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This September meeting of the Committee on 
Legal Affairs is the first after the summer break, 
and will see the Committee stepping up work 
on a number of pieces of legislation, but also 
holding a final vote on others.

Firstly, on Monday afternoon, Ms Thein will be 
presenting her two draft reports on the mutual 
recognition of decisions relating to matrimonial 
property and property in registered 
partnerships. This is a major issue for citizens 
as it will allow for the easier resolution of some 
legal problems which may arise when couples 
own property in several Member States.

Secondly, Ms Regner will be leading an 
exchange of views on the proposal for a statute 
of the European Foundation. This project is of 
essential importance for furthering the social 
aspect of the European Union, as it aims to give 
foundations cross-border rights similar to 
those which profit-making companies already 
have.

Thirdly, on Tuesday morning, Mr Karim will be 
presenting his draft reports on the audit 
package, which aim to improve the European 
legislative framework for statutory audit whilst 
ensuring that the burden for small and 
medium-sized businesses is as small as 
possible.

Fourthly, Ms Lichtenberger will also be 
presenting her draft initiative report on the 
application of EU law, which emphasises the 
importance for citizens of ensuring that EU law 
is effectively enforced, and encourages the 
Commission to use all the measures at its 
disposal to do so.

As far as votes are concerned, the Committee 
will state its position on the package covering 
financial statements (Mr Lehne) and 
transparency requirements (Ms McCarthy), 
thus allowing the legislation to pass on to the 
next stage.

AT THIS MEETING
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1.  ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT AGENDA

2.  ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE CHAIRMAN

3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF 
THE MEETING OF:

 18-19 June 2012
 9-10 July 2012

4. DECISIONS IN MATTERS OF 
MATRIMONIAL PROPERTY REGIMES

Procedure 2011/0059 (CNS)
Basic doc COM(2011)0126
Rapporteur Alexandra Thein
Opinions LIBE/Evelyne Gebhardt

FEMM/Marina 
Yannakoudakis

Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views (I) 21.06.2011
Consideration of 
working document

21.11.2011

Draft report 17.09.2012
Deadline for amend. 24.09.2012

5. DECISIONS REGARDING THE PROPERTY 
CONSEQUENCES OF REGISTERED 
PARTNERSHIPS

Procedure 2011/0060 (CNS)
Basic doc COM(2011)0127
Rapporteur Alexandra Thein
Opinions LIBE/Michael Cashman, 

FEMM
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views (I) 21.06.2011
Consideration of 
working document

21.11.2011

Consideration of 
request to Fundamental 
Rights Agency

01.03.2012

Presentation of opinion 
of Fundamental Rights 
Agency

18.06.2012

Draft report 17.09.2012
Deadline for amend. 24.09.2012

At this meeting, the rapporteur on both proposals, 
Alexandra Thein, is going to present her draft 
reports on these two files concerning the property 
rights of international couples.

The two Commission proposals from March 2011 
aim at clarifying the rules covering the property 
rights of international couples, containing, in one 
text, rules on jurisdiction, applicable law and the 
recognition and enforcement of decisions as 
regards matters of matrimonial property regimes, 
and in the other text, on applicable law and the 
recognition and enforcement of decisions 
regarding the property consequences of registered 
partnerships. The Commission explains the fact 
that two separate proposals have been submitted 
with the distinctive features of marriage and 
registered partnerships.

Council has made some, but slow progress on the 
files, with the Cypriot Presidency now intensifying 
work in the Council working groups.

The rapporteur, at this meeting, will present her 
amendments to the two proposals to the 
Committee: as regards matrimonial property 
regimes, she suggests in particular a number of 
clarifications as regards the scope, a restructuring 
and clarification of the rules on applicable law and 
a clear orientation towards other instruments in 
the area of cooperation in civil matters – such as 
the recently adopted Regulation on wills and 
succession, as well as the Brussels I Regulation, 
currently being recast.

As regards the property regimes for registered 
partnerships, she proposes to a large extent 
parallel rules to the ones on married couples, in 
particular opening the possibility for a choice of 
law also for registered partnerships. The absence 
of choice of law in the Commission proposal had 
been the subject of an opinion requested by 
Parliament upon initiative of JURI from the 
Fundamental Rights Agency in Vienna which 
found that the Commission has not sufficiently 
justified the differentiation between married 
couples and registered partnerships.

In both draft reports, the provisions on 
recognition, enforceability and enforcement of 

ORDINARY MEETING OF 17 - 18 SEPTEMBER 2012
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decisions as well as authentic instruments and 
court settlements are proposed to be aligned with
the Regulation on Wills and Successions. 

6. STATUTE FOR A EUROPEAN 
FOUNDATION

Rapporteur Evelyn Regner
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

CULT/Nadja Hirsch

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 17.09.2012

The Commission presented on 8 February 2012 a 
proposal for a European Foundation Statute with 
the aim of creating a single European legal form 
(the ‘European Foundation’ (FE)) which would be 
fundamentally the same in all Member States and 
exist in parallel with domestic foundations. The 
Statute focuses on public benefit purpose 
foundations.

Main requirements for the FE would be, for 
instance, that each FE would need to prove its 
public benefit purpose, cross-border dimension 
and that it possesses the minimum founding 
assets of €25 000. An FE could be either set up 
from scratch, or by converting a national 
foundation into a European Foundation or 
through a merger of national foundations. An FE 
would acquire a legal personality upon its 
registration in a Member State. As regards taxes, 
European Foundations will benefit from the same 
tax regime as the one applicable to domestic ones. 
Donors supporting European Foundations will be 
entitled to the same tax benefits as if they were 
donating to a foundation established in their own 
Member State. 

Discussions in Council have only just started. 
Under the relevant legal basis, Article 352 TFEU, 
unanimity is required in Council and Parliament's 
consent would have to be obtained.

At this meeting, the rapporteur, Evelyn Regner, 
will lead a first exchange of views.

7. INTRODUCTION, ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE ACCESSION OF CROATIA, OF SPECIAL 
TEMPORARY MEASURES FOR THE 
RECRUITMENT OF OFFICIALS AND 
TEMPORARY STAFF OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION

Procedure 2012/0224 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2012)0377
Legal basis Article 336 TFEU
Rapporteur Dagmar Roth-Behrendt
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Draft report 17.09.2012
Deadline for amend. 28.09.2012
Adoption JURI 11.10.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY tbd

This regulation, as proposed by the Commission, 
provides, in connection with the accession of 
Croatia, for a derogation to the general rules on the 
recruitment of European Union staff.

