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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Tuesday May 29, 2012 (9.00-
12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30) and on Wednesday May 30, 2012 (9.00-12.30) in Brussels. The following items 
were on the agenda. 

1. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views

Under regular item, Members were given an update about the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, in 
particular regarding the successful conclusions of the negotiations on the General System of Preferences 
(2011/0117(COD), rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP)), and on the transitional arrangements for bilateral 
investment agreements (2010/0197(COD), rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D)). 

2. Exchange of views with Mikael Gustafsson, Chair of FEMM Committee, on gender 
mainstreaming in the work of parliamentary committees 

Mr Mikael Gustafsson, Chair of the FEMM Committee recalled the Parliament's position on having equality 
and gender perspective permanently present in its political work. He suggested Committees to adopt gender 
strategies and initiative reports on the gender perspective and to strengthen co-operation with other 
Committees in this field. It was noted that each Committee has a Member in charge of gender perspective 
issues - Vice-Chair Cristiana Muscardini in the case of INTA. 

3. Amendment of Council Regulations (EC) No 2008/97, (EC) No 779/98 and (EC) No 
1506/98 in the field of imports of olive oil and other agricultural products from Turkey as 
regards the delegated and implementing powers to be conferred on the Commission 

Consideration of draft report

INTA considered a draft report on the proposal for a Regulation aligning the Council Regulations (EC) No 
2008/97, (EC) No 779/98 and (EC) No 1506/98 in the field of imports of olive oil and other agricultural 
products from Turkey with the post-Lisbon regime of delegated and implementing acts. In his draft report, the 
rapporteur proposes 13 amendments reflecting the changes put forward by the two so-called "Trade 
Omnibuses", thus aiming at harmonising the ´comitology´ related provisions throughout the trade legislation. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Cons. of draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova  Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0453(COD) - INTA/7/08396 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12  

Related documents may be found here. 
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4. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 774/94 of 29 March 1994 opening and 
providing for the administration of certain Community tariff quotas for high-quality 
beef, and for pig meat, poultry meat, wheat and meslin, and brans, sharps and other 
residues 

Consideration of draft report

Members discussed alignment of the Council Regulation (EC) No 774/94 on certain tariff quotas for certain 
meat and cereal products with the post-Lisbon regime of delegated and implementing acts. Amendments 
proposed by the rapporteur reflect the changes put forward in the two so-called "Trade Omnibuses". 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira  (Chairman, S&D) Cons. of draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0445(COD) - INTA/7/08381 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12 

Related documents may be found here. 

5. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Consideration of draft report

This item was postponed to the next meeting. 

6. Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 
Consideration of draft report

INTA considered the draft report on macro-financial assistance (MFA) to Kyrgyz Republic aimed at 
procedurally aligning the present proposal to earlier MFA decisions to Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova. 
Therefore the only amendment put forward by the rapporteur Vital Moreira relates to the choice of the 
'advisory procedure' for the adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Consideration of draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012 at 12:00 
Procedure: 2011/0458(COD)- INTA/7/08386 Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Sept-12  

Related documents may be found here. 

7. Trade Agreement between the EU of the one part and Colombia and Peru of the other 
part 

Consideration of draft recommendation (consent)

The rapporteur Mr. David presented his draft recommendation in favour of the consent to this agreement. 
Some members expressed their concern about the human rights situation in Colombia and the need to respect 
environmental standards. The rapporteur said these concerns should be addressed in a roadmap, as requested 
in the resolution that was also adopted in the same meeting. 

 
PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Mário David (EPP) Exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 & 25-26/4/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Cons. of a draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0249(NLE) - INTA/7/06949 Deadline for Ams: tbc 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 10-11/10/2012 (tbc) 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-12 

Related documents may be found here. 
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8. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 

In camera

Under regular item, the exchange of views was held with Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 
European Commission; who briefed Members on the latest state of play of the international trade negotiations 
and developments within the WTO. 

9. Votes 

1) Trade Agreement between the EU of the one part and Colombia and Peru of the other part 
Rapporteur: Mário David (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Motion for a resolution as amended 21 4 3 

 

10. EU accession to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) 
Exchange of views

INTA has opened a debate on the merits of possible EU's accession to the International Cotton Advisory 
Committee (ICAC). The ICAC is an international commodity body for cotton and cotton textiles, bringing 
together cotton producing, consuming and trading countries. MEPs discussed challenges faced by the global 
cotton economy with representatives of the ICAC and the Committee for International Co-operation between 
Cotton Associations (CICCA). INTA members debated advantages of joining the ICAC, possible steps to 
prevent recurrence of export bans and human rights violations in the cotton value chain. The European 
Parliament will decide whether to grant its consent to possible EU accession to his body. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) Exchange of views. 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Planned cons. of working document: 20-21/6/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0420(NLE) - INTA/7/08168 Planned cons. of draft report: 11-12/7/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 13/7/2012, 12.00 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-12 

Related documents may be found here.

