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NOTES FROM THE CHAIR

As the current Multiannual 
Financial Framework is coming 
to the end, and the new one 
running from 2014 is in the 
making, multiannual 
programmes providing EU 
funding on various policy issues 
are being set up and fine-tuned 
now. These multiannual 
programmes are established in 
the frame of the ordinary 
legislative procedure where the 

European Parliament and the Council are acting on equal 
footing as co-legislators. ENVI Committee is involved in 
the preparation of several such programmes either as the 
lead committee or as an opinion-giving committee. 
Discussions and deliberations on these programmes 
dominate the agenda of our next meeting of 7-8 May.

What priorities to set for the environment and climate 
actions (LIFE Programme)? What should be the main 
objectives in the field of health policy? How to make the 
direct payment scheme under the Common Agricultural 
Policy greener? How to ensure that environmental 
concerns are featured high in the rural development and 
cohesion funds? How to place the fisheries sector on a 
more sustainable footing? These, amongst other issues, 
will be discussed at our next committee meeting.

Matthias Groote

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING

Pharmacovigilance
Vote on draft report (on the Regulation and on the Directive)
A drug treating overweight diabetics, Mediator, 
manufactured by Servier laboratoires, could have caused 
the deaths of 500 to 2000 people before it was finally 
taken off the market in late 2009. That case prompted
the European Commission to carry out a so-called stress 
test to learn whether the powers and procedures of the 
European Medicines Agency are strong enough to avoid 
that such a case could happen again. The test results 
showed that the recently adopted amended directive on 
Pharmacovigilance had a number of weaknesses in that 
respect and therefore the Commission has put a fresh 
proposal on the table to urgently address those legal 
loopholes. To ensure that the legislative procedure goes 
as smoothly as possible, the rapporteur consulted the 

shadows and proposed a 
set of amendments which 
already represent a cross-
party compromise. 
Informal negotiations 
with the Danish 
Presidency aiming at a 
first reading agreement 
might start after the 
committee vote. 

Plenary: September 2012
Procedural file (Regulation, Directive)

Rapporteur: McAvan (S&D); Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Panayotov
(ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Yannakoudakis (ECR), Maštalka
(GUE/NGL)

Common Fisheries Policy
Vote on draft opinion

Fishing and aquaculture activities should provide long-
term sustainable environmental conditions and should 
contribute to the availability of food supplies, proposed 
the Commission in its key proposal to reform the 
Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). The aim is to ensure that 
the exploitation of living marine biological resources 
restores and maintains fish resources at levels which can 
produce the maximum sustainable yield. Furthermore, 
the CFP should implement the precautionary and eco-
system approaches to fisheries management. The ENVI 
Committee will vote on 542 amendments in total, 
including 105 amendments of the draft opinion.

Rapporteur: Davies (ALDE) Procedural file
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP),McAvan (S&D), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), 
Girling (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL)

Trans-European energy infrastructure 
Vote on draft opinion

The proposal lays down rules for the development and 
interoperability of trans-European networks. The 
proposal sets the rules for the selection and 
implementation of European projects of common energy 
interest and th rules on the cost-benefit analysis; lists the 
strategic trans-European energy infrastructure; and 
provides guidelines on transparency and public 
participation. A total of 143 amendments have been 
tabled, 7 of which were proposed by the rapporteur in his 
draft opinion. 

Procedural file

Rapporteur: Poc (S&D); Shadows: Urutchev (EPP), Krahmer
(ALDE), Cochet (VERTS), Yannakoudakis (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL)
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96944/Marina_YANNAKOUDAKIS.html
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Common organisation of the markets in fishery and 
aquaculture products
Vote on draft opinion

A Common Market Organisation for fisheries and 
aquaculture 

products is one of 
the pillars of the 
Common Fisheries 
Policy (CFP), and is 
now also subject to 
reform. The reform 
proposal focuses 
on upgrading 

market incentives to support sustainable production 
practises, improving the market position of EU 
production, improving the connection between EU 
production and EU structural market changes, enhancing 
the market potential of EU products, reduction of 
administrative burdens and simplification of the legal 
framework. Rapporteur therefore suggests to lay greater 
emphasis on the role of small-scale inshore fishing and 
non-industrial fishing as well as to possibly provide 
financial compensation for producers to meet the costs 
of handling, storing and landing of unwanted catches. 
The draft opinion also contains the amendments aimed 
at defending consumer interests by providing clearer, 
more complete and more objective information. 118 
amendments have been tabled.

