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Regional funds should build cohesion among regions before cutting CO2,  
MEPs tell Hedegaard

Regional development projects can contribute to fighting climate change, 
but EU regional spending must focus on cohesion among EU regions first, 
Regional Development Committee MEPs told Climate Action Commissioner 
Connie Hedegaard in a debate on Tuesday. Rigid earmarking of funding for 
climate measures in the post-2013 architecture of the structural funds would 
be counterproductive, MEPs believe.

Commissioner Hedegaard advocated "clever spending" at EU level with a focus on 
"European added value." She called for climate-related investments to represent at least 
20% of future EU budget since they bring both short-term growth and employment but 
also save taxpayers' money and boost EU competitiveness on the long run. 

Cohesion policy is "an ideal tool" to both boost regional growth and competitiveness but 
also contribute to EU2020 objectives, she said.

Climate change policy is not cohesion policy

"There are differences between climate change policy and cohesion policy(…), the actual 
aim of which is regional cohesion," underlined Constanze Krehl (S&D, DE). "Regions need 
more flexibility" to allow EU structural support best meet their needs, she said, 
commenting on Ms Hedegaard's assertion that the Commission's proposals do not create 
"unnecessary rigidity". According to Ms Hedegaard, earmarked investments in energy 
efficiency and renewable sources of energy projects represent a mere "floor, because 
they are much lower than what is actually needed."

Support for infrastructure and sustainable transport

Jan Olbrycht (EPP, PL) wondered why European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
"shall not provide support for basic infrastructure" in more developed regions. He 
underlined that the three thematic priorities set out in the Commission's proposal and 
supposed to represent 80% of the ERDF spending in the rich regions do not include the 
climate change adaptation.

"We can make sure that several policies are used to achieve EU2020 goals," Elisabeth 
Schroedter (Greens/EFA, DE) said and called for support for sustainable transport to be 
included in ERDF. 

Creating jobs in the EU

Asked if she is not afraid of jobs being lost to companies relocating outside of the EU 



because of more stringent EU legislation on climate, Commissioner Hedegaard argued: 
"by retrofitting buildings or pipes, we create jobs that cannot be outsourced or go away to 
China." She underlined a big potential of structural support for the construction sector both 
in boosting employment and saving money in the longer term.

She conceded however that the essential part of the climate-change related investments 
must be brought by the private sector.
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