11. Motion for a resolution on the consequences of the crisis in the European tanning 
industry 

Consideration of draft opinion in letter form

INTA considered the draft text for an opinion in the form of a letter. The letter was drafted following a motion 
for resolution presented to plenary according to Rule 120 by MEP Cristiana Muscardini. The letter calls for 
action to help the tanning industry which has been particularly hit by the crisis inter alia by having more 
difficult access to raw materials. 
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12. Establishing a Partnership Instrument for cooperation with third countries 

13. Establishing common rules and procedures for the implementation of the Union's 
instruments for external action 

Joint debate

In a joint debate INTA considered a draft opinion on the Partnership Instrument and a draft opinion on 
horizontal so-called "Common Implementing Regulation", discussing both the substantial changes proposed 
as well as procedural amendments to ensure involvement of both co-legislators in strategic decision-making. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP) Consideration of a draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0415(COD) - INTA/7/08645 Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: AFET Plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP) First exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Consideration of a draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0411(COD) - INTA/7/08336 Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: AFET* Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

14. Amendment of Directive 2004/109/EC on the harmonisation of transparency 
requirements in relation to information about issuers whose securities are admitted to 
trading on a regulated market and Commission Directive 2007/14/EC 

15. Annual financial statements, consolidated financial statements and related reports of 
certain types of undertakings 

Consideration of draft opinions

The rapporteur Helmut Scholz (GUE) presented his draft opinions and the shadow rapporteur Tokia Saïfi 
(EPP) explained her various amendments. The debate dealt with the notions of transparency requirements 
included in the transparency and accounting directives. The disclosure of payments to governments should be 
extended and clarified, according to the rapporteur. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0307(COD) - INTA/7/08161 Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: JURI Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0308(COD) - INTA/7/08984 Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: JURI Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 
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16. Establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation 
Exchange of views

The Commission proposal on the Financing Instrument on Development (DCI) proposes on which priorities 
23 billion euro is spent for the new period 2014-2020 and in which way this is done. Rapporteur for opinion 
Helmut Scholz explained in his introduction that the new proposed would give the Commission more 
flexibility to adapt spending to the circumstances and needs. Consequently, it is also less clear where and on 
what the money will be spent and whether trade related assistance will be a considerable part of that. 
Mr. Scholz also underlined that the Commission intends to concentrate the funding on the countries most in 
need. Shadows gave their views and the Commission answered questions of members. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg  Planned cons. of draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0406(COD) - INTA/7/08335 Planned deadline for Ams: 19/07/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: DEVE Planned adoption in INTA: 3/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

17. Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II) 
Consideration of draft opinion

The Committee considered its draft opinion to the AFET legislative report on the Instrument for Pre-accession 
assistance (so-called IPA II). The Commission proposal counts with the amount of 14 110 100 000 EUR for 
the period of 2014-2020. The instrument is designed to support candidate countries and potential candidates in 
implementing the necessary reforms required to bring the countries closer to the EU values, rules, standards, 
policies and practices with a view to Union membership. It is part of the package of new external financial 
instruments currently under the consideration of the European Parliament. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Cons. of draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova  Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0404(COD) - INTA/7/08317 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

18. Establishing an Instrument for Stability 
Consideration of draft opinion

The committee considered its draft opinion by rapporteur Damien Abad (EPP) to the AFET legislative report 
on the Instrument for Stability. Tokia Saïfi (EPP), on behalf of rapporteur Damien Abad (EPP), explained that 
this financial instrument is meant to be used to work in the area of conflict prevention, crisis management and 
peace building. It is an instrument of last resort, for when other instruments cannot be used. The Instrument 
for Stability (IfS) also enables the EU to help build long term international, regional and national capacity to 
address pervasive trans-regional and global threats, including fight against illicit trafficking. For the coming 
period (2014-2020), the EC proposes an increase in budget from 2 to 2.8 billion Euros. The opinion was 
welcomed by other members and comments from the members and the Commission were welcomed on behalf 
of the rapporteur. 
  
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Damien Abad (EPP) Cons. of draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg  Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0413(COD) - INTA/7/08348 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 
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19. Establishing a European Neighbourhood Instrument 

Consideration of draft opinion

The Committee considered the draft opinion on the European Neighbourhood Instrument. The rapporteur, Ms. 
Correa Zamora, has sought to improve the instrument by making clearer references to the importance of 
neighbouring countries having a free market economy, which is one of the pillars of democracy. She would 
also like to see differentiation according to the economic structures of neighbouring countries and stronger 
conditionality based on adherence to WTO rules. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: María A. Correa Zamora (EPP) Consideration of a draft opinion: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0405(COD) - INTA/7/08327 Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
Lead committee: AFET Plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here.

20. Votes 

1) EU-Russia agreement on trade in parts and components of motor vehicles 
Rapporteur: Paweł Zalewski (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 26 0 0 

2) EU-Russia Agreement regarding the preservation of commitments on trade in services 
contained in the current EU-Russia Partnership and Co-operation Agreement 
Rapporteur: Gianluca Susta (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 26 0 0 

3) EU-Russia Agreement regarding the introduction or increase by the Russian Federation of 
export duties on raw materials 
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 24 0 2 

4) EU-Russia Agreement on the administration of tariff-rate quotas applying to exports of wood 
and EU-Russia Protocol on technical modalities pursuant to that Agreement 
Rapporteur: Inese Vaidere (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 23 0 2 

5) Trade aspects of the Eastern partnership 
Rapporteur: Miloslav Ransdorf (GUE/NGL) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 23 3 0 
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6) 2013 Budget - Mandate for Trilogue 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 21 5 0 

7) European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014 - 2020) 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 17 8 1 

8) Motion for a resolution on the consequences of the crisis in the European tanning industry 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion in letter form  23 0 3 

9) Scheme of generalised tariff preferences 
Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (PPE) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Vote on the outcome of the trilogue 
negotiations  

18 4 4 

10) Transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements between Member States and 
third countries 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Vote on the outcome of the trilogue 
negotiations  

23 1 2 

 
The approved compromise was reached in trilogue negotiations for a so-called 'early second 
reading agreement', meaning that the conclusion of the legislative procedure (i.e. adoption of 
Council's first reading position and Parliament's second reading confirming it) is expected during 
the second half of 2012. 

