 
assigned to EU-Mexican cooperation projects, particularly in the areas of 
science, technology and education.

7. The delegations agree to seek to ensure that optimum use is made of the 
scholarships offered to students by the EU, and undertake to carry out 
publicity campaigns to encourage the participation of young people.

8. Likewise, both delegations undertake to consider and put forward solutions 
for resolving disputes which may arise as a result of the adoption of measures 
representing barriers to trade. Furthermore, they undertake to seek 
mechanisms to promote all initiatives contributing to increasing trade flows 
between Mexico and the EU, and prevent the introduction of unjustified 
obstacles to trade.

9. Both parties undertake to boost cooperation in the agricultural sphere, 
particularly with regard to the conversion of the sugar industry to produce 
ethanol and other by-products.

10. The European delegation urges the Mexican delegation to continue its 
research into the use of the 'Galileo' navigation system, and requests, its 
support, furthermore, with a view to making progress in negotiating a wide-
ranging aviation agreement.

11. Both parties undertake to hold, as soon as possible, a seminar assessing the 
benefits experienced by small and medium enterprises as a result of the 
Agreement, and likewise its impact on regions with high unemployment levels 
or which export labour. They also undertake to hold the seminar on the 
operation of the structural and cohesion funds in Europe, and a meeting to 
evaluate the Agreement.

12. The delegations likewise stress the need to create mechanisms for dialogue 
which will enable society to play a more committed part in discussions on 
developing, implementing and improving the Treaty; specifically, they propose 
setting up an Internet portal.

13. Both delegations believe that with a view to supplying information to the 
members of the Joint Council with regard to the implementation of the 
interparliamentary dialogue, appropriate arrangements should be made to 
enable the chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee to attend 
the meetings of the Joint Council.

14. Both delegations express their concern at the increase in sexual violence and 
phenomena such as the murder of women worldwide, and support the efforts 
undertaken to eradicate it; they undertake to hold a seminar on the issue in 
the near future.

15. The delegations undertake to step up their relations and to establish link-
mechanisms, make individual parliamentarians responsible for specific items 
on the agenda, and exchange civil servants.
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16. The Mexican delegation invites the European Parliament delegation to the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee to participate actively in the celebration of the 
bicentenary of the birth of Benito Juárez.

17. Both delegations express their thanks for the support of their respective 
technical teams, over and above the aid provided by the diplomatic missions 
which collaborated on the delegations' work.

18. The Mexican parliamentarians issue a cordial invitation to take part in the II 
Meeting of the EU-Mexican Joint Parliamentary Committee in the first half of 
2006, in Mexico, whose date and place the delegations agree to establish at a 
later date.

Signed in Strasbourg on 29 September 2005

European Parliament Delegation Mexican Congress Delegation
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SECOND MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION-UNITED 

STATES OF MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

11 and 12 January 2006

Monterrey, Nuevo León, Mexico

The delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the 
United States of Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee, 
having concluded the second EU-Mexico interparliamentary meeting, which 
was held in Monterrey on 11 and 12 January 2006, have agreed on the 
following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations express their satisfaction at having held this second meeting, 
after such a short interval, and express their approval of the progress made. 
They also appreciate the degree of participation on the part of members of 
both delegations in each of the topics contained in the agenda.

2. At the first meeting the wish was expressed to deepen parliamentary dialogue 
not only by means of this formal mechanism but also through other types of 
forums. In accordance with paragraph 11 of the first Declaration (Strasbourg, 
28 and 29 September 2005), a seminar was held, open to the public and 
broadcast live on the Congress's television channel, on the European Union's 
experience in the use of the structural and cohesion funds in order to promote 
and seek to approximate indices of development and well-being in the 
Member States, a topic which was met with great interest on the Mexican side, 
as a way of mitigating inequality among regions.

3. The European delegation welcomes the fact that it was able to use its visit to 
Mexico not only to discuss topics intrinsic to bilateral relations but also to 
familiarise itself with political, economic and social aspects of the country's 
situation, particularly in the context of the Mexican elections, which will help 
the European Parliament to gain a wider understanding of the current process.

4. The delegations express their interest in familiarising themselves with the 
political situation prevailing in both Mexico and the European Union. The 
European parliamentarians confirm their commitment to follow the election 
process in Mexico very closely, and the Mexican parliamentarians confirm 
their commitment to send continuing information on the election process and 
its results.
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5. It was very important to discuss the results of the Sixth Hong Kong Ministerial 
Conference of the World Trade Organisation. The groups agree that progress 
is still very slow and that a firm commitment is needed on the part of 
participating countries to conclude the Doha Development Round by the end 
of 2006. 

6. The delegations agree that topics such as agriculture, the intensification of 
trade exchanges, particularly in services, commitments regarding trade-
related aspects of intellectual property rights (TRIPS) and environmental 
protection are crucial in order to improve the quality of life in both economic 
and social terms.

7. The delegations reiterate that, with regard to trade issues, parliamentarians 
will have to play a greater part both in following the activities of the WTO and 
promoting equity in trade-liberalisation processes, thereby endorsing the 
Declaration of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO adopted by 
consensus on 15 December 2005. 

8. On the subject of cooperation, the parliamentarians from both parties 
recommend to the Association Council and the European Commission that 
the conditions for awarding grants to Mexican students should be simplified, 
procedures should be reassessed and the issue should be monitored. They 
also recommend that this subject should be included on the agenda for the 
next bilateral summit.

9. Both delegations reiterate their commitment to work to get greater budgetary 
resources allocated to EU-Mexican cooperation projects, particularly in the 
areas of the economy, science, technology and education. 

10. The delegations express their deep concern at the pandemics raging in the 
world, which are a serious threat to the health of the global population, in 
particular malaria, tuberculosis, Aids and avian influenza; the delegations 
undertake to exchange information on measures designed to contain these 
pandemics.

11. Natural disasters, from which no region in the world has been exempt, also 
provide grounds for concern, and consequently both delegations undertake to 
comply and promote compliance with international agreements on the 
environment. 

12. The European delegation welcomes the fact that the European Commission 
delegation in Mexico is working so closely with civil society organisations and 
with businesses with social objectives, above all in poor communities, as is 
the case with those located in Chiapas State, which is also helping to improve 
the human rights situation. 

13. Both delegations express their concern at the high level of poverty in some 
communities and the social and economic inequality prevailing in those 
communities. They therefore recommend once again that cooperation in 
fighting poverty should be strengthened. The European parliamentarians give 
a positive assessment of Mexico's efforts in combating corruption and 
impunity and recommend that these efforts be continued.

14. As at the first meeting, the topic of migration is a subject of common interest. 
The Mexican delegation thanks the European Parliament for its solidarity and 
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asks the European members of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee to approach the United States Congress with the aim of ensuring 
that the human rights of migrants in the United States are respected and that 
the law is applied rigorously to anyone violating those rights.

The Mexican parliamentarians believe that only on the basis of dialogue 
between the countries involved and on the basis of shared responsibility will it 
be possible to resolve the conflicts between them, and they therefore call on 
the European parliamentarians to intervene with their colleagues in the United 
States to foster initiatives which respect migrants' dignity and human rights, 
curbing initiatives such as the building of walls to divide countries and their 
citizens.

15. Both delegations undertake to maintain the topic of migration, and that of 
security, as a permanent item on the agenda for these meetings.

