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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Wednesday June 20, 2012 (9.00-
12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30) and on Thursday June 21, 2012 (9.00-12.30) in Brussels. The following items were 
on the agenda. 

1. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
Exchange of views

Under regular item, Members were given an update about the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, in 
particular regarding the MFA Framework regulation (2011/0176(COD), rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE)), 
and the Emergency autonomous trade preferences for Pakistan (2010/0289(COD), rapporteur: Vital Moreira 
(Chairman, S&D)). 

2. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Consideration of a draft report

"Dual use items" are products and technologies of civilian nature that may be used for military purposes. The 
EU controls their exports in order to limit the risk of proliferation without hampering legitimate trade. The 
rapporteur has presented his draft report on proposed delegation of powers to the Commission to regularly 
update the EU dual-use export control list (Annex I of the "Dual use regulation") and, when needed, to 
discontinue "facilitated exports" to certain destinations by removing them from the scope of General Export 
Authorisations (Annex II).  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Christofer Fjellner (EPP) Exchange of views: 25-26/4/2012  
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Cons. of draft report: 20-21/6/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0310 (COD) - INTA/7/07664 Deadline for Ams: 22/6/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA  Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12 

Related documents can be found here.

3. Delegation visit to Peru-Colombia 
Presentation of a mission report

The Committee was briefed on the outcome of a two-Member delegation to Colombia and Peru from 31 May 
to 1 June 2012. The delegation took place following the adoption of a strong Resolution by Parliament on the 
EU-Colombia/Peru FTA, which inter alia, calls on the Andean countries to establish a transparent and binding 
road map on human, environmental and labour rights. The delegation, made up of Mário David (EPP) and 
Bernd Lange (S&D), was satisfied with the sense of commitment that both capitals showed.  
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4. EC-Israel Agreement: Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products 
(CAA), Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement  

Consideration of an oral question

INTA debated the content of a Rule 115 oral question which is intended at clarifying certain issues 
concerning, inter alia, the implementation of this agreement vis-a-vis the occupied territories. The oral 
question was tabled at the July plenary.  

5. Extension of the provisions of the EC-Uzbekistan Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement to bilateral trade in textiles 

Follow-up on the draft interim report

Half a year after the adoption in plenary of the interim-report on the EU Uzbek textile protocol, the 
Commission and EEAS, for the first time, came to INTA to report on the implementation of the 
recommendations of Parliament.  
 
The Commission and EEAS produced the same assessment. In accordance with the recommendations the 
Council and the Commission express their concerns in each meeting they have with the Uzbekistan 
government. Both representatives were hopeful that the Uzbek government would accept an ILO monitoring 
mission in the Autumn, be it on an expert level. INTA members were more hesitant, insisting that the EU 
should not just facilitate a dialogue between the ILO and Uzbekistan, but rather put pressure on Uzbekistan to 
accept the ILO terms. Once INTA would conclude that the recommendations have been met, it could then 
decide to restart the consent procedure to the textile protocol. This conclusion has not been drawn. 

6. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Consideration of amendments
The members of INTA considered the 8 additional amendments tabled to the draft report by rapporteur David 
Martin (S&D) on the amendment of Annex I of the so called 'Market Access Regulation'. Most of the 
discussion was focused on the possible deadline for when the amendment would enter into force and whether 
this would give sufficient time for concluding an EPA with the EU, with clearly divided opinions. The 
rapporteur had proposed an extension until 1 January 2016, others argued in favour of the Commission 
proposal of 1 January 2014, while others preferred not to set a deadline at all.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 25/1/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf Romero Consideration of a draft report: 25-26/4/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0260(COD) - INTA/7/07312 Deadline for Ams: 8/5/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Cons of Ams and adoption INTA: 20-21/6/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12  

Related documents may be found here
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7. Monitoring Group Activities 

INTA received feedback from the standing rapporteurs following bilateral trade relation on the meetings held 
since INTA's May Committee meeting. 

8. Achievements of the Danish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 

Ms. Olsen Dyhr expressed her great satisfaction at the level of cooperation achieved between the Danish 
Presidency and INTA. She referred to the successful conclusion of the BITs and the GSP trilogues and also 
gave an overview of the Common Commercial Policy challenges that lay ahead. A question and answer 
session with the Members ensued, with many expressing their positive feeling on relations with the Danish 
Presidency.  

9. EU SMEs' access to capital for internationalisation 
Hearing

To prepare for its upcoming report on this topic, the Committee held this hearing 
which gathered economists, practitioners and public-sector experts of the financing of 
SMEs' international trade and investments. The panellists argued that the precondition 
for SMEs to operate internationally was not only financing, but also information, 
adequate staff and competitiveness.  

The financing issue is equally important and reflects both the supply side (the reluctance of 
potential sources of financing, such as banks, to lend to SMEs for international activities, for a 
variety or reasons) and the demand side (the lack of information and of staff to look for and obtain 
financing). A few ideas were mentioned to tackle both issues of financing short-term financial 
needs and long-term projects. The discrepancy of needs between microenterprises and medium-
size companies will nevertheless have to be taken into consideration when proposing pragmatic 
solutions.  

10. Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, on the Anti-
Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) 

In view of the crucial vote on this file, Commissioner De Gucht addressed the 
Committee, highlighting the Commission's support for this Agreement and 
questioned the opportunity of the Committee/EP to vote on the agreement before 
the European Court of Justice expresses itself on it, as requested by the 
Commission. 