21. EU-Japan trade negotiations 

Consideration and votes

This item was postponed to the next meeting. 

22. Monitoring Group Activities 

Exchange of views

Members received feedback on Monitoring groups activities held since its last Committee meeting, namely 
from the Monitoring groups on trade relations with Malaysia, China, South Caucasus, Ukraine and Vietnam. 
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23. EU/New Zealand agreement amending the Agreement on Mutual Recognition in Relation 
to Conformity Assessment between the European Community and New Zealand 

Consideration of draft report
Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) are agreements on the mutual recognition of conformity assessment 
of regulated products. An MRA gives each of its parties the authority to test and certify products against the 
regulatory requirements of the other party, in its own territory and prior to export. Hence, MRAs seek to lift 
technical barriers to trade while safeguarding the health, safety and environmental objectives of each party. 
The agreement amending the MRA with New Zealand has been negotiated by the Commission with the stated 
objective to improve and simplify the functioning of the MRA. 
 
INTA considered its draft report on this agreement already in October 2010. Taking into account the long 
period of time that has elapsed between the first consideration and the official referral from the Council, the 
second consideration took place during the INTA meeting of 29-30 May. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Cons. of a draft report: 25-26/10/2010 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova 2nd cons. of a draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2010/0139(NLE) - INTA/7/03040 Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012 at 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here. 

24. Amendment of the Agreement on mutual recognition in relation to conformity 
assessment, certificates and markings between the European Community and Australia 

Consideration of draft report

Mutual Recognition Agreements (MRAs) are agreements on the mutual recognition of conformity assessment 
of regulated products. An MRA gives each of its parties the authority to test and certify products against the 
regulatory requirements of the other party, in its own territory and prior to export. Hence, MRAs seek to lift 
technical barriers to trade while safeguarding the health, safety and environmental objectives of each party. 
The agreement amending the MRA with Australia has been negotiated by the Commission with the stated 
objective to improve and simplify the functioning of the MRA. 
 
INTA considered its draft report on this agreement already in October 2010. Taking into account the long 
period of time that has elapsed between the first consideration and the official referral from the Council, the 
second consideration took place during the INTA meeting of 29-30 May. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Cons. of a draft report: 25-26/10/2010 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova 2nd cons. of a draft report: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2010/0146(NLE) - INTA/7/03045 Deadline for Ams: 1/6/2012 at 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12 

Related documents may be found here. 
 

Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday June 20, 2012 (9.00-
12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30) and on Thursday June 21, 2012 (9.00-12.30). The meetings will be webstreamed, 
except for in camera items. 

1. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 

Information will be given on the outcome of the following trialogues: MFA Framework Regulation 
(2011/0176(COD), rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE)), on which the first trilogue took place on 5 June, and on 
the Emergency autonomous trade preferences for Pakistan (2010/0289(COD), rapporteur: Vital Moreira 
(Chairman, S&D)), on which the first trilogue took place on 14 June. 

2. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Consideration of a draft report

The rapporteur will present a draft report on the proposed delegation of powers to the Commission to regularly 
update the EU dual-use export control list (Annex I of the Regulation) and, when needed, to rapidly halt 
"facilitated exports" of certain items to certain destinations by removing them from the scope of General 
Export Authorisations (Annex II ). 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Exchange of views: 25-26/4/2012  
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Planned cons. of draft report: 20-21/6/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0310 (COD) - INTA/7/07664 Planned deadline for Ams: 22/6/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA  Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12 

Related documents can be found here.

3. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Consideration of amendments

The members of INTA will consider the 8 additional amendments tabled to the draft draft report by the 
rapporteur David Martin (S&D) on the amendment of Annex I of the so called 'Market Access Regulation'.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf Romero Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/4/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0260(COD) - INTA/7/07312 Deadline for Ams: 8/5/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Cons of Ams and adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12  

Related documents may be found here
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4. EC-Israel Agreement: Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products 
(CAA), Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement  

Consideration of an oral question

Following the vote in AFET on the opinion to this file in which INTA has the lead responsibility, INTA 
decided to table an oral question to the Commission, focusing mostly on the Israeli/Palestinian territoriality 
issues and their implications on the implementation of this agreement should it come into force.  

5. Extension of the provisions of the EC-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles 

Follow-up on the draft interim report

On mandate of the Council, the Commission negotiated a protocol to the Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement with Uzbekistan in order to end the exclusion of textiles from the PCA. INTA rapporteur George 
Cutuas (S&D) had concerns about the use of forced child labour in the cotton production in Uzbekistan. As a 
result, he proposed to INTA not give the consent at the moment but instead to adopt an interim report 
containing recommendations to Council and Commission. On 15 December the plenary of the European 
Parliament followed the interim report of INTA. The recommendations amongst others involved condemnation 
of the use of forced child labour, contribution to agricultural reform, start of a GSP investigation. The EP 
concluded it would only consider the consent if ILO observers had been granted access to the cotton fields of 
Uzbekistan during the harvest. The EP also requested further discussions with the Commission and the 
Council. 
 
Now, half a year later, INTA will have further discussions with the Commission and the Council in order to 
assess to what extent Council and Commission have taken the recommendations into account. If INTA would 
conclude afterwards that the recommendations have been taken into account, it could then decide to restart the 
consent procedure to the textile protocol. 