16. The delegations congratulate the European Commission on its recent 
communication to the Council and to the European Parliament entitled 'A 
stronger partnership between the European Union and Latin America' and 
express their resolve to continue working within the framework of that strategy.

17. Both parties stress the need to improve the application of the Partnership 
Agreement and to study its implementation within the framework of the Fourth 
European Union-Latin America/Caribbean Summit to be held in Vienna in 
May 2006.

18. The European parliamentarians recommended to their Mexican counterparts 
that the protocol which will enable the European Investment Bank to be 
opened up to Mexico should be signed as soon as possible.

19. Bearing in mind the forthcoming change in the members of the Mexican 
Parliament, given the proximity of the federal elections, the delegations will 
designate contacts for ongoing topics in their relations which can then be 
passed on to the new parliamentarians.

The delegations agree that the next meeting will be held in Brussels, in May 2006.

Signed in Nuevo León, Mexico, on 12 January 2006.

Ms Erika MANN

Chairwoman of the European 
Parliament Delegation

Senator Fernando MARGÁIN

Chairman of the Mexican Congress 
Delegation

Mr Carlos JIMÉNEZ MACÍAS
Vice-chairman of the Mexican 

Congress Delegation
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THIRD MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION-UNITED STATES 

OF MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITEE

30 May 2006

Brussels

The delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the 
United Sates of Mexico to the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee, 
having concluded the Third EU-Mexico Interparliamentary meeting, which was 
held in Brussels on 30 May 2006, have agreed on the following:

JOINT DECLARATION

1. Both delegations express their satisfaction at the way in which the provisions 
laid down in the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee’s Rules of 
Procedure on holding two meetings per year are being adhered to, 
particularly in view of the forthcoming general elections in Mexico on 2 July. 

2. The European delegation reaffirms the commitment voiced at the previous 
meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee to follow the election process in 
Mexico very closely, as it did in the previous elections in 2000. 

3. The Mexican delegation thanks the European delegation for organising 
meetings, particularly in the ‘Baudouin’ and ‘Solvay’ Foundations, which have 
helped increase their understanding of European problems, the nature of 
politics and social and economic affairs in Belgium, and familiarised them with 
the regionalisation process implemented in Belgium. 

4. Both delegations voiced their conviction that including meetings with civil 
society both before and alter the Committee’s meetings strengthens familiarity 
with realities of the situation on both sides of the Atlantic, and with civil 
society’s views on the issues which will appear on the bilateral agenda.

5. Both delegations take an extremely positive view of the meeting held with the 
diplomatic representatives of the North American Free Trade Agreement 
signatories, which saw an exchange of opinions on the application and 
implementation of that Agreement. 

6. The Joint Parliamentary Committee notes that bi-regional relations are 
currently flourishing, and has taken due note of the proposals arising from the 
third meeting of members of integration parliaments, held in Bregenz on 24 
and 25 de April. The delegations also express the hope that subjects still 
pending on the LAC-EU agenda will be tackled shortly. They likewise 
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welcome the progress achieved in the discussions between the Mexican 
delegation and the Commission, and the expectations aroused by the future 
establishment of a Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly, which will 
take due consideration of Mexico’s specific weight in its relations with the 
European Union. Both parties congratulate the European Parliament, and 
particularly its President, Josep Borrell, for the leading role played in this 
initiative.

7. Both delegations agree to continue to assess the results of the Mexico-
European Union Agreement on Economic Association, Political Coordination 
and Cooperation (global agreement) and likewise voiced their concern to 
stimulate small- and medium-sized enterprises, by including them in the 
benefits offered by the Agreement, including technology transfer and 
investment. This will enable ordinary citizens to benefit from the Agreement 
by means of the major job-creation potential represented by SMEs.

8. Both delegations believe that it is necessary to strengthen social cohesion in 
the light of what was said both at the third Meeting of Members of the Europe-
Latin American Integration Parliaments held in Bregenz, Austria last April, and 
the Fourth Summit of EU-LAC Heads of State and of Government held in May 
in Vienna. Healthy economies and appropriate tax and incomes policies are 
the best means of increasing social cohesion and citizens’ gratitude to the 
institutions. Both delegations are aware of the need to strengthen social 
cohesion in the light of what was said both at the third Meeting of Members of 
the Europe-Latin American Integration Parliaments held in Bregenz and the 
Fourth EU-LAC Summit and reiterate their lively commitment to establishing a 
Bi-regional Solidarity Fund to promote development.

9. The delegations likewise reiterate their recommendation to the Association 
Council and the Commission to support the establishment of a bursaries 
programme for Mexican students within the framework of the new bilateral 
cooperation programming.

10. Both delegations reiterate that it is important that they continue to debate the 
REACH Directive at the parliamentary meeting in Mexico in October, once the 
Council has forwarded its proposal to the European Parliament for second 
reading in September 2006.

11. With regard to multilateral trade, parliamentarians should play a larger role in 
monitoring the activities of the WTO. To this end they suggest that once the 
Euro-Latin American Assembly starts its work, progress in the WTO Rounds 
be placed on the agenda of the meetings.

12. Climate change, whose effects have been experienced in various parts of the 
world in recent months in the shape of tidal waves, hurricanes or droughts, lie 
at the heart of parliamentarians’ concerns in both regions; they are aware that 
the first step in tackling climate change involves the ratification of and 
compliance with the Kyoto Protocol and other international agreements on the 
environment.

13. As at the previous two meetings, the topic of migration was a subject of 
common interest as an issue which should appear on all bilateral agendas; 
both delegations are committed to protecting the human rights of all migrants, 
independently of their status, in accordance with international law, and 
particularly the provisions of the International Convention on the Protection of 
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the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, which 
means that it is important to encourage the ratification of this international 
agreement. The Mexican delegation thanks the European delegation, and 
particularly its chair for her initiatives vis-à-vis the United States Parliament 
during the discussions on immigration reform in the USA. Both delegations 
attach importance to the principle of shared responsibility between countries 
of origin, transit and destination. They therefore reiterate their conviction that 
unilateral coercive measures such as building walls or making migrants 
criminals are not a way of finding viable long-term solutions to the issue of 
illegal migration. The JPC therefore hopes that all initiatives in favour of 
effective integration into host societies, family reunification, and the 
regularisation of migrant workers and their families, in keeping with the 
relevant legislation.

14. With regard to future cooperation, Mexico and the EU agree that it is 
important to strengthen their relationship by means of a new cooperation 
focus involving the identification and adoption of additional modalities likes 
sectoral dialogues and trilateral Mexico-EU third country cooperation, 
particularly in connection with Central America.

15. With regard to the forthcoming Mexican federal elections and the arrival of a 
fresh intake of parliamentarians, the delegations undertake to appoint liaisons 
to ensure the continuity of the JPC’s work until the new parliamentarians take 
their seats. 

16. Both delegations welcome the Mexican Congress’s ratification of the 
agreement with the EIB, which will enable Mexico to benefit from the major 
funding which the EIB has earmarked for cooperation with Latin America.

17. Both delegations draw attention to the existence of bilateral trade disputes, 
such as the fraudulent marketing of pseudo-tequila in the European Union, or 
the tax arrangements which apply to European wine in Mexico.

18. The Mexican delegation thanks the European Parliament for its willingness to 
take part in commemorating the Bicentenary of the birth of Benito Juárez 
García, and put up a plaque in one of the European Parliament’s buildings.

