
 1

 

Questions  
to the Council in the context of the 2010 discharge procedure  
(as agreed by the CONT coordinators on 26 January 20121) 

***** 

Discharge procedure 

You will be aware that Jan Mulder, the Chairman of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control, received a letter, on 17 October 2011, from Mr Tombisnski, Chairman of the 
Permanent Representative Committee stating: 

"The Council believes that, first of all, our citizens need to be assured that the 
expenditure of each of the EU's institutions is subject to full transparency and 
openness. This requires an effective level of external scrutiny. Secondly, that scrutiny 
should be done according to our respective competencies on budgetary matters in 
the Lisbon Treaty." 

1. Would the Council be prepared to respond in writing to European Parliaments 
questions related to the remarks made by the Court of Auditors in its Annual 
report, related to the accounts of the discharge year, related to the financial 
statement of the assets and liabilities, to the report on budgetary and financial 
management, to the audit synthesis report (Art. 86.4 of the FR) year as well as to 
other questions which effective scrutiny require? 

2. Does the Council establish an Annual Activity Report (going beyond the Financial 
Activity Report)? If that is the case, could the Council provide the CONT 
Committee with a copy? 

3. Will the Council presidency accept the invitation of the European Parliament to 
attend in future the presentation of the European Court of Auditors Annual report 
in plenary? 

 

The European Court of Auditors' annual report and the Council's building's 
policy 

4. In its 2010 annual report the European Court of Auditors stated that:  

“7.19 The convention for the construction of the Residence Palace Building in 
Brussels, signed with the Belgian State in 2008 for planned completion in 2013 and for 
a total estimated cost of 310 million euro (estimated prices 2013), provides for the 
possibility of making advance payments. In the period 2008-2010, the Council made 
advance payments totalling 235 million euro, of which 30 million euro were included in 
the budget line for the acquisition of buildings in the Council’s initial budget. The 
additional funds of 205 million euro (i.e. 87 % of the total funds paid in advance) came 
from budgetary transfers made at the end of each year from 2007 to 2010 (mostly from 
budget lines for interpretation costs and delegations’ travel expenses). “ 

5. When did the Council adopt a comprehensive buildings policy? May CONT 
receive a copy of that document? 

6. For 2010 the Council budgeted EUR 15 million for the acquisition of property. In 
reality the Council spent EUR 55 million. Does the Council think that transferring 
unspent amounts to the acquisition budget line in order to obtain a high level of 
budget execution corresponds to the principle of sound financial management? 

7. The ECA also observed that: 

“7.20  The repeated under-utilisation of these budget lines throughout the 2008-
2010 period and the size of the amounts transferred with respect to total advance 
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payments made does not comply with the principle of budget accuracy. In addition, the 
payment in the first 3 years of 235 million euro out of the convention’s total value of 310 
million euro did not match payments to the progress of the building work.” 

 What is the Council’s reaction to the Court’s observation that the level of payment 
did not match the progress of the building work? 

 

Questions related to the Council’s financial management 

8. In its Financial Statement 2010, the Council treats yearly carry-overs as "under-
spending" (for instance in relation to delegations' travel envelopes), but as these 
carry-overs appear every year (in the case of cancellation of appropriations they 
represent approximately between 5 - 6%), which measures is the Council taking 
to limit carry-overs in future?  

9. With reference to the Financial Statement 2010, Table 11 and the Financial 
Statement 2009, Table 8, can the Council provide a table of significant transfers 
in budget lines 1100 to 3300 over the past six years, so that trends can be seen?  

10. Could the Council indicate since when the SESAME (IT-project) project received 
budget appropriations, how much was originally budgeted per year and how 
much money has been spent so far on it? In how far is the SESAME project now 
operational?  

11. Could the Council indicate the annual amounts, which were not used due to 
unforeseen circumstances, in 2010? Which were the budget lines concerned and 
what was the total of these amounts in 2010? Could the Council explain why the 
budget lines were not adapted to the real needs of the respective budget line?  

12. Could the Council clarify the following questions related to specific budget lines  

 1003: Do payments cover contributions to a private insurance? 

 1004: How does the Council define "exceptional expenditures" of the 
President of the European Council? 

 1006: What kinds of entitlements (entering, transfer and leaving the 
service) are covered by this budget line?  

 1020: In which way can entitlements of Members of the institution 
change?  

 1112: What is the Secretary General entitled to? Did former 
Secretaries General also receive such entitlements? Why did the 
amount double from 2009 to 2010? 

 1203: Which kind of services has been requested? What amount has 
been spent on meetings in Strasbourg? 

 1321: To what extend does the personnel contribute to covering these 
costs (restaurants and canteens)? 

 1331/1332: Why did the Council create different budget lines for 
mission expenses)?  

 2120:  Why does the Council consider it necessary to spend almost 
EUR 5 million over two years on purchase and replacement of 
technical equipment? 

 2122: Why is such an amount needed (EUR 682 000) for rental, 
servicing and repair of technical equipments and installations? 
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 222:  Why are these amounts for the New York and Geneva liaison 
office covered under budget line 221 "Information"? 

 2237: The Council contributes towards expenditure of some 
associations whose activities are directly related to those of the 
Community institutions. May CONT receive a list of associations 
funded with the respective amounts? 

 3311: To whom are the general publications of the Council 
addressed? 

 3312: Why is expenditure on information under the ESDP/CFSP not 
covered under budget line 3311? 

13. Why does the Council use different budget line for expenditure of similar nature 
(mission, delegation trip, external expert, representation expenditure etc.?  

14. How many officials retired under Article 50 "in the interest of the service"?  

 

The internal organisation of the Council 

15. After the transfer of personnel and parts of the budget to the EEAS (411 posts 
and EUR 80 million): are there any efficiency gains in the view of the Council? 
Which kind of service level agreements have been concluded and what is their 
objective? 

16. Due to the transfer of posts and the internal reorganisation, the Council 
relinquished personnel and competences to the EEAS in the field of external 
actions.  

 How many officials and other agents still work in the area of external 
actions?  

 What is the reason therefore?  

17. How many posts in which grades were vacant in the establishment plan of 2010?  

18. Please indicate the number of officials and other agents (number of posts, grade) 
working for the EUSRs (European Union Special Representatives) in the 
Council for 2010.  

19. What were the travel costs in 2010 : 

a. in general? 

b. for the European Union Special Representatives 

c. for delegations ("24% of the total costs are related to the organisation 
of official meetings, e.g. travel cost for delegations"1)  

d. for flights only? 

e. for the President of the European Council? 

20. What is the absolute number of posts assigned to the task of 'policy coordination' 
and administrative support? What is its percentage in relation to the overall 
number of posts?  

                                                 
1 http://www.consilium.europa.eu/council/council-budget?lang=en 
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21. How many interpreters and translators (officials and others) are needed per 
language? What are the overall costs and the costs per hour?  

 Is there already staff employed for and from the applicant countries? If 
the answer is positive: how many posts are concerned (separated per 
country and language)?  

 Could the Council inform the European Parliament of its policy of use 
of innovative tools of assisted computer translation and the training 
programmes implemented for its introduction? 

22. Could the Council indicate how much money of the EUR 5 million contingency 
reserve for the President of the European Council was used and for which 
purpose?  

23. Could the Council inform us how many seconded military experts received an 
allowance out of Council's budget and from which countries they were seconded?  
 