6. Delegation visit to Peru-Colombia 

Presentation of a mission report

The mission report of the ad hoc-mission to Colombia (Bogotà) and Peru (Lima) from 31 May to 1 June will 
be presented. The mission was carried out to exchange views with important actors in the concerned countries 
at a crucial moment in the process of the ratification and implementation of the trade agreement. The 
delegation consisted of Mr. Mario David, the rapporteur for the trade agreement, and Mr. Bernd Lange, the 
rapporteur of the safeguard regulation.  

7. Monitoring Group Activities 

As part of a standard point on its Agenda, INTA will receive feedback on Monitoring groups activities held 
since its last Committee meeting.  

8. Achievements of the Danish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 

Pia Olsen Dyhr, Minister for Trade and Investment of Denmark will present to the 
Committee the achievements of the Danish Presidency in the area of International Trade 
Policy during its meeting on 20 June 2012. The successful conclusion of trilogues on 
BITs and the GSP regulation are particular feathers in the cap of the Presidency.  
 

 
 

 12



9. EU SMEs' access to capital for internationalisation 

Hearing

 This hearing will provide a forum to present the views of SMEs and of experts on 
SMEs' access to capital for internationalisation and on public policies tackling this problem. 
Overcoming the shortage of working capital and linking with trade finance represent major 
challenges for European SMEs when they trade internationally or invest in third countries. The 
presentations and the discussion will focus on proposing new solutions and ideas ahead 
of INTA's upcoming report on EU SMEs' access to credit for internationalisation. 
 

See the programme

10. EU accession to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) 

Consideration of a working document

INTA will discuss a working document on the merits of possible EU's accession to the International Cotton 
Advisory Committee (ICAC). The document analyses the role of the ICAC, the importance of the global 
cotton value chain as well as the EU's policies in cotton production, trade and development assistance. The 
rapporteur is convinced that it is in the best interests of the EU to accede to the ICAC, as speaking with one 
voice would ensure both greater consistency of actions and bigger influence on "the cotton agenda". Nine EU 
Member States are currently members of the ICAC. If the EU joined the ICAC, the Commission would 
represent the EU with an exclusive competence and pay the annual contribution on its behalf. The rapporteur 
calls to further fight trade distorting measures, strive for enhanced market transparency and sustainability, 
advance the WTO negotiations on cotton and step up efforts against human rights violations and 
environmental degradation throughout the cotton value chain. 

Calendar

11. Union Customs Code (Recast) 

First exchange of views

INTA will exchange views on a proposal for a Regulation laying down the Union Customs Code. This recast 
proposal would establish a Union Customs Code and replace the current Modernised Customs Code (MCC) 
adopted in 2008 but not yet applicable. 
 
The recast proposes postponing the MCC application deadline until 31 December 2020 to allow for a more 
realistic implementation of new EU wide IT-based processes. Further, it aligns the current Regulation to the 
Lisbon Treaty as regards delegated and implementing acts, and lastly, adjusts some existing rules to recent 
developments in customs legislation.  
 
Before the Committees on International Trade and Internal Market can adopt their views on the proposal, the 
EU institutions' lawyers have to establish that it entails no other substantive changes than those identified by 
the Commission. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) Exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Cons. of a draft opinion: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedure: 2012/0027(COD)- INTA/7/09109 Planned deadline for Ams: 20/9/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: April 2013 (tbc) 

Related documents can be found here 
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12. EU-Russia trade relations following Russia's accession to the WTO 

Consideration of motion for a resolution

The resolution will aim at describing, in a landscape after Russia's WTO accession, the state of bilateral trade 
relations between the EU and Russia and INTA's expectations for the already-ongoing negotiations of the trade 
provisions of the New Agreement between the EU and Russia. 

13. Motion for a resolution on the Commission recommendation concerning the Council 
decision on opening negotiations between the European Union and Japan 

Consideration of motion for a resolution

The EU-Japan Summit agreed on 28 May 2011 to start the process for negotiations for a deep and 
comprehensive Free Trade Agreement (FTA), addressing all issues of shared interest to both sides. The so-
called scoping exercise, which was launched to pave the way for commencing negotiations between these two 
trading giants, was concluded at the beginning of May 2012. Consequently, Parliament has requested, in its 
June session, that the Council hold the negotiation mandate until Parliament has expressed its views. INTA 
will now discuss the further steps to be taken. 

14. General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2013 - all sections 

First exchange of views
The Committee will open its discussions on the annual budget of the EU for 2013, on the basis of the mandate 
for trilogue of the EP to which it contributed through an opinion, and will comment on the draft budget 
proposed by the Commission. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (EPP) First exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2092(BUD) - INTA/7/09533 Deadline for Ams: 3/8/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: BUDG Planned adoption INTA: 3/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here. 

15. Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement between the EU and its Member States, Australia, 
Canada, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Switzerland and the USA 

Votes
The Committee will vote on a draft recommendation on ACTA. There are three amendments by Members to 
be voted and the final vote on a draft recommendation to be held. Both rapporteur in his draft recommendation 
and DEVE, LIBE, ITRE and JURI committees in their final opinions propose that Parliament decline to give 
its consent.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Present. of legal opinion: 22-23/11/2011 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg  Exchange of views: 1/3 & 27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0167(NLE) - INTA/7/06356 Workshop: 1/3/2012, 15.00-18.30 
Lead committee: INTA Cons. of draft recommendation: 25/4/2012 
 Deadline for Ams: 8/5/2012 at 12.00 
 Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jul-12 

Related documents may be found here
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16. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Votes
INTA will vote on the draft report by the rapporteur David Martin. 8 amendments on the draft report have been 
submitted. 

