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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Wednesday January 25, 2012 
(9.00-12.30 and 15.00-18.30) and on Thursday January 26, 2012 (09.00-12.30) in Brussels. The following 
items were on the agenda. 

1. Constituent meeting 

INTA reelected its bureau with the same members as in the first half of the term: Chair: Vital Moreira (S&D), 
1st Vice Chair: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP), 2nd Vice Chair: Robert Sturdy (ECR), 3rd Vice Chair: Pawel 
Zawelski (EPP), 4th Vice Chair: Yannick Jadot (Greens/EFA). INTA also increased the number of full 
members to 31.    

2. Monitoring Group Activities 
Exchange of views

For the first time INTA had feedback from its newly-established Monitoring groups. These groups are being 
set up in order to monitor better ongoing negotiations and trade-relations with third-countries and to follow 
closely on new developments in the international trade arena. Each Monitoring group is composed of a 
standing rapporteur and shadow standing rapporteurs representing all political groups and covers a particular 
geographic region. In order to ensure that the whole INTA committee stays informed of the activities of 
monitoring groups, standing rapporteurs will now report back at each INTA committee meeting. The first 
feedback was given by Monitoring groups on the US, Canada, Central America and China. 

3. Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as 
regards the granting of delegated powers for the adoption of certain measures 

Consideration of draft report

The committee considered the draft report on the so-called 'Trade Omnibus II' proposal addressing 10 
Regulations in the field of the Common commercial policy that were subject to the old comitology system 
under Council Decision 1999/468/EC and that are now proposed to be aligned to the post-Lisbon system of 
delegated acts (Article 290 TFEU). The rapporteur presented his draft report containing 24 amendments. The 
Commission informed the Members of its assessment of the proposed amendments. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D) Consideration of a draft report: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Deadline for Ams: 6/2/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0153(COD) - INTA/7/06285 Consideration of Ams: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: May-I-12  

Related documents may be found here. 

4. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

First exchange of views

Members had a discussion on the proposal to withdraw by the 1 January 2014 the Duty-Free Quota-Free market 
access for the 18 countries that have not taken the necessary steps towards ratifying the Economic Partnership 
Agreements, signed with the EU back in 2007. 

While the Commission defended this proposal, underlining that the current arrangement is not compatible with 
WTO rules, and unfair to the countries which have taken the necessary steps, Members questioned the way the 
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proposal had been put forward and if it would really lead to the desired results.   

This was the first occasion for the INTA committee to discuss the proposal in detail, in preparation of the 
draft report, which is planned for the end of March.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf Romero Consideration of a draft report: 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0260(COD) - INTA/7/07312 Planned deadline for Ams: 12/04/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 29-30/5/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jul-12  

Related documents may be found here. 

5. Engaging in energy policy cooperation with partners beyond our borders: A strategic 
approach to secure, sustainable and competitive energy supply 

Consideration of draft opinion

The Commission has drafted a communication on 'security of energy supply and international cooperation - 
The EU Energy Policy: Engaging with Partners beyond our Borders'. The ITRE committee has decided to 
draft an INI report on this. AFET has associated committee status (Rule 50) and INTA is giving an opinion.  
 
Jan Zahradil (ECR) presented his draft-opinion on 25 January, in which he welcomes the EU external energy 
policy and calls for greater synergy between trade and energy policy, insists on information exchange of 
energy contract between member states and with the Commission and stronger energy components in external 
relations with key partners.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jan Zahradil (ECR) Cons. of a draft opinion: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Deadline for Ams: 1/2/2012, 12.00  
Procedure: 2012/2029(INI) - INTA/7/08433 Planned adoption INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

6. A resource-efficient Europe 
First exchange of views

INTA held the first exchange of views regarding the Commission's flagship initiative under the Europe 2020 
Strategy "A resource-efficient Europe". Resource-efficient green growth strategy is one of the priorities of the 
Danish Presidency, and has several trade aspects which will be in the focus of the opinion by International 
Trade Committee to an own initiative report by ENVI committee. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Salvatore Iacolino (EPP) Exchange of views: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg  Cons. of draft opinion: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/2068(INI) - INTA/7/05794 Planned deadline for Ams: 8/3/2012 
Lead committee: ENVI Planned adoption in INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here
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7. Key Enabling Technologies (KET) 
Presentation

In 2009 the Commission presented a Communication 'Preparing for our Future: Developing a common 
strategy for key enabling technologies in the EU' (COM (2009)512) and in 2010 it set up a high-level expert 
group tasked with developing a shared longer term strategy and action plan on the identified KETs on this 
issue. The expert group presented its findings and recommendations in June 2011.  
 
On 25 January, one of its leading members of the Sherpa Group Prof Gabriel Crean presented its findings and 
recommendations to the INTA Committee. His presentation was followed by debate with the members. 
 
A significant part of future goods and services are as yet unknown, but the main driving force behind their 
development will be Key Enabling Technologies (KETs), such as nanotechnology, micro- and nano-
electronics including semiconductors, advanced materials, biotechnology and photonics.  
 
Being at the forefront of the developing these technologies is essential for the future competitiveness of 
European business. Whilst the EU has very good research and development capacities in some key enabling 
technology areas, it has not been as successful at translating research results into commercialized 
manufactured goods and services. 

