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Welcome to ENVI News - the
updated newsletter of the 
Committee on the
Environment, Public Health 
and Food Safety. 

The next committee 
meeting taking place in 
Brussels on Wednesday 29th 

February and Thursday 1st March will bring about two 
important votes: the first related to food for infants and 
young children and the second linked to the review of 
the 6th Environment Action Programme and the setting 
of  priorities for its successor.

The Members will also discuss four items related to 
fisheries policy. Apart from the reform of the Common 
Fisheries Policy, the Committee will express its views on 
Baltic salmon stock, Common organisation of the market 
in fisheries and aquaculture products and the removal of 
fins of sharks on board vessels.

Further items on the agenda feature geographical
indications of aromatised wine products, the upcoming 
6th World Water Forum in Marseille, preparations for the 
RIO+20 summit and the effects of the ACTA agreement 
on sustainable farming.  

Matthias Groote

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING

Food intended for infants and young children and food for 
special medical purposes
Vote on draft report

The proposal for a regulation revises the legislation on 
foodstuffs intended for particular nutritional uses 
covered by the so-called "Framework Directive on 
dietetic foods". The draft report would abolish the 
concept of dietetic foods and provide for a new 
framework establishing general provisions only for a 
limited number of categories of food that are considered 
as essential for certain vulnerable groups of the 
population, i.e. for infants, young children or patients 
under medical supervision. Further to these objectives, 
the proposal aims at creating a single legal measure that 
regulates lists of substances such as vitamins, minerals 
and other 
substances that
may be added to 
the categories of 
food covered. 

There is no 
consensus as to 
whether to 
abolish or keep the concept of specialised nutrition. 
Several amendments propose to extend the scope to 
other food categories, such as food for people intolerant 
to gluten, food for very low calorie diets, or for energy-
restricted diets/weight reduction, food intended to meet 
the expenditure of intense muscular effort or milk-base 
drinks for young children. Other subjects concern 
statements concerning gluten or lactose, the 
precautionary principle, pesticides, innovation and the 
access of SMEs to the markets of special foods.

Rapporteur: Ries (ALDE) Procedure file
Shadows: de Lange (EPP), Sârbu (S&D), Schlyter (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR),  Liotard (GUE/NGL)
AMs: 282 (1st part, 2nd part) 

Subscription
If  you wish to receive the ENVI newsletter, please send an email with your contact details and the subject "newsletter" to: 
envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu

Watch online
Watch the Committee meeting live on the  EP web site or on Europarl TV. 
Past meetings are available via the EP Live multimedia library and you can also download the extracts of speakers.
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Review of the 6th Environment Action Programme and 
the setting of priorities for the 7th Environment Action 
Programme
Vote on draft report

The current 6th Environment Action Programme (6EAP) 
will expire in July 2012. Its final assessment, published on 
31 August 2011, concluded that on balance, the 6th EAP 
has provided an overarching framework for environment 
policy for a decade, during which environmental 
legislation has been consolidated and substantially 
completed. 

The Rapporteur in his draft report calls on the 
Commission to present as soon as possible its proposal 
for a 7th EAP, with a clear ambitious vision for 2050, in 
order to give a long-term perspective for all stakeholders. 
The suggested priority areas include implementation and 
strengthening of environmental legislation, integration 
of environmental objectives into all sectoral policies and 
international dimension of environment protection.

Rapporteur:  Leinen (S&D) Procedure file
Shadows:  Franco (EPP), Gerbrandy (ALDE), Auken, Eickhout
(Greens/EFA),  Ouzký (ECR) de Brún (GUE/NGL)
AMs: 175     
Opinions: REGI, ITRE

6th World Water Forum in Marseille, 12-17 March 2012
Vote on a motion for a resolution 

The World Water Forum, which meets every three years, 
provides a unique platform where the water community 
and policy and decision makers from all regions of the 
world can come together, debate and attempt to find 
solutions to achieve water security. 

