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Completing digital infrastructure in the EU
 
Draft legislation designed to accelerate work on deploying high-speed
broadband and digital public services throughout the EU, was amended by the
Industry Committee on Monday, with a view to negotiations with the Council of
Ministers.
 
"To improve the competitiveness of the EU economy, including SMEs, to meet the
objectives of the Digital Agenda and beyond and to complete the Digital Single
Market, more efforts are needed to extend Europe's digital infrastructure", underlined
rapporteur Evžen TOŠENOVSKÝ (ECR, CZ).
 
The draft legislation is linked to the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) which aims to
complete EU infrastructure in the field of energy, transport and new information and
communication technologies. €9.2 billion is allocated to digital networks and services
under the CEF.
 
The proposed regulation defines criteria for financing broadband and cross-border
digital services (e.g. EU-wide electronic procedures for setting up a business, cross-
border procurement, e-government or cross-border e-health services).
 
Supporting investment in faster networks
 
Public support for investing in faster networks should target projects delivering a
minimum of 100 Mbps to rural areas and 1 Gbps to high density or urban areas,
MEPs say, adding that areas where is there is a lack of commercial incentive to invest
should also be considered carefully.
 
Rural and low-density areas
 
According to MEPs, the deployment of internet infrastructures should be especially
promoted in rural and low-density areas which have only slow connections or none at
all and where private investors are reluctant to invest.
 
MEPs also highlighted the need to avoid doubling up of EU structural funds with other
EU funds in less developed regions.
 
Next steps
 
The amendments to the legislation were adopted with 43 votes in favour, 1 against
and 1 abstention. MEPs also approved a mandate for negotiations with the Council,
by 44votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. The vote on Parliament's final
resolution will take place after these negotiations.
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
Parliament. It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record of proceedings.
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