8. Priorities of the Danish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
Presentation

As is customary, INTA held an exchange of views with the Presidency-in-exercise of the Council. Danish 
Minister for Trade and Investment, Ms Pia Olsen Dyhr, addressed the Committee outlining an ambitious 
agenda, both in terms of bilateral negotiations as well as horizontal legislative proposals. This was followed 
by a lively and frank debate touching on a number of issues, including the current scoping exercise with 
Japan, the Peru and Colombia FTA, the so called 'Made In' Regulation as well as ACTA. 

9. Trade for Change: The EU Trade and Investment Strategy for the Southern 
Mediterranean following the Arab Spring revolutions 

Consideration of draft report
INTA considered the draft report of Niccoló Rinaldi (ALDE) on Trade for Change. The draft report built on 
the working document presented back in December, elaborating more, among other things, on the role of 
banks and micro-credits for SMEs, the attention that needs to be given to countries in transition, such as 
Libya, and the importance of accompanying trade liberalisation with trade "liberation" so that the commercial 
opportunities and benefits may be shared by all levels of societies in Southern Mediterranean countries. All 
interventions by Members and the Commission generally agreed with the direction of the report. The only 
exception was a request by a GUE Member asking for more explicit criticism of the EU policy towards the 
Southern Mediterranean prior to the Arab Spring. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Niccolò Rinaldi (ALDE) Exchange of views: 21/6/2011 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Cons. of working document: 20/12/2011 
Procedure: 2011/2113(INI) - INTA/7/05860 Cons. of a draft report: 25-26/1/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 17/2/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-12  

Related document may be found here. 
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10. Scheme of generalised tariff preferences 
Consideration of amendments

207 Amendments had been tabled to Commission proposal for the scheme of generalised tariff preferences, 
which led to an intensive debate. While some of the amendments aimed at enlarging the scope of the proposal, 
many also aimed at limiting both country coverage and product coverage, and tightening the thresholds, 
especially in areas related to import of textiles. The rapporteur emphasized the importance he attached to the 
special incentive scheme GSP+, explaining that if adopted, many of the proposals would actually make it 
almost impossible for any country to be granted this special scheme. The vote will take place in the next 
meeting of INTA. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Exchange of views: 12/7/2011 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Cons of a working document: 11/10/2011 
Procedure: 2011/0117(COD) - INTA/7/06028 Cons. of a draft report : 20/12/2011 
Lead committee: INTA Deadline for Ams: 20/1/2012, 18.00 
 Cons. of Ams: 25/1/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 29/2-1/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: May-I-12  

Related documents may be found here. 

11. Repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 1342/2007 on administering certain restrictions 
on imports of certain steel products from Russia 

First exchange of views

This first exchange of views held by INTA on an EU regulation terminating EU quotas on Russian steel 
opened the debate on the impact of Russia's accession to the World Trade Organization. This regulation aims 
at repealing another regulation of the EU which has supported the management of EU quotas on Russian steel 
since 2007. Members of the INTA Committee, despite some concerns over the future of the EU-Russia trade 
relations in steel products, expressed a general positive view on the repeal of the quota regulation. They 
recognized that the adoption of this repeal regulation is necessary in order to keep the EU in conformity with 
its commitments taken at the WTO with Russia as part of the accession of this country to the WTO. Some 
INTA Members also assessed that the overall gains of Russia joining a rule-based multilateral trading system 
would outweigh the adjustments that the EU may have to make in some sectors. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Exchange of views: 25-26/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret  Consideration of a draft report: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0315(COD) - INTA/7/07777 Planned deadline for Ams: 2/3/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: May-I-12  

Related documents may be found here

12. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 
In camera

An in camera exchange of views was held with João Aguiar Machado, Deputy Director-General of DG Trade, 
focusing mainly on the state-of-play of trade relations with continental Latin America in the year 2012 
(Association Agreement with Central America, Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru, negotiations with 
Mercosur etc), and on EPAs. 
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13. Votes 

1) Child labour in cocoa sector 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Motion for a resolution as amended 25 0 3 

2) Conclusion by the European Union of the International Cocoa Agreement 2010 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 28 0 0 

3) Amending Council Regulation (EC) No 617/2009 opening an autonomous tariff quota for 
imports of high-quality beef 
Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 28 0 0 

4) Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as regards the 
procedures for the adoption of certain measures 
Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 23 1 2 

5) Agreement between the EU and Morocco concerning reciprocal liberalisation measures on 
agricultural products and fishery products 
Rapporteur: José Bové (Greens/ALE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent)  21 7 1 

6) Regional Convention on pan-Euro-Mediterranean preferential rules of origin 
Rapporteur: Emilio Menéndez del Valle (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Question for oral answer as amended 25 0 1 
Motion for a resolution further to a 
question for oral answer 

23 1 2 

Draft recommendation (consent) 19 0 1 

7) Exchange mechanism with regard to intergovernmental agreements between Member States 
and third countries in the field of energy 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens/EFA) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 25 1 2 
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8) Second amendment to the Cotonou Agreement of 23 June 2000 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 25 0 3 

9) Customs enforcement of intellectual property rights 
Rapporteur: Josefa Andrés Barea (S&D)  
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 23 4 1 