The delegations agree that the Fourth Meeting of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee will take place in Mexico in the first quarter of 2007.

Signed in Brussels, Belgium, 30 May 2006.

Erika MANN

Chair of the European Parliament 
Delegation to the Third Meeting of 
the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 

Committee 

Gerardo BUGANZA SALMERÓN

Chair of the Mexican Delegation to 
the Third Meeting of the EU-Mexico 

Joint Parliamentary Committee 
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IVTH MEETING OF THE JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

MEXICO – EUROPEAN UNION

Mexico City

27-28 February 2007

The delegations from the Congress of the United Mexican States and the 
European Parliament to the Mexico-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(hereinafter JPC), winding up the proceedings of the IVth Interparliamentary 
Meeting, held in Mexico City on 27 and 28 February 2007, have agreed on the 
following

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The Mexican delegation welcomed the accession of Bulgaria and Romania to 
the European Union (hereinafter EU), and the European delegation thanked 
Mexico for its swift approval of the Second Protocol to the Economic 
Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation Agreement between 
Mexico and the EU. The Mexican delegation also extended renewed 
congratulations to the new President of the European Parliament (hereinafter 
EP), Mr Hans-Gert Pöttering, certain in the knowledge that during his term of 
office bilateral relations will continue on the splendid footing established under 
the presidency of Mr Josep Borrell Fontelles; and it expressed its gratitude to 
Erika Mann, MEP, Chairwoman of the EP delegation responsible for Mexico, 
for her commitment and dedication in promoting relations between Mexico 
and the EU. For its part, the European delegation congratulated Senator José 
Guadarrama Márquez, Gerardo Buganza Salmerón, member of the Federal 
Chamber of Deputies, and Senator Carlos Jiménez Macías on their 
appointment as, respectively, chairman and vice-chairmen of the Mexican 
delegation.

2. Given the prevailing excellent relations, the European delegation has been 
asked to ensure that Working Party C of the EP Committee on Development 
shortly delivers a favourable opinion on the Country Strategy Paper for 
Mexico, thereby enabling the projected cooperation activities from 2007 to 
2013 to begin in the second half of 2007. Both sides have agreed to foster a 
specific dialogue in the sphere of education and culture with a view to taking 
practical measures in this priority area under the 2007-2013 planning. They 
also welcomed the European expert mission due to take place in Mexico in 
March 2007, which will launch the specific dialogues on social cohesion. They 
have likewise agreed to support scientific and technological activities under 
the specific programme applying to this area, including Mexico’s participation 
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in the seventh EU research and technological development framework 
programme and exchanges with the European Institute of Technology, with a 
view to removing the barriers between education, research, and enterprise, 
and to encouraging innovation. Similarly, they have undertaken to promote 
more intensive cooperation to aid small and medium-sized Mexican industry 
by enhancing its technical capabilities, linking it more closely to research, and 
consolidating its internationalisation so as to foster greater competitiveness. 
In addition, they have agreed to support exchange of experiences and 
information on legislation and regulations governing the management of 
cooperation, thus providing a frame of reference for a Mexican law on 
international cooperation to be drawn up in the future.

3. The two delegations urge the proper EU and Mexican authorities to intensify 
their environment-related cooperation, in particular to combat climate change, 
to that end pursuing the ‘specific policy dialogue on the environment’.

4. They also both agreed that the forthcoming ‘Civil Society Forum’ – to be held 
in Brussels in the second half of 2007 under the auspices of the European 
Commission, thus constituting a counterpart to the forum hosted by Mexico in 
2005 – will offer a valuable opportunity for assessment and for making 
recommendations concerning the Mexico-EU agreement.

5. They considered that it would be useful for Mexican bodies such as legislative 
committees at federal level or responsible for regional or municipal 
development to establish closer relations with the EU Committee of the 
Regions and other relevant European forums with a view to pursuing projects 
and exchanging experiences.

6. The Mexican and European delegations expressed their full support for the 
measures taken by the Mexican Government to combat drug trafficking and 
related forms of violence with a view to ensuring compliance with the law so 
as to maintain social peace and the security of citizens, under the rule of law 
and without in any way undermining safeguards or human rights.

7. Both delegations endorsed the rejection by the IIIrd JPC meeting and the 
Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly of the unilateral decision to 
build a wall along the border between the United States and Mexico.

8. The Mexican delegation welcomed the fact that, at the meeting of the Friends 
of the International Forum on Migration and Development, held in Brussels on 
6 February 2007, the Latin American countries took a stand advocating an 
integrated approach to migration and seeking to ensure that protection of the 
human rights of migrants will be discussed as one of the main topics at the 
Global Forum due to take place, also in Brussels, from 9 to 11 July 2007. 
That being the case, it calls on the countries of the European Union to sign, 
accede to, or ratify the International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, approved by 
the UN General Assembly in 1990.

9. The Mexican delegation welcomed and unconditionally supported the 
European initiative for a universal moratorium on the death penalty and urged 
the EP delegation to continue the two-way exchange of information on the 
human rights situation in Europe and Mexico; it also expressed the hope that 
there would be no regression in this area in any part of the world. The 
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European delegation expressed satisfaction at the entry into force of the new 
Mexican general law entitling women to a life free of violence.

10. The European Parliament delegation renewed its promise to intensify, and 
provide information on the outcome of, its representations to the EP 
authorities to have a plaque commemorating the bicentenary of the birth of 
Benito Juárez García, ‘Benmérito de las Americas’ (Hero of the Americas), 
placed permanently on display on European Parliament premises.

11. Bearing in mind its importance for bi-regional relations founded on friendship 
and cooperation, both delegations welcomed the forthcoming meeting of the 
Executive Bureau of the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly –
EuroLat – scheduled to take place on 20 and 21 March 2007 in Mexico City at 
Mexico’s invitation. The Europeans have promised to assist the steps needed 
to give effect as soon as possible to the increase in the number of seats 
agreed at EuroLat’s inaugural session.

12. The delegations also approved an amendment to the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee’s Rules of Procedure aimed at establishing the official practice of 
holding meetings of the Executive Bureau to prepare for plenary sessions.

13. As a complement to the foregoing, they took the view that the JPC governing 
bodies should be invited to meetings of the Joint Council of the Mexico-EU 
framework agreement.

14. The reference by the Mexican delegation to a forthcoming Mexico-Cuba 
interparliamentary meeting prompted the suggestion that a joint visit, involving 
Members of the European Parliament, might be made to Cuba.

15. The JPC instructed the respective secretariats to submit a list as soon as 
possible to enable the Bureau to gauge the degree of compliance with the 
commitments entered into at previous JPC meetings.

16. The JPC expressed the hope that a new stage would be opened in bilateral 
relations, enabling the benefits of the Mexico-EU framework agreement to be 
spread commensurately with the political, social, and economic maturity 
attained, on a genuine footing of equality.

17. The delegations agreed that the next meeting of the Mexico-EU JPC should 
take place as planned in Brussels on 5 and 6 June 2007 and have also 
decided to hold a seminar on migration.