 

11. EU-Russia trade relations following Russia's accession to the WTO 

Consideration of motion for a resolution

The rapporteur presented his draft resolution, calling for cautious optimism with regards to the future of this 
bilateral relation. The shadows mostly shared his views though the resolution could have addressed in more 
details specific issues such as energy or a possible future free trade agreement. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Consideration of a draft resolution: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Deadline for Ams: 25/6/2012  
Procedure: 2012/2695(RSP) - INTA/7/09569 Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12  
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12. Motion for a resolution on the Commission recommendation concerning the Council 
decision on opening negotiations between the European Union and Japan 

Consideration of motion for a resolution

The Committee discussed the procedure in relation to the follow-up of Parliament's resolution adopted on 13 
June 2012 asking the Council not to authorise opening of the negotiations until Parliament has stated its 
position on the proposed negotiating mandate. Consequently, the Committee will produce a motion for 
resolution for the basis of Parliament's position on the proposed negotiating mandate. 

13. General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2013 - all sections 

First exchange of views

The rapporteur opened the discussion on the annual budget 2013, making an overview of the proposals of the 
Commission with regards to commitments and payment for 2013 in the main budgetary lines relevant for the 
INTA Committee.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Peter Šťastný (EPP) First exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2092(BUD) - INTA/7/09533 Deadline for Ams: 3/8/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: BUDG Planned adoption INTA: 3/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here. 

14. Votes 

1) Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the exclusion of a 
number of countries from the list of regions or states which have concluded negotiations 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 25 2 2 

2) Amendment of Council Regulations (EC) No 2008/97, (EC) No 779/98 and (EC) No 1506/98 in 
the field of imports of olive oil and other agricultural products from Turkey as regards the 
delegated and implementing powers to be conferred on the Commission 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 26 0 1 

3) EU/New Zealand Agreement amending the Agreement on Mutual Recognition in Relation to 
Conformity Assessment between the European Community and the New Zealand 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 29 0 0 
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4) Amendment of the Agreement on mutual recognition in relation to conformity assessment, 
certificates and markings between the European Community and Australia 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 29 0 0 

5) Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 774/94 of 29 March 1994 opening and providing 
for the administration of certain Community tariff quotas for high-quality beef, and for pig 
meat, poultry meat, wheat and meslin, and brans, sharps and other residues 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 28 0 0 

6) Macro-financial assistance to the Kyrgyz Republic 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft report as amended 24 1 4 

7) EC-Israel Agreement: Conformity Assessment and Acceptance of Industrial Products (CAA), 
Additional Protocol to the Euro-Mediterranean Agreement 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft question for oral answer  27 0 2 

8) Establishing a European Neighbourhood Instrument 
Rapporteur: María Auxiliadora Correa Zamora (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 22 3 4 

9) Amendment of Directive 2004/109/EC on the harmonisation of transparency requirements in 
relation to information about issuers whose securities are admitted to trading on a regulated 
market and Commission Directive 2007/14/EC 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 26 2 1 

10) Annual financial statements, consolidated financial statements and related reports of certain 
types of undertakings 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 15 16 0 

11) Small Business, Big World — a new partnership to help SMEs seize global opportunities 
Rapporteur:  Iuliu Winkler (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 26 2 2 

 7



12) Establishing a Partnership Instrument for cooperation with third countries 
Rapporteur: Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 24 4 2 

13) Establishing common rules and procedures for the implementation of the Union's instruments 
for external action 
Rapporteur: Laima Liucija Andrikienė (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 23 4 2 

14) Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA II) 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 24 2 4 

15) Establishing an Instrument for Stability 
Rapporteur: Damien Abad (EPP) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 24 4 0 

16) Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement between the EU and its Member States, Australia, 
Canada, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Morocco, New Zealand, Singapore, Switzerland 
and the USA 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) 
 
 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation 19 12 0 

15. A Digital Freedom Strategy in EU Foreign Policy 

Exchange of views

During the last INTA meeting, the INTA rapporteur for opinion presented her initial views on the file. The 
Commission and AFET rapporteur all looked forward to the text of the draft opinion to engage in further 
discussions. These will take place on 11- 12 July.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Amelia Andersdotter (Greens) Exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Cons. of a draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2094(INI) - INTA/7/09575 Deadline for Ams: 19/7/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here. 
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16. EU accession to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) 

Consideration of a working document

INTA has discussed a working document on the merits of possible EU's accession to the International Cotton 
Advisory Committee (ICAC). The document analyses the role of the ICAC, the importance of the global 
cotton value chain as well as the EU's policies in cotton production, trade and development assistance. The 
rapporteur is convinced that it is in the best interests of the EU to accede to the ICAC, as speaking with one 
voice would ensure both greater consistency of actions and bigger influence on "the cotton agenda". 
Nevertheless, the rapporteur expressed concerns regarding a possible erosion of the EU's voting rights and 
urged to safeguard adequate representation weight within this international commodity body via introduction 
of weighted voting. During the discussion MEPs called to further fight against trade distorting measures, 
strive for enhanced market transparency and sustainability, step-up efforts against human rights violations and 
environmental degradation throughout the cotton value chain.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) Exchange of views. 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Cons. of working document: 20-21/6/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0420(NLE) - INTA/7/08168 Planned cons. of draft report: 17-18/9/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 20/9/2012, 12.00 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12 

Related documents may be found here.

17. Union Customs Code (Recast) 
First exchange of views

INTA exchanged on a proposal for a Regulation (recast) laying down the Union Customs Code and replacing 
the current Modernised Customs Code (MCC) adopted in 2008 but not yet applicable. The recast proposes 
postponing the MCC application deadline until 31 December 2020 to allow for a more realistic 
implementation of new EU wide IT-based processes. Further, it aligns the current Regulation to the Lisbon 
Treaty as regards delegated and implementing acts, and lastly, adjusts some existing rules to recent 
developments in customs legislation and business modelling.  
 