Traditionally, the requirements have been 
temporarily adjusted when countries have joined 
the Union, in order to allow for 'positive 
discrimination' in favour of acceding countries. The 
Commission now proposes to do the same for 
Croatian citizens.

In particular, competitions held under this 
derogation will be for essential Croatian linguistic 
staff (translators, interpreters, editors, proofreaders 
and press officers), as well as for generalist 
administrators and assistants.

This regulation is quite urgent, as it should be in 
place at the latest by the time Croatia joins the 
European Union; otherwise, recruitment to 
linguists' posts in particular will be jeopardised, 
impairing the institutions' capacity to work in 
Croatian, which will then be an official language.

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present the 
draft report, proposing that the regulation should be 
adopted without amendment.

8. AWARD OF CONCESSION CONTRACTS 

Procedure 2011/0437 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)897
Rapporteur Raffaele Baldassarre 
Administrator respons. Pasquale Ciuffreda
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Philippe Juvin

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 30.05.2012
Consideration of draft 
opinion

17.09.2012

Deadline for amend. 24.09.2012
Adoption JURI 26.11.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 10.12.2012
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ADOPTION PLENARY tbd

The Committee on Legal Affairs will consider a 
draft opinion on the report of the Committee on 
Internal Market and Consumer protection on the 
Proposal for a Directive of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on the award of 
concession contracts.

The absence of clear rules at Union level 
governing the award of concession contracts 
gives rise to legal uncertainty and to obstacles to 
the free provision of services, and causes 
distortions in the functioning of the Internal 
Market.

An adequate legal framework for the award of 
concessions would ensure effective and non-
discriminatory access to the market for all EU's 
economic operators as well as legal certainty, 
favouring public investments in infrastructures 
and strategic services to the citizen.

The draft opinion tabled by the Rapporteur Mr 
Raffaele Baldassarre aims to provide for clarity on
the legal framework applicable to the award of 
concessions and to clearly define the scope of this 
framework. In this context, the rapporteur 
proposes to simplify the calculation of the 
estimated value of concessions, to clearly limit the 
duration of the concession and to better define
the award of concessions.

9. ESTABLISHMENT OF 'EURODAC' FOR THE 
COMPARISON OF FINGERPRINTS (RECAST)

Procedure 2008/0242(COD)
Basic doc COM(2008)0825
Rapporteur Francesco Enrico Speroni
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee LIBE

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Adoption JURI 17.09.2011

The Consultative Working Party of the three Legal 
Services (European Parliament, Commission and 
Council) examined the proposals for recast above 
and concluded that the proposals did not 
comprise any substantive amendments other 
than those identified as such therein or in their
opinions. The Working Party also concluded, as 
regards the codification of the unchanged 
provisions of the earlier acts with those 
substantive amendments, that the proposals 

contain a straightforward codification of existing 
texts, without any change in their substance. 

Under Rule 87 of the Rules of Procedure, when a 
Commission proposal recasting Union legislation 
is submitted to Parliament, that proposal shall be 
referred to the committee responsible for legal 
affairs and to the committee responsible for the 
subject matter. 

The committee responsible for legal affairs shall 
examine the proposal in accordance with the 
Interinstitutional Agreement of 28 November 
2001 on a more structured use of the recasting 
technique for legal acts and Rule 87 of the Rules 
of Procedure with a view to verifying that it 
entails no substantive changes other than those 
identified as such in the proposal. 

VVOOTTEE
LLeeggaall bbaassiiss ((RRuullee 3377))

10. COMMON FISHERIES POLICY

Procedure 2011/0195(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0425
Rapporteur for opinion Eva Lichtenberger
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Committee PECH 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 17.07.2012
Adoption JURI 17.07.2012

By letter of 3 July 2012, the Chair of the 
Committee on Fisheries requested an opinion 
from JURI under Rule 37 on the legal basis for the 
proposed regulation on the Common Fisheries 
Policy (COM(2011)0425).

The legal basis of the proposal is Article 43(2) 
TFEU, which provides for the ordinary legislative 
procedure to be applied. Amendments have been 
tabled in PECH seeking to introduce as a legal 
basis Article 349 TFEU, which concerns specific 
measures related to the outermost regions and 
which provides for a special legislative procedure 
to be applied under which Parliament is 
consulted. 

PECH is therefore asking JURI whether Article 
43(2) constitutes the sole appropriate legal basis, 
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or alternatively whether it is possible for that 
Article to be adopted as a joint legal basis 
together with Article 349 TFEU, in particular 
considering that they provide for different 
legislative procedures to be applied.

At this meeting, the committee will adopt its 
opinion.

VVOOTTEE
LLeeggaall bbaassiiss ((RRuullee 3377))

11. ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
FOR CONSUMER DISPUTES AND AMENDING 
REGULATION (EC) NO 2006/2004 AND 
DIRECTIVE 2009/22/EC (DIRECTIVE ON 
CONSUMER ADR)

Procedure Rule 37 
Rapporteur Eva Lichtenberger
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of a legal 
basis

17.09.2012

Adoption JURI 17.09.2012

The proposal for a directive on alternative 
dispute resolution for consumer disputes 
(COM(2011)0793) was presented by the 
Commission on the basis of Article 114 TFEU and 
was accordingly submitted to Parliament under 
the ordinary legislative procedure. The 
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer 
Protection (IMCO) adopted its report on 10 July 
2012. The Legal Affairs Committee, associated 
with IMCO under Rule 50, adopted its opinion on 
19 June 2012. 

By letter of 16 July 2012, IMCO asked the 
Committee on Legal Affairs, pursuant to Rule 37 
of the Rules of Procedure, to give its opinion on 
the appropriateness of adding Article 169 to 
Article 114 TFEU as a legal basis, given that an 
amendment to this effect has been adopted in 
IMCO.

The Committee will give its opinion in this 
meeting. 