Senator José Guadarrama Márquez Erika Mann, MEP
Chairman of the Delegation Chairwoman of the Delegation
from the Mexican Congress from the European Parliament
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IV European Union/United States of Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee Meeting -
México, February 2007

FIFTH MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION - UNITED 

MEXICAN STATES JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

(JPC)

Brussels

Tuesday, 27 November 2007

The Delegations from the European Parliament and the Congress of the 
United Mexican States, meeting in the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (hereafter JPC), on conclusion of the work of the Fifth 
Interparliamentary Meeting, held in Brussels, Belgium, on 27 November 2007, 
have agreed the following: 

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The European and Mexican Delegations voice satisfaction at the fact that the two 
annual meetings provided for in the rules of procedure governing the EU Mexico 
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Joint Parliamentary Committee have taken place as planned. 

2. The Mexican Delegation voices its profound gratitude for the displays of solidarity 
and support from Members of the European Parliament following the floods that 
occurred in the states of Tabasco and Chiapas. 

3. Both Delegations voice approval of the visit by the members of the bureau of the 
EU-Chile JPC, an event which sets a precedent for a future joint meeting of the 
two JPCs. 

4. The Mexican Delegation congratulates the European Union and expresses its 
satisfaction at the recent signing of the Lisbon Treaty, an instrument which will 
bolster the co-legislative powers of the European Parliament and strengthen the 
European Union’s capacity for action.

5. The Mexican Delegation expresses its approval of the opening of negotiations on 
each of the Association Agreements between the EU and the countries of Central 
America and of the Andean Community, considering these to be irrefutable proof 
of the interest the EU takes in relations with the various Latin-American regional 
integration blocs.

6. Both Delegations welcome the conclusions of the first EU-LAC Social Cohesion 
Forum, held in Santiago de Chile from 23 to 25 September 2007. Those 
conclusions reflect the commitment of both regions to the fight against poverty 
and inequality, while also demonstrating a concern to promote and boost all 
aspects of social protection. 

7. In the same way, we agree on the importance of the forthcoming ‘Civil Society 
Forum’ – to be held in Brussels in the first half of 2008, under the auspices of the 
European Commission, in reciprocity for the forum organised by Mexico in 2005 –
for evaluating and making recommendations concerning the EU-Mexico 
Agreement.

8. Both Delegations, mindful that the Global Agreement has yet to develop its full 
potential, praise the progress made so far, and reiterate a willingness to 
strengthen and consolidate cooperation on each and every one of the headings 
under that Agreement. 

9. Both Delegations welcome the recent visit to Brussels by the President of the 
United Mexican States, Mr Felipe Calderón, during which a Memorandum of 
Understanding between Mexico and the EU – which befits more than ever before 
Mexico’s current level of development – was signed for the period 2007-2013, 
and for which EUR 55 million has been allocated. We also welcome the fact that 
the visit marked the opening of the sectoral dialogue on issues such as the 
environment, climate change and social cohesion.

10. Both Delegations welcome the launch of the European Union-Mexico Science 
and Technology Cooperation Fund in 2007 and the cooperation projects 
proposed within the framework of cooperation for 2007-2013, which will begin in 
early 2008, in particular those initiatives focusing on social cohesion, human 
rights and higher education and cultural exchanges.   

11. The Mexican Delegation considers that the level of funding approved remains low 
and that the allocations under each heading should be reviewed. The approved 
funding does not reflect the closeness of bilateral ties. 
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12. Both parties agree to foster cooperation between Mexican institutions and their 

European counterparts with regard to student exchanges, in particular in terms of 
mobility, the transfer of credits and the recognition of qualifications. 

13.  Both Delegations similarly express interest in ensuring that the benefits of the 
Global Agreement reach small- and medium-sized enterprises by expanding on 
the provisions of the 2002-2006 Framework Programme and including in the 
chapter on cooperation actions to promote information to enterprises of that type, 
in order to develop their capacity for innovation and increase their 
competitiveness.

14.  The Joint Parliamentary Committee welcomes the creation of the Euro-Latin 
American Assembly (EUROLAT), which is a new forum for bi-regional inter 
parliamentary dialogue. The European Delegation  to the JPC undertakes to 
support the measures needed to ensure that the Mexican Delegation from the 
JPC attending EUROLAT meetings comprises three members. Both sides trust in 
the satisfactory implementation of EUROLAT’s programme of activities for 2007 
and the swift adoption of the programme of activities for 2008.

15. In particular, we acknowledge the boost which the Global Agreement has given to 
reciprocal trade, with this resulting in the volume of bilateral trade increasing by 
39% in 2006 to 42 billion dollars.

16. Both Delegations consider that Mexico’s recorded trade deficit of USD 17 billion, 
which is due to the acquisition of the materials and capital goods needed for 
production, remains very high and agree that it is necessary to help exporters 
achieve greater dynamism in respect of the European market. 

17.  In the same way, we express our resolve to continue to evaluate the results of 
the EU-Mexico Association Agreement. Both Delegations are grateful to the 
Portuguese Presidency of the Council of the European Union and to the 
representatives of the Commission and the Mexican Government for the 
information provided at the meeting. We would also respectfully request that the 
Joint Parliamentary Committee be involved in the evaluation process.    

18.  The European Delegation voices its support for the Mexican Government in its 
resolute fight against organised crime and drug trafficking.

19.  Both sides undertake to reinforce political dialogue in order to strengthen 
cooperation on priority issues on the contemporary international scene, such as 
the promotion and protection of human rights, migration, sustainable 
development and care for vulnerable population groups.

20. Both Delegations again voice a commitment to a clean and sustainable 
environment and a renewed commitment to championing in international forums, 
and especially in the discussions in progress at the United Nations, the cross-
cutting nature of environmental protection. We also undertake to tighten our 
cooperation in order to combat climate change within the framework of the 
‘sectoral dialogue on environmental policy’. The Mexican Delegation highlights 
the European initiative to hold a climate change summit in March 2007.

21.  Both Delegations express their thanks for the seminar on international migration, 
which is to be held in Brussels on 28 November 2007.
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22. Both Delegations agree that management of migration should be founded on 
respect for human rights, and undertake to support national, regional and 
international efforts to combat the trade and trafficking in human beings, and 
particularly in women and children.     

23. Both parties condemn all forms of terrorism, wherever it may originate, and 
reaffirm their desire to tackle the problem within the framework of international 
law.  

24. Both sides call on the European Commission and the Mexican authorities 
regularly to inform the Joint Parliamentary Committee on legislative projects 
which may in any way affect or relate to the Global Agreement.

25. Both sides express concern at the instability affecting the international financial 
markets and at the lack of agreements under the Doha Round of WTO 
negotiations. Similarly, they voice the belief that an agreement would have 
positive consequences for development and for the international trading system.

26. Both Delegations express the wish to take the partnership a step further in order 
to establish increasingly cross-cutting international relations; to strengthen 
multilateralism as a means of achieving peace; and to promote a 
multidimensional concept of security that is cognizant of human rights, 
democracy, development and the environment.

27. Both Delegations recognise the importance of enhancing dialogue on technical 
assistance, natural disasters and civil protection, and call on their respective 
representatives to include and address these issues at the forthcoming European 
Union-Latin America Summit in Lima, Peru in May 2008.  

28. Both Delegations undertake to forward this Declaration to the members of the 
Association Council, reiterating the wish that the Chairs of the EU-Mexico Joint 
Parliamentary Committee attend the future meetings of that Council.