INTA rapporteur, Vice-Chair Cristiana Muscardini pointed at disparities in Member States' customs control 
systems and called for their further harmonisation. Before the Committees on International Trade and Internal 
Market can adopt their views on the proposal, the Legal Affairs Committee has to establish that it entails no 
other substantive changes than those identified by the Commission. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (EPP) Exchange of views: 20-21/6/2012 
Responsible administrator: Hannariikka Nieminen Cons. of a draft opinion: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedure: 2012/0027(COD)- INTA/7/09109 Planned deadline for Ams: 20/9/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: IMCO Planned adoption INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: April 2013 (tbc) 

Related documents can be found here 
 
 
 

Back to Content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled on Wednesday July 11, 2012 (9.00-
12.30 and 15.00 - 18.30) and on Thursday July 12, 2012 (9.00-12.30). The meetings will be webstreamed, 
except for the in camera items. 
 

1. State of play of ongoing trialogue negotiations 

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, and in particular 
on MFA Framework Regulation (2011/0176(COD), rapporteur: Metin Kazak, ALDE), on which the first 
trilogue took place on 5 June and the second on 28 June, and on the Emergency autonomous trade preferences 
for Pakistan (2010/0289(COD), rapporteur: Vital Moreira, S&D), on which the first trilogue took place on 14 
June.  

2. Interim report in the interests of achieving a positive outcome of the Multiannual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020 approval procedure (2011/0177(APP)) 

First exchange of views

The rapporteur will open the discussion on the next Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020 with a view 
towards defining what could be the conditions for the Committee to recommend consent on the outcome of the 
negotiations between the institutions. The issues of the structure of the MFF; of its instruments and of its 
ceilings per heading will be of course discussed, so far as they influence the trade-related instruments covered 
under the Heading 4 for external actions. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Seyd Kamall (ECR) Exchange of views: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret  Planned cons. of draft opinion: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0177(APP) - INTA/7/09825 Deadline for Ams: 21.9., 18.00 
Lead committee: BUDG Planned adoption in INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12  

Related documents may be found here 

3. Procedures for applying the EC-Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement and the 
EC-Serbia Interim Agreement 

Consideration of draft report

INTA will consider the draft report by Iuliu Winkler (EPP) on the draft implementing Regulation to the 
EU/Serbia Stabilisation and Association Agreement (SAA) and the EU/Serbia Interim Agreement (IA). The 
Commission proposal aims at a correct and smooth application of both agreements by laying down detailed 
rules for the implementation of some of their provisions. Similar implementing regulations are in force with 
respects to the SAAs and IAs with other five Western Balkans´ countries (Croatia, FYROM, Albania, 
Montenegro and Bosnia and Herzegovina). Those regulations are currently subject to ´comitology´ alignment 
through the Trade Omnibus I. In his draft report, the rapporteur puts forward 8 amendments reflecting the 
changes brought about by the Trade Omnibus I report to the other Western Balkans´ implementing regulations 
with the aim of harmonising the ´comitology´ provisions throughout the trade legislation. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Iuliu Winkler (EPP) Cons. of draft report: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova  Deadline for Ams: 20/7/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2011/0465(COD) - INTA/7/08613 Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-12 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here 

4. Establishing a financing instrument for development cooperation 

Consideration of draft opinion
INTA will consider the draft opinion which rapporteur Helmut Scholz has drafted. The rapporteur has already 
drafted 51 amendments, reducing the enormous policy space the Commission had proposed for itself, allowing 
the legislature to take control of the main policy decisions regarding geographic and thematic areas of 
cooperation. Scholz also calls for attention for fair trade, domestic and regional trade, international labour 
standards and capacity building for trade unions. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE) Exchange of views: 29-30/5/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg  Consideration of draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0406(COD) - INTA/7/08335 Deadline for Ams: 19/07/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: DEVE Planned adoption in INTA: 3/9/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents may be found here. 

5. General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2013 - all sections 

Consideration of draft opinion

The rapporteur will present his draft opinion which takes over the orientations expressed in the opinion for the 
mandate for trilogue. This text emphasizes also the necessity to review the resources available to implement 
the ambitious trade policy agenda set out by the Commission and demanded by the INTA report on the trade 
policy under the EU2020 strategy. 

Calendar

6. A Digital Freedom Strategy in EU Foreign Policy 

Consideration of draft opinion

Rapporteur for INTA opinion on this file, Amelia Andersdotter (Greens), will present her views on the issue, 
as laid down in her draft opinion. She requests that the EU uses its influence to promote unrestricted access to 
an open internet, by making conclusions of trade agreements conditional on this. She also intends to get the EU 
to agree on a common line on intellectual property rights on the internet before entering into plurilateral 
agreements. Copyright protection should, according to her, be a tool to recognize and reward. Her draft 
opinion will be the subject of debate with shadows and the Commission. Amendments will need to be 
introduced by 19 July.  

Calendar

7. Monitoring groups 
Exchange of views

The Committee will receive the usual feedback from the various Monitoring groups shadowing bilateral trade 
relations on the meetings held since the last INTA meeting. Feedback is expected from the Monitoring groups 
on Japan, China and Mexico. 
 