VVOOTTEE
LLeeggaall bbaassiiss ((RRuullee 3377))

12. EUROPEAN GLOBALISATION 
ADJUSTMENT FUND (2014-2020)

Procedure Rule 37 
Rapporteur Eva Lichtenberger
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of a legal 
basis

17.09.2012

Adoption JURI 17.09.2012

The proposal for a regulation on the European 
Globalisation Adjustment Fund (2014-2020) was 
presented by the Commission on the basis of 
Article 175(3) TFEU as well as Articles 42 and 43,
and was accordingly submitted to Parliament 
under the ordinary legislative procedure. The 
Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 
(EMPL) is currently considering the proposal.

By letter of 30 August 2012, EMPL asked the 
Committee on Legal Affairs, pursuant to Rule 37 
of the Rules of Procedure, to give its opinion on 
the appropriateness of deleting Article 42 and 43 
TFEU from the legal basis, on the grounds that an 
amendment to this effect is contained in the 
EMPL draft report.

The Committee will give its opinion in this 
meeting. ,

IN CAMERA

13. REQUEST FOR THE WAIVER OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY OF MARTIN 
EHRENHAUSER

Procedure 2012/2152(IMM)
Legal basis Protocol on Privileges and 

Immunities, Art. 9
Rapporteur Bernhard Rapkay
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Notice to Members 72/2012



Number 8/2012-7L 6 Thursday, 13.09.2012

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 17.09.2012
Hearing 17.09.2012 

At the sitting of 2 July 2012, the President 
announced, under Rule 6(2) of the Rules of 
Procedure, that he had received a letter from the 
public prosecutors in Vienna (Austria) requesting 
the waiver of the parliamentary immunity of 
Martin Ehrenhauser.

The President referred the request to the 
Committee on Legal Affairs under Rule 6(2).

At this meeting, the Committee will hold a hearing 
and an exchange of views.

IN CAMERA

14. DISPUTES INVOLVING PARLIAMENT

Procedure Rule 128(4)
Standing rapporteur Antonio López-Istúriz 

White
Administrator Susanne Knöfel

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 17.09.2012
Adoption JURI 17.09.2012

The Committee will discuss in camera:
– the possible submission of observations by 
Parliament before the Court of Justice in Case C-
291/12, Schwarz, in defence of the validity of 
Article 1(2) of Council Regulation (EC) No 
2252/2004 of 1 December 2004 on standards for 
security features and biometrics in passports and 
travel documents issued by Member States1 as 
amended by Regulation (EC) No 444/2009 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council of 28 
May 2009 amending Regulation (EC) No 
2252/20042;
– the possible submission of observations by 
Parliament before the Court of Justice in Case C-
293/12, Digital Rights Ireland, in defence of the 
validity of Directive 2006/24/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on 15 March 2006 
on the retention of data generated or processed in 
                                               
1 OJ L 385, 29.12.2004, p. 1.
2 OJ L 142, 6.6.2009, p. 1.

connection with the provision of publicly 
available electronic communications services or 
of public communications networks3;
– the submission of written observations to the 
European Court of Justice in the review 
procedure C-334/12 RX. 
– the possible submission of oral observations in 
Case C-370/12 "Pringle" - Preliminary reference 
from the Irish Supreme Court, concerning the 
validity of European Council Decision 
2011/199/EU amending Article 136 TFEU with 
regard to a stability mechanism for Member 
States whose currency is the euro.
– the possible submission of written observations 
to the European Court of Justice in Case T-
296/12, The Health Food Manufacturers' 
Association v Commission, in defence of the 
validity of Regulation (EC) No 1924/2006 on 
nutrition and health claims made on foods.
– the possible intervention of Parliament in Case 
C-350/12 Council v Sophie in't Veld concerning 
the appeal lodged by the Council on 24 July 2012 
further to the judgement of the General Court of 4 
May 2012 in Case T-529/09 concerning an action 
against the partial disclosure of a Council legal 
opinion (document 11897/09) relating to 
negotiations between the EU and the United 
States of America on the so-called SWIFT 
Agreement. 

IN CAMERA

15. VERIFICATION OF CREDENTIALS:

Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner Lehne
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 17.09.2012
Adoption JURI 17.09.2012

The President has announced to the plenary that 
the competent French authorities have given 
notice of the appointment of the following as 
Members of the European Parliament, with effect 
from the dates shown below:

 Mr Eric ANDRIEU, as from 16 May 2012

                                               
3 OJ L 105, 13.4.2006, p. 54.
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 Ms Nora BERRA, as from 16 June 2012
 Mr Jean-Jacob BICEP, as from 16 May 

2012
 Mr Jean Louis COTTIGNY, as from 17 June 

2012
 Ms Isabelle THOMAS, as from 16 May 

2012
 Mr Karim ZERBI, as from 16 May 2012

These Members replace the following as a result 
of incompatibility within the meaning of Article 7 
of the Act of 20 September 1976:

 Mr Damien ABAD
 Mr Kader ARIF
 Mr Pascal CANFIN
 Ms Estelle GRELIER
 Mr Stéphane LE FOLL
 Mr Vincent PEILLON

The President has also announced to the plenary 
that the competent Finish authorities have given 
notice of the appointment of the following as 
Member of the European Parliament, with effect 
from the date shown below:

 Mr Nils TORVALDS, (to replace Mr Carl 
HAGLUND), as from 5 July 2012;

According to Rule 3 of the Rules of Procedure, on 
the basis of a report by the JURI Committee, 
Parliament shall verify the credentials without 
delay and rule on the validity of the mandate of 
each of its newly elected Members. Parliament 
will also rule on any dispute referred to it 
pursuant to the provisions of the Act of 20 
September 1976, except those based on national 
electoral laws.  It is not possible to confirm the 
validity of the mandate of a Member unless the 
written declarations required on the basis of 
Article 7 of the Act of 20 September 1976 and 
Annex I to the Rules have been made.  Until such 
time as a Member's credentials have been verified 
or a ruling has been given on any dispute, the 
Member shall take his seat in Parliament and on 
its bodies and shall enjoy all the rights attaching 
thereto.

