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The Legambiente Observatory 
on environmental crimes


 

October 1994: Legambiente set up the Observatory on 
the environmental crimes, working with its 1.000 local 
groups, advisers and lawyers


 

In 1994 Legambiente published the first Ecomafia 
Report. From 1997 Ecomafia Report became annual


 

Legambiente collaborates with law enforcement, public 
prosecutor’s offices, the Antimafia National Bureau 
(where a specific team on ecomafia crimes has been 
created) and Italian Parliament (a Inquiry Commission 
on Ecomafia has been created since 1995) and the Italian 
Custom Agency


 

It’s probably unique example in the world



‘Ecomafia’ and ‘Ecomostro’, two new italian words 
coined by Legambiente


 

Ecomafia: The term was coined for the first time by 
Legambiente in 1994 and from 1999 is part of the 
Zingarelli, the most diffuse Italian dictionary


 

In 2001, also the word Ecomostro (‘architectural 
buildings that ruins the surrounding environment’), coined 
by Legambiente in 1999, was introduced into the 
italian dictionary


 

Thanks to Legambiente's efforts to awaken the public 
opinion to the problem by dossiers, petitions, factual 
accounts and legal action, the fight against the illegal 
traffic and disposal of waste, illegal excavations and 
unauthorised building has made important 
progress, but the "ecomafia" phenomenon is still the main 
obstacle in defeating environmental illegality.



Ecomafia Report 2012



Environmental crimes in Italy in 2011


 

Total amount of environmental crimes: 33.817
(92 per day, 3,8 per hour)


 

Arrests: 305


 
Complaints registered: 27.969


 

Seizures: 8.765


 
Involved mafia clans: 296 (+6 than 2010)


 

Estimated business: 16,6 billions € (25% of the total 
mafia’s business amount)


 

The majority of crimes (47,7%) are committed in 
the four Italian regions traditionally related to 
Mafia: the first one is Campania (5.327 infractions), 
then Calabria (3.552), Sicily (3.552) and Apulia (3.345)



Environmental crimes in Italy in 2011

Illegalità Ambientale 2011
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Illegal buildings in Italy in 2011



 

6.662 crimes have been discovered 


 

8745 people have been denounced (almost 4 a day)


 

25.800 cases of unauthorized buildings have been 
recorded



 

Illegal business is around 1,8 billion €



Pizzo Sella (Palermo - Sicily)

Illegal buildings in Italy



Illegal buildings in Italy 

Alimuri, Vico Equense (Naples)



Illegal buildings in Italy 

Falerna (Calabria)



Illegal buildings in Italy 

Torre Mileto Village (Lesina - Apulia)



Environmental crimes in Italy in 2011


 

In 2011 forest fires devastated more than 60 thousand 
hectares of forest


 

Crimes against wildlife (trade of protected species, 
illegal skin trade, poaching, dogfights, illegal horse-race, 
illegal slaughter) have increased of 28% with 7.494 
infractions reported


 

The historical, artistic and archaeological heritage 
has been seriously attacked, with an increase of 13,1 % in 
the number of discovered thefts


 

As regards the food supply chain the number of crimes 
has increased threefold (13.867 crimes) from 2010 



Illegal trafficking of waste in Italy (1997-2006)

In 2006, according to the data of Ministry of 
Environment, 31 million tons of hazardous 

wastes disappeared in Italy (representing the 
difference between the total amount of special waste 

and that legally disposed) 



For example, in 2006 For example, in 2006 

a a ““newnew”” mountain of special waste, 
mountain of special waste, 

30.000 m2 large and 3.100 m high, 
30.000 m2 large and 3.100 m high, 

appeared in Italy (like Etna volcano in Sicily)
appeared in Italy (like Etna volcano in Sicily)




 

According to the available data 
on waste illegally trafficked  
coming from investigastions 
(most of them are unknown), 
2,4 millions tons of special 
waste were seized by law 
enforcement in 2010 and 
2011


 

This quantity needs 96.030 
trucks to be transported


 

If we imagine these trucks on 
an Italian highway, they 
would cover the road from 
Reggio Calabria to St. 
Morizt, Switzerland 