 11

mailto:Iuliu.winkler@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Tatiana.mrazikova@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0465(COD)&l=en
mailto:Helmut.scholz@europarl.europa.eu
mailto:Leon.peijnenburg@europarl.europa.eu
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0406(COD)&l=en


8. Priorities of the Cyprus Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 

Presentation

Mr. Neoklis Sylikiotis, Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism of Republic of 
Cyprus, will be present to present to INTA the priorities and the expectations of the 
incoming Cypriot Presidency in the common commercial policy. The Minister is expected 
to expand, amongst other issues, on the ongoing bilateral negotiations and Cyprus' 
particular interest in deep and comprehensive free trade agreements with the Southern 

Mediterranean. 

9. Russia's Accession to the WTO and its Implications for EU-Russia Economic Relations 

Presentation of a study

This item is related to the accession of Russia to the World Trade Organization: the presentation of a study on 
the economic significance of Russia's accession to the WTO by its author, Dr Richard Connolly, from the 
University of Birmingham's Centre for Russian and Eastern European studies. The study highlights in 
particular the impact for the EU. 

Calendar

10. Exchange of views with Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, on the Interim Report 
by the EU-US High-Level Working Group for Jobs and Growth 

 
Karel De Gucht, Commissioner for Trade, will present the interim report of EU-US High-Level Working 
Group for Jobs and Growth. The High-Level Working Group is co-chaired by Commissioner De Gucht and 
US Trade Representative Ron Kirk, and was established by the Transatlantic Economic Council after the 
November 2011 EU-US Summit. It was tasked to identify policies and measures to increase trade and 
investment to support mutually beneficial job creation, economic growth, and competitiveness, working 
closely with public and private sector stakeholder groups, and drawing on existing dialogues and mechanisms, 
as appropriate. 
 
The High-Level Working Group has jointly analysed a wide range of potential options for expanding 
transatlantic trade and investment, and has, in its Interim Report (that was published on 20 June), reached a 
preliminary conclusion that a comprehensive bilateral trade and investment agreement – if negotiations 
undertaken, and if achievable – has the greatest potential for supporting jobs and promoting growth. The 
publication of the Interim Report has been inter alia welcomed in the Joint Statement of Presidents Obama, 
Barroso and Van Rompuy. 
 
The High-Level Working Group has entered the last leg of mapping out how to tackle any eventual negotiation 
to boost growth and jobs through EU-US trade partnership, and is expected to present its final report before the 
end of 2012. 

11. Award of concession contracts 

12. Public procurement 

13. Procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services 
sectors 

Joint debate

During its next meeting INTA will consider INTA's opinions on the Public Procurement package. The 
Commission has proposed 3 directives on Public Procurement meant to replace the current directives and to 
update the Public Procurement rules so as to make them simpler, more effective and better suited for a 
procurement strategy that protects social and environmental standards. Inevitably, any change to the Internal 
Market rules has an impact to the EU's international commitments in Public Procurement (mostly through 
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bilateral agreements and the GPA) and thus the Rapporteur is proposing amendments that bring this 
international element to the proposed directives. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Gianluca Susta (S&D) Exchange of views: 25-26/4/2012 
Responsible administrator: Andre Corrado Consideration of a draft opinion: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0439(COD) - INTA/7/08502 Planned deadline for Ams: 16/7/2012, 18.00 
Procedure: 2011/0438(COD) - INTA/7/08514 Planned adoption INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0437(COD) - INTA/7/08528 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  
Lead committee: IMCO  

Related documents may be found here: 2011/0439, 2011/0438 and 2011/0437 

14. Amendment of Decision 97/836/EC ('revised 1958 Agreement') 

15. Amendment of Council Decision 2000/125/EC ('parallel agreement') 

First exchange of views

At international level, the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) develops harmonised 
requirements for removing technical barriers to the trade in motor vehicles.  The EU vehicle type-approval 
system currently relies more and more on these UNECE Regulations, which are replacing EU legislation.  At 
the same time, the Union is internationally promoting the standards set by the UNECE.  The Commission 
proposes to simplify and expedite the procedures regarding these Regulations. Moreover, the basic Decisions 
need to be aligned with the changes to the Treaties. The INTA Rapporteur is Mr Vital MOREIRA. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Consideration of a draft reports: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedure: 2012/0099(NLE) - INTA/7/09490 Planned deadline for Ams: 20/9/2012, 18.00 
Procedure: 2012/0098(NLE) - INTA/7/09486 Planned adoption INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12  

Related documents may be found here: 2012/0099(NLE) and 2012/0098(NLE) 

16. Delegation to Cyprus, 18-19 June 2012  

Presentation of mission report

The Committee will receive feedback on INTA's delegation to Nicosia, Cyprus, that took place on 18-19 June 
2012. During its short stay, the delegation, composed of Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D), Peter Šťastný (EPP) 
and Ioannis Kasoulides (EPP), had the opportunity of meeting Mr. Neoklis Sylikiotis, Minister of Commerce, 
Industry and Tourism, Mr Yiannakis L. Omirou, President of the House of Representatives, Members of the 
Committee on Trade and Industry of the Cypriot Parliament as well as the Cypriot Chamber of Commerce and 
representatives of the main Trade Unions in Cyprus.  

17. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1225/2009 on protection against dumped 
imports from countries not members of the European Community 

Exchange of views 

On 2 February 2012, the European Court of Justice ruled that the sampling technique laid down in the basic 
antidumping Regulation may not be applied for the determination of claims of individual market economy 
treatment in antidumping proceedings.  In spite of the Court ruling, the use of the sampling techniques is not in 
breach of the obligations of the Union under the World Trade Organisation rules. Provisions clarifying that 
investigations can be limited to a reasonable number of producers by using samples also in market economy 
treatment examinations, determination of duties for producers outside the sample, and lifting the three month 
time limit are suggested to be introduced in the interest of legal certainty. INTA is likely to adopt the 
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Commission proposal in simplified procedure. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) Exchange of views: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure: 2012/0145(COD) - INTA/7/09812 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep/Oct-12 
Lead committee: INTA  

Related documents may be found here 

18. Agreement establishing an Association between the EU and its Member States, on the 
one hand, and Central America on the other 

Consideration of opinions

19. Implementation of the bilateral safeguard clause and the stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America 

Votes

Pablo Zalba (EPP), will present his opinions on the recommendation for consent and the interim report 
(associated to AFET under Rule 50) highlighting the trade and economic aspects of the Association Agreement 
with Central America. INTA Committee has been actively encouraging discussions on this important bi-
regional Agreement through a high-level hearing and relevant exchange of views, and also in the framework of 
INTA´s monitoring group for Central America, by holding meetings with all relevant Ambassadors, the 
Commission and representatives of civil society. On 25 June, the Council took the decision on the signature 
and provisional application of the Trade Part of the Agreement, following which the Agreement was signed in 
Tegucigalpa. The Council is now in the process of discussing the Decision on the conclusion of the Agreement 
and, once adopted, the EP will be officially seized for its consent to this mixed Agreement. INTA will also 
vote on the related procedure regarding the proposal for a regulation implementing the bilateral safeguard 
clause and the stabilisation mechanism for bananas, for which Jörg Leichtfried (S&D) is Rapporteur. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pablo Zalba Bidegain (EPP) Exchange of views: 1/3 2012 & 25-26/4/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Hearing: 27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0303(NLE) - INTA/7/07838 Cons. of a draft opinions: 11-12/7/2012 
Procedure to the interim report: INTA/7/09663 Deadline for Ams: 19/7/2012, 12.00 & 20/9/2012, 

18.00 
Lead committee: AFET Planned adoption INTA: 17-18/9/2012 & 10-

11/10/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jörg Leichtfried (S&D) Exchange of views: 29/2 - 1/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mercedes Rodriguez Cons. of a draft report: 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0263(COD) - INTA/7/07318 Deadline for Ams: 16/4/2012  
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of Ams: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12  

Related documents can be found here 
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20. Implementation of the bilateral safeguard clause and the stabilisation mechanism for 
bananas of the Trade Agreement between the EU and Colombia and Peru 

Votes

Members will also vote on the draft report on the implementation of the bilateral safeguard clause and the 
stabilisation mechanism for bananas of the Trade Agreement with Colombia and Peru. 15 extra amendments 
were submitted to the draft report by rapporteur Bernd Lange.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Bernd Lange (S&D) First exchange of views: 29/2-1/3/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Cons. of a draft report : 26-27/3/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0262(COD) - INTA/7/07320 Deadline for Ams: 16/4/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of Ams: 25-26/4/2012 
 Planned adoption INTA: 11-12/7/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Sep-12 

Related documents may be found here. 

21. Amendment of Regulation (EC) No 428/2009 setting up a Community regime for the 
control of exports, transfer, brokering and transit of dual-use items 

Votes
INTA will vote on the draft report concerning proposed delegation of powers to the Commission to regularly 
update Annexes I and II of the "Dual Use Regulation". In addition to 5 amendments introduced by the 
rapporteur, 17 amendments were tabled by other members. 

Calendar

22. EU-Russia trade relations following Russia's accession to the WTO 

Votes
The committee will vote on the drat resolution. 21 amendments were tabled. 
 

Calendar

23. Amendment of Council Regulation (EC) No 1225/2009 on protection against dumped 
imports from countries not members of the European Community 

Votes
For more info, please see the point 17. 

24. Agreement between the EU and the Republic of Moldova on the protection of 
geographical indications of agricultural products and foodstuffs 

Consideration of draft recommendation

INTA will consider under the consent procedure an agreement between the EU and the Republic of Moldova 
aiming at the mutual protection of geographical indications in order to improve the conditions of bilateral trade 
as well as to promote the quality in the food chain and stimulate the value for sustainable rural development. 
The agreement provides for a mutual protection of geographical indications protected in the respective Parties.  
 
The rapporteur is of the view that the EU interest is well protected in the Agreement. Moreover, Moldova is 
the EU Eastern Partner that might be, after Ukraine, next in line to conclude a Deep and Comprehensive Free 
Trade Agreement in the Framework of an Association Agreement with the European Union. The present 
agreement is paving the way for closer EU/Moldova trade relations and should be also supported in this 
context. The rapporteur therefore proposes to grant consent to the proposed agreement, according to the Art. 
218 TFEU. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D, Chairman) Consideration of a draft report: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Tatiana Mrazikova Planned deadline for AMs: 20/7/2012 at 12.00 
Procedure: 2012/0069(NLE) - INTA/7/09218 Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/9/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-12 (tbc) 

Related documents may be found here. 

25. Motion for resolution on EU Trade negotiations with Japan 

Consideration of draft motion for a resolution

The Parliament asked the Council on 13 June 2012 not to authorise the opening of the negotiations until the 
Parliament has stated its position on the proposed negotiating mandate. INTA will consider a motion for 
resolution in relation to theopening of free trade negotiations with Japan. The draft motion for resolution by the 
INTA standing rapporteur on Japan, Mr Metin Kazak (ALDE) suggests deepening its economic and trade 
relationships with major global economies such as Japan, it is crucial for the EU's jobs and growth, and that the 
EU-Japan FTA has the potential to lead to a win-win situation, which is beneficial for both economies. In 
relation to the concluded scoping exercise, the draft insists that greater ambition must be demonstrated by 
Japan on implementing the commitments made as regards removing of non-tariff barriers (NTBs). The draft 
also insists a binding review clause to allow for a thorough assessment of the implementation of the roadmaps 
to lifting the NTBs. In addition, effective bilateral safeguard measures to protect sensitive sectors such as the 
automotive and electronics industries should be put in place. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Metin Kazak (ALDE) Cons. of a draft motion for resolution: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Heikki Suortti Planned deadline for Ams: 18/9/2012, 12.00 
Procedure: 2012/2711(RSP) - INTA/7/09910 Planned adoption INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Oct-12 

