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SUGGESTIONS

The Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection calls on the Committee on 
Budgetary Control, as the committee responsible, to incorporate the following suggestions in 
its motion for a resolution:

1. Notes with satisfaction the increase in the execution rate for payment credits in Title 12; 
points out, however, the low execution rate for budget line 17 02 04, which has had a 
negative impact on the average execution rate in the area of consumer policy; stresses the 
need for the Commission to rely on more efficient forecasting mechanisms for payment 
needs in order to improve the budget execution; welcomes the progress that the 
Commission has made in 2011 in this respect;

2. Stresses the need to promote consumer financial education in order to empower 
consumers in respect of financial services; therefore, despite the previously highlighted 
execution deficiencies and taking into account recent positive developments in this 
respect, reiterates its support for the Pilot project on Transparency and stability in the 
financial markets established in 2010; encourages the Commission to take steps towards 
identifying the best ways to spend the allocated means;

3. Welcomes the Commission's initiative to organise workshops in the Member States to 
address the problems that national administrations encounter in the implementation and 
enforcement of internal market legislation; believes that it will have a positive effect on 
the implementation record;

4. Reiterates its call on the Commission to analyse the effectiveness of the current financing 
programmes for SMEs and to explore the development of new joint financial instruments;

5. Welcomes the importance that the Commission attaches to the promotion of SOLVIT and 
EU Pilot as alternative problem-solving mechanisms, and calls on the Commission to 
strengthen its efforts in this respect; emphasises that SOLVIT has proved effective in
resolving problems affecting citizens such as the recognition of professional qualifications 
and employment rights; recalls its support for a separate budget line and appropriate 
financial means for SOLVIT, Your Europe Portal and all other tools used to ensure that 
the internal market works on the ground; welcomes the revamped Your Europe Portal as a 
single-entry website giving access to information about rights in different sectors as well 
as to assistance services; takes the view that the provision of public information on the 
Your Europe Portal should be stepped up and that it should be more widely promoted 
among Union citizens and businesses;

6. Welcomes the continued financial support for the network of European Consumer Centres 
(ECC-Net), as well as the study commissioned to assess its efficiency; calls on the 
Commission to draw on the conclusions of that study and to take action in order both to 
improve the quality of the services offered and to ensure stable financing for the ECC-
Net; stresses the importance of increasing consumer awareness about services offered by 
the ECC-Net; warmly welcomes the Commission's actions in this respect, such as media 
campaigns and search engine optimisation measures;

7. Calls on the Commission to strengthen its efforts to ensure that the Member States' 
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account statements for the purposes of traditional own resources are accurate, and to 
enhance national customs supervision to avoid errors in amounts of traditional own 
resources collected, in line with the Court of Auditors' recommendation (point 2.21); 
encourages the Commission, therefore, to make further efforts to simplify the legal 
framework, notably in order to resolve remaining problems in some control systems;

8. Underlines the complexity of rules as a major source of errors in the 'Research and Other 
Policies' chapter; asks the Commission to explore different options to improve the balance 
between simplification and control in order to reduce the administrative burden for SMEs; 
highlights the complexity of public procurement rules and recommends, therefore, their 
simplification in order to reduce the overall incidence of errors;

9. Is concerned about the partial effectiveness of the Commission's supervisory and control 
systems; points out that some errors found by the Court of Auditors were not detected by 
the Commission and, therefore, underlines that efforts need to be made towards improving 
current control systems;

10. Acknowledges the efforts made by the Commission in the implementation of the 
Modernised Customs Code; notes the delays in the process and urges the Commission to 
set a more realistic deadline;

11. Repeats its demand to the Commission that it should forward to Parliament and to the 
Council, each year, a more detailed description of expenditure against each budget line 
compared with the remarks made in respect of the line;

12. Despite the Court of Auditors' justified criticism1, considers the SME Guarantee Facility 
to be a key financial instrument for further boosting the potential of craft enterprises and 
retail shops; encourages the Commission to maximise the SME Guarantee Facility's added 
value and further promote Union innovation and entrepreneurship on a world scale;

13. Notes the Court of Auditors' special report No 13/2011 on whether the control of customs 
procedure 42 prevents and detects value added tax (VAT) evasion; to prevent significant 
losses to national budgets resulted from VAT evasion, calls on the Commission to further 
modify the Union regulatory framework; moreover, to ensure the uniform management of 
VAT exemption by customs authorities, calls on Members States to improve collaboration 
and exchange information more efficiently;

14. Recalls the accountability of Member States under Article 317 of the Treaty on the 
Functioning of the European Union and their duty to reinforce control systems in respect 
of, firstly, management verifications before certifying expenditure to the Commission and, 
secondly, of its guidance on annual summaries, which are a valuable source of assurance;

15. With reference to "A budget for Europe 2020", calls on the Commission to continue 
working with Parliament and the Council and to ensure that future programming activities 
in the Union respect the principles of simplification, sound financial management and 
accountability; calls on Member States and the Commission to focus on objectives that are 
SMART-specific, measurable, achievable, relevant and scheduled to coincide with the 
planning of Union spending programmes, and, at the same time, to take account of the 

                                               
1 Court of Auditors' special report No 4/2011 on "The audit of the SME Guarantee Facility".
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eventual risks of implementation.
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