Illegal trafficking of waste in Italy (2010-2011)



Litorale Domizio Flegreo
e Agro Aversano (Campania)



Troia (Apulia)



Paliano (Lazio)

Milan (Lombardy)



Crotone (Calabria)



Rieti (Lazio) 



Viterbo (Lazio)



Caserta (Campania)



An Italian best practice 
against illegal trafficking of waste


 

In 2001 the Italian Parliament approved a law with the 
new crime of “organized activity of illegal waste trade” (art. 
53 bis, Dlgs 22/97) (now art. 260, Dlgs 152/2006).


 

Thanks to the new legislation, the italian fighting against 
illegal trafficking of waste became more efficient


 

This article allows investigators to use appropriate 
investigative tools (such as wiretappings and electronic 
surveillance) against criminals and enables them to arrest 
those suspected of trafficking, to recourse to international 
rogatories and to ask for prescription times longer than 
the rest of environmental crimes (all administrative crimes) 



An Italian best practice 
against illegal trafficking of waste

Since 2002:


 
199 investigations have been completed


 

676 companies involved 


 
87 Public prosecutor offices have been involved


 

1.229 arrests


 
3.654 complaints registered


 

23 foreign countries involved (10 in Europe: Austria, 
Bulgaria, France, Germany, Greece, UK, Norway, Russia, 
Hungary, Turkey)



International illegal trafficking of waste from Italy


 

In 2011 Italian Customs Agency seized 7.400 tons of 
hazardous waste leaving for abroad


 

In the last 3 years Italian Customs seized more than 
40.000 tons of hazardous waste leaving for foreign 
countries (mainly South East Asia (China and Hong 
Kong) and Africa)


 

Italian companies pay about 60.000 € to dispose legally 
a container of 15.000 tons of hazardous waste. The 
same amount of waste can be disposed illegally for 
5.000 € in eastern countries.


 

The fight against illegal trafficking of waste must The fight against illegal trafficking of waste must 
be strengthened in all EU countriesbe strengthened in all EU countries



International illegal trafficking of waste (Italy, 2011)



International illegal trafficking of waste (Italy, 2011)



Export of plastic waste from EU (2011)



Final proposals


 

Strengthening and simplifying the entire Italian 
sanctioning system regarding the Protection of the 
Environment through Penal Law; a result that is possible 
through the introduction of specific crimes in the Penal Code 
along the lines of the EU Directive 2008/99/EC and several 
bills of parliamentary initiative, and the simultaneous 
decriminalization of other cases under the current legislation;


 

Strengthening the activity of the World Customs 
Organization in fighting against the international trafficking 
of wastes;


 

Strengthening the important activities carried out by 
European bodies such as Europol and Eurojust, and by 
international bodies such as Interpol and UNICRI, of 
prevention and fighting of illegal trafficking of waste, and 
more generally the phenomenon of transnational 
environmental crime



Thank you for the attention!

MEPs who wants to receive a copy of the report “Ecomafia 2012” (in 
Italian) can contact the “Observatory on environmental crimes” of 

Legambiente at the number +390686268396 or by e-mail to 
a.pergolizzi@legambiente.it


	Diapositiva numero 1
	Diapositiva numero 2
	Diapositiva numero 3
	Diapositiva numero 4
	Diapositiva numero 5
	Diapositiva numero 6
	Diapositiva numero 7
	Diapositiva numero 8
	Diapositiva numero 9
	Diapositiva numero 10
	Diapositiva numero 11
	Diapositiva numero 12
	Diapositiva numero 13
	Diapositiva numero 14
	Diapositiva numero 15
	Diapositiva numero 16
	Diapositiva numero 17
	Diapositiva numero 18
	Diapositiva numero 19
	Diapositiva numero 20
	Diapositiva numero 21
	Diapositiva numero 22
	Diapositiva numero 23
	Diapositiva numero 24
	Diapositiva numero 25
	Diapositiva numero 26
	Diapositiva numero 27
	Diapositiva numero 28
	Diapositiva numero 29
	Diapositiva numero 30