26. Financing EU SMEs' trade and investment: facilitated access to credit in support of 
internationalisation 

First exchange of views

Following the hearing, the rapporteur will start presenting his assessment of the issue of financing EU SMEs' 
international activities. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Jan Zahradil (ECR) Exchange of views: 11-12/7/2012 
Responsible administrator: Nicolas Dorgeret Cons. of a draft report: 3/9/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2114(INI) - INTA/7/09002 Planned deadline for Ams: 27/9/2012, 18.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption INTA: 6/11/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Dec-12 

Related documents may be found here
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27. Exchange of views with the International Labour Organization on the state of play of the 
application of labour standards 

Exchange of views

Representatives of the International Labour Organisation will present the latest ILO experts' assessment of the 
evolution of the compliance by selected countries relevant for the EU trade agenda, such as Columbia, 
Pakistan, Uzbekistan, etc. with labour standards. 

 

28. Modification of concessions with respect to processed poultry meat between the EU, 
Brazil, and Thailand (Article XXVIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 1994) 

29. Implementation of the Agreements concluded by the EU following negotiations in the 
framework of Article XXVIII of GATT 1994, amending and supplementing Annex I to 
Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 on the tariff and statistical nomenclature and on the 
Common Customs Tariff 

First exchange of views

In June, the EU signed agreements with Thailand and Brazil (holding principle supplying and substantial 
interests) on the modification of concessions with respect to processed poultry. The negotiations under Article 
XXVIII of the GATT 1994 were conducted in order to offset a dramatic surge of processed chicken imports 
due to substitution effects, which negatively affected European poultry industry. Under the agreements, the EU 
would compensate for the increase of the duty by opening tariff rate quotas and allocating their substantial 
shares to Brazil and Thailand. The European Parliament will decide on giving consent to the two agreements. 
Furthermore, implementation of agreements requires amendment of the Regulation No 2658/87 on the tariff 
and statistical nomenclature and on the Common Customs Tariff. 

 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D, Chairman)) Exchange of views: 11-12/7/2012  
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Planned cons. of draft reports: 17-18/9/2012 
Procedures: 2012/0046(NLE) - INTA/7/09179  Planned deadline for Ams: 20/9/2012, 12.00 
& 2012/0054(COD) - INTA/7/09165 Planned adoption in INTA: 10-11/10/2012 
Lead committee: INTA  Planned adoption in plenary: Nov-12 

Related documents can be found here and here.

 

 
 

Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 
 
 

Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Mercosur  9th round, 23-27 July, Brasilia, Brazil 

Moldova 3rd round, 10-14 September, Chisinau, Moldova & 4th 
round, 19-23 November, Brussels, Belgium 

Georgia 3rd round, 24-28 September, Tbilisi, Georgia & 4th round, 
26-30 November, Brussels, Belgium 

Malaysia 24-28 September (tbc), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Armenia 2nd round, 1-5 October, Brussels, Belgium & 3rd round 3-7 
December (tbc), Yerevan, Armenia 

Vietnam 1st round, 8-12 October (tbc), Belgium 

 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

State of play on Trade Defence Instruments 

 
European Commission publishes 9th Annual Report on Third Country Trade Defence 
Actions  

The European Commission on 28 June published its 9th annual report to the European Parliament, providing 
an overview of trade defence actions undertaken by third countries against the European Union. The report 
highlights the efforts undertaken by the European Commission to ensure that third country trade defence 
proceedings potentially affecting EU exporters are carried out in accordance with the established rules of 
international trade. While the number of new trade defence investigations being carried out by third countries 
seems to be stabilising, the number of measures in force reached its highest level since the beginning of the 
global economic crisis in 2008, with a total of 146 measures in place in 2011. The complexity of the 
investigations is also increasing, which makes the European Commission's involvement more important in 
helping exporters to participate. 

Several positive results were achieved in 2011. A number of cases in which the European Commission 
intervened were terminated without measures being imposed or their negative impact reduced. In addition, the 
number of trade defence measures taken by the United States against EU exporters continued to fall and in 
early 2012, the EU and the US were able to resolve the long-running "zeroing" dispute. However, important 
problems still persist. In particular, trade defence measures imposed by China are a growing cause for 
concern. Further and even more intensive interventions will be necessary to solve them, including challenging 
their compatibility at WTO level if necessary. This process has begun on the X-ray scanners case where a 
WTO panel has been established at the beginning of 2012. While the European Commission fully respects the 
right of third countries to take trade defence measures, it continues to be concerned by the low standards 
applied by many investigating authorities.  
 
 9th report on third country trade defence actions against the EU  
 Annexes to the 9th report on third country trade defence actions against the EU 
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WTO Dispute settlement - recent developments 

 
EU requests WTO panel against China's export restrictions on rare earths 
 
The Union challenges China's export restrictions on a number of raw materials and follows a recent win at the 
WTO in a first challenge of similar export restrictions. While the export restrictions challenged this time are 
similar to the ones reviewed in the first WTO case (mainly export duties and export quotas), this second case 
covers a different set of raw materials: rare earths, tungsten and molybdenum. The EU believes that the 
restrictions imposed by China are incompatible with China's WTO commitments. Because of China's position 
as a leading producer of these materials, China's policies significantly affect the supply and prices of these 
materials creating competitive advantages for China's domestic manufacturing industry at the expense of 
manufactures abroad. 
 
