
Leyla Zana: In Turkey the change is not about laws but about moral point of 
view

Sakharov Prize winner, first Kurdish woman chosen in parliament and political activist 
Leyla Zana said the lack of will to implement laws causes human rights violations in 
Turkey. During the discussion in the joint meeting of Human rights subcommittee and 
Women's rights committee on Wednesday morning she raised especially the lack of 
prisoner's rights, rule of law, violence against women and the situation of Kurdish 
people. 

The MEPs expressed their concern on variety of human rights problems in Turkey. 
"Legislation on human rights hasn't been implemented and lot remains to be done", said the 
chair of Women's rights committee Mikael Gustafsson (GUE/NGL, SE) noting that the topic is 
important keeping an eye on negotiations on Turkey's possible accession into European 
Union.

"Legal procedures in Turkey take far too long [--], the capacity of prisons is too low and this is 
the case also with the people who run them", said Ms. Zana. She pointed out the problems 
women face in prison such as sexual harassment and denial of health care both from women 
and also from hundreds of children staying in prisons with their mothers. 

The chair of the human rights committee, Barbara Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, DE) noted that 
the prisons should be inquired by national human rights institution on which Turkey has 
recently passed a law.

Many MEPs like Mariya Gabriel (EPP, BG) and Bauer asked on women's role in society and 
decision making. "A common problem of violence against women is due to ignorance and 
lack of education", Ms. Zana noted saying that education on gender and equality should be 
started as early age as possible and that women need to be able to control their lives 
themselves. "If women are to be political power [in Turkey] the basis is their economical 
independence", she said.  
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Vice-chair of Delegation to the EU-Turkey Joint Parliamentary Committee Maria Eleni Koppa 
(S&D, EL) described Ms. Zana as "postive force". "Each time we invest in people like her we 
invest in peace. This is why Turkey should listen to her as well", she said. 

In May, Turkish court sentenced Ms. Zana to 10 years in prison in for spreading propaganda 
on behalf of the Kurdish People's Party (PKK) militant group in her speeches 2007 and 2008. 
Before that, she had already spent a decade in jail, between 1994 and 2004. She won 
Sakharov Price in 1995 but was able to receive it only 2004.

She was elected in Turkish parliament again in June 2011.
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