10) 2010 discharge: EU general budget, Section III, Commission 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 25 0 3 

11) European standardisation 
Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 21 6 0 

14. Amended Constitution and Rules of Procedure of the International Rubber Study Group 

Consideration of draft recommendation (consent)
INTA considered Chairman Vital Moreira's (S&D) draft recommendation on the amended set of rules of the 
International Rubber Study Group (IRSG) of which the EU is member since 2002. While the rapporteur 
recommends the Parliament to consent to the revised rules of the Group, he calls on the Commission to strive 
towards strengthening its membership base - in particular by engaging with main rubber producing and 
consuming countries - and to report back to the Parliament on any relevant developments within two years of 
the entry into force of the Group's amended set of rules. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 20/12/2011 
Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/1/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0116(NLE)- INTA/7/06064 Deadline for Ams: 6/2/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 29/2-1/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-II-12  

Related documents can be found here 

15. Delegation to Copenhagen, Denmark, 28-29 November 2011 
Presentation

INTA Chair, Vital Moreira, gave a positive feedback on the INTA delegation he led to Copenhagen in 
November 2011. The Chairman gave a detailed account of the meetings held by the delegation, in particular 
those with Danish Minister for European Affairs Nicolai Wammen, with Trade Ambassador Søren Kelstrup 
and with Members of the Danish Parliament (Folketing). The Committee also heard about the various 
meetings that the delegation held with various Danish social and industrial actors as well as the field trip to 
the Middelgrunden Offshore Wind Farm: an example of Danish industrial excellence. The Chairman 
considered the delegation to have been a successful one and expressed his commitment for a continued 
engagement with the Danish Presidency with a view of fulfilling the new post-Lisbon role of the EU on the 
Common Commercial Policy.  
 

Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Wednesday February 29, 2012, 
(9.00 - 12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30) and on Thursday March 1, 2012 (9.00-12.30). The meetings will be 
webstreamed, except for in camera items. 

1. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, and in particular 
on progress on transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements (rapporteur Vital Moreira, S&D). 

2. Monitoring Group Activities 
Exchange of views

Since the previous INTA meeting various Monitoring groups continued to hold in camera meetings with 
various actors in the EU commercial relations with third countries. The standing rapporteurs of these 
Monitoring groups are expected to brief the Committee on the activities held. 

3. Trade aspects of the Eastern partnership 
Consideration of draft report

The committee will consider the draft own-initiative report on the Trade aspects of the Eastern Partnership. 
Trade is one of the core elements of the EU relations with countries belonging to the Eastern Partnership, 
facilitating economic development and providing impetus for necessary structural, political and regulatory 
reforms. The rapporteur will present his comprehensive draft report addressing our trade relations with six 
countries belonging to the Eastern Partnership (Ukraine, Belarus, Moldova, Armenia, Azerbaijan and 
Georgia). The draft report also contains recommendations to the Council, the Commission and the EEAS 
concerning the negotiations and eventual implementation of the trade parts of future Association Agreements 
with the Eastern Partners concerned. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Miloslav Ransdorf (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 20/12/2011 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Consideration of a draft report: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/2306(INI)- INTA/7/08037 Planned deadline for Ams: 21/3/2012, 12.00   
Lead committee: INTA Planned cons. of Ams: 25/4/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: May-II-12 

Related documents may be found here. 

4. A resource-efficient Europe 
Consideration of draft opinion

INTA will consider a draft opinion on Commission's flagship initiative under the Europe 2020 Strategy "A 
resource-efficient Europe".  
 
The aim of resource efficiency is to boost economic performance while reducing resource use, to create new 
opportunities for economic growth and greater innovation and increase the EU's competitiveness, ensure 
security of supply of essential resources while fighting against climate change and limiting the environmental 
impacts of resource use. 

Calendar
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5. Exchange of views with Pascal Lamy, Director-General of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) 

 
Mr Pascal Lamy, Director-General of the WTO, will have an exchange of views with INTA members to 
discuss the outcome of the 8th Ministerial Conference and the way forward for the negotiations of the Doha 
Round, as well as the role of the WTO in the current economic situation. 
 
The 8th WTO Ministerial Conference in December last year, attended by INTA Members, saw the successful 
conclusion of the 18-years long negotiations with Russia that paved the way to Moscow's accession to the 
WTO. It was also possible to reach a deal, extending the scope and improving the content of the (plurilateral) 
Agreement on Public Procurement (GPA). 
 

But it was also obvious that negotiations are in a deadlock and that a successful conclusion of the Doha Round 
does not appear to be within reach. Director-General Lamy has proposed to move beyond the principle “single 
undertaking” and reach sectoral agreements whenever this is possible, and he will now have the opportunity to 
develop this further in the committee. 

6. Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and Liberia on forest law 
enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the European Union 

7. Voluntary Partnership Agreement between the EU and the Central African Republic on 
forest law enforcement, governance and trade in timber products to the European Union 

Consideration of draft recommendations

INTA will consider two draft consent recommendations on voluntary partnership agreements (VPA) that the 
EU has negotiated with the Central African Republic (CAR) and Liberia. A cornerstone of the EU's 2003 
Action Plan on Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade (FLEGT), these agreements establish 
partnerships with timber-producing and exporting countries to halt illegal logging, to promote sound forest 
governance and to ensure that only legally harvested timber is traded to the EU market. The EU has already 
concluded VPAs with Ghana, Congo and Cameroon. 