Vote in PECH: 30 May 2012; Plenary: July 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Ferreira (GUE/NGL); Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Pirillo
(S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Eickhout (Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR)
AMs

The protection of animals during transport
Vote on draft opinion

The Commission recently presented a report on the 
impact of Council Regulation (EC) No 1/2005 on the 
protection of animals during transport. The report 
concludes that though the Regulation has brought some 
benefits to the welfare of animals during transport, 
severe animal welfare problems still persist. 

Though the European Food Safety Authority made 
recommendations on developing strategies to reduce the 
volume of transport and on the long-distance transport 
of animals for slaughter and cut journey times, ENVI's 
rapporteur regrets that the Commission's report ignores 
those recommendations.  She also takes the view that 
reducing the volume of transport by transporting 
carcasses instead of live animals would have a positive 
impact on the environment. She proposes for the 
Commission and the Council to review the Regulation 
and to set a maximum 8-hour limit for the journeys of 

animals transported for slaughtering.

Procedural file

Rapporteur: Liotard (GUE/NGL); Shadows: Florenz (EPP), 
Jørgensen (S&D),Zanoni (ALDE), Schlyter  (Greens/EFA), Girling
(ECR)

Health for Growth, 2012-2020
Consideration of draft opinion

This is a new multiannual financial programme with the 
proposed budget of EUR 446 million spread over 7 years. 
Funding provided from this programme would 
supplement healthcare promotion measures financed 
from the Structural Funds and the Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation. The 
programme would focus on actions which could bring 
genuine added value in the healthcare sector by 
fostering innovation in 
healthcare, ensuring 
more viable healthcare 
systems and improving 
the well-being of 
citizens. However, 
healthcare cannot be 
seen simply as a spur to 
growth, says the 
rapporteur, and 
proposes to shift the 
focus from health for 
growth to health and growth. She also addresses health-
related, social and economic challenges posed by aging 
population and the increase in chronic illnesses.

Deadline for tabling amendments: 16 May 2012
ENVI vote: 20 June 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Grossetête (PPE); Shadows: Willmott (S&D), 
Parvanova (ALDE), Rivasi (Greens/EFA), Cabrnoch (ECR), Matias
(GUE), Rossi (EFD)

Cohesion policy - common provisions on European funds 
Consideration of draft opinion

The Commission put on the table a common set of basic 
rules governing all structural policy funding instruments 
for 2014-2020. It defines a list of thematic objectives 
aligned to the EU 2020 Strategy, such as (i) supporting 
the shift towards a low carbon economy in all sectors; (ii) 
promoting climate change adaptation, risk prevention 
and management; (iii) protecting the environment and 
promoting resource efficiency. 

The rapporteur proposes to reinforce the role of 
sustainable development as a horizontal objective of the 
Funds, to protect biodiversity and ecosystems, and to 
make the Funds more accessible, visible and transparent, 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/899/899760/899760en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/895/895262/895262en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2031(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28156/Dan_JØRGENSEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108329/Andrea_ZANONI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28139/Carl_SCHLYTER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/899/899810/899810en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0339(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/35743/Glenis_WILLMOTT.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/34234/Antonyia_PARVANOVA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28324/Milan_CABRNOCH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96820/Marisa_MATIAS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/898/898869/898869en.pdf
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by reducing their complexity and having proportional 
levels of control.

Deadline for amendments: 14 May 2012 
Vote in ENVI: 20-21 June 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Auconie (EPP); Shadows: Pirillo (S&D), Manner
(ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), de Brún (GUE/NGL)

Specific provisions concerning the European Regional 
Development Fund and the 'Investment for growth and 
jobs' goal 
Consideration of draft opinion

In the context of the new legislative package on cohesion 
policy, this proposal sets out the specific provisions 
governing the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF), whose purpose is to correct imbalances between 
EU regions. The proposal sets out a list of investment 
priorities for the ERDF, in particular establishing a 
thematic concentration where a minimum share of 
resources are allocated to energy efficiency and 
renewables, research and innovation and SME support. 
The rapporteur proposes amendments to strengthen the 
thematic concentration of the Fund, in particular in less 
developed regions, and to include in the thematically 
concentrated resources the objective of protecting the 
environment and promoting resource efficiency. 