What steps has the EU taken in this WTO case? 
 
The EU, jointly with the United States and Japan, requested consultations with China on 13 March 2012 after 
efforts to solve this over the past years without success. Consultations took place at the WTO in Geneva on 25 
and 26 April 2012. The consultations did not lead to a solution but confirmed the EU's concerns about China's 
WTO incompatible export restrictions. The EU therefore decided, together with the US and Japan, to further 
pursue litigation by requesting the establishment of a WTO panel. 
 
What is the procedure and what happens next? 
 
A request for the establishment of a panel is the second step in WTO dispute settlement proceedings, if 
consultations do not settle the dispute. The EU will request that this request be included on the agenda of a 
special meeting of the Dispute Settlement Body (DSB). China can reject the panel establishment at this first 
request. According to the procedures, the panel will then be established upon a second request by the 
complainants at the following DSB meeting. The next regular meeting is scheduled for 23 July 2012. Once the 
panel is established by the DSB, panel composition may take a couple of months and a ruling of the panel 
may be expected in 2013. 
 

Meetings held during week 22 

 
 May 30, 2012, Meeting with the Danish Minister for Trade and Investment Mrs Pia Olsen Dyhr, for 

an exchange of views on pending trade files in INTA. 
 
 May 30, 2012, Dinner with the Cypriot Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism Mr Neoklis 

Silikiotis, for an exchange of views on the forthcoming presidency. 
 
 May 31, 2012, Meeting with R. Lassus (French Permanent Representation to the EU) on the 

proposal aiming to facilitate the access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market 
in public procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and services to 
the public procurement markets of third countries 
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Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Delivered 
 External study on the Economic significance of Russia's accession to the WTO 
 Internal briefing note on the Protectionism in Argentina 
 Internal briefing note on the EU constrained by the G20 in Los Cabos 
 
Pending 
 Internal briefing note on the Trade and economic relations with the PRC 
 Internal briefing note on the Trade and economic relations with the US 
 Internal briefing note on the Financing SMEs' international trade and investment  
 External study on the G20: an Accountable Agenda? Which preconditions for global growth and 

employment? 
 Internal briefing note on the Trade and economic relations with Central Asia 
 External study on Public procurement 
 Internal briefing note on the Trade and Economic relations with Russia 
 Country note on Vietnam 
 Country note on Indonesia 
 Country note on Malaysia 
 Country note on Japan 
 Country note on Korea 
 External study on Investment protection 
 

Upcoming workshops 
 

 Round table on the EU- Japan FTA (scoping exercise) - 19 September 2012  
 Workshop on CETA (Canada) - 10 October 2012  
 Round table on the EU- Korea FTA - 16 October 2012  
 Workshop on the Reform of the Trade Defence Instruments - 28 November 2012 
 Workshop/round table on the trade and economic relations with ASEAN (tbc) 
 

Library briefings 

 
Prospects for the EU Emissions Trading System/ Library Briefing by GREGOR ERBACH, 27 June 2012, 6 p. 
The current price of carbon emissions in the EU is too low to encourage investment in low-carbon 
infrastructure. Several proposals have been made to bring the carbon price back to levels which incentivise 
‘clean’ investments". 
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New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Inévitable protectionnisme/ Dedieu, Franck; Masse-Stamberger, Benjamin; Tricornot, Adrien de. Gallimard, 2012, 256 p. 

"Le protectionnisme est le dernier tabou des élites européennes. Malgré la violence de la crise, la 
suprématie du libre-échange demeure une croyance indiscutée. C'est cette interdiction de 
débattre que les auteurs, journalistes économiques de la nouvelle génération, ont voulu lever 
dans ce livre sans a priori idéologique. Le constat est cruel: l'idéologie libre-échangiste, devenue 
hégémonique à la fin du siècle dernier, est aujourd'hui battue en brèche par les faits. Dans les 
pays en développement, l'amélioration du niveau de vie, réelle dans certains cas, s'est avérée 

illusoire dans beaucoup d'autres. Dans les pays développés, la mondialisation a creusé des inégalités qui 
menacent de corroder le tissu social de nos sociétés…" 
 
Transatlantic regulatory cooperation : the shifting rules of the EU, the US and California/  
Vogel, David, and Swinnen, Johan F. M., Edward Elgar, 2012 331 p. 

"This book analyzes the possibilities and constraints of regulatory cooperation between the EU and the US 
with a specific focus on environmental protection, food safety and agriculture, biosafety and 
biodiversity. Eleven essays by academics of regulation on both sides of the Atlantic. They 
explore topics such as the impact of federalism on regulatory policies both within the US and 
Europe, the transatlantic dynamics of water policy, climate change, pesticide and chemical 
regulation, and biotechnology."  
 
 

 
U.S. trade and investment policy 
Card, Andrew H; Daschle, Thomas; Alden, Edward H.; Slaughter, Matthew J. - New York: Council on Foreign Relations, 2011, 119 
p" 

The report calls for the Obama administration and Congress to "adopt a pro-America trade 
policy that brings to more Americans more of the benefits of global engagement, within the 
framework of a strengthened, rules-based trading system." The growth of global trade and 
investment has brought significant benefits to the United States and to the rest of the world. But 
U.S. leadership on international trade has waned in recent years because of deep domestic 
political divisions over trade policy that arise largely from the very real economic difficulties too 
many Americans face, acknowledges the Task Force." 