The VPAs commit partner countries to develop a legislative framework and systems for traceability, legal 
verification and licensing of timber and timber products to be exported to the EU market, and to establish 
monitoring and independent auditing. The EU, on the other hand, will guarantee favourable access to its 
markets for all wood products from the VPA countries. 

Rapporteur Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP) welcomes the VPAs as a partnership tool for improving forest 
governance, but stresses that challenges lie with implementation. Partner countries and the Commission will 
thus need to devote sufficient attention to effective and timely VPA enforcement, including capacity building. 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Elisabeth Köstinger (EPP) Cons. of the draft reports: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Planned deadline for Ams: 6/3/2012  
Procedures:  Planned adoption INTA: 26-27/3/2012 
Liberia: 2011/0160(NLE)- INTA/7/06304 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-12  
The CAR: 2011/0127(NLE)- INTA/7/06086  
Lead committee: INTA   

Related documents on the Liberia VPA and on the CAR VPA 
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8. EU – Colombia and Peru Trade Agreement 
Hearing

The aim of the Trade Agreement between the EU and Peru and Colombia is to open up markets and stabilise 
trade relations. The value is calculated to be €16 billion in bilateral trade in goods in 2010. It will remove 
virtually all tariffs after a transition period, and includes both services and the four Singapore issues of 
investment, procurement, competition and trade facilitation. But how will the economic operators take 
advantage of these opportunities? How are human rights, social and environmental objectives taken into 
account in this agreement? What impact will it have on regional integration and development?  
 
This high-level hearing will provide Members with an overview and critical analysis of the agreement to which 
they have to give their consent, with participation by the EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht, Vice 
Presidents from Peru and Colombia, and representatives from the business sector, trade unions, ILO and civil 
society. It will be the start of the official procedure for this agreement within the European Parliament, where a 
vote is planned for early autumn. 

See the programme of the hearing 

9. Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement establishing an Association 
between the EC and Israel on an Agreement between the EC and Israel on Conformity 
Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (ACAA) 

Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht

INTA will hold an exchange of views of with Trade Commissioner, Karel De Gucht on the EU's ACAA 
Agreement with Israel. The Committee is currently considering whether or not Parliament should give its 
consent to this agreement and a calendar has already been set. As part of this procedure the Coordinators have 
decided that they would like the Commission to gives its point of view on how this agreement fits within the 
whole context of the External Action of the EU (the need for 'coherency' being enshrined in the Lisbon 
Treaty). It is also possible that certain Members would also like further clarification of certain parts of the text 
of this agreement. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 29/2-1/3/2012  
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Planned cons. of the draft report: 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2009/0155 (NLE) - INTA/7/02427 Planned deadline for Ams: 29/3/2012, 18.00  
Lead committee: INTA  Planned adoption INTA: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jun-2012  

Related documents can be found here.

10. Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement between the EU and its Member States, Australia, 
Canada, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Switzerland and the USA 

Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht

Following the announcement of the referral from the Council in the plenary session on 14 February, the INTA 
committee will start the consideration of the dossier with first exchange of views. Especially interesting as well 
as important will be the intervention by the rapporteur, Mr David Martin (S&D), regarding his procedural 
decisions. Due to varied views amongst the Members, on the content of the agreement, a very lively discussion 
is to be expected. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Presentation of legal opinion: 22-23/11/2011 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg Exchange of views: 29/2-1/3/2012 & 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0167(NLE) - INTA/7/06356 Workshop: 1/3/2012 
Lead committee: INTA  Planned cons. of the draft report: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned deadline for Ams: 8/5/2012, 12.00   
 Planned adoption INTA: 29-30/5/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jun-2012  

Related documents can be found here.

11. Implementation of the bilateral safeguard clause and the stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Trade Agreement between the EU and Colombia and Peru 

First exchange of views
Bilateral safeguards are the "safety nets" incorporated in trade agreements in order to avoid that a sudden 
increase of bilateral trade due to the liberalization causes serious injury to the industry of the importing 
country.  
 
The Trade Agreement between the EU and Colombia and Peru includes provisions on bilateral safeguards, but 
in order to make these provisions applicable in practice, this implementation regulation, to be adopted through 
the Ordinary Legislative Procedure, is necessary. This regulation also has to be adopted, before the agreement 
can be provisionally applied. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Bernd Lange (S&D) First exchange of views: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Planned cons. of a draft report : 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0262(COD) - INTA/7/07320 Planned deadline for Ams: 13/4/2012   
Lead committee: INTA Planned cons. of Ams: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 29-30/5/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12 

Related documents may be found here. 