16. CHAIR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CONCERNING COORDINATORS' DECISIONS 

VVOOTTEE

17. AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE
2004/109/EC ON THE HARMONISATION OF 
TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS IN 
RELATION TO INFORMATION ABOUT 
ISSUERS WHOSE SECURITIES ARE 
ADMITTED TO TRADING ON A REGULATED 
MARKET AND COMMISSION DIRECTIVE 
2007/14/EC

Procedure 2011/0307 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0683
Legal basis Arts 50 and 114 TFEU
Rapporteur Arlene McCARTHY
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

ECON/Sirpa 
PIETIKÄINEN (associated 

committee), 
AFET/Franziska 

BRANTNER, DEVE/Fiona 
HALL, INTA/Helmut 

SCHOLZ

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 19.12.2011
Draft report 27.3.2012
Hearing 26.4.2012
Deadline for amend. 8.5.2012, noon
Consideration of amend. 18.06.2012
Consideration of 
compromise 
amendments

10.07.2012

Adoption JURI 19.09.2012
Adoption Plenary October 2012

The proposal for amendment of the 
Transparency Directive forms part of the package 
of measures to support entrepreneurship and 
responsible business presented by the 
Commission on 25 October 2011.

The existing Transparency Directive requires 
issuers of securities traded on regulated markets 
within the EU to ensure appropriate transparency 
through a regular flow of information to the 
markets, in particular by publishing periodic 
financial information and ongoing information on 
major holdings of voting rights.

Following a report of 2010 on the operation of 
the Transparency Directive, the Commission has 
proposed to modify the Transparency Directive 
as regards the following main elements: in order 
to reduce the administrative burden linked to 
listing on regulated markets and to encourage 
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long-term investments, the requirement to 
publish interim management statements and/or 
quarterly reports would be abolished. 
Furthermore, as regards notification of major 
holdings, the proposal would now require the 
aggregation of holdings of shares with holdings of 
financial instruments for the calculation of 
notification thresholds. The proposal would, at 
the same time, provide for greater harmonisation 
for notification of major holdings.

In parallel to the proposals to amend the 
Accounting Directives, the proposal to revise the 
Transparency Directive also includes a country-
by-country reporting requirement, i.e. a new 
obligation for large extractive and logging 
companies to report the payments they make to 
governments,x and thus complements the 
proposed amendments to the Accounting 
Directives in order to include all companies which 
are listed on EU regulated markets.

The vote at this meeting will now establish the 
JURI position on the file.

VVOOTTEE

18. ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS, 
CONSOLIDATED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
AND RELATED REPORTS OF CERTAIN 
TYPES OF UNDERTAKINGS

Procedure 2011/0208(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0684
Legal basis Article 50(1) TFUE
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner Lehne (EPP)
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta de Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur JURI
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON / Wolf Klinz (ALDE)
INTA / no opinion

DEVE / Hall Fiona  (ALDE)
AFET / Franziska 

Katharina Brantner 
(Verts/ALE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 19.12.2011
Draft Report 26-27.3.2012
Deadline for amend. 8.5.2012
Consideration of amen. 18-19.6.2012
Compromise 
amendments

9-10.7.2012

Adoption JURI 18.9.2012

On 25.10.2011 the Commission published a 
proposal for a Directive on the annual financial 

statements, consolidated financial statements and 
related reports of certain types of undertakings.

The proposal repeals the current Accounting 
Directives (4th and 7th company law directives), 
replacing them and their subsequent 
amendments with a single new Directive.

The proposal introduces a specific regime for 
small companies in order to reduce their 
administrative burden when they prepare their 
financial statements. It also harmonises 
thresholds to ensure that the administrative 
burden reduction actually reaches all small 
companies in the EU.

The Commission proposes new reporting 
requirements for large companies and public 
interest entities active in the extractive industry 
or in the logging of primary forests. These 
companies shall now disclose the payments they 
make to governments in each country where they 
operate and for each project, where the payment 
has been attributed to a certain project and when 
material to the recipient government. 

The rapporteur, Klaus-Heiner Lehne presented 
his draft report on 26.3.2012.

On 26 April the Committee held a hearing on the 
"Review of the Accounting and Transparency 
Directives: the new country by country reporting 
requirements", which gave the opportunity to 
Members to listen to the point of view of the civil 
society and the industry.

166 amendments have been tabled in addition to 
101 presented by the rapporteur.

The opinions of ECON, AFET and DEVE 
committees are available. INTA rejected the 
opinion.

The rapporteur presented his compromise 
amendments at the meeting of 9-10 July.

The adoption of the United States SEC rules for 
Section 1504 of the Dodd-Frank Act on disclosure 
requirements for the extractive industry on 22 
August 2012 has triggered a break through in the 
negotiations and allowed the groups to reach a 
compromise.

At this meeting the Committee will vote.
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VVOOTTEE

19. INTERIM REPORT IN THE INTERESTS 
OF ACHIEVING A POSITIVE OUTCOME OF 
THE MULTIANNUAL FINANCIAL 
FRAMEWORK 2014-2020 APPROVAL 
PROCEDURE 

Procedure 2011/0177(APP)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0403
Rapporteur for opinion Dagmar Roth-Behrendt 

(S&D) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta de Reales
Lead Comm./rapporteur BUDG / Reimer Böge 

(EPP)/Ivailo Kalfin (S&D)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Consideration of the 
draft opinion

18-19.06.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

4.07.2012 noon

Vote in JURI 18.09.2012
ADOPTION INTERIM 
REPORT LEAD 
COMMITTEE

18.10.2012

On 29 June 2011 the Commission presented  a 
proposal for a Council Regulation laying down the 
multiannual financial framework (MFF) for 2014-
2020 and a proposal for a new Interinstitutional 
Agreement (IIA) on cooperation in budgetary 
matters. 

This proposal for the MFF Regulation, 
accompanied by the draft IIA, represents the legal 
transposition of the Commission Communication 
on "A Budget for Europe 2020". It will be 
complemented by a proposal amending the 
Commission's proposal for a Regulation on the 
financial rules applicable to the annual budget of 
the Union in order to introduce a few new 
provisions which are part of the package of 
proposals for the 2014-2020 financial 
framework.

The Committee on Legal Affairs is dealing with 
two files linked to the MFF: the Justice 
programme for 2014 to 2020 under Rule 51 with 
the LIBE Committee, and the Staff Regulations.

In her draft opinion, Dagmar Roth-Behrendt 
stresses that the development of the area of 
Justice needs to be guaranteed by an effective 
legislation and adequate financial allocations. She 

also insists on the importance of striking the right 
balance between making savings and ensuring 
that the EU Institutions are able to perform their 
tasks and duties in accordance with their 
obligations and powers under the Treaties. 

3 amendments were tabled to the draft opinion. 
At this meeting, the Committee will vote.

