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Hearing on 
"Future role of the European Court of Auditors:  

challenges ahead and possible reform" 
 

30 May 2012  
at 15.00 in Brussels. 

 
 

Draft programme 
 

5 min 
15.00 - 15.05 

 
Opening remarks 
by  the Chairman 
 

5 min 
15.05- 15.10 

 
Introduction 
 by the rapporteur 
 

15 min 
15.10 - 15.25 

 
Statement 
by  Mr Caldeira, President of the European Court of Auditors 
(tbc) 

10 min 
15.25 - 15.35 

 

 
General overview of the European Court of Auditors' 
institutional and professional development  
by  
Jan Karlsson, former President of the European Court of 
Auditors  
 
- what has been achieved over the years and what is still 

outstanding? 
-  is there a need to improve the Court's communication with the 

European citizens and if so how? 
 

30 min 
15.35 - 16.05 

 

Questions, replies, debate 
 

10 min 
16.05 - 16.15 

 

 
The Court's organisational set-up 
by  
Stéphanie Flizot, Maitre de Conférences, Université Paris X - 
Nanterre  
 
-  advantages, drawbacks and alternatives to the current 

organisational set-up? 
-  would a slimmer governing structure enable the Court to be 

more efficient and effective and thereby enhancing its authority 
and independence?  

-  should this question be included in the terms of reference for the 
next peer review? 
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10 min 
16.15 - 16.25 

 
The profile of Members of the European Court of Auditors 
by 
Irena Petruškevičienė, former Member of the European Court of 
Auditors  
 
-   what are the advantages and drawbacks of the current criteria 

for being nominated as Member of the Court of Auditors 
(article 286 of the Treaty)?  

 
 

30 min 
16.25 - 16.55 

 
Questions, replies, debate 

10 min 
16.55 - 17.05 

 

 
The Court's mandate  
by  
Kersti Kaljulaid, Member of the Court of Auditors 
  
-  strengths and weaknesses of the Court's mandate as established 

in the Treaty 
-  the Statement of Assurance: burden or blessing? 
-  what is the relationship between on the one side legality and 

regularity and on the other side effectiveness, efficiency and 
economy of programmes?  

-  Court's intention to add a new chapter to the annual report 
summarising the results of performance audits?  

-  the Court's role in relation to the evaluation report mentioned in 
Article 318 of the Treaty 

 

15 min 
17.05 - 17.20 

 

 
Comments on previous intervention and  
Court's future challenges 
by  
Jules Muis, former Ernst & Young partner, Vice president and 
Controller of the World Bank and Director General and Internal 
Auditor of the European Commission  

 
- how to create a more active and participating Court 

strengthening - in addition to its legality and regularity audits - 
performance audits with the aim not only to analyse but also to 
advise on performance and to supply stakeholders with 
independent and relevant information about financial matters in 
the European Union?  

-  is there an interest to enhance the role of the Court of Auditors 
in the EU and to review its mandate following the financial 
crisis (Stability Fund)? 

- auditor's independence and the societal role of audit in a 
globalised world? 

-  the role of INTOSAI? 
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30 min 
17.20 - 17.50 

 
Questions, replies, debate 

10 min 
17.50 - 18.00 

Closing remarks and possible next step 
by the rapporteur 

 
 
 


