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EU should open up to new external energy suppliers and sources
 
Coordination at EU level and diversification of suppliers and sources including finding
"new non-Russian sources of oil, gas and electricity" for dependent Member States should
be the key elements of EU's external energy policy said MEPs in the resolution adopted in
plenary on Tuesday, 12 June. 
 
"We are facing a global challenge. Energy questions shouldn't lead to conflicts between specific
states. The economy of Europe in this global competitive field has to be able to keep up with its
competitors and we have to bring pressure on our neighbours and partners across the Atlantic.
We need to look into further political cooperation with regards to new sources of energy", said the
rapporteur, Edit Herczog (S&D, HU), during the debate on Monday evening.
 
Finding new suppliers and energy sources
 
"Diversification should mean "new non-Russian sources of oil, gas and electricity for those
Member States which are overly dependent on this single supplier", says the text. Russian gas
accounts for only 24% of gas consumed EU-wide but in 12 out of the 27 Member States it
accounts for more than 48%.
 
MEPs stress the need to increase resources and complete projects interlinking European energy
markets, in particular the Baltic interconnection plan, whilst highlighting the importance of the
dialogue with emerging economies such as China, India, Brazil, Indonesia and South Africa. 
 
On the new, unconventional technologies (oil sands and shale gas from Canada, USA, Australia,
Qatar, Brazil and Argentina, energy exploration in the Arctic region and further exploitaions in
Iraq, Venezuela and Africa), MEPs suggested that "new partners and regions are emerging as
possible future suppliers" and EU should focus on developing new energy partnerships.
 
Coordination at EU level
 
Improved coordination between EU countries and the Commission would enable Member States
to fully benefit from the political and economic weight of the Union, say MEPs. They call on
Member States to ensure an internal energy market that can "withstand external pressures and
attempts to use energy supply and prices as a tool of foreign policy pressure".
 
External energy policy and 'energy security clause'
 
The text points out that EU's increasing dependence on imported fossil fuels will undermine its
political leverage and may even have significant effects on the independence of its decision-
making in other policy areas. It therefore calls on the Commission to support the so-called 'energy
security clause' to be included in trade, association and partnership agreements with producer
and transit countries, which would lay down a code of conduct and explicitly outline measures to
be taken in the event of any unilateral change in terms by one of the partners.
 
MEPs call for respect for democracy and human rights when dealing with developing countries on
energy matters and ask Member States not to conclude contracts on energy supply with third
countries which violate the interests of another EU country.
 
The non legislative resolution was adopted with 470 votes in favour, 86 against and 53
abstentions.
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Adopted text will be available here (click on 12.06.2012)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/texts-adopted.html
 
Watch the recording of the debate here (click on 11.06.2012)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/plenary/search-by-date
 
Article on an interview with Edit Herczog (S&D, HU)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-
PRESS+20120601STO46164+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
 
 
 
Contact:
Kristina-Antigoni ELEFTERIE

 : (+32) 2 28 32798 (BXL)
 : (+33) 3 881 73856 (STR)
 : indu-press@europarl.europa.eu

 
 

 
This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
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