VVOOTTEE

20. SAFETY OF OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS 
PROSPECTION, EXPLORATION AND 
PRODUCTION ACTIVITIES

Procedure 2011/0309 (COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0688
Rules of Procedure Rule 50
Rapporteur Eva Lichtenberger
Administrator respons. Pasquale Ciuffreda
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Ivo Belet

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 30.05.2012
Consideration of draft 
opinion

10.07.2012

Deadline for amend. 19.07.2012
Adoption JURI 18.09.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 09.10.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY tbd

The Committee on Legal Affairs will vote a draft 
opinion by Eva Lichtenberger to the report of the 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy on 
the Proposal for a Regulation of the European 
Parliament and of the Council on safety of 
offshore oil and gas prospection, exploration and 
production activities.

Under Rule 50 of Rules of Procedure, the 
Committee on Legal Affairs has exclusive 
competence to amend articles of the legislative 
text concerning liability for environmental 
damage.

In total 22 amendments have been tabled to this 
draft opinion that aim to define better in which 
cases the holder of an authorisation to carry out 
offshore operations pursuant to Directive 
94/22/EC is liable for the prevention and 
remediation of environmental damage caused by 
offshore oil and gas activities. 
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In fact, inter alia, in the draft opinion it is explicitly 
indicated that entities applying for authorisation 
for offshore oil and gas activities shall fully 
disclose evidence of financial and technical 
capacity and any other relevant information 
related to the area concerned and the particular 
stage of exploration and production operations, 
and make such evidence publicly available.

VVOOTTEE

21. SPECIFIC PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTING 
HORIZON 2020 – THE FRAMEWORK 
PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION (2014-2020)

Procedure 2011/0402(CNS)
Basic doc COM(2011)0811
Legal basis Article 182(4) TFEU
Rapporteur Piotr Borys
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Maria Da Graça 

Carvalho 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.04.2012
Draft opinion 18.06.2012
Deadline for amend. 27.06.2012
Adoption JURI 18.09.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 22.10.2012

This proposal for a decision concerns the Specific 
Programme implementing the 2014-2020 
Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation, entitled 'Horizon 2020'.

The Legal Affairs Committee is issuing an opinion 
on this matter. The committee's interest in this 
proposal mainly concerns ethical aspects, as the 
committee is responsible for ethical issues 
concerning new technologies.

The rapporteur's draft opinion is therefore 
concentrated on that aspect.

The committee will, at this meeting, vote on the 
draft opinion. No amendments have been tabled, 
the vote is therefore a simple yes/no vote on the 
entire text.

VVOOTTEE

22. RESEARCH AND TRAINING 
PROGRAMME OF THE EUROPEAN ATOMIC 
ENERGY COMMUNITY (2014-2018) 
COMPLEMENTING HORIZON 2020 – THE 
FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME FOR 
RESEARCH AND INNOVATION

Procedure 2011/0400(NLE)
Basic doc COM(2011)0812
Legal basis Article 7 EURATOM
Rapporteur Piotr Borys
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Peter Skinner 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.04.2012
Draft opinion 18.06.2012
Deadline for amend. 27.06.2012
Adoption JURI 18.09.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 22.10.2012

This proposal for a regulation concerns the 
Euratom counterpart of the 2014-2020 
Framework Programme for Research and 
Innovation, entitled 'Horizon 2020'.

The Legal Affairs Committee is issuing an opinion 
on this matter. The committee's interest in this 
proposal mainly concerns ethical aspects, as the 
committee is responsible for ethical issues 
concerning new technologies.
The rapporteur's draft opinion is therefore 
concentrated on that aspect.

The committee will, at this meeting, vote on the 
draft opinion. No amendments have been tabled, 
the vote is therefore a simple yes/no vote on the 
entire text.

VVOOTTEE

23. HORIZON 2020 – THE FRAMEWORK 
PROGRAMME FOR RESEARCH AND 
INNOVATION (2014-2020)

Procedure 2011/0401(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0809
Legal basis Articles 173(3) and 

182(1) TFEU
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Rapporteur Piotr Borys
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Lead Comm./rapporteur ITRE/Teresa Riera 

Madurell 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 26.04.2012
Draft opinion 18.06.2012
Deadline for amend. 27.06.2012
Adoption JURI 18.09.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. 22.10.2012

This proposal for a regulation is the main 
instrument for the 2014-2020 Framework 
Programme for Research and Innovation, entitled 
'Horizon 2020'.

This is, of course, a major legislative instrument 
with a view to the attainment of the Lisbon 
objectives.

The Legal Affairs Committee is issuing an opinion 
on this matter. The committee's interest in this 
proposal mainly concerns ethical aspects, as the 
committee is responsible for ethical issues 
concerning new technologies.

In particular, the legislative proposal contains 
provisions concerning stem cell research. The 
rapporteur's amendments aim to ensure that 
ethical principles are strictly adhered to.

The committee will, at this meeting, vote on 
the draft opinion. A number of amendments 
have been tabled, mostly concerning the issue 
of regulating embryonic stem cell research.

VVOOTTEE

24. ESTABLISHING THE RIGHTS AND 
CITIZENSHIP PROGRAMME 2014-2020

Procedure 2011/0344(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0758
Legal basis Art 19(2), 21(2), 114, 168, 

169, 197 TFEU
Rapporteur Klaus-Heiner Lehne
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Lead Comm./rapporteur LIBE/Kinga Göncz
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

BUDG, EMPL, IMCO, 
FEMM, PETI 

Draft Report 07.06.2012
Draft Opinion 26.06.2012

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 10.07.2012
Deadline for amend. 18.07.2012
Adoption JURI 18.09.2012
Adoption Lead Comm. tbd
ADOPTION PLENARY tbd

The regulation establishing the Rights and 
Citizenship Programme 2014-2020 is an 
important text in the field of justice and home 
affairs. The Rights and Citizenship Programme 
will replace current programmes covering 
fundamental rights, citizenship, justice, the fight 
against domestic violence, gender equality and 
antidiscrimination.

The regulation is part of the multiannual financial
framework for 2014-2020. It mainly concerns the 
responsibility of the LIBE Committee, but the JURI 
Committee has decided to issue an opinion in 
view of the importance of the matter.

The rapporteur's opinion is broadly supportive of 
the Commission proposal, but proposes some 
minor amendments to make the objectives and 
targets more precise, and also specify that 
delegated acts should be used rather than 
implementing acts for the annual work 
programmes under the Programme.

