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Secret renditions: EU Member States urged to co-operate with 
inquiries

EU Member States and third countries have so far done too little to investigate secret 
rendition practices, and state secrecy has been used as a pretext to hamper their 
investigation by others, said MEPs and United Nations guest speakers at a Human Rights 
Sub-Committee hearing on Thursday morning. The hearing was part of the follow-up to a 
European Parliament inquiry into reports of illegal CIA activities on EU territory.

UN awaiting replies from six Member States on secret renditions

Experts who had worked on the United Nations joint study on global practices in relation to secret 
detention in the context of countering terrorism had approached 59 states asking for information 
on measures taken to investigate allegations contained in the joint study, UN special rapporteur 
on torture Juan Mendez said in a video message.

"As of 4 April, we regrettably have received only nine replies, three of which originate from a 
European Union Member State", he said, urging the six remaining EU countries that had yet to 
reply to do so. 

"We have noted Member States have great difficulty in carrying out independent inquiries", said 
Hélène Flautre (Greens/EFA, FR), adding that "even those that are done have only limited 
transparency".

"It is not totally about the answers", said Ana Gomes (S&D, PT). "One can provide brilliant 
answers, but they totally avoid the truth." 

No sign of NATO

Human Rights Sub-committee chair Barabra Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, DE) regretted that no 
NATO representatives had accepted an invitation to the hearing. "NATO soldiers can be involved 
in human rights violations such as illegal renditions and detentions. (...) They may also face the 
problem of which commands to obey. I strongly encourage NATO to change its position in this 
issue", she said. 

Worries about intelligence service powers

Guest speakers raised concerns about the growing powers of intelligence services. "Recent years 
have shown that increased information sharing between these services has led to the risk of also 
sharing information obtained by, for example, by using torture", warned Ben Emmerson, UN 
special rapporter on the promoting and protection of human rights. 

"Several countries have hampered the investigation of secret renditions and detentions by 
referring to state secrecy, but state secrecy should never be used to hide human rights violations" 
said Mr Mendez.

"We need to be very alert to the mutation of secret services into a police force", warned Sarah 
Ludford (ALDE, UK). 

Human rights as a safeguard against terrorism

The role of human rights standards in preventing terrorism was stressed both by guest speakers 
and by MEPs.

"When we take away the rights of one hated group, let's say terrorists, it doesn't take long before 
these rights are taken away from other people as well", said Clive Stafford Smith, Director of the 
Reprieve organization.



Ms Ludford also argued that human rights agreements and standards make the world safer. "We 
often hear it said that we have to give up some rights for the sake of national security. This a 
falsehood which I am against", she said.

Background

In 2005, prompted by press reports of CIA activities on European soil, the European Parliament 
set up a temporary committee of inquiry. Its report, drafted by Claudio Fava, deplored the 
passivity of certain Member States in the face of the CIA's illegal operations on their territory and 
called for an independent inquiry. MEPs pledged to follow up.
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