Calendar

17. Amendment of Council Regulations (EC) No 2008/97, (EC) No 779/98 and (EC) No 
1506/98 in the field of imports of olive oil and other agricultural products from Turkey as 
regards the delegated and implementing powers to be conferred on the Commission 

Votes

INTA will vote on the draft report on the proposal for a Regulation aligning the Council Regulations (EC) No 
2008/97, (EC) No 779/98 and (EC) No 1506/98 in the field of imports of olive oil and other agricultural 
products from Turkey with the post-Lisbon regime of delegated and implementing acts. The report contains 13 
amendments. No further amendments were tabled. 

Calendar

18. EU/New Zealand Agreement amending the Agreement on Mutual Recognition in Relation 
to Conformity Assessment between the European Community and the New Zealand 

Votes

INTA will vote on its draft recommendation concerning the amendment of the Agreement on Mutual 
Recognition in Relation to Conformity Assessment between the EU and New Zealand that seeks to improve 
and simplify its functioning. The rapporteur proposes consenting to the agreement. No amendments were 
tabled to the draft report. 

Calendar

19. Amendment of the Agreement on mutual recognition in relation to conformity 
assessment, certificates and markings between the European Community and Australia 

Votes

INTA will vote on its draft recommendation concerning the amendment of the Agreement on Mutual 
Recognition in Relation to Conformity Assessment, certificates and markings between the EU and Australia 
that seeks to improve and simplify its functioning. The rapporteur proposes consenting to the agreement. No 
amendments were tabled to the draft report. 

Calendar

20. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 774/94 of 29 March 1994 opening and 
providing for the administration of certain Community tariff quotas for high-quality beef, 
and for pig meat, poultry meat, wheat and meslin, and brans, sharps and other residues 

Votes

INTA will vote on the draft report on alignment of the Council Regulation (EC) No 774/94 on certain tariff 
quotas for certain meat and cereal products with the post-Lisbon regime of delegated and implementing acts. 
The report contains five amendments, no further amendments were tabled. 

Calendar
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21. Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 

Votes

The Committee will vote on its draft report on macro-financial assistance (MFA) to Kyrgyz Republic. The 
only amendment put forward by Rapporteur Vital Moreira concerns choice of the 'advisory procedure' for the 
adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding, thereby proposing to align the present proposal procedurally 
to the position adopted by the Parliament regarding the latest proposal for further MFA to Georgia, and 
previous mutually agreed MFA decisions to Ukraine and to Moldova. 

Calendar

22. EC-Israel Agreement: Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products 
(CAA), Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement 

Votes
INTA is expected to vote on the text of the oral question to the Commission. For more info see point 4. 

23. Establishing a European Neighbourhood Instrument 

Votes

The Committee will vote on its draft opinion on Establishing a European Neighbourhood instrument. 23 
amendments were tabled. 

Calendar

24. Amendment of Directive 2004/109/EC on the harmonisation of transparency 
requirements in relation to information about issuers whose securities are admitted to 
trading on a regulated market and Commission Directive 2007/14/EC 

25. Annual financial statements, consolidated financial statements and related reports of 
certain types of undertakings 

Votes

The Committee will vote on its opinions to the JURI Committee on the transparency and accounting directives. 
The stake is the public disclosure of payments made to governments by the extractive and logging industries. 
Amendments seek a clearer definition of the payments made to governments and of the notion of projects as 
well as a wider scope of disclosure and a better alignment of this reporting with the similar initiative in the US. 

Calendars

26. Small Business, Big World — a new partnership to help SMEs seize global opportunities 

Votes
The Committee will adopt its opinion on the internationalisation of Small Medium Enterprises (SMEs). Key 
areas of debate in the amendments are the idea of a legislative proposal to lay down binding commitments for 
policies in the field of EU SMEs' internationalisation, the definition of key third markets, the proposal of new 
EU-level solutions in the area of working capital and access to finance, and the support to proactive 
policies/programmes in support of selected SMEs. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 25-26/4/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2042(INI) - INTA/7/09053 Deadline for Ams: 10/5/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here.
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27. Establishing a Partnership Instrument for cooperation with third countries 

Votes
INTA will vote on a draft opinion on the Partnership Instrument that is intended to be a general instrument for 
fostering mainly economic and trade cooperation with third countries. INTA Committee is associated under 
Rule 50 of the Rules of Procedure to the legislative report by AFET. In total, there are 58 amendments to be 
voted, thereof 35 by the rapporteur and 23 by other Members.  

Calendar

28. Establishing common rules and procedures for the implementation of the Union's 
instruments for external action 

Votes
INTA will vote on a draft opinion on horizontal so-called "Common Implementing Regulation" that is 
applicable to all seven new external instruments, dealing with the implementation phase of those instruments. 
There are 19 amendments by the Rapporteur to be voted.  

Calendar

29. Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II) 

Votes
The committee will vote on the draft opinion to the AFET legislative report on the Instrument for Pre-
accession assistance (so-called IPA II). The instrument is designed to support candidate countries and potential 
candidates in implementing the necessary reforms required to bring the countries closer to the EU values, 
rules, standards, policies and practices with a view to Union membership. The draft opinion contains 10 
amendments; further 23 amendments were tabled. 

Calendar

30. Establishing an Instrument for Stability 

Votes
The committee will vote on the Instrument for Stability. On top of the 6 amendments of the rapporteur in its 
opinion on this legislative file, 10 amendments were introduced by other INTA Members. 