Deadline for amendments: 14 May 2012
ENVI vote: 20-21 June 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Pirillo (S&D) ; Shadows: Ayuso (EPP), Manner (ALDE), 
Chrysogelos (Greens/EFA),
Ouzký (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL)

Cohesion Fund and repeal of Council Regulation (EC) No 
1084/2006
Consideration of draft opinion

In the context of the new legislative package on cohesion 
policy, this proposal sets out the specific provisions 
governing the Cohesion Fund, a structural instrument 
which helps Member States whose Gross National 
Income (GNI) per inhabitant is less than 90% of the EU27 
average in making investments in transport networks 
and the environment. The rapporteur introduces 
amendments to aim for an integrated approach to 
sustainable urban development that tackles energy, 
accessibility and social issues at once; to strengthen 
capacity building and technical assistance; to promote 
good governance and smart specialisation; to foster an 
ecosystem-based approach to the protection and 
restoration of biodiversity and an integral territorial 
cohesion including the urban habitat and the 
preservation and promotion of cultural and historical 

heritage. 

Deadline for amendments: 14 May 2012
Vote in ENVI: 20-21 June 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Gutiérrez-Cortines (EPP); Shadows: Plumb (S&D),
Buşoi (ALDE), Chrysogelos (Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Ferreira
(GUE/NGL)

Direct payments to farmers under support schemes within 
the framework of the CAP
Consideration of draft opinion

The direct payments regulation lays down common rules 
for the basic payment scheme. Last year the Commission 
proposed a reform to "green" the direct payments. The 
rapporteur proposes to further strengthen the proposal 
by (i) introducing crop rotation instead of crop 
diversification 
we need a 
requirement 
for crop 
rotation; (ii) 
changing the 
base year for 
the protection 
of permanent 
grassland/past
ure; (iii) 
raising the 
percentage of farmland that should fall under the 
ecological focus area; and (iv) adding a fourth greening 
element, a requirement for soil cover, to the package.

Deadline for amendments: 16 May 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Jørgensen (S&D); Shadows: Morkunaite (EPP), 
Manner (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Girling (ECR), Ferreira
(GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD) 

Support for rural development by the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
Consideration of draft opinion

The rural development regulation builds on the strategic 
approach introduced in the current period, i.e. setting of 
clearly defined common priorities for rural development 
at EU level. Within rural development also, the objectives 
of the sustainable management of natural resources and 
climate action are prioritised through measures on the 
restoration, preservation and enhancement of 
ecosystems as well as the promotion of resource 
efficiency, low carbon and climate resilient agriculture. 
The regulation also includes the European Innovation 
Partnership on Agricultural Productivity and 
Sustainability. The new regulation will have to equip the 
Member States with appropriate instruments for 
overcoming environmental, social and economic 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0274(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96862/Sophie_AUCONIE.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96890/Mario_PIRILLO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96685/Riikka_MANNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28511/Bairbre_de%20BRÚN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/898/898594/898594en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0275(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96890/Mario_PIRILLO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4319/Pilar_AYUSO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96685/Riikka_MANNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/898/898652/898652en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0274(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4326/Cristina_GUTIÉRREZ-CORTINES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38595/Rovana_PLUMB.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38420/Cristian%20Silviu_BUSOI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/111823/Nikos_CHRYSOGELOS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZKÝ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/893/893865/893865en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0280(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28156/Dan_JØRGENSEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96695/Radvilė_MORKŪNAITĖ-MIKULĖNIENĖ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96685/Riikka_MANNER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96956/Julie_GIRLING.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/897/897320/897320en.pdf
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challenges, underlines the rapporteur. Farmers and 
foresters, who are he main land managers, should be 
supported to meet climate and energy targets and to 
implement the biodiversity strategy. The rapporteur also 
proposes that a minimum level of expenditure in rural 

areas on 
environment-

related 
measures is 

made 
compulsory. She 
also promotes 
organic farming 
and "high 
nature value 

farming" which have a good track record in terms of 
sustainability.

Deadline for amendments: 16 May 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur:  Kadenbach (S&D); Shadows: Morkunaite (EPP), 
Reimers (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), Girling (ECR), Ferreira
(GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD) 

Programme for the Environment and Climate Action 
(LIFE)
Consideration of working document

To reflect on the Commission's proposal for 
establishment of the LIFE Programme (2014 -2020), the 
rapporteur has now drafted three working documents on 
the subject. In her first paper the rapporteur suggests 
increasing the funding of "Traditional Projects", 
improving training programmes for competent 
authorities and stakeholders and mainstreaming 
"Integrated Projects" into other MFF funds. She also 
supports the idea that if the applicant of project is public 
entity the VAT should not be claimed for reimbursement. 
The second working paper focuses on sustainability in 
the next MFF in order to transform the EU economy into 
low-carbon system. Finally, the third working document 
deals with avoiding the non-sustainable elements of MFF 
while focusing on various environmental, biodiversity or 
climate "proofing" mechanisms that are currently applied 
or foreseen in the MFF proposal.