The draft motion for a 
resolution on 6th World 
Water Forum, 
accompanying a question 
for oral answer to the 
Commission adopted by 
ENVI on 25 January 2012, 
addresses several aspects 
of water policy, 
concentrating in particular 
on the international 
dimension, including the 
human right to water as a 

basis to ensure everyone's well being, the contribution of 
water investments to economic development, several 
environmental issues and targets, and the conditions 
regarding governance and financing that are needed for 
a successful water management policy.

Co-rapporteur(s): Seeber and Auconie (EPP), Sârbu (S&D), 
Gerbrandy (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Wils
(GUE/NGL)
AMs: 22

Geographical indications of aromatised wine products
Consideration of draft report

The proposal for a regulation lays down rules on the 
definition, description, presentation and labelling of 
aromatised wine products as well as on the protection of 
geographical indications of aromatised wine products. 
The main objectives are to enhance applicability, 
readability 
and clarity of 
the EU 
legislation on 
aromatised 
wine products 
and to 
introduce a 
w e l l  defined 
quality policy 
for them.

Based on the draft report, certain sales denominations 
would be updated and definitions used adapted to the 
technical evolution. Existing rules on geographical 
indications would be put in line with the Trade-Related 
aspects of Intellectual Property Rights agreement (TRIPs 
agreement) under the WTO framework. 

Rapporteur: Bartolozzi (EPP) Precedure file
Shadows: Pirillo (S&D), Buşoi (ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Hassi
(Greens/EFA),  Liotard (GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD)  
Deadline for tabling amendments: 08/03/2012, 12.00

A resource-efficient Europe
Consideration of draft report

After the workshop on resource efficiency held on 31 
January, the rapporteur now presents his draft report in 
which he focuses on transforming the economy by Green 
public Procurement, correct implementation of the EU 
legislation and conservation of our Ecosystem Services 
and biodiversity. The text also advocates fewer intakes of 
animal proteins and insists on sustainable production. 

Rapporteur:  Gerbrandy  (ALDE) Procedure file
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Merkies (S&D), Eickhout, Hassi
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), de Brún (GUE/NGL)
Opinions: ITRE, PECH, REGI
Deadline for tabling amendments: 05/03/2012, 12.00

Multiannual plan for the Baltic salmon stock and the 
fisheries exploiting that stock
Consideration of draft opinion

The Commission’s proposal suggests significant 
improvements to the management of salmon fisheries in 
the Baltic that many consider to be long overdue. 
Nonetheless, the Rapporteur believes the plan needs to 
be strengthened in a number of points, especially 
concerning recreational fisheries which are to be better 
monitored and accounted for in the total quotas.
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 The draft opinion also proposes to strengthen controls, 
in particular by expanding reporting requirements, 
imposing a minimum landing size of 65cm for both 
salmon and sea trout and to improve the management of 
salmon fisheries.

The Rapporteur further proposes to phase out fishing in 
offshore areas. Since this would affect the fisheries of 
some Member States more than others, a reduction over 
eight years is proposed, with, at the end of that period, 
fishing only allowed inside the baselines.

Rapporteur : Schlyter  (Greens/EFA) Procedure file
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Paleckis (S&D), Manner (ALDE),
Cymanski (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL)
Deadline for tabling amendments: 27/03/2012, 12.00

Trans-European telecommunications networks
Consideration of draft opinion

The proposed Regulation establishes guidelines covering 
the objectives and priorities envisaged for broadband 
networks and digital service infrastructures in the 
context of the Connecting Europe Facility. The guidelines 
identify projects of common interest intended to 
improve the competitiveness of the European economy, 
promote the 
interconnection 
and 
interoperability 
of national 
networks, 
support the 
development of a 
Digital Single 
Market, and also 
contribute to 
greenhouse gas 
emission 
reductions and 
environmental protection. Projects in the field of digital 
service infrastructures include interoperable cross-border 
eHealth services. 

In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur supports the 
Commission's proposal and introduces amendments 
aimed at improving the efficiency of eGovernment 
projects, such as the adoption of common standards to 
represent medical data and the identification of a 
minimum set of basic data for patients. The Rapporteur 
also proposes to remove the power conferred on the 
Commission to adopt delegated acts.