At this meeting, the Committee will vote on the 
draft opinion. Only the rapporteur has tabled 
amendments.

VVOOTTEE

25. COMPLETING THE DIGITAL SINGLE 
MARKET

Procedure 2011/2030(INI)
Basic doc COM(2011)0942
Rapporteur Angelika Niebler
Administrator respons. Susanne Knöfel
Lead Comm./rapporteur IMCO/Pablo Arias 

Echeverría

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Presentation of draft 
opinion

18./19.6.2012

Deadline for amend. 27.6.2012, noon
Adoption JURI 17./18.9.2012 
Adoption Lead Comm. 11.10.2012
Adoption Plenary November 2012
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The own-initiative report drawn up by the IMCO 
Committee to which JURI will provide an opinion 
responds to the European Commission's 
Communication of 11 January 2012 on "A 
coherent framework for building trust in the 
Digital Single Market for e-commerce and online 
services". In line with the "Digital Agenda" and 
the "Single Market Act" and following a public 
consultation, the Communication sets out the 
Commission's vision for the potential represented 
by online services in growth and employment, 
identifies the principal obstacles to the 
development of e-commerce and online services, 
and establishes 5 priorities, accompanied by an 
action plan.

In detail, the priorities identified by the 
Commission are the following:
– developing the legal and cross-border offer of 
online products and services;
– improving operator information and consumer 
protection;
– assuring reliable and efficient payment systems;
– combating abuse and resolving disputes more 
effectively;
– deploying high-speed networks and advanced 
technological solutions.

At this meeting, the Committee will vote.

PPOOSSTTPPOONNEEDD

26. PRESENTATION OF DG FOR 
COMMUNICATIONS' ACTIVITIES AND 
TOOLS FOR COMMITIES BY MARJORY VAN 
DEN BROCKE, HEAD OF UNIT

27. AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 
2006/43/EC ON STATUTORY AUDITS OF 
ANNUAL ACCOUNTS AND CONSOLIDATED 
ACCOUNTS

Procedure 2011/0389(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0778
Legal basis Article 50 TFUE
Rapporteur Sajjad Karim (ECR) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta De Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON / Kay Swinburne 
(ECR)

ITRE / Jürgen 
Creutzmann (ALDE)

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012

Hearing 27.3.2012
Presentation of working 
paper and appraisal of 
the impact assessment

9-10.07.2012

Consideration of the 
draft report

18.09.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

9.10.2012 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

6.11.2012

Vote JURI draft report 18.12.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY February 2013

After a long public consultation initiated by the 
Green Paper entitled "Audit policy: lessons from 
the crisis", the Commission has now put forward 
two legislative proposals which should enhance 
the quality of statutory audits in the EU and 
restore confidence in audited financial 
statements.

The first proposal amends the 8th company law 
Directive on statutory audits of annual accounts 
and consolidated accounts (Directive 
2006/43/EC). The second proposal is a 
Regulation which provides for specific 
requirements regarding the statutory audit of 
public interest entities (PIEs):  large listed 
companies, banks and insurers.

The main modifications to the Directive are: the 
definition of "statutory audit" in order to take 
account of the new Accountancy Directive, a 
modification of the ownership rules, the creation 
of a EU Passport for audit firms and the 
"softening" of the conditions for a statutory 
auditor to be approved in a different Member 
State, new requirements for competent 
authorities to cooperate regarding educational 
requirements, and an aptitude test. The proposal 
requires Member States to ensure that statutory 
auditors and audit firms carry out audits in 
accordance with international auditing standards. 
In addition, clauses according to which a third 
party suggests, recommends or requires the 
audited entity to appoint a specific statutory 
auditor or audit firm are prohibited. Finally, small 
undertakings would no longer be required by EU 
law to have their financial statements audited, 
although Member States may still require it. 

The Committee held a first exchange of views on 
1.3.2012.

On 26 April, the Committee held a hearing on 
"Improving audit quality across the European 
Union", which gave the opportunity for Members 
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to listen to the point of view of the different 
stakeholders. 

The rapporteur, Sajjad Karim, presented a 
working document at the July committee meeting 
in which he explored the 'hot-topic' areas of the 
proposals, while briefly drawing attention to 
some other considerations which, in his opinion,
should be further debated.

At the same meeting, the EP Impact Assessment 
Unit presented their analysis of the strengths and 
weaknesses of the European Commission impact 
assessment accompanying the audit proposals.
At this meeting, the rapporteur will present his 
draft report.

28. SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS REGARDING 
STATUTORY AUDITING OF PUBLIC-
INTEREST ENTITIES

Procedure 2011/359(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011) 0779
Legal basis Article 114 TFUE
Rapporteur Sajjad Karim (ECR) 
Administrator respons. Leticia Zuleta de Reales
Opinion Comm./
draftsperson

ECON / Kay Swinburne 
(ECR)

IMCO / Jürgen 
Creutzmann (ALDE) 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 01.03.2012
Hearing 27.3.2012
Presentation of working 
paper and appraisal of 
the impact assessment

9-10.07.2012

Consideration of the 
draft report

18.09.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

9.10.2012 noon

Consideration of 
amendments

6.11.2012

Vote JURI draft report 18.12.2012
ADOPTION PLENARY February 2013

The proposal for a Regulation regarding the 
statutory audit of public-interest entities, such as 
listed companies, banks and insurance companies 
envisages measures to enhance auditor 
independence and to make the statutory audit 
market more dynamic. These include clauses on 
independence and objectivity, audit fees, audit 
reporting, quality assurance, investigations and 
penalties.

The key measures in this respect are:

Mandatory rotation of audit firms: Audit firms 
will be required to rotate after a maximum 
engagement period of 6 years (with some 
exceptions). A cooling-off period of 4 years is 
applicable before the audit firm can be engaged 
again by the same client. The period before which 
rotation is obligatory can be extended to 9 years if 
joint audits are performed.   

Mandatory tendering: Public-interest entities will 
be obliged to have an open and transparent 
tender procedure when selecting a new auditor. 
The audit committee (of the audited entity) 
should be closely involved in the selection 
procedure. 

Non-audit services: Audit firms will be prohibited 
from providing non-audit services to their audit 
clients. In addition, large audit firms will be 
obliged to separate audit activities from non-
audit activities in order to avoid all risks of 
conflict of interest.