Consideration of draft report: 21 June
Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 June
ENVI vote: 17-19 September (tbc)
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Haug (S&D); Shadows: Jordan (EPP), Gerbrandy
(ALDE), Auken (Greens/EFA), Bélier (Greens/EFA), Girling (ECR), 
Ferreira (GUE/NGL)

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 
Consideration of working document

The Common Fisheries Policy is under reform right now. 
Closely related to that, the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund aims at smart, green fisheries; smart, 
green aquaculture; sustainable and inclusive territorial 
development; and a Integrated Maritime Policy. While 
the proposal contains measures putting the EU fisheries 
sector on a more sustainable footing, and includes 
measures to support biodiversity, the rapporteur warns 
that it still falls short of making a structural shift to 
ensure that public aid is used exclusively for ensuring 
sustainable fisheries, has limited consideration for 
artisanal, small scale coastal fishing, and does not 
address funding contributing to maintaining existing 
overcapacity.

Consideration of draft opinion: 20-21 June 2012
Deadline for tabling amendments: 27 June 2012
ENVI vote: 17-19 September 2012
Procedural file

Rapporteur: Chrysogelos (Greens/EFA); Shadows: Koumoutsakos
(EPP), Arsenis (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), de Brún
(GUE/NGL)

Member States' surveillance network and computer 
databases 
Exchange of views

Traceability is the key word in fighting against BSE and 
other diseases which spread quickly and which are 
transmissable to humans. Following the BSE crisis in the 
nineties, all agree that it must be possible to trace back 
each and every animal, every movement and every 
animal holding (farm, slaughterhouse etc.). The 
databases which were put in place following the BSE 
crisis have proven its effectiveness since that disease is 
fully under control; the system was also used to track 
down other diseases as well such as the Foot and Mouth 
Disease, Blue Tongue, etc. The rapporteur suggests that 
it would seem useful for the computerised database to 
record the means of identification used on each holding. 
Among other things this information will enable Member 
States to evaluate whether it is appropriate to make 
electronic identification compulsory on their territory.

ENVI vote: 30 May 2012

Voluntary beef labelling
Exchange of views

The proposal is to align legislation to the current state of 
the technology which provides very efficient means of 
control. The Commission took a “soft” approach and 
abstained from imposing a general mandatory electronic 
identification system on to the Member States, so 
Member States have the choice to opt for it or not. The 
rapporteur proposes. The rapporteur takes the view that 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0282(COD)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97014/Karin_KADENBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96695/Radvilė_MORKŪNAITĖ-MIKULĖNIENĖ.html
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providing information towards the animal identification 
and registration system should be free of charge to the 
recipient, in order to protect small farmers and other 
operators in the ID system; and that it should be 
renewable as often as necessary with regard to changes 
to the Regulation and to the delegated and 
implementing acts. The Commission should tell about 
solutions adopted by those Member States who have 
opted for compulsory EID.

ENVI vote: 30 May 2012

RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE

 Report on Geographical indications of 
aromatised wine products

 Report on a resource-efficient Europe

 Motion for a resolution on Defective silicone gel 
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salmon stock and the fisheries exploiting that 
stock

 Opinion on recreational craft and personal 
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 Opinion on the removal of fins of shark on 
board vessels
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The Environment Committee website:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)

In its fresh report on Urban adaptation to 
climate change in Europe the EEA provides 
examples of innovative adaptation 
practices and where they are taking place. 

EEA experts prepared a series of maps showing 
projected changes in temperature and precipitation for 
this century. The maps have been produced in Eye on 
Earth, a global public information service which allows 
users to integrate many different kinds of information, 
for example combining different map layers. More

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)

In the Evaluation under REACH 
Progress Report 2011, ECHA presents 
its latest findings and figures on the 
Agency's REACH dossier evaluation 

activities and their output. More

European Centre of Disease Prevention 
and Control (ECDC)

To marke European Immunization 
Week, ECDC gathered public health experts, behavioural 
specialists and social marketing professionals to find 
innovative ways on how to fight the spread of measles in 
Europe. More

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)

As part of its commitment to issue 
periodical reports on the SBV virus 
(affecting cattle, sheep and 
goats), EFSA has published its 
latest analysis of the 
epidemiological data collected by Member States. The 
data shows a decrease in the number of reports of 
positively confirmed herds following a peak in late 
February/early March 2012.
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