29.  Both Delegations believe that it would be useful to formalise business dialogue 
within the JPC’s usual proceedings by setting up meetings between Mexican and 
European businesspeople at each of the JPC meetings

30.  Both Delegations agree to hold the next meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC in 
Mexico, on (29 April 2008, after also having held a seminar to prepare in depth 
our discussions on specific topics such as technical assistance regarding natural 
disasters and civil protection.

Erika Mann, MEP,
Chairwoman of the Delegation 
from the European Parliament

Senator José Guadarrama 
Márquez,

Chairman of the Delegation from 
the Mexican Congress 

Brussels, Belgium, 27 November 2007.
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V EU/Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee Meeting - Brussels, November 2007.

From left to right: Chairwoman of the European Delegation, Erika Mann; Chairman of the Mexican Delegation, Sr. 
José Guadarrama; Vice-chairman of the Mexican Delegation, Sr. Gerardo Buganza; Permanent Mexican 

Representative to the EU, Sandra Fuentes-Berain. (Photographies: Erika Mann's MEP website).

Chairwoman of the European Delegation, Erika Mann; Former Mexican President, Vicente Fox (Photographies: 
Erika Mann's MEP website)
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SIXTH MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN UNION-UNITED STATES 

OF MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE (JPC)

STRASBOURG

Wednesday 21 and Thursday 22 May 2008

The European Parliament and Mexican Congress delegations to the EU-
Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC), upon conclusion of the work of 
the Sixth Interparliamentary Meeting held in Strasbourg (France) on 21 and 
22 May 2008, agree the following 

JOINT DECLARATION 

1. The European and Mexican delegations welcome the fact that since the 
establishment of the JPC the number of meetings held each year has 
increased, with meetings of the bureaux of the two delegations and meetings 
held within the framework of the Euro-Latin American Assembly (EuroLat) in 
addition to the two JPC meetings.

2. Both delegations welcome the increase in the number of bilateral meetings at 
executive level over the last few months, highlighting the visits by Members of 
the European Commission to Mexico (in particular the visit by the 
Commission President José Manuel BARROSO) and the visit by the Mexican 
President Felipe CALDERÓN to Europe.

3. The members of the JPC welcome the recent adoption of the EP resolution 
calling for the number of EuroLat members to be increased to 150: 75 for the 
European delegation and 75 for the Latin American delegation. 

4. The European and Mexican delegations welcome the results of the 
implementation of the global agreement, which has enabled both parties to 
diversify their markets in order to combat the challenges of globalisation.

5. Aware that the full potential of the Agreement has yet to be exploited for the 
benefit of small and medium-sized businesses, calls upon the Executives and 
in particular the Commission to ensure that actions to increase the 
competitiveness of such businesses are promoted.

6. The European and Mexican delegations are pleased with the results of the 
recent EuroLat meeting held in Lima from 29 April to 1 May, at which a final 
resolution was adopted containing a contribution by the legislators from both 
regions to the Fifth LAC-EU Summit of Heads of State or Government held in 
Lima on 16 May.
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7. Both delegations express their satisfaction with the Commission's proposal to 
grant strategic-partner status to Mexico - an event which will build upon the 
Association Agreement and open a new chapter in bilateral relations.

8. Both delegations are willing to help define the substance of the Strategic 
Partnership. 

9. The European delegation would like to express its support for the Mexican 
authorities in connection with the major efforts they have made and the 
commitment they have demonstrated with a view to preventing and shedding 
light on the murders of women which have occurred, especially in the border 
area between Mexico and the USA.

10. The European delegation supports the Mexican Government in its resolute 
fight against organised crime and drug-trafficking.

11. Both parties call for strict compliance with International Court of Justice 
resolutions and urge those countries that have not yet removed the death 
penalty from their penal codes to observe an unconditional moratorium until 
such a decision is taken, with particular regard to cases in which the various
legal procedures have not provided the minimum guarantees required.

12. The members of the EU-Mexico JPC are pleased that, after repeated calls for 
such action made at their meetings, Mexico can now benefit from European 
Investment Bank credit lines.

13. They also welcome the progress made over the last year in the dialogue on 
social cohesion (with particular regard to employment and social policies) and 
they highlight the positive outcome of cooperation in the chapter on human 
rights.

14. In the light of the future development of the Agreement, they firmly believe 
that the review clause will enable the new challenges facing the societies in 
both countries (notably in the area of climate change, a sustainable 
environment, energy transition based on clean, renewable energy sources 
and the equitable management and distribution of water) to be tackled at 
bilateral level.

15. This clause may in future have to encompass topics of common interest to 
both parties, taking as a starting point the spirit of the Doha Development 
Round and the millennium goals promoted by the UN.

16. Full use of the EC-Mexico Sectoral Agreement on Cooperation in Science 
and Technology is also of major importance.

17. The Mexican delegation congratulates the European Union and welcomes the 
result of the various procedures for ratification of the Lisbon Treaty - an 
instrument that will strengthen the European Parliament’s powers as a co-
legislator and increase the European Union’s capacity for action.

18. Both parties agree to foster cooperation between Mexican institutions and 
their European counterparts with regard to student exchanges, in particular in 
terms of mobility, the transfer of credits and the recognition of qualifications.

19. Both delegations reiterate their commitment to a clean and sustainable 
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environment. They also renew their commitment to defend in international 
forums the cross-sector nature of environmental protection. 

20. Both Delegations express their thanks for the seminar on natural disasters, 
technical assistance and civil defence (which was held in Strasbourg on 21 
May 2008) and for the satisfactory results thereof.

21. Both delegations acknowledge Mexico's proposal to establish a Green Fund 
to combat climate change. The European side also acknowledges Mexico's 
National Strategy on Climate Change.

22. Both parties condemn terrorism in all its forms - irrespective of where it occurs 
- and reiterate their desire to combat it within the framework of international 
law.

23. Both delegations undertake to promote joint actions in response to the food 
crisis through the implementation of public policies and cooperation 
programmes involving the European Union and Mexico. 

24. They also reiterate the need for greater trade in agri-food products to be 
promoted, taking into account the growing conditions in both areas.

25. Both delegations agree to hold the next meeting of the JPC in Mexico from 27 
to 31 October 2008, after also having held a seminar to prepare in depth their 
discussions on the world food crisis.

26. Both delegations agree to send this Declaration to the members of the 
Association Council, reiterating their wish that the Chairs of the EU-Mexico 
Joint Parliamentary Committee attend the future meetings of the Council.

Erika Mann MEP
Chair of the European 
Parliament Delegation

Senator José Guadarrama Márquez
Chair of the Mexican
Congress Delegation

Strasbourg, France, 22 May 2008
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The Meeting in Pictures 

From left to right: Mexican Senator, Ms. Rosario Green Macias; European Commissioner for 
External Relations and European Neighbourhood Policy, Benita Ferrero-Waldner; 

Chairwoman of the European Delegation, Erika Mann; Chairman of the Mexican Delegation, 
José Guadarrama.

The official board of the JPC European Union/Mexico 
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Moments of the meeting

The chairman of the Mexican delegation, José Guadarrama; The President of the European 
Parliament, Hans-Gert Pöttering



27

The President of the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pöttering; the chairman of the Mexican 
Delegation, José Guadarrama and Mexican legislators
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VIITH MEETING OF THE EU-MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE (JPC)

Mexico City
28 and 29 October 2008

The Delegations of the European Parliament and the Mexican Congress to 
the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereinafter the JPC), having 
concluded the work of the VIIth meeting, held in Mexico City on 28 and 29 
October 2008, hereby adopt the following 

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The EU and Mexican delegations confirm their satisfaction with the work of the 
annual meetings of the JPC, and undertake to further strengthen the mechanisms 
of permanent communication consisting of the Bureaux of the two delegations 
and their technical secretariats.

