
08.05.2012

Open letter to Ambassador of Bahrain

To the attention of His Excellency H.E. Ahmed Mohammed Yousif Aldoseri, Ambassador of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain To the Kingdom of Belgium

Dear Ambassador,

We are writing to express our dismay and regret at the way our colleague Ana Gomes, 
coordinator of the S&D Group of the European Parliament's Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
also a Member of its Sub-Committee on Human Rights, was treated at Manama Airport last 
Sunday, 29 April. 

Despite the fact that she was following the normal practice for obtaining a visa at the airport and, 
in addition, had identified herself as a Member of the European Parliament, she 
was denied entry to the territory of Bahrain without any explanation. This is clearly not 
acceptable and certainly contrary to the spirit of good cooperation and openness which should 
characterise the relationship between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the European Union. It is in 
this spirit of openness and good cooperation that we would ask you convey to your Minister our 
protest at the incident, our request for an explanation, and the hope that such incidents will be 
avoided in future

Our Members follow on-going developments in Bahrain with great concern, and recent events in 
the Kingdom were discussed at a meeting of Parliament's Sub-Committee on 25 April. We would 
continue to urge the Bahraini authorities do their utmost to implement the recommendations of the 
Bahraini Independent Commission of Inquiry, as evidence of their willingness to undertake real 
reforms and to promote freedom of expression and assembly. 

Best regards, 

MEP Elmar BROK, Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the European Parliament
MEP Barbara LOCHBIHLER, Chair of the Subcommittee on Human Rights of the European 
Parliament

Contact:

Satu Helin

: (+32) 2 28 41498 (BXL)
: (+32) 498 98 33 86
: foreign-press@europarl.europa.eu
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