
 
 

Multiannual Financial  Framework 2014-2020 
S e m i n a r  f o r  j o u r n a l i s t s   -   7  N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 2  
 
 

The seminar for journalists organised by the European Parliament's Press Service on 7 November 2012 aims to provide 
an update on issues relating to the Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-2020.  The MFF defines the long-term 
political priorities of the EU and sets annual maximum amounts ('ceilings') to be spent on each priority. The negotiations 
on the MFF for 2014-2020 are now approaching their final stage, with Parliament and Council hoping to strike a deal 
before the end of 2012. 

This leaflet provides a selection of key publications (mainly studies) delivered by the policy departments of the 
European Parliament in relation to the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020. The role of policy departments is 
three-fold: provide timely specialised advice to all parliamentary bodies;  carry out research addressing their needs;  
manage the budgets for external expertise according to the decisions taken by committees, under the supervision of the 
directors and the directors- general. 

Scan the QR code or just click on