2. Both delegations once again welcome the presence of the Bureau of the EU-
Chile Parliamentary Committee, and express their pleasure at the opportunity 
thus provided of resuming the trilateral dialogue and holding an eminently 
constructive exchange of views on a number of issues relating to the 
contemporary international and regional agenda.

3. In particular, we reiterate our desire to continue with the close scrutiny and 
encouragement of the regional integration processes under way in both Europe 
and Latin America.

4. Both delegations welcome the decision of 13 October 2008 of the EU General 
Affairs and External Relations Council to recognise Mexico as a strategic partner, 
and await the Council's recommendations to the European Parliament on the 
matter.

5. Both delegations view the Strategic Partnership between Mexico and the EU as a 
necessary stimulus to the further encouragement and development of the full 
potential of our bilateral relations. 

6. The members of the EU-Mexico JPC undertake to submit concrete 
recommendations from the parliamentary viewpoint, in time for the next JPC 
meeting, on the content of the Strategic Partnership, and to monitor the work 
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carried out at the different levels of the institutionalised dialogue in order to orient 
our relations in the framework of the EU-Mexico Economic Partnership, Political 
Coordination and Cooperation Agreement (Joint Committee, ministerial meetings 
and presidential summits). 

7. The EU and Mexican delegations reaffirm that this is an excellent moment for 
bilateral relations and reconfirm their overall satisfaction with the implementation 
of the Global Agreement, while nonetheless stressing the need for our respective 
executives to develop even closer coordination in the political and economic 
fields and in the area of cooperation, with a view to further progress on the 
objectives of diversifying our relations, strengthening our internal markets and 
improving our capacity to meet the more complex challenges arising on the 
international scene.

8. In this context, both delegations express their concern over the financial crisis 
and its repercussions for the international economic situation, believing it 
essential to deepen dialogue and cooperation on the issues concerned. In the 
multilateral context, they undertake to work jointly to ensure that the forthcoming 
international summit in Washington lays the bases of a new global economic 
governance, with a view to restoring market confidence, guaranteeing financial 
stability and relaunching economic activity on a sustainable basis, with the 
primary objectives of individual wellbeing and respect for the environment.

9. The members of both delegations stress the need to use to the full the 
cooperation mechanisms existing under the Global Agreement, as a key means 
of tackling the adverse effects of the crisis. In particular, we renew our call on the 
Mexican government and the European Commission to devise and promote 
actions specifically aimed at extending the benefits of the Global Agreement to 
SMEs, as a vital requisite for promoting their development and competitiveness. 

10. Both delegations welcome the results of the Fourth EU-Mexico Summit held in 
the framework of the Fifth Summit of EU/Latin American Heads of State and 
Government which took place in Lima (Peru) in May 2008, and draw attention, in 
particular, to the institutional maturity and dynamism that have been achieved by 
the EU-Mexico relationship over the last year. 

11. Both delegations reaffirm the importance of our bilateral links in the regional and 
international context, with a view to the joint promotion of our shared values, 
principles and interests, including the consolidation of democracy, the rule of law, 
respect for human rights, gender equality, sustainable economic development, 
equal opportunities and the sustainable preservation of the environment.  

12. We particularly welcome the signing of the funding convention for the Second 
Mexico-EU Human Rights Programme for 2008-2011, since this testifies to the 
high priority attached by Mexico and the EU in their relations to the promotion 
and protection of human rights.

13. Both delegations wish to see closer cooperation in the fight against organised 
crime, terrorism and drug trafficking, on the basis of the principles of shared 
responsibility and strict compliance with international law. 
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14. The Mexican delegation communicates its thanks to the EU delegation for the 
solidarity expressed by a number of European countries in condemning the 
deplorable terrorist attacks which occurred in Morelia (Michoacán) during the 
Mexican Independence Day festivities of 15 September 2008.

15. Both delegations express their support for the firm stand being taken by the 
Mexican government in its actions to combat organised crime and eradicate drug 
trafficking.

16. The Mexican delegation thanks the European countries which have supported 
Mexico's candidacy to be a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council 
for the period 2008-2009, and reaffirms Mexico's commitment to the coordination 
and joint promotion of a far-reaching reform of the UN based on the recognition 
that peace, security, human rights and development are all interconnected and 
are mutually reinforcing. 

17. Both delegations reaffirm their concern at the growth in illegal immigration rings 
and the trafficking of people, undertaking to promote international cooperation 
with a view to establishing a juridical framework which will confer legal certainty 
on population movements and heighten awareness of the link between migration 
and development. 

18.  Both delegations express their desire to continue their detailed debates on the 
'return directive', its substance and the consequences  of its implementation in 
the future. 

19. The Mexican delegation expresses its concern over the scope and effects of the 
'return directive' as far as human rights are concerned; the EU delegation 
undertakes, in line with the Commission's existing position, to activate the 
initiatives that may prove necessary regarding the directive's scope and 
repercussions, with a view to ensuring its conformity with the international 
standards on human rights and fundamental freedoms. This debate complied 
fully with the spirit of the EU-Mexico Economic Partnership, Political Coordination 
and Cooperation Agreement, as expressed in its Article 1. 

20. The representatives of both Mexico and the EU agree that migration needs to be 
examined on the basis of a balanced and integrated approach, based on the 
shared responsibility of the countries of origin, transit and destination and on full 
respect for the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.

21. The members of both delegations express their disappointment and concern at 
the failure of the recent WTO ministerial meetings in Geneva, and believe it is 
necessary to achieve maximum coordination of our positions in order to move 
towards an agreement that will enable the international community to unblock the 
negotiations and advance towards fulfilment of the development objectives of the 
Doha Round.

22. In parallel to achieving that objective, we will strive to ensure compliance with the 
undertakings on the issues of climate change, the transition to clean and 
renewable energies, and distribution of and equitable access to drinking water.
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23. Both delegations agree that one of the key objectives of our Strategic Partnership 
should be to meet the UN's Millennium Development Goals. 

24. In the field of scientific and technological cooperation, we welcome the results of 
the Second Mexico-EU Bilateral Science and Technology Meeting, which was 
marked by important agreements for strengthening cooperation in the following 
areas: agriculture, economic and social sciences, energy, the environment, food 
and biotechnology, health, information technology,  mobility, nanotechnology and 
transport.

25. We especially welcome the governmental efforts to constitute a research fund 
involving a sum of EUR 10 m, to be contributed on a 50-50 basis by Mexico and 
the EU, for multidisciplinary projects of mutual interest in Latin America which will 
have a major social impact in Mexico, Latin America and Europe, such as the 
application of nanotechnology to mining, soil rehabilitation, and the use of 
nanopartícles of metals and other high-value-added components.

26. We hope that the above efforts will bear fruit and will encourage the full 
realisation of the potential of the EU-Mexico sectoral agreement on scientific and 
technological cooperation. 

27. Both delegations undertake to promote common policies and exchange 
experiences in relation to the fight against climate change, with a view, notably, to 
reducing our energy consumption, promoting technologies for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions, and developing the use of environment-friendly 
transport systems. 