 
The European Union's foreign economic policies: a principal-agent perspective 
Dür, Andreas; Elsig, Manfred. - London: Routledge, 2012, 144 p. 

"The European Union is a key actor in international economic governance. Through its foreign 
economic policies it plays a central role in the negotiation of international trade agreements, the 
global regulation of the financial services sector, and the provision of aid to developing 
countries. This book shows how principal-agent theory can be used to shed new light on this 
complex of policy areas." 
 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade, Contact - Nils 
Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 / Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
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Press releases 

 
ACTA before the European Parliament 
Background - 04-07-2012  
 
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA) was rejected by the European Parliament on 4 July 2012, 
by 478 votes to 39, with 165 abstentions. Parliament could not amend the ACTA, but only approve or reject it. 
Its rejection means that neither the EU nor its individual member states can join the agreement.  
 
Better terms for EU firms in trade deals with Russia 
Press release - 04-07-2012 
 
EU firms will now enjoy better terms when doing business with Russia, under three deals endorsed by MEPs 
on Wednesday. While the agreements do not preclude any new commitments by the EU they do improve 
terms for EU car-part makers, manufacturers that depend on raw materials from Russia and service providers 
setting up in Russia, notably in the maritime-transport sector.  
 
European Parliament rejects ACTA 
Press release - 04-07-2012  
 
The Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA), was rejected by the European Parliament on Wednesday, 
and hence cannot become law in the EU. This was the first time that Parliament exercised its Lisbon Treaty 
power to reject an international trade agreement. 478 MEPs voted against ACTA, 39 in favour, and 165 
abstained.  
 
ACTA under fire ahead of crucial vote 
Press release - 03-07-2012  
 
A majority of MEPs expressed serious concerns about anti-counterfeiting treaty ACTA in a plenary debate 
ahead of Wednesday's vote on whether or not to grant consent, which could kill the treaty as far as the EU is 
concerned. They were divided on whether it would be right to wait for a European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
opinion on the agreement's compatibility with EU treaties.   
 
Expand EU free trade eastwards, say MEPs 
Press release - 03-07-2012  
 
The EU must build deep and comprehensive free trade areas with its eastern neighbours to help them pursue 
democracy and prevent conflicts in the region, says a resolution passed by MEPs on Tuesday. Parliament 
makes specific recommendations to each of the six ex-USSR countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine) in the EU's Eastern Partnership.  
 
ACTA debate: MEPs disagree about the best way forward 
Article - 02-07-2012   
 
Although most MEPs rejected ACTA on Wednesday 4 July, some of them believed it would have been better 
to postpone the vote. The Commission asked the European Court of Justice in May to check the agreement 
does not violate European legislation. Some MEPs argued it would be better to wait for the Court's ruling, 
while others said there was no need as they felt there were already sufficient grounds for a rejection. We 
asked two MEPs about their position on ACTA.  
 
David Martin on ACTA: law negotiated in secret is usually bad law 
Article - 02-07-2012  
 
The controversial ACTA agreement was rejected by the Parliament on 4 July, meaning it will not enter into 
force in the EU. British Labour MEP David Martin, who was responsible for steering the text through 
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Parliament, asked MEPs to turn it down in his recommendation. We spoke to him before the vote took place 
about ACTA, lessons to be learnt and possible next steps.  
 
Customs needs better tools to enforce intellectual property rights 
Article - 29-06-2012  
 
Pirated and counterfeit products cost European businesses €250 billion a year and some pose a risk to health 
and safety. One way to protect EU markets and consumers is to prevent them from entering the EU and 
customs authorities are best placed to do that. On Monday 2 July MEPs discussed a report by German Liberal 
Jürgen Creutzmann on how to strengthen customs enforcement of intellectual property rights.   
 
Parliament should say NO to ACTA, says International Trade Committee 
Press release - 22-06-2012  
 
Parliament should say NO to the Anti-Countefeiting Trade Agreement (ACTA), said the International Trade 
Committee in a vote on Thursday. Nineteen MEPs voted against ACTA, and twelve in favour, with no 
abstentions.  
 
Developing countries need more time to ratify new EU trade agreements, say MEPs 
Press release - 22-06-2012  
 
Trade committee MEPs called on the Commission on Thursday to give struggling African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) countries two more years for negotiations on their Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) 
before withdrawing their free access to the EU market.  
 

Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
23 July Dispute Settlement Body 
24-26 July Trade Policy Review, Singapore  
25-26 July General Council  
31 August Dispute Settlement Body  
19-21 September Trade Policy Review: Republic of Korea  
24-26 September Trade Policy Review: Bangladesh  
24-26 September WTO Public Forum 2012 — Is Multilateralism in Crisis?  
25 September Dispute Settlement Body  

Events calendar 2012 
Summits and Events 

 
July or later EU-Japan Summit (Tokyo) 
14 August (tbc) Kenya - Presidential elections 
26-28 August  21st Baltic Sea Conference (St Petersburg , Russia) 
August (tbc) Kazakhstan - Parliamentary elections  
September WTO - Public Forum (Geneva)  
8-9 September G8-Speakers' Forum, (USA) 
September 5th EU-South Africa Summit (Brussels) (tbc) 
Mid-September - end of 
October 

67th UNGA (New York, USA) general debate + ministerial 
week 

More info
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Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet & E-Cmmittee 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Cyprus Presidency 
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2012 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Monday 
September 3, 2012, from 09.00-10.30 and 15.00-18.30 and on Monday September 17, 2012, from 15.00-18.30 
and on Tuesday September 18, 2012, from 9.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30 in Brussels. The annual calendar 
can be found here.  

Back to Content 
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