12. Agreement establishing an Association between the EU and its Member States, on the 
one hand, and Central America on the other 

13. Implementation of the bilateral safeguard clause and the stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America 

Joint debate

First exchange of views with joint debate on the trade and economic aspects of the EU-Central America 
Association Agreement (rapporteur Pablo Zalba, EPP) to which the EP will have to give its consent if and 
when the Council takes a decision on its signature. Discussions will elucidate the interests at stake concerning 
this first region-to-region Association Agreement which includes a comprehensive FTA aimed at strengthening 
economic cooperation and commercial ties between the EU and Central America while at the same time 
contributing to regional economic integration and cooperation within that region. The debate will also include 
comments on the related Commission proposal for a regulation implementing the bilateral safeguard clause 
and the bananas stabilisation mechanism (rapporteur Jörg Leichtfried, S&D) to which the AGRI Committee 
will draft an opinion (rapporteur Gabriel Mato, EPP). 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP) Exchange of views: 29/2 - 1/3 2012 
Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Cons. of a draft reports: tbc 
Procedure: 2011/0303(NLE) - INTA/7/07838 Deadline for Ams: tbc 
 Planned adoption INTA: tbc 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jorg Leichtfried (S&D) Exchange of views: 29/2 - 1/3 2012 
Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Planned cons. of a draft reports: 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0263(COD) - INTA/7/07318 Planned deadline for Ams: 16/4/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Planned consideration of Ams: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 29-30/5/2012  
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jul-12  

Related documents can be found here 
 

14. EU and China: Unbalanced Trade? 
Votes

The INTA Committee will vote on Mrs Marielle de Sarnez's (ALDE) draft report "UE-Chine: l'échange 
inégal?". DEVE, EMPL, IMCO and ITRE Committees have submitted altogether 102 suggestions and INTA 
Members have tabled 181 amendments on this topical own-initiative report dealing with trade relations 
between the European Union and China. 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Marielle De Sarnez (ALDE) Exchange of views: 11/10/2011 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Cons. of a draft report: 20/12/2011 
Procedure: 2010/2301(INI) - INTA/7/04390 Deadline for Ams: 20/1/2012, 18.00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 29/2-1/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-12 

Related documents can be found here 

15. Scheme of generalised tariff preferences 
Votes

For more information please see the point 10 of the previous meeting. 

16. Amended Constitution and Rules of Procedure of the International Rubber Study Group 

Votes
INTA will vote on a draft recommendation on the conclusion by the EU of the amended Constitution and 
Rules of Procedure of the International Rubber Study Group (IRSG). Committee rapporteur Chairman Vital 
Moreira (S&D) recommends the Parliament to consent to the revised rules of the IRSG. No amendments have 
been tabled to the draft recommendation. 

Calendar

17. Amendment of certain regulations relating to the common commercial policy as regards 
the granting of delegated powers for the adoption of certain measures 

Consideration of amendments

The committee will consider amendments to the draft report on the so-called 'Trade Omnibus II' proposal 
addressing 10 Regulations in the field of the Common commercial policy that were subject to the old 
comitology system under Council Decision 1999/468/EC and that are now proposed to be aligned to the post-
Lisbon system of delegated acts (Article 290 TFEU). Within the deadline, 44 amendments to the draft report 
were submitted. Many of the amendments aim at aligning the report with the Trade Omnibus I by inserting 
provisions on implementing acts and thus changing the scope of the Commission proposal. This would be an 
important change that requires a thorough consideration by the Committee. 

Calendar

 13

mailto:joerg.leichtfried@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20Mercedes.rodriguez@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0263(COD)&lg=en
mailto:%20Marielle.desarnez@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:%20heikki.suortti@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?type=PROC&year=2010&number=2301


18. Repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 1342/2007 on administering certain restrictions on 
imports of certain steel products from Russia 

Consideration of draft report

Following a first exchange of views in which a consensual position in favour of this regulation seemed to 
emerge, the consideration of the draft will take place on the basis of the rapporteur's draft report, which 
suggests adopting the repeal regulation terminating EU quotas on Russian steel in first reading without 
amendment. 

Calendar

19. Presentation by the Commission on the package of the new external financing 
instruments 

The Commission will give a presentation about the package new external action financial instruments, 
focusing mainly on the Partnership Instrument (PI) that INTA is responsible for, but also on the four 
instruments where INTA is the opinion-giving committee: Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA), 
European Neighbourhood Instrument (ENI), instrument for development cooperation (DCI) and Instrument for 
Stability (IfS). 

20. General provisions for macro-financial assistance to third countries 
Presentation of a study

Michael Emerson, Associate Senior Research Fellow Centre for European Policy Studies will make a short 
presentation of the study on "EU Macro-Financial Assistance: A critical assessment". 

21. European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014 - 2020) 
First exchange of views

The Committee will start its discussions on the legislative proposal for a European Globalization Adjustment 
Fund 2014-2020. The proposal of the Commission foresees, among several changes, to expand the scope of 
eligible recipients of the EGF to SMEs and farmers. The text also makes a very clear connection of support to 
employees made redundant with international trade agreements that can cause losses for some sectors and 
regions of the EU's economy. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Exchange of views: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Planned cons. of a draft opinion: 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0269(COD) - INTA/7/07506 Planned deadline for Ams: 29/3/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: EMPL Planned adoption INTA: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 
 

Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Singapore 27 February -1 March 2012 

Mercosur 12 - 16 March 2012 

Moldova 19 - 23 March 2012 

Georgia 26 - 30 March 2012 

Malaysia 17 - 20 April 2012 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
Anti-dumping statistics covering full-year 2011  
 
The below statistics covering the full year of 2011 are released ahead of the 2011 Annual Report, which will 
be submitted by the Commission to the European Parliament later this year. On 31 December 2011, there 
were 116 anti-dumping and 10 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, there are undertakings in force 
from 7 countries covering 6 products. At the end of December, 47 investigations were on-going.  
 