Rapporteur : Rossi (EFD)  Procedure file
Shadows: Antonescu (EPP), Prodi (S&D), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Yannakoudakis (ECR), Maštalka (GUE/NGL)
Deadline for tabling amendments: 09/03/2012, 12.00

Common Fisheries Policy
Consideration of draft opinion

The Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) needs a fundamental 
reform. This proposal is the core part of the "package" of 
the fisheries reform published by the Commission in July 
2011. The overall objective is to ensure fishing and 
aquaculture activities that provide long-term sustainable 
environmental conditions and contribute to the 
availability of food supplies. The policy shall be aimed at 
exploitation of living marine biological resources that 
restores and maintains fish resources at levels which can 
produce the maximum sustainable yield, not later than 
2015. The CFP shall implement the precautionary and eco-
system approaches to fisheries management. 

Rapporteur: Davies (ALDE) Procedure file
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), McAvan (S&D), Eickhout(Greens/EFA)
Girling (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL)
Deadline for tabling amendments: 09/03/2012, 12.00

Common organisation of the markets in fishery and 
aquaculture products
Consideration of draft opinion

As part of the "package" of the fisheries reform, the 
Commission proposed in July 2011 a Regulation on 
Common Market Organisation for fisheries and 
aquaculture products. The proposal focuses on 
upgrading market incentives to support sustainable 
production practises, improving the market position of 
EU production, improving the connection between EU 
production and EU structural market changes, enhancing 
the market potential of EU products, reduction of 
administrative burdens and simplification of the legal 
framework. 

In his draft opinion the rapporteur therefore suggests to 
lay greater emphasis on the role of small-scale inshore 
fishing and non-industrial fishing as well as to possibly 
provide financial compensation for producers to meet 
the costs of handling, storing and landing of unwanted 
catches. The draft opinion suggests also the measures 
aimed at defending consumer interests by clarifying 
concepts so as to provide clearer, more complete and 
more objective information.

Rapporteur: Ferreira (GUE/NGL) Procedure file
Shadows:  Fjellner (EPP), Pirillo (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout
(Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR) 
Deadline for tabling amendments: 09/03/2012, 12.00

Removal of fins of sharks on board vessels
Consideration of draft opinion

EU legislation prohibits the practice of "finning", 
whereby the fins are removed from sharks, with the 
remainder of the 
shark being 
discarded at sea. 
The EU has 
made several 
international 
commitments to 
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protect sharks, and in order to ensure proper 
management and conservation of shark stocks, it is now 
proposed to amend the legislation to abolish all 
remaining derogations.
The proposal is of ENVI concern mainly regarding 
protection of biodiversity of the marine environment, 
given that sharks are particularly vulnerable to intensive 
fishing. In his draft opinion, the Rapporteur strongly 
supports the Commission's proposal to ban shark finning 
completely, pointing out that the EU is second in the 
world for shark captures, and proposes a strengthening 
of inspections, also in view of improving the collection of 
data on shark species.

Rapporteur: Zanoni (ALDE) Procedure file
Shadows: Pietikäinen (EPP), Sârbu (S&D), Bélier (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 
Deadline for tabling amendments: 07/03/2012, 12.00

State of play with regards to negotiations and 
preparations leading up to the Rio+20 Summit
Exchange of views 

The Committee 
will discuss 
with Council 
and 
Commission representatives the state of play of 
negotiations and preparations leading up to the Rio+20 
Summit.

The EU and its Member States have submitted their 
contribution for the Rio+20 Earth Summit on November 
1st 2011. Recently, on 10 January 2012 the UNCSD 
published the Rio+20 zero draft document. Although it 
has taken into account several of the suggestions 
mentioned in the contribution of the EU and its Member 
States, many elements have been left out. 

In particular the following issues should be addressed:
- How will the Commission and Council ensure that a 
green economy roadmap will contain concrete, 
measurable goals and an ambitious time line to foster 
sustainable development and poverty eradication?
- Existing governance structures do not correspond with 
the challenges the world is currently facing. How will the 
Commission and Council ensure that the United Nations 
will adapt its governance structure to ensure an effective 
response?