Audit reporting: The content of the audit report 
will be expanded to provide more information to 
all stakeholders.

Surveillance: Each Member State should 
designate a competent authority responsible for 
the supervision of auditors and audit firms 
carrying statutory audit of PIEs. These authorities 
will cooperate between themselves within ESMA. 
ESMA should issue guidance on several issues.
Cooperation with third country auditors and with 
international organisations and bodies: only if the 
information disclosed is subject to guarantees of 
professional secrecy and provided data 
protection rules are respected.

The Committee held a first exchange of views on 
1.3.2012.

On 26 April, the Committee held a hearing on 
"Improving audit quality across the European 
Union", which gave the opportunity to Members 
to listen to the point of view of the different 
stakeholders. 
The rapporteur, Sajjad Karim, presented a 
working document at the July committee meeting 
in which he explored the 'hot-topic' areas of the 
proposals, while briefly drawing attention to 
some other considerations which in his opinion 
should be further debated.

At the same meeting, the EP Impact Assessment 
Unit presented its analysis of the strengths and 
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weaknesses of the European Commission impact 
assessment accompanying the audit proposals.

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present his 
draft report.

29.  TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT ON 
MONITORING THE APPLICATION OF EU 
LAW (2010)

Procedure 2011/2275(INI)
Basic docs COM(2011)0588

COM(2011)0930
COM(2012)0154

Rapporteur Eva Lichtenberger
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Opinion/Rapp. AFCO/Morten 

Messerschmidt 
PETI/Lidia Geringer de 

Oedenberg 

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

1st exchange of views 19.12.2011
Hearing  25.04. 2012
2nd exchange of views 18.06.2012
Consideration of draft 
report

17.09.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

21.09.2012, at noon

Adoption JURI October 2012
ADOPTION PLENARY November 2012

Parliament has repeatedly voiced its concern 
about the formal transposition and correct 
application of EU law by Member States and the 
Commission's monitoring activities, in particular 
with regard to infringement procedures and 
citizens' complaints. 

In Parliament's previous resolutions concerns 
have been raised about transparency issues, with 
citizens and other institutions not being provided 
with sufficient information about the true state of 
application of EU law, specifically for the 
purposes of Parliament's role of scrutiny of the 
Commission's discharge of its role as guardian of 
the Treaties. Parliament has also highlighted its 
proposal for a 'procedural law' for the various 
aspects of the infringement procedure and has 
evaluated the EU Pilot on information exchange 
between Member States and the new monitoring 
and enforcement functions of the Commission 
under the Lisbon Treaty, primarily the possibility 
under Article 260 TFEU to ask the Court of Justice 
to impose swifter financial sanctions on a 
Member State in the case of late transposition of a 
directive. 

Questions relating to the area covered by the 
report have also been discussed in the Working 

Group on Administrative Law, in particular as far 
as concerns the proposed 'procedural law'. 

The 28th annual report, for the year 2010 
(COM(2011)0588), focuses on strategic issues 
and evaluates the current state of the law when it 
comes to infringements management, in 
particular concerning effective problem-solving, 
preventive measures and smart regulation, and 
integrating the monitoring of the application of 
EU law more fully into the wider legislative life 
cycle.

In its Second Evaluation on EU Pilot 
(COM(2011)0930), the Commission expresses 
the view that EU Pilot is no longer a project in its 
early and experimental phase, but a well-
established working method being fully used by 
25 Member States. The general approach of the 
Commission is to endeavour to solve problems 
quickly by using EU Pilot and, where necessary, to 
launch and vigorously pursue infringement 
proceedings.

With its communication on updating the relations 
with the complainant (COM(2012)0154) the 
Commission is attempting to update its 
communication from 2002 on the same subject 
(COM(2002)0141) in view of the entry into force 
of the Lisbon Treaty, and sets out "administrative 
measures for the benefit of the complainant", 
while at the same time underlining that it is 
appropriate to strengthen the means of redress 
available at national level, which enable the 
complainants to assert their rights more directly 
and more personally.

A first exchange of views was held in JURI at its 
meeting on 19 December 2011, a hearing took 
place on 25 April 2012 and a second exchange of 
views took place in June 2012.

The rapporteur, Mrs Eva LICHTENBERGER, sets 
out in her draft report that the role of citizens as 
complainants is vital in the investigation phase of 
an infringement procedure and that the 
Commission therefore should not make use of 
soft law when dealing with the infringement 
procedure but should instead propose a 
regulation on a 'procedural law' by making use of 
Article 298 TFEU. 

At this meeting, the rapporteur will present her 
draft report.
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30. AMENDMENT OF DIRECTIVE 
2003/98/EC ON RE-USE OF PUBLIC SECTOR
INFORMATION

Procedure 2011/0430(COD)
Basic doc COM(2011)0877
Rapporteur for opinion Marielle Gallo
Administrator respons. Magnus Nordanskog
Lead Comm./
rapporteur

ITRE/Ivailo Kalfin

Opinion Comm./ 
rapporteur

IMCO/ Rafał Trzaskowski
CULT/Sabine Verheyen

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 09.07.2012
Consideration of draft 
report

18.09.2012

Deadline for 
amendments

21.09.2012, at noon

Adoption JURI 11.10.2012
Adoption lead 
committee

05.11.2012

Adoption plenary December 2012

Directive 2003/98/EC on the re-use of public 
sector information (PSI) aims at facilitating the 
re-use of PSI produced and collected by public 
bodies, including digital maps, meteorological, 
legal, traffic, financial, economic and other data  
throughout the Union by harmonising the basic 
conditions for re-use and removing major 
barriers to re-use in the internal market.

A number of barriers still persist however, 
namely attempts by public sector bodies to 
maximise cost recovery, competition between the 
public and the private sector, practical issues 
hindering re-use, such as the lack of information 
on available PSI, and the mindset of public sector 
bodies failing to realise the economic potential.

The Commission proposal therefore targets the 
chain of commercial and non-commercial 
exploitation of PSI, to ensure specific conditions 
at different stages of the chain so that access is 
improved and re-use facilitated. In addition, the 
internal market for PSI re-use will thrive only if 
regulatory and practical borders to re-use across 
the Union are removed and the same types of 
data are available on similar, if not the same, 
terms and conditions irrespective of their 
national origin.

