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Enhancing the competitiveness of SMEs
 
Reinforcing the competitiveness of SMEs through the EU Programme for the
Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (COSME), reducing the administrative
burden, helping SMEs to seize global opportunities were key issues addressed
in hearing on the competitiveness of SMEs in the EU.
 
Reinforcing the competitiveness of SMEs through COSME
 
Alexander Lau, from German Chambers of Industry and Commerce and Alessandro
Spada, President of Innovhub (Milan Chamber of Commerce) underlined the
importance of the Programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs
(COSME) but noticed that not much money had been earmarked for the programme.
They also agreed that access to finance for SMEs is a key issue and that financing
should be channelled toward innovation.
 
Paul Rübig (EPP, AT), rapporteur on the "competitiveness and business opportunities
of SMEs", raised the issue of a proper taxation of SMEs, "taxation in Europe is ten
times higher as in the US", he said. Jürgen Creutzmann (ALDE, DE), rapporteur on
COSME, insisted on the need to make the COSME programme more attractive for
SMEs.
 
Reducing the administrative burden
 
According to Luc Hendrick, Director of UEAPME (European Association of Craft,
Small and Medium-sized Enterprises), exempting SMEs from the scope of EU
legislation will not help reducing the administrative burden. Instead, there should be a
simplification of the legislation and the procedures, he said.
 
For Gabriel Goucha, Member of the Commission High level Group of Independent
Stakeholders on Administrative Burdens, "SMEs want less bureaucracy and less
barrier, simplification has to be the guiding principle but on the other hand, it is difficult
to have the same rules for big companies and SMEs, so there should be a lighter
system for SMEs", he replied in response to questions by Jean-Pierre Audy (EPP, FR)
and Vicky Ford (ECR, UK).
 
Helping SMEs to seize global opportunities
 
Daniel Cloquet, Director at Business Europe, advocated strengthening SMEs'
competitiveness, an efficient chain of support for SMEs and a better cooperation of
actors at the EU, national and regional level to broaden the global trade opportunities.
Furthermore, the Enterprise Europe Network (EEN) should play a more active role to
search candidates for internationalisation, he said. Patrizia Toia (S&D, IT) also
stressed the need for a quantitative and qualitative assessment on how this network is
working.
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For Karl Hartleb, from the Austrian Chamber of Commerce, "trade policy and market
access is the challenge for the EU and creates most value for European firms".
 
 
Rapporteur: Paul Rübig (EPP, AT)
Procedure: own-initiative
Vote in committee: 11 July 2012 (tbc)
In the Chair: Amalia Sartori (EPP, IT)
 
 
Contact
 
Nora CHAAL

 : (+32) 2 28 32269 (BXL)
 : (+33) 3 881 78290 (STR)
:(+32) 498 98 34 02
 : indu-press@europarl.europa.eu

 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
Parliament.  It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record of proceedings.
                                                                                                    
 

mailto:indu-press@europarl.europa.eu