The general trends for 2011 are the following:  
 
Initiations  
 A total of 44 investigations were initiated, split up as follows:  
 21 new investigations, of which 4 anti-subsidy;  
 8 expiry reviews; 
 9 interim reviews, of which 1 anti-subsidy;  
 2 other reviews; 
 2 new exporter reviews; 
 0 anti-absorption investigations; 
 2 anti-circumvention investigations;  
 0 safeguard investigation were initiated; 
 
Measures  
 10 provisional measures were imposed (of which 0 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 6 countries 

and covering 7 products; 
 13 definitive measures were imposed (of which 2 anti-subsidy), involving imports from 6 countries and 

covering 10 products;   
 the Commission accepted undertakings offered by exporters in 1 case  
 of the expiry reviews, 8 reviews (of which 0 anti-subsidy) were concluded with confirmation of duty; 
 of the interim reviews, 5 reviews (of which 2 anti-subsidy) were concluded with 

confirmation/amendment of duty; 
 of the other reviews, 6 investigations were concluded confirming/amending the measures; 
 of the new exporter reviews, 0 (of which 0 anti-subsidy) were concluded with imposition/amendment of 

the duty; 
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 of the anti-absorption investigations, 0 were concluded with increase of duty;  
 of the anti-circumvention investigations, 4 were concluded with extension of duty;  
 no definitive safeguard measures were imposed  
 
Terminations  
 11 new investigations (of which 4 anti-subsidy) were terminated without the imposition of measures 
 11 other investigations were terminated without the imposition of measures,  
 22 measures (of which 3 anti-subsidy) expired automatically after their 5-year period of imposition. 

 
For more info

Full list of cases and details
 

WTO Dispute settlement - recent developments 

 
 
DS 395 – China – Measures Related to the Exportation of Various Raw Materials  
On 23 June 2009 the EC requested consultations with China regarding various export restrictions on the 
exportation of certain raw materials from China. The materials in question are various forms of bauxite, coke, 
fluorspar, magnesium, manganese, silicon carbide, silicon metal, yellow phosphorus and zinc.  The Appellate 
Body report was circulated on 30 January 2012. The Appellate Body Report confirmed all the main findings 
of the Panel. None of the modifications undertaken by the Appellate Body on the Panel's findings has changed 
the Panel's conclusion that China’s export restrictions are in violation of WTO rules and of China’s 
commitments, and cannot be justified under WTO law.  
 
 
DS 350 – US – Continued Existence and Application of Zeroing Methodology  
On 6 February 2012 the EU and the US set out the steps the US intends to take in order to ensure full 
compliance for the future in the two zeroing WTO disputes (DS 294 and DS 350). The US has published a 
Notice on the basis of its proposal of 28 December 2010, removing the zeroing methodology when calculating 
dumping margins in reviews. Furthermore, the dumping margins of EU companies that are still paying anti-
dumping duties to the US will be re-calculated without zeroing. The US will complete the reviews within 4 
months and 7 days. Until the US has conducted those reviews, the arbitration proceeding in DS 294 
concerning the EU right to retaliate will remain suspended.   
 
 
DS 426 – Canada – measures relating to the Feed-in-Tariff Program  
On 11 August 2011 the EU requested consultations with Canada concerning Canada's measures relating to 
domestic content requirements in the feed-in tariff program (the “FIT Program”). At the request of Japan a 
panel was established on the same matter on 22 July 2011 in case DS 412, in which the EU is third party. The 
Dispute Settlement Body of the WTO approved the establishment of a panel at its meeting on 20 January.   
 
 
DS 396/403 – Discriminatory taxation of spirits. Joint case with the US   
The Panel report, circulated on 15 August 2011, found that the Philippines have acted inconsistently with its 
obligations under the GATT 1994. This report was appealed; the report of the Appellate Body report was 
circulated on 21 December 2011 and upheld the Panel’s findings.  The Appellate Body and Panel reports in 
Philippines-Spirits were adopted at the DSB meeting of 20 January 2012.  
 
 
DS 376 Japan and the US – Information Technology Agreement  
On 28 May 2008, Japan and the US requested WTO consultations with the EU on the customs classification 
and resulting tariff treatment of 3 products. Although not directly related to the Panel findings, the EU, 
following the request of industry and Member States, adopted in December 2011 several guidance regulations 
on the classification of products related to those covered by the WTO dispute, notably on set-top boxes and 
multifunctional machines. Guidance on flat panel displays is under preparation.  
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DS 425 China – Definitive anti-dumping duties on x-ray security inspection equipment from 
the EU  
On 9 December the EU requested the establishment of a Panel in this case. The panel was established at the 
20 January 2012 meeting of the DSB.   
 
 
DS407 China - Provisional Anti-Dumping Duties on Fasteners from the EU  
On 28 July 2011, the Dispute Settlement Body of the World Trade Organisation ('DSB') adopted the 
Appellate Body Report and the Panel Report as modified by the Appellate Body Report in the case ‘European 
Communities — Definitive Anti-Dumping Measures on Certain Iron or Steel Fasteners from China'. 
  