Calendar 

31. A Digital Freedom Strategy in EU Foreign Policy 

First exchange of views

On 8 February INTA co-organised together with AFET a workshop on internet freedom and security in EU 
foreign policy: the role of business. This was part of four workshops that AFET had organised. The others 
dealt with human rights and security issues. Marietje Schaake (ALDE) is currently drafting an INI report on 
Digital Freedom Strategy in EU Foreign Policy for AFET. Amelia Andersdotter (Greens) will draft an INTA 
opinion on this file. At the next meeting the rapporteur will present her ideas in the exchange of views and 
collect the views of the other groups in order to draft an opinion for the committee.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Amelia Andersdotter (Greens) Exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Cons. of a draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2094(INI) - INTA/7/09575 Deadline for Ams: 19/7/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here.
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 
 
 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Moldova 11 – 15 June, Brussels & 10-14 September, Chisinau & 19-
23 November, Brussels 

Georgia 25-29 June, Brussels & 24-28 September, Tbilisi & 26-30 
November, Brussels 

Mercosur 2-6 July, Brasilia 

Malaysia 24-28 September, Kuala Lumpur (tbc) 

Armenia 1-5 October, Brussels (tbc) & 3-7 December, Yerevan (tbc) 

Vietnam 8-12 October, Belgium (tbc) 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
 
Looming tit-for-tat on subsidies between EU and China? 

Europolitics reports that Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht warned China, on 31 May, that it needed to 
find a solution to unfair trade practices if it did not want the EU to make use of its trade defence instruments 
(TDIs). “There is a problem and we should either work on it together or it will end up before the WTO,” De 
Gucht told Chinese Minister of Commerce Chen Deming during a press conference in Brussels. Chen urged 
the EU “to avoid abuse of trade instruments” in what he described as “times of crisis”. 

In retaliation Xinhua of China says that Beijing is set to investigate if the EU is actually illegally subsidizing 
its industries. The industries include "agriculture, telecom equipment, wind energy, electrical and mechanical 
goods," and according to Chinese sources China has already "obtained sufficient evidence". 

For more on the looming tit-for-tat on subsidies between EU and China, see Europolitics; Reuters and Xinhuanet 

 
 
TDI measures currently in force 
 
On 30 April 2012, there were 117 anti-dumping and 10 countervailing measures in force. Furthermore, there 
are undertakings in force from 7 countries covering 6 products. At the end of April, 58 investigations were on-
going.  
  
List of new proceedings initiated by 14 June 2012: 
  
 Bicycles originating in the People's Republic of China (AS), OJ C 122, 27.4.2012 
 
 Welded tubes, pipes and hollow profiles originating in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, 

Turkey and Ukraine (AD), OJ C 96, 31.3.2012 
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 Certain organic coated steel products originating in the People's Republic of China, (AS), OJ C 52, 
22.2.2012, p. 4–12 

 
 Threaded tube or pipe cast fittings, of malleable cast iron originating in the People's Republic of China, 

Thailand and Indonesia OJ C 44, 16.2.2012, p. 33–43 
 
 Ceramic tableware and kitchenware originating in the People's Republic of China, (AD), OJ C 44, 

16.2.2012, p. 22–32 

More info 
Anti-dumping and anti-subsidy measures list 

WTO Dispute settlement - recent developments 

 
EU taking measures on trade restrictions imposed by Argentina 
  
EU has requested consultations with Argentina on its restrictive import measures affecting a wide range of 
products exported from Europe. More than 600 products are affected, such as electrical machinery, auto parts 
and chemical products. These measures inflict major losses to industry in the EU and worldwide and are 
against the non-discriminatory trade framework to which Argentina has signed up to. The country agrees to 
consultations with the EU.  
  
Latest DSU Developments as of 8 June 2012 
  
 In DS 395 (China - Raw Materials) the RPT for China to comply with the AB ruling has been agreed 

and will expire by 31 December 2012. 
 
 In DS 438 (Argentina – Measures affecting the importation of goods) the EU requested consultations 

with Argentina. 
 
 In DS 397 (EU-Fasteners)  the legislative changes to Article 9(5) of the EU Basic Anti-dumping 

Regulation necessary for the implementation of DSB rulings and recommendations have been adopted 
by the European Parliament (on 10 May 2012) and the Council (on 30 May 2012). The publication of 
those changes and their entry into force is expected in the course of the summer 2012 and, in any event, 
before the expiry of the agreed reasonable period of time for implementation (12 October 2012).  

 
 In DS405 (EU-Footwear) the reasonable period of time (RPT) to implement the Dispute Settlement 

Body recommendations and rulings was agreed with China. It expires at the same time as the RPT 
agreed in DS397 (EU-Fasteners) where the same implementing measures are needed. 

 
 In DS 396 (Philippines-spirits) the reasonable period of time (RPT) to implement the DSB 

recommendations and rulings was agreed with the Philippines. It expires on 8 March 2013. 
 
 In DS 294 and DS 350 (Zeroing) the US Department of Commerce released on 6 June 2012 its final 

determination in the Section 129 proceedings conducted in connection with the Roadmap addressing the 
zeroing disputes.  