28. We therefore reaffirm our fullest support for the Mexico/European Commission 
sectoral policy dialogue on the environment and climate change, and for all 
bilateral cooperation aimed at advancing in the international negotiations in the 
framework of the UN Convention on climate change; in addition we agree to 
make all efforts to promote an effective and even more far-reaching post-Kyoto 
international framework to fight climate change after 2012. 

29. The Mexican delegation proposes that the next JPC meeting should undertake 
an examination of the funding programmes under the credit line of EUR 50 m 
granted by the European Investment Bank for mitigating the effects of climate 
change in Mexico. 

30. Both delegations favour defining a strategy for the fight against climate change 
which will enable us to tackle this common challenge in a more coordinated 
fashion between Mexico and the EU, as well as in a broader framework between 
Latin America and the EU. 

31. The Mexican delegation hopes that the EU will succeed in ratifying the Treaty of 
Lisbon, since this instrument should have the effect of strengthening both the EU 
institutions and the bilateral relationship as a whole. 

32. The members of both delegations believe that the agreement reached on mobility 
constitutes a valuable starting-point, since it will facilitate the exchange of 
researchers as well as secondments of specialists, while also achieving 
institutional reinforcement via the IRSES programme for the mobility of research 
staff at universities and research institutes. 
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33. Both delegations hope to see a successful outcome for the seminar on the world 
food price crisis to be held on 29 October 2008 in Guadalajara (Jalisco), and 
undertake to examine its results and recommendations, in the context of the 
objective agreed at the Vth JPC meeting,  namely to promote joint actions to 
tackle the food crisis on the basis of public policies and cooperation programmes 
between the EU and Mexico.

34. Both delegations are especially concerned over the impact of the food crisis, with 
rising hunger and malnutrition in the least-favoured sectors of society, including 
large swathes of the peasantry; they also agree to recommend to their respective 
governments that they make every effort to promote policies on food security and 
sovereignty that facilitate effective action to combat poverty, hunger and 
malnutrition, both in specific rural contexts and in certain urban milieux. 

35. The two delegations to the JPC welcome the agreement reached on the subject 
of pensions at the Summit of EU/Latin American Heads of State and Government 
in Lima, and hope to see speedy approval, with the support of the respective 
diplomatic representations, of the agreements on the transfer of pension rights 
acquired by Mexican emigrants in EU Member States and vice versa, as well as 
of the extension of health and social security entitlements to their families. 

36. The EU and Mexican delegations will call on their respective governments to 
draw up a report on the negotiations concerning the review clauses in the EU-
Mexico free trade agreement on agriculture and stockbreeding, services and 
investment. 

37. Both delegations will undertake a periodic review of the dialogue on the social 
cohesion policies in place under the 2007-2013 cooperation programme.

38. We will also undertake the timely monitoring of the results and recommendations 
of the Third Dialogue Forum between Mexican and EU civil society, to be held in 
Brussels (Belgium) on 13 and 14 November 2008.

39. Both sides express their gratitude for the hospitality extended by the people and 
government of Jalisco state, and agree to forward this declaration to the 
members of the Association Council, renewing their call for the members of the 
EU-Mexico JPC to be invited to that Council's future meetings.

40. It is agreed that the next meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC will be held in Brussels 
(Belgium) in April 2009, and that the seminar accompanying the meeting will be 
on the subject of the world financial crisis.

---------------------------------------------                       ---------------------------------------
            Erika Mann, MEP          José Guadarrama Márquez, Senator 
Chair, European Parliament delegation    Chair, Mexican Congress delegation 

Mexico City, 29 October 2008
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The Meeting in Pictures

The inauguration of the meeting

Group of European and Mexican legislators

The meeting's official board
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The chairman of the Mexican Delegation, José Guadarrama; The French Ambassador to 
Mexico, Daniel Parfait 

Forum: The Challenges and Chances for Mexico an the European Union in the
Context of the International Economic Crisis 

Group of European and Mexican legislators
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Seminary: The World Food Crisis

The official board

Press Conference

  

From left to right: the Chairwoman of the European Delegation, Erika Mann; the Chairman of 
the Mexican Delegation, José Guadarrama; the permanent Mexican Ambassador to the EU, 

Sandra Fuentes-Berain.
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The Chairwoman of the European Delegation, Erika Mann; the Chairman of the Mexican 
Delegation, José Guadarrama.

Other moments of the meeting

The official board
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Working Lunch
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VIIIth MEETING OF THE EU-MEXICO JOINT PARLIAMENTARY 

COMMITTEE (JPC)

Brussels
30 and 31 March 2009

The Delegations of the European Parliament and the Mexican Congress to the EU-
Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee (hereinafter the JPC), having completed the 
work of the VIIIth meeting, held in Brussels on 30 and 31 March 2009, hereby adopt
the following

JOINT DECLARATION

1. The European and Mexican delegations welcome the fact that since the 
creation of the JPC the two annual meetings provided for in the Rules of 
Procedure governing the work of the EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary 
Committee have been duly held; both delegations express their satisfaction 
with the maturity and continuity of the relationship which exists between the 
two sides and the quality of what has been achieved; 

2. The Mexican delegation welcomes the recommendation of the European 
Parliament to the European Council on the EU-Mexico Strategic Partnership,
adopted by the EU General Affairs and External Relations Council on 13 
October 2008 and by the EP plenary on 12 March 2009. Both parties view the 
Strategic Partnership as the logical outcome of the level reached in EU-
Mexican relations, and as a recognition of the important role and constructive 
work which Mexico has been bringing to bear in international forums; 

3. Both delegations stress that the Strategic Partnership will enhance still further 
the quality, maturity and level of relations between the European Union and 
Mexico. The Economic Partnership, Political Coordination and Cooperation 
Agreement provides the basis and framework for implementing the Strategic 
Partnership:, whose potential needs to be reflected in a series of specific 
measures with added value;

4. The Mexican and European delegations support the measures and 
recommendations proposed by the Commission and the Mexican government, 
and are convinced that these will provide fresh stimulus for cooperation, both 
bilateral and on multilateral issues;
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5. Both parties agree that the Strategic Partnership will enable both sides to 
exercise greater influence at international level, which will require increased 
coordination and cooperation in international forums; they further agree that 
there is significant convergence with regard to the EU's and Mexico's positions 
on and shared approaches to issues of a global nature;

6. Both delegations welcome the benefits which have accrued since the Global 
Agreement came into force, and note the progress made at the last meeting of 
the Joint Committee, held on 13 and 14 October 2008; 

7. The Mexican and European delegations stress that the measures adopted 
during this period of joint reflection will contribute to giving specific content 
to the Strategic Partnership and must have as their key objective the creation 
of the conditions enabling the achievement of the full potential of the Global 
Agreement and conferring added value on the bilateral relationship;

8. Both parties call for efforts to promote consensus between Mexico and the 
European Union in order to make progress on the Doha Round negotiations, 
and believe that in the current crisis, one of the consequences is a slump in 
trade and the consequent slowdown of economic activity; in this context, a 
resolute boost to the Doha Round negotiations would send out a message of 
confidence to economic operators and constitute a growth factor of the 
greatest importance at world level; 

9. Both parties express their deep concern over protectionist tendencies in the 
current context of international economic crisis, and call for full compliance 
with trade agreements in force and internationally recognised competition 
policies;