On 18 August 2011 the European Union notified the DSB that it intends to implement the recommendations 
and rulings of the DSB in this dispute in a manner that respects its WTO obligations. On 19 January 2012 the 
European Union and China agreed that the reasonable period of time for implementing the DSB 
recommendations and rulings would be 14 months and two weeks from the date the DSB adopted the Reports. 
The reasonable period of time will therefore expire on 12 October 2012. 
 
The Commission has now launched a proposal to amend the Article 9(5) of the Basic Anti-Dumping 
Regulation in order to implement the DSB recommendations and rulings. 

More info 
Full list of cases

 

Meetings held during weeks 4 - 7  

 
 February 15, 2012; Meeting with members of the Trade and External Relations Committee of the 

American Chamber of Commerce to the EU (AmCham EU) 
 
 February 9, 2012; Meeting with Mr Adrian van den Hoven, Director for International Relations 

Department in BUSINESSEUROPE 
 
 January 31, 2012; Meeting with Mr Kaoru Yano, Chairman of  the Japan Electronics and Information 

Technology Industries Association (JEITA) 
 
 January 25, 2012; Working lunch with the Danish presidency and coordinators 
 
 January 24, 2012; Meeting with Dr Adem Kumcu, President of European-Turkish Business 

Confederation (UNITEE) 
 
 January 24, 2012; Meeting with the Ambassador of Israel to the EU 
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Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Delivered 
 
 External study on FTA Colombia and Peru (Draft study delivered, under finalisation) 
 External study on AA Central America (Draft study delivered, under finalisation) 
 Internal briefing note on the update of the 2010 Public procurement note (on GPA) 
 External study on Macro-financial Assistance 
 
 
Pending 
 
 Internal briefing note on Cyprus 
 Internal briefing note on Zambia 
 Internal briefing note on Kenya 
 External study on public procurement 
 External study on the Economic significance of Russia's accession to the WTO 
 Internal briefing note on Trade and economic relations with the US 
 Internal briefing note on Trade and Economic relations with Russia 
 

Previous workshops  

 
INTA/AFET workshop on internet freedom and security: the role of business 
 

On 8 February INTA co-organised together with the Foreign Affairs Committee and the Policy 
Department a workshop on "Internet Freedom and Security in EU Foreign Policy: The Role of 
Business". The meeting was co-chaired by Marietje Schaake (ALDE) and Jörg Leichtfried 
(S&D) 
 
The workshop aimed at getting answers on questions like: which responsibility do governments 
and businesses have or share concerning the export of ICT tools? what lessons should be 

learned from recent examples in which cases EU-based ICT companies have facilitated censorship and 
monitoring programs of repressive regime's? 
 
Fernando Perrreau de Pinninck, (DG Trade, European Commission) spoke about trends in international trade 
in information technology and offered the trade context, underlining the WTO rules and the Information 
Technology Agreement. Taylor Reynolds (OECD) stressed the fact that ICT is an enabling technology with 
enormous impact on the economy. Corporate responsibility is key in this innovating area. Trevor Timm, of the 
NGO Electronic Freedom Foundation, explained the importance of transparency and smart regulation, calling 
on companies to 'know their costumers'. Julie EVANS of Vodafone, speaking on her company's corporate 
social responsibility strategy, underlined the importance of a clear legal framework for business as well as a 
dialogue amongst business on how to deal with government pressure in repressive regimes. 
 
In the discussion it became clear that an adapted dual use regulation could be one of the tools for smart 
regulation in the future. The workshop was web streamed and can be watched here. 
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Upcoming workshops 

 
Workshop on the Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement  
 
The workshop will provide a public forum to discuss various aspects of the Anti-Counterfeiting 
Trade Agreement such as civil liberties, impact on access to medicines or on employment. A 
comprehensive assessment of the agreement and the EU intellectual property rights protection and 
enforcement trade policies will be given. The workshop will take place on 1 March 2012.  

See the programme
 
 Workshop on Trade and Investment for Development - 29 March 2012  
 Workshop on the Future of the WTO - 8 May 2012 
 Workshop on the Transatlantic relations - 30 May 2012 
 

Library briefings 

 
Trade aspects of the Eastern Partnership: European Neighbourhood Policy review/ Library Briefings 
Cornelia Vutz, 27 January 2012, 7 p.  
"For the European Neighbourhood Policy and its eastern regional dimension, the Eastern Partnership (EaP), 
trade is considered an end in itself, but also a means to improve relations and create incentives for reform" 
 
EU-Morocco Agreement on agricultural and fishery products/ Library Briefing by Guillaume Ragonnaud, 10 
February 2012, 1 p.  

"A new agreement further liberalising trade in agricultural and fishery products between the EU and Morocco 
requires Parliament's consent before it can be ratified." 
 

E-books  

 
Library e-books via Dawsonera platform. 

Borrow an e-book, to read online or download to a pc or usb stick, for 7 days and make 
personal notes only visible to you. Select a title from International Trade related e-books 
or browse the full E-book collection. More information here.  