T DSU DEVELOPMENTS AS OF 8 MAY 2012 
More info 
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Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Pending 
 

 Internal briefing note on Trade and economic relations with the PRC 
 External study on Economic significance of Russia's accession to the WTO 
 Internal briefing note on Trade and economic relations with the US 
 Internal briefing note on Financing SMEs' international trade and investment  
 External study on Study on public procurement 
 Internal briefing note on Trade and Economic relations with Russia 
 Country note on Vietnam 
 Country note on Indonesia 
 Country note on Malaysia 
 Country note on Japan 
 Country note on Korea 
 

Previous workshops and conferences 

 
Workshop on the Trans-Atlantic relations - 30 May 2012 (14:30-17:30 pm) 
 

A workshop "Transatlantic Economic Relations: Two heads are better than one" took place on 30 May, being 
co-organised by INTA Committee and DG EXPO's Policy Department. Panellists for the workshop included 
Mr Karel De Gucht, EU Commissioner for Trade, and Mr William Kennard, US Ambassador to EU, as well 
as number of academic speakers from both sides of the Atlantic: Prof. Daniel Hamilton, Prof. Adrienne 
Héritier, Prof. Erik Jones, Prof. Walter Mattli, Prof. Sophie Meunier, and Prof. Michael Plummer. 
 
The workshop focused both on the general ongoing discussions for possible future trade negotiations between 
EU and US, as well as on more concrete topics of trade and investment, and regulation and standardisation, 
underlining the important role that the European Parliament and the United States Congress could play in the 
process.  

The video recording of this workshop is available here. 
 
 
Conference on G20: An accountable agenda - 4 June 2012 (15.30 -18.30 pm) 
 
The INTA Committee contributed to the Conference on the G-20 agenda that took place in the European 
Parliament ahead of the Los Cabos G-20 Summit of Head of states and governments (18-19 June). The 
imbalances affecting international trade were at the heart of discussions of the second panel under the 
chairmanship of INTA chair Vital Moreira. The event demonstrated the large number of economic, financial 
and environmental issues that the G-20 aims at tackling and the challenges that this forum faces in order to 
have a significant impact on the global governance. The interventions of Members reflected the growing need 
for accountability of the G-20 towards the citizens and the conference emphasized the increasing parliamentary 
dimension that the G-20 needs. 
 
 
 

The video recording of this conference is available here.
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/committees/video?event=20120530-1430-COMMITTEE-INTA&category=COMMITTEE&format=wmv
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/ep-live/en/other-events/video?event=20120604-1530-SPECIAL-UNKN&category=SPECIAL&format=wmv


Upcoming workshops 
 

 Round table on the EU- Japan FTA (scoping exercise)  - 19 September 2012 (tbc) 
 Workshop on the Reform of the Trade Defence Instruments - 10 October 2012 (tbc) 
 Round table on the EU- Korea FTA  - 28 November 2012 (tbc) 
 Workshop/round table on the trade and economic relations with ASEAN 
 

Library briefings 
 

Consumer access to online content/ Library Briefing by Franziska Zibold, 30 May 2012, 4 p.  

"Practically every day, new devices, platforms and providers for accessing, downloading, streaming and 
creating internet content emerge around the world. But the copyrights, which protect a large part of that 
content, are mostly governed on a national basis. … The EU is in favour of global solutions and wants to 
facilitate consumer access." 
 
Arms Trade Treaty (ATT): final negotiations/ Library Briefing by Marta Latek, 8 June 2012, 1 p. 

"The first international treaty regulating sales of conventional arms is to be finalised in July 2012. Even if the 
ATT raises big expectations, the consensual procedure chosen for its adoption, coupled with contentious 
issues dividing participants, means that a 'lowest common denominator' treaty with limited scope and weak 
implementation may be the result." 

 

Databases 

 

The Library brings you online and mobile access to Financial Times articles with FT.com. Create your log-in 
from your EP workstation, using your official email, and access FT.com from everywhere! You can also 

access FT.com via Factiva. 

 
Learn how to best use this source by attending a training session with the FT 

experts on 25 June. Register here. 
 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Sustainable technology transfer: a guide to global aid and trade development/ Lidgard, Hans Henrik; Atik, Jeffery; 

Nguyễn, Tú Thanh. - Alphen aan den Rijn: Kluwer Law International, c2012, x-333 p., 
"There are more than eighty international agreements and many additional programmes dealing 
with technology transfer. Moreover, several international conventions require that aid programs, 
both to address acute emergencies and to assist in the longer-term building of viable 
infrastructures, be undertaken in specific and concrete ways. However, problems inevitably arise 
when good intentions are put to the test, particularly in connection with rights to the ownership 
of intellectual property assets." 

 
 
L'OMC et le régionalisme: le régionalisme africain/ Illy, Ousseny. - Bruxelles: Larcier, c.2012, 333 p. 

"Le régionalisme et l'universalisme ont toujours entretenu des rapports complexes dans les 
relations internationales. La volonté du second de mettre sous contrôle le premier remonte 
notamment au lendemain de la première guerre mondiale, où le régionalisme, à travers les 
alliances, a été indexé par les américains et de nombreux intellectuels comme une des causes 
ayant entraîné la guerre. L'ouvrage analyse ces rapports dans le domaine du commerce 
international." 
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Zwischen Blockade und Konsensverpflichtung - Akteursgruppen in der WTO/ Kabus, David. - Münster, Westf: Lit, 

304 p., 2012 
"Die WTO hat bislang als Liberalisierungsagentur enttäuscht. Die Ursachen dieser Entwicklung 
werden in dieser Untersuchung analysiert. Dabei liegt der Fokus auf dem Wechselspiel zwischen 
dem Entscheidungssystem der WTO und den Akteuren mit ihren überlappenden und wechselnden 
Konstellationen." 