According to the Commission, benefits to be 
gained from improved access and facilitated re-
use include: innovation in products based directly 
on PSI and in complementary products; reduced 

transaction costs and efficiency gains in the public 
sector; and, increasingly, the combining of 
different public and private information to 
produce new goods.

The Committee held an exchange of views at its 
meeting in July 2012.

In her draft opinion, the rapporteur for opinion, 
Mrs Marielle Gallo, welcomes the proposal, 
bearing in mind that the Internet is no longer 
seen as a source of information and knowledge, 
but by many as a source of data. As regards the 
content of the proposal, the rapporteur considers 
that documents which are not accessible due to 
personal data protection reasons should be 
excluded from the scope of the directive. 
Furthermore, in order to facilitate its re-use, PSI 
should be made available in technology-neutral 
and machine-readable formats and efforts should 
be made to ensure that, as far as possible, specific 
technology is not needed to process the 
documents.

The rapporteur is aware that a balance needs to 
be struck between two objectives - increasing the 
re-use of PSI, on the one hand, and financing the 
public service tasks of certain bodies, on the other 
hand. The rapporteur therefore proposes 
maintaining the possibility for certain public 
bodies and libraries, museums and archives to 
charge amounts that exceed the marginal costs 
involved in reproducing information and making 
it available, on the basis of objective, transparent 
and verifiable criteria and subject to the approval 
of the national authority competent to supervise 
the re-use of public sector information.

Lastly, the rapporteur takes the view that a new 
independent authority responsible for 
supervising the re-use of PSI does not need to be 
created since Member States could designate an 
existing authority to successfully carry out this 
role.

At this meeting, the rapporteur for opinion will 
present her draft opinion.

31.  PROPOSAL FOR A REGULATION OF THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE 
COUNCIL AMENDING THE STATUTE OF THE 
COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN 
UNION BY INCREASING THE NUMBER OF 
JUDGES AT THE GENERAL COURT (PART B)
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Procedure 2011/0901B (COD)
Basic doc 02074/2011
Legal basis Articles 254(1) and 

281(2) TFEU
Rapporteur Alexandra Thein
Administrator respons. Alexander Keys
Opinion Comm./
rapporteur

AFCO/Morten 
Messerschmidt

PRELIMINARY TIMETABLE

Exchange of views 07.09.2012
Draft report tbd
Deadline for amend. tbd
Consideration of 
amendments

tbd

Adoption JURI tbd
ADOPTION PLENARY tbd

In 2011, the Court of Justice made various 
proposals for the modernisation of the operation 
of the three courts of the European Union. The 
changes to the Court of Justice itself and to the 
Civil Service Tribunal, as well as the changes to 
the internal organisation of the General Court, 
have been agreed by the co-legislators and have 
been published in the Official Journal.

However, as regards the General Court, the 
original proposal provided for an increase in the 
number of judges in order to cope with the 
increasing number of cases at that court. The 
rapporteur agrees with the Court of Justice that 
the figures on the General Court's workload are 
very clear, and that the case for an increase in the 
number of judges has been made.

The Council of Ministers was not able to agree to 
the increase, mainly owing to disagreement as to 
the nationality of the future additional judges. 
Traditionally, there has always been one judge 
per Member State. In several months of 
negotiation earlier this year, the Council of 
Ministers was not able to find an agreement 
which would allow for a number of judges which 
is higher than the number of Member States.

As a last resort, Parliament, the Council, the Court 
of Justice and the Commission therefore agreed to 
split the proposal into two parts. The main part of 
the regulation has already become law, as 
detailed above. The time has now come to re-
open debate on the second part of that regulation, 
concerning only the additional judges.

At this meeting, the rapporteur will therefore lead 
an exchange of views on the question of 
additional judges, focusing on the objective need 
for a greater number of judges in order to deal 

with the workload, and also on possible ways of 
addressing the issue of judges' nationality in a 
world where the number of judges does not 
precisely match the number of Member States.

32.  SUBSIDIARITY (RULE 38a)

33.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

34. DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING

Brussels

Monday 18 June 2012
3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Tuesday 19 June 2012
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.

35.  NEWS

Informal Meeting of the Justice and Home 
Affairs Council

On 24 July, Vice-Chair Evelyn Regner attended the 
informal meeting of the Justice and Home Affairs 
Council in Nicosia. Matters on the agenda included 
data protection and the freezing and confiscation of 
proceeds of crime in the EU. Over a working lunch 
with Ministers, Ms Regner took part in the 
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discussion of the European Account Preservation 
Order.

On 25 July Luigi Berlinguer celebrated his 80th 
birthday at a reception held at the headquarters of 
the Partito Democratico in Rome. During Mr 
Berlinguer's remarkable and distinguished career, 
he has been President of the University of Sassari, 
Rector of the University of Siena, Secretary-General 
of the Standing Conference of Italian University 
Rectors, Member of the Supreme Judicial Council 
(CSM), founder and president of the European 
Network of Councils for the Judiciary (ENCJ), chair 
of the National Committee of Guarantors of the 
Partito Democratico, member of the regional and of 
Sennori (Sassari), Member of Tuscany Regional 
Council, PCI Member of Parliament for Sardinia, 
national leadership of the PCI (Italian Communist 
(Democrats of the Left), Mayor of the municipality 

chair of the "Progressisti - Federativo" group of 
Party), PDS (Democratic Party of the Left) and DS 
Members of Parliament, chair of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies' Standing Committee 14 on 
European Union Policies, member of the Senate 
Committee on European Communities Affairs, 
Acting Minister of Higher Education and Scientific 
and Technological Research and Minister of 
Education (in the Prodi and D'Alema governments). 

Mr Berlinguer holds the Grand Cross of Merit of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, the French Legion of 
Honour and the Grand Cross of the Republic of Italy 
and has been awarded honorary degrees from the 
University of Toronto, the University of La Plaza, 
Paris V Descartes University, the University of 
Buenos Aires and Roma Tre University.

Formerly first vice-chair of the Committee on Legal 
Affairs, Mr Berlinguer is the committee coordinator 
for the S&D Group and a member of the Committee 
on Culture and Education.  He has been rapporteur 
in JURI for a number of important files, including the 
Stockholm Programme and the Justice Programme, 
where he is a keen exponent of promoting a 
European judicial culture. He is co-rapporteur with 
the Chair for the Common European Sales Law.
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