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EU should open up to new external energy suppliers

 
Coordination at EU level and diversification of suppliers including "new non-Russian
sources of oil, gas and electricity" for dependent Member States should be the key
elements of EU's external energy policy said MEPs in a report adopted on Tuesday, 8 May
by the Energy Committee. 
 
The rapporteur Edit Herczog (S&D, HU) said in her report -adopted with 47 votes in favour, 11
against and 1 abstention- that energy should be seen principally as a commodity and should not
be used as a foreign policy tool. She also stressed that Europe is a major purchaser of energy
globally and if it used this in a coordinated manner and took a firm, common negotiating position
with third countries it would nearly always be in a good bargaining position. 
 
Coordination at EU level
MEPs stressed that improved coordination between EU countries and the Commission would
enable them to fully benefit from the political and economic weight of the Union. Towards that
direction, they underlined the added value of Commission's assistance during the negotiating
processes. Furthermore, the Energy Committee invited the Council to grant the Commission a
negotiating mandate in cases of crucial, for the EU, intergovernmental agreements or
infrastructure projects.
 
Finding new suppliers
Diversification of suppliers, routes and sources is deemed necessary in order to secure EU's
energy supply, added the text, and called for more action in order to increase its share of LNG
and create real competition between the EU's external gas suppliers.
 
Energy Committee Members adopted an amendment saying that "diversification should mean new
non-Russian sources of oil, gas and electricity for those Member States which are overly
dependent on this single supplier". Russian gas accounts for only 24% of gas consumed EU-wide
but in 12 out of the 27 Member States it accounts for more than 48%.
 
Ensuring safety and sustainability
The report stressed that the EU should extend its environmental and safety standards and ensure
that all types of power plants next to the EU's borders comply with the highest standards of
nuclear safety.
 
Partnerships with third countries
The MEPs welcomed the intensified efforts for cooperation with Switzerland as well as the
proposed 'EU-Southern Mediterranean Energy Partnership' which aims to grasp the enormous
solar energy potential of the region and asked the Commission to elaborate joint energy roadmaps
with key suppliers and partners.
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