 

 

Managing Multilateral Trade Negotiations: The Role of the WTO Chairman/ edited by Roberto Kanitz. - London, 
UK: Cameron May, 2010, 352 p.  

"This is the first book that brings to the limelight those that are responsible for mediating 
multilateral negotiations and reaching international agreements. The WTO Chairman has great 
powers in his hands and is the one person that is present in all the negotiation forums, formal or 
informal, trying to build bridges between WTO Members. This unique book gathered different 
perspectives from past and prese 

nt Chairmen and WTO negotiators." 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 
Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
 

Press releases 

 
EU-Japan trade talks: MEPs fear for EU car market  
Press release -  13-06-2012  
 
MEPs voiced concerns on Wednesday that a free-trade deal in the pipeline with Japan could harm the 
European car industry. In a resolution adopted by a huge majority they tell the Council to wait for 
Parliament's proposals before launching negotiations on the deal – which will have to be approved by 
Parliament.  
 
MEPs want human rights pledge before backing trade pact with Peru and Colombia  
Press release - 13-06-2012  
 
Peru and Columbia should pledge to protect human rights, labour rights and the environment before 
Parliament grants its consent for a trade pact with them in October - and the protection should preferably take 
effect before the pact does, say MEPs in a resolution passed on Wednesday.   
  
Parliament backs new EU trade preferences for countries in need 
Press release - 13-06-2012  
 
The EU's trade preference scheme for developing countries as of 1 January 2014 was voted into law by MEPs 
on Wednesday. Parliament backed plans to take high and upper-middle income countries out of the scheme, 
so that more can be done for poorer ones. MEPs also secured parliamentary oversight of decisions on which 
countries get preferences, stiffened safeguards for the EU textiles sector and extended product coverage to 
include minerals of particular value for some developing countries.  
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How working together on energy could increase the EU's power 
Article - 07-06-2012  
 
Energy not only fuels anything from cars to fridges, but it is also what keeps our economy moving. However, 
if the EU is to have reliable energy supplies at affordable prices, member states must agree on a common 
approach with external energy suppliers, warns Hungarian Social-Democrat Edit Herczog. She spoke to us 
ahead of a plenary vote on 12 June on her report setting out a strategy for EU energy cooperation with third 
countries.  
 
ACTA now rejected by four EP committees 
Press release - 05-06-2012  
 
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) was rejected on Monday by the Development Committee, 
the fourth committee advising the International Trade Committee to do so. These committees' positions are 
not binding on the Trade Committee, which adopts its own position as lead committee on 21 June.   
 
ACTA: four parliamentary committees come out against controversial agreement 
Article - 01-06-2012   
 
The controversial ACTA agreement has entered the critical final stage after three parliamentary committees 
voted on their recommendation on 31 May. The legal affairs committee voted against a draft opinion 
recommending approval, while the industry committee and the civil liberties committees approved reports 
recommending rejection. On 4 June the development committee also voted in favour of rejecting ACTA. We 
take a look at the last remaining steps.  
 
Trade MEPs back deals with Russia that improve trade terms for the EU 
Press release - 30-05-2012 
 
The international trade committee endorsed four agreements with Russia on Wednesday that give the EU 
exclusive trading benefits in four sectors — Russian wood exports, trade in car parts, duties on raw materials 
and the services market. The agreements pave the way for Russia to join the WTO.  
 
Trade pact with Peru and Colombia: Trade MEPs want stronger labour protection 
Press release - 30-05-2012  
 
The international trade committee called in a resolution on the EU's trade pact with Peru and Colombia for a 
binding road map to ensure labour, human rights and environmental protection to accompany the deal.  
 
EP calls for new EU-China partnership based on reciprocity 
Article -  24-05-2012  
 
China's meteoric economic rise and the barriers EU companies face when trying to enter the Chinese market 
have over the past decade led to a tripling of the EU trade deficit with the Asian giant. It is time for a new EU-
China partnership based on the reciprocity of rules and transparency in trade relations in order to defend the 
interests of European industry, argues a report by French Liberal-Democrat Marielle de Sarnez, which was 
adopted by the European Parliament on 23 May 2012.   
 
MEPs take aim at China's unfair trade practices 
Press release -  23-05-2012  
 
Parliament says the EU must act together to tackle unfair competition from China and restore balanced trade, 
in a resolution adopted on Wednesday. The first step, it believes, is to get a clear picture of China's 
penetration of EU economies and for this we need a body to monitor China's investment in EU firms and 
purchases of European sovereign debt.  
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Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
18-19 June (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) - Committee on 

Trade fifth annual session Geneva, Switzerland 
26-28 June WTO: Trade Policy Review Body - Colombia  
28 June Conference commemorating 30 years of the Legal Affairs Division at 

WTO and GATT  
2-4 July WTO: Trade Policy Review Body — Côte d'Ivoire, Guinea-Bissau and 

Togo  
Events calendar 2012 

Summits and Events 
 
17 June EU-Mexico Summit 
18-19 June G-20 Summit of Head of states and governments, Los Cabos  
20-22 June  United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development - 

Rio+20 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  
28-29 June European Council 
1 July  Mexico - Presidential & Legislative elections 
1 July-31 December  Cypriot Council Presidency 
7 July East Timor - Parliamentary elections 
5-9 July  21st OSCE PA Annual session (Monaco) 
July or later  EU-Japan Summit (Tokyo) 

More info 
 

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade Europe 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Danish Presidency 
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2012 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
July 11, 2012, from 09.00-10.30 and 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday July 12, 2012, from 9.00-12.30 in 
Brussels. The annual calendar can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
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