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 

The impact of China and India on sub-Saharan Africa opportunities, challenges and policies/ 
Olivier Morrissey, Evious Zgovu, London: Commonwealth Secretariat, 2011, x-76 p. This is an e-book  

"China and India’s demand for oil and other raw materials has led to significant trading 
partnerships with Africa. China in particular is becoming a major player on the continent, not 
only in exports but also in terms of investment and aid flows. Through detailed country-level 
analysis, this study offers unique contributions to the understanding of the relationship between 

China, India and Africa."  

 
The European Union and multilateral trade governance: the politics of the Doha Round/ Arlo 
Poletti, Abingdon, Oxon : Routledge, 2012, xvii, 182 p.  

"The book provides a comprehensive overview of the EU’s role in the Doha Round of 
multilateral trade negotiations. The empirical study is grounded in a theoretically driven 
discussion, in order to understand trade politics dynamics in the present international economic 
system." 
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The Emergence of Southern Multinationals: Their Impact on Europe/ Edited by Louis Brennan, 
Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, 387 p.  
"This book is focused not only on seeking to understand the drivers, motives and strategies of 
such multinationals but uniquely seeks to understand their impact on the host region of Europe. 
The book quantifies the extent of the phenomenon as far as Europe is concerned and describes 
its characteristics. Using a variety of disciplinary and national perspectives the book offers 
insights on the initial impacts of this phenomenon on Europe. It provides the most up to date 
state of the art research on a topic that is likely to be of ever greater significance into the future" 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade  
Contact - Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
 

Press releases 

 
ACTA before the European Parliament 
Background - 17-02-2012  
 
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) will be discussed in public in the European Parliament 
Committee for International Trade for the first time on 29 February. It is this committee which will make a 
formal recommendation to the full house on whether or not to approve ACTA. Parliament cannot amend the 
agreement, but only approve or reject it. If it does not give its consent, then the agreement falls as far as the 
EU is concerned.  
 
Green light for EU-Morocco trade deal 
Press release - 16-02-2012    
 
Parliament has given its consent to liberalise EU-Morocco trade in agricultural and fisheries products, while 
adopting a resolution highlighting a number of concerns. The votes on Thursday follow approval on Tuesday 
to allow Morocco to participate in certain EU programmes.   
 
Trade MEPs back proposed EU concession to end hormone beef trade war  
Press release - 27-01-2012  
 
A proposed EU concession to help put an end to the 20-year hormone beef trade war with the USA and 
Canada was unanimously endorsed by the International Trade Committee on Thursday. The proposal, which 
would raise the EU import quota for beef from animals not treated with hormones, will be put to a vote by 
Parliament as a whole on 13 March. 
 
Trade MEPs call for action against child labour in cocoa production 
Press release - 26-01-2012  
 
As the world's biggest consumer of chocolate, the EU must take responsibility for the sustainability of the 
cocoa sector, said Parliament's International Trade Committee on Thursday. MEPs recommended that 
Parliament give its consent to a new International Cocoa Agreement, but also adopted a resolution calling for 
action against the use of child labour in the sector.   
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Trade MEPs back farm and fisheries deal with Morocco 
Press release - 26-01-2012  
 
The proposed EU-Morocco trade liberalisation agreement for farm and fishery products was approved by the 
International Trade Committee on Thursday. If approved by Parliament as a whole, the deal will immediately 
liberalise trade in 45% of EU exports (by value) to Morocco and in 55% of EU imports from Morocco.  
 

Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
21-23 February  WTO: Trade Policy Review Body, Turkey  
7-9 March  WTO: Trade Policy Review Body, Trinidad and Tobago  
13-15 March  WTO: Trade Policy Review Body, Nepal  
20-22 March WTO: Trade Policy Review Body, The Philippines  
27-29 March WTO: Trade Policy Review Body, United Arab Emirates  

Events calendar 2012 

Summits and Events 
 
14-15 February  15th EU-China Summit, Beijing 
10 February  EU-India Summit (New Delhi) 
26 February Senegal: Presidential elections 
23-24 February 11th OSCE PA winter session (Vienna) 
1-2 March  European Council 
4 March Russia - Presidential elections 
23-24 March (tbc) UfM PA, Bureau/ Enlarged Bureau (Morocco) + 8th UfM 

Plenary Session (Rabat, Morocco) 
26-27 March  Nuclear Security Summit (Seoul, South Korea) 
29 March  Iran - Parliamentary elections 

  
More info 

 

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade Europe 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Danish Presidency 
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20120123IPR35962+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/events_e/events_e.htm#january
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/xppc/2012_Rolling_calendar.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/membersCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://www.expo.ep.parl.union.eu/expo/cms/pid/10;%20jsessionid=1FED70050435C2F6B7217DE671ABDEBD
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=INTA
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/
http://www.european-council.europa.eu/the-institution.aspx?lang=en
http://consilium.europa.eu/showPage.aspx?lang=en
http://eu2012.dk/en
http://www.wto.org/
http://ec.europa.eu/trade/documents-and-publications/
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Calendar of committee's meetings for 2012 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade will take place on Monday March 26, 
2012, from 15.00-18.30 and on Tuesday March 27, 2012, from 9.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30 in Brussels. 
The annual calendar can be found here.  
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/comparl/inta/calendar_2012.pdf
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