The effects of the anti-counterfeiting trade agreement on 
sustainable farming and the conservation of biodiversity
Exchange of views 

The procedure relating to the approval of the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) is currently 
underway in the EP, with the lead Committee being the 
Committee on the International Trade (INTA). 

 The treatment of seed patents in the context of the 
ACTA agreement is of particular relevance as patents 

determine land use, the preservation of  biodiversity and 
the security of food supplies. 

The oral question by Sandrine Bélier (Greens/EFA)  
centres on whether such patents are to be excluded from 
ACTA, with clarification sought particularly on the 
wording of section two of the Agreement concerning 
"Civil Enforcement". The Commission is also asked for its 
view on the potential impacts on sustainable agriculture 
and the protection of biodiversity in the event of the 
potential inclusion of seed patents in ACTA.

Inclusion of aviation into the ETS: current state of play
Exchange of views 

The Commission has been invited to exchange views with 
ENVI members on the current state of play of inclusion of 
aviation into the ETS. The implementation taking effect 
as from the 1st January 2012 has been increasingly but 
unsuccessfully challenged by mainly American but also 
Chinese and 
Indian airlines 
even at the 
European 
Court of 
Justice in 
Luxembourg. 
The American 
Congress at 
some stages 
wanted to vote a law prohibiting American aviation 
companies to pay for their emission allowances and the 
Chinese Parliament did so.
The official American position is now to work via the 
International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO) and to 
find a world wide agreement. But many attempts in the 
past to go this way have gone wrong. The Commission 
has said that if such an agreement is reached, it would 
propose to abolish the European legislation on aviation -
ETS.

Implementation of the Waste Framework Directive
Exchange of views 

The representative of the Commission will give a
presentation to ENVI members concerning the 
implementation of the Waste Framework Directive. 

Implementation of European environmental legislation
Exchange of views 

ENVI traditionally holds implementation sessions to 
address topical implementation problems in the field of 
the environment. They are an occasion to raise special 
issues with the Commission concerning the application of 
EU legislation in one or more Member States or to point 
out problems with the implementation of specific 
directives or regulations in specific fields of 
environmental legislation across the EU.
The questions introduced by Members related to 
compliance promotion, governance, chemicals, biocides, 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96738/Sandrine_B%25C3%2589LIER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/cm/891/891974/891974en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96738/Sandrine_BÉLIER.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/legislation/a.htm
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/dt/893/893469/893469en.pdf
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nanomaterials or REACH will be answered by the 
Commission representatives.

Progress towards achieving the Kyoto objectives
Presentation by the Commission 

The representative of the Commission has been invited 
for an exchange of views on the progress towards 
achieving the Kyoto objectives.

The Commission’s report recalls that under the Kyoto 
Protocol, the EU-15 has agreed to reduce its greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emissions by 8% by 2008–12 compared to base 
year levels. In 2009 total GHG emissions in the EU-15 were 
12.7% below base year emissions. Projections of total GHG 
emissions moreover indicate that the EU-15 is well on 
track to reach its Kyoto target. In most of the 12 Member 
States which entered the Union as from 2004, emissions 
are projected to slightly increase between 2009 and 2012. 
The EU has adopted its own target to reduce GHG 
emissions by 20% by 2020 compared to 1990. In the field 
of climate mitigation the existing and planned measures 
are not yet sufficient to reach the 2020 target. Therefore, 
many Member States need to make additional efforts to 
meet their obligations under the Effort Sharing Decision. 

Clinical trials in low income countries
Presentation and exchange of views 

Clinical trials for medicines that are used in the EU 
increasingly take place in low income countries. Study 
reports show that the rights and safety of test subjects in 
these countries are often insufficiently protected and 
ethical guidelines are violated. In November 2011 the 

British newspaper The 
Independent published in 
three articles an 
investigation revealing 
that vulnerable 
populations in India 
participated in certain 
drug trials without their 
informed consent casting 
a doubt on both the 
scientific and ethical 
value of these tests. 

EU legislation states that 
medicines can only be taken into consideration for 
marketing authorization if they have been tested 
according to ethical guidelines. In practice, compliance 
with ethical guidelines is hardly checked before granting 
a drug market authorization. The exchange of views with 
the representative of the European Medical Agency and 
the Commission seeks to address possible flaws in the 

regulatory framework looking at what steps could be 
taken to overcome these flaws.