10. The European Parliament and the Mexican Congress welcome the work done 
in the context of the seminar on the financial crisis in the framework of the 
VIIIth Meeting, and undertake to carry out a detailed analysis of the 
contributions of governmental and parliamentary bodies in this connection, 
with a view to better identifying the role that should be played by the people's 
representatives, especially with regard to governments' actions to tackle the 
crisis;

11. Both parties call for a reform of the international financial system to ensure
transparency, stability and greater efficiency on the international markets, with 
a view to ensuring the sustainable development of nations;

12. Both delegations recognise, in addition, the desirability of strengthening 
dialogue and  multilateral cooperation with the new US Administration;

13. Both parties express their concern at the problems generated in Europe at the 
beginning of this year with regard to energy safety, and consider that an 
emergency situation such as that we have lived through could occur anywhere 
in the world; in this connection, they agree to exchange information and 
explore more specific cooperation mechanisms in the area of energy safety; 
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14. The Mexican and European delegations reiterate that the Strategic Partnership 
should further strengthen the existing dialogue on human rights, and promote 
the exchange of experience and best practice; furthermore, both delegations 
stress the importance of the programmes for improving access to the courts
and combating impunity and gender violence, as well as those for the 
administration and exercise of justice in indigenous communities and 
reforming the judicial system;

15. Both parties support the objectives of the second stage of the EU-Mexico 
Human Rights Programme for 2008-2010, which seeks to back up a series of 
actions in the areas of, inter alia, gender violence, the administration of justice 
for indigenous peoples, and reforms of the judicial system;

16. Both delegations voice their support for the proposal to launch a sectoral 
dialogue on education and culture; they further agree that sectoral dialogues 
between various socio-economic spheres could contribute to the drafting of 
measures to achieve greater social cohesion; 

17. Both delegations reiterate their commitment to promoting international 
cooperation with a view to achieving a legal framework which will confer 
legal certainty on population movements and raise awareness of the link 
between migration and development;

18. Both delegations agreed on the need to continue with the debates on the entire 
content and the scope and potential implications of the return directive, as well 
as the repercussions of its possible implementation on migration in general 
and on EU-Latin America relations;

19. The Mexican and EU representatives agree that migration needs to be tackled 
with an integrated and balanced approach, based on the shared responsibility 
of the countries of origin, transit and destination and full respect for the human 
rights of all migrant workers and their families;

20. The European and Mexican delegations likewise voice their support for the 
priorities established for the second phase of the EU-Mexico Cultural Fund, 
whose main objectives are promoting development and diversity in the 
cultural field between the EU and Mexico, strengthening dialogue on cultural 
policies, and promoting cooperation and the access of marginal groups to 
socio-economic development;

21. Both delegations welcome the conclusions of the Third EU-Mexico Civil 
Society Forum, held in Brussels on 13 and 14 November 2008, and call for a 
greater civil society presence in EU-Mexico relations; in particular, both 
delegations welcome the stated wish of the Commission and the Mexican 
government to step up cooperation with the civil societies of both sides;

22. Both delegations note the advanced stage reached in the partnership agreement 
negotiations between the European Union and the countries of Central 
America, and welcome the fact that these negotiations may possibly be 
concluded in the course of 2009;
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23. Both parties welcome the establishment of a working party on migration 
issues within the Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly, given the 
horizontal and multilateral nature of the subject, and agree to continue to work 
together in close and coordinated fashion within that forum;

24. Both parties favour the establishment as soon as possible of a biregional 
dialogue (LAC-EU) of a comprehensive and structured nature on the subject 
of migration, in implementation of the Lima Declaration;

25. The European and Mexican delegations reiterate their commitment to stepping 
up dialogue on climate change, given the continuing need to tackle this issue 
in multilateral fashion, in keeping with the principle of shared and 
differentiated responsibilities; the European delegation reiterates its support 
for the Mexican government's proposal  for a Fund for World Climate Change. 
The Mexican delegation welcomes the EU's adoption in December 2008 of the 
package on energy and climate change. Both factors reflect the commitment of 
Mexico and the EU in the face of one of the most important challenges of our 
times. The European side welcomes Mexico's offer to host the Sixteenth 
Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Sixth Conference of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol in 2010; 

26. Both delegations welcome the progress achieved in implementing the Integral 
Programme for Assistance to Small and Medium Enterprises and the EU-
Mexico Free Trade Facilitation Project (PROTELCUEM), and reiterate their 
desire for small and medium-sized enterprises to benefit from the Global 
Agreement, and therefore call for improved provision for the dissemination of 
information to facilitate benefiting from them and job creation, including 
seminars for European and Mexican business people;

27. The Mexican and European delegations both advocate efforts to establish 
publicity campaigns to boost awareness of the cooperation programmes 
existing under the Global Agreement;

28. Both delegations welcome the quantitative and qualitative benefits which the 
Global Agreement and the EU-Mexico Free Trade Treaty have brought, 
opening up new markets and establishing reciprocal preferential treatment in 
trade in both directions. However, both delegations agree that there is a need 
for a more far-reaching assessment of the Agreement, so as to encourage the 
political and legislative measures which are needed in order to maximise 
possible and desirable levels of cooperation and trade; 

29. Both delegations call for increased cooperation and the implementation of 
concrete actions in the fight against drug trafficking, and voice their support 
for the Mexican government in its fight against organized crime;

30. Both parties agree that the drug problem needs to be tackled on the basis of an 
integrated approach incorporating preventive measures, awareness campaigns 
and a public health perspective on the treatment of drug users;
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31. Both parties likewise condemn terrorism in all its forms and call for it to be 
combated in strict compliance with international law;

32. Both delegations favour the holding of EU-Mexico summits;

33. Both delegations agree that illegal trading in arms and light weapons needs to 
be eradicated; 

34. Both parties agree to forward this Declaration to the members of the 
Association Council, reiterating their request that the members of the EU-
Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee be invited to attend future meetings of 
the Association Council; 

35. The Mexican delegation thanks the European Parliament for its hospitality and, 
in particular, the members of the  EU-Mexico Joint Parliamentary Committee;

36. The Mexican delegation further wishes all success to all the European 
members of the JPC who are involved in the current process of renewal of the 
EP's membership, and salutes the work done by each of the members of the 
European delegation to the JPC, expressing its sincerest gratitude to those 
from both delegations who will cease to be JPC members following the 
renewal of the Mexican Chamber of Deputies and the European Parliament; 

37. It is agreed that the next meeting of the EU-Mexico JPC will be held in
Mexico after the renewal of our respective legislative bodies in the second half 
of 2009.

------------------------------------------        --------------------------------------------------
Erika Mann MEP Senator José Guadarrama Márquez

Chair, European Parliament Chair, Mexican Congress
       Delegation Delegation

The Meeting in Pictures

Aspect of the meeting
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The President of the European Parliament, Sr. Hans-Gert Pöttering with Mexican and 
European legislators

The main board
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The Chairwoman of the European delegation, Erika Mann; the Chairman of the Mexican delegation, 
José Guadarrama; the permanent Mexican Ambassador to the EU, Sandra Fuentes-Berain; the European 

legislator, Fernando Fernández

The President of the European Parliament, Hans-Gert Pöttering; the Chairwoman of the 
European delegation, Erika Mann and a group of Mexican legislators
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Group of Mexican and European legislators
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