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STATEMENT

on behalf of the Delegation for relations with Belarus
on parliamentary elections in Belarus

Further to its meeting of 26 September 2012 in Brussels, the European Parliament Delegation for 
relations with Belarus decided to endorse the following statement:

Brussels, 26 September 2012. The European Parliament Delegation for Relations with Belarus notes with 
regret the undemocratic nature of the parliamentary elections process in Belarus and recognises it as unfair 
and not free.

Having taken due note of the irregularities reported by the OSCE/ODIHR election observation mission, the 
Delegation for Relations with Belarus underlines that despite some improvements to the electoral law, many 
OSCE commitments including the citizens’ rights to associate, to stand as candidates, and to express 
themselves freely were not respected. The elections were marked by serious violations of the principles of 
democratic and fair elections, and of the Belarusian legislation itself. They took place in an atmosphere of 
political persecution and repression of the government's opponents.

While there was an increase in the number of candidates, prominent political figures who might have played 
a role still remain in prison or were not eligible to register because of their "criminal record". Arbitrary 
administrative decisions also limited the voters’ choices. The Delegation learns with regret that, as several 
human rights organisations reported, the poll was marked by the arrest and detention of a number of 
opposition activists. Therefore the Delegation for Relations with Belarus reiterates its appeal to release all 
political prisoners, including those who were arrested long before the elections, including Mikola Statkevich, 
Siarhiej Kavalenka and Dmitry Dashkevich.

We take note of the statement of the OSCE/ODIHR Special Coordinator, who pointed out that this election 
was "not competitive from the start", and that while free election depends on people being free to speak, 
organise and run for office, observers didn’t see that in this campaign. Although the candidates were given a 
right to communicate short messages on public TV, the Delegation condemns the censorship of many of the 
opposition's videos.

The OSCE/ODIHR observation mission noted that the counting of votes was often conducted in silence and 
that observers were not given a meaningful opportunity to observe the counting in 37 per cent of polling 
stations. As the Head of the OSCE/ODIHR long-term election observation mission noted, “the lack of 
neutrality and impartiality on the part of election commissions severely undermines public confidence in the 
process.  Citizens should feel confident that their votes are counted as cast, but the lack of proper counting 
procedures or ways for observers to verify the results raises serious concerns”.

Once again it turned out that, unlike in democratic countries, in Belarus the conditions of campaigning are 
not stable and not predictable but the results are.

The Delegation acknowledges with regret that no monitoring exercise assessing the compliance of the 
elections according to international standards has judged any elections in Belarus free and fair since 1995, 
and that the 2012 parliamentary elections will be no exception. Instead of bringing Belarus closer to the 
European Union, they are unfortunately taking it further away.
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