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Human rights: MEPs have high expectations of new EU envoy
External relations

The EU's new strategy for promoting human rights must be duly implemented, 
scrutinized and given proper visibility, Foreign Affairs and Human Rights MEPs 
told EU Special Representative for Human Rights Stavros Lambrinidis on his first 
day in office on Monday.

"I am delighted that this new office has been introduced," said Foreign Affairs Committee 
Chair Elmar Brok (EPP, DE), underlining that the strategic framework for human rights, 
agreed by the Council over the summer, should provide its substance. The fact that Mr 
Lambrinidis, himself a former MEP and Vice-President of the Parliament, met MEPs on 
his first day in office raises hopes for "a demonstration of accountability of our human 
rights policy", he added.

Implementation is vital

"This is a very ambitious human rights package which reflects the strong political will" of 
the EU to promote human rights, said Human Rights Subcommittee Chair Barbara 
Lochbihler (Greens/EFA, DE). "Implementation will be crucial," she added, asking the 
special representative to stay in regular contact with MEPs.

Mr Lambrinidis paid tribute to Parliament's "persistent demands for years" for the 
creation of his post. Parliament is "an institution of passion and compassion", which, 
together with "vision and realism accompany this new framework," he told MEPs. 

Human rights as the "root of the problem or part of the solution" to conflicts

"Human rights are either at the root of the problem or a fundamental element of the 
solution" of major conflicts, Mr Lambrinidis said, adding that he would strive to achieve 
the "highest, not the lowest, common denominator" in ensuring that the EU speaks with 
one voice on human rights.

Increase the visibility, coherence and effectiveness of EU action

The new envoy's mandate aims to enhance the visibility, coherence and effectiveness of 
EU human rights policy. "Effectiveness is key," Mr Lambrinidis said, stressing that "if we 
are effective, visibility will follow." He also promised to focus on the needs of people on 
the ground and on crisis situations. "Human rights should be at the top of my agenda no 
matter which country is concerned," he pledged.

In debate, MEPs stressed that EU human rights activities must be consistent inside and 
outside the Union, avoid double standards, ensure respect for freedom of expression and 
religion, and be undertaken in cooperation with other international bodies such as the 
Council of Europe and the UN. 



Background

The post of the EU Special Representative for Human Rights was created in response to 
Parliament's long-standing request. Mr Lambrinidis was formally appointed on 25 July by 
EU foreign policy chief Catherine Ashton. He took office on 1 September, with an initial 
mandate running until 30 June 2014.

Mr Lambrinidis, 50, is an attorney, a former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Greece and a 
former Vice-President of the European Parliament.
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