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE

 Report on the Amendment of Directive 
1999/32/EC as regards the sulphur content of 
marine fuels Procedure file

 'Comitology' Objection pursuant to rule 88(2) 
and (4): List of nutrition claims

 Report on “A roadmap for moving to a 
competitive low carbon economy in 2050”
Procedure file

 Opinion on amending Council Directive 
2003/96/ec restructuring the community 
framework for the taxation of energy products 
and electricity Procedure file

 Oral Question to the Commission on the Green 
belt initiative

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

Workshop on Europe's Water Challenges 

08/03/ 2012, 9.30, room Altiero Spinelli 5G3

Registration and badges:

Iveta.ozolina@europarl.europa.eu

Joint meeting with the SINEEA delegation on a European 
Refund Scheme on Drinks Containers

20/03/2012, 10.00, room Altiero Spinelli 3G2

Registration and badges:

D-EEA@europarl.europa.eu

http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0190(COD)&lg=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documentss/envi/re/888/888901/888901en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/2095(INI)&lg=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0092(CNS)&lg=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/qo/889/889843/889843en.pdf
mailto:Iveta.ozolina@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:D-EEA@europarl.europa.eu
http://unfccc.int/
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT AGENCY (EEA)

Air pollutant emission limits exceeded in 
twelve EU Member States 

Twelve Member States exceeded one or 
more of the emission limits set by the EU 

National Emission Ceilings Directive, according to recent 
official data for 2010 reported to the EEA. In some 
instances the limits were exceeded by significant 
amounts. More

EUROPEAN CHEMICALS AGENCY (ECHA)

ECHA launches the 
Classification and Labelling 
Inventory of chemicals on the 
EU market
Over three million submission records covering more 
than 90,000 chemical substances are now freely 
accessible from the ECHA website. The publication of the 
Inventory is a key milestone set out in the EU legislation 
and represents a significant step forward towards 
transparency on the physical, health or environmental 
hazards of chemical substances. More

EUROPEAN MEDICINES AGENCY (EMA)

European Medicines Agency focuses on new legislation 
in 2012 work programme

This year, the European 
Medicines Agency's 
activities will 
concentrate on the 

implementation of the pharmacovigilance legislation and 
preparations for the new legislation on falsified 
medicines, according to the work programme 2012, 
published last week.  More

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING

20-22 March 2012
Brussels, meeting room József Antall 2Q2
ENVI meetings calendar

EUROPEAN CENTRE OF DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL (ECDC)

Legionnaires' disease, influenza and 
measles in the spotlight

An outbreak of Legionnaires' disease 
associated with a hotel in Spain was identified on 13 
January 2012. Influenza activity continued to increase in 
week 6, though with significant variation across Europe 
and no clear geographic progression. Four EU Member 
States reported measles outbreaks during the past week: 
the UK, Romania, Spain and Sweden. More

European monthly measles monitoring report

The latest European Monthly Measles Monitoring 
(EMMO) provides analyses of last year's measles 
surveillance data. In 2011, 30,567 cases of measles were 
reported by 29 European countries, roughly same 
number of cases last year but a four-fold increase 
compared to 2009 (7 175). Only two countries in Europe 
remained measles-free in 2011, Iceland and Cyprus. More

Influenza surveillance overview

Last week medium influenza activity was reported by 13 
countries and increasing trends by 17 countries. Influenza 
activity continued to increase though with significant 
variation in timing across Europe and no clear geographic 
progression this season. The dominant virus remains 
A(H3). More

EUROPEAN FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY (EFSA)

EFSA sets population reference intakes for protein 

EFSA has published population reference intakes (PRIs) 
for protein, completing the latest 
stage of its work on dietary 
reference values. A PRI indicates 
the amount of an individual 
nutrient that the majority of people in a population need 
for good health depending on their age and sex. More

Do you need further information?
Contact the ENVI Secretariat: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or 
visit the website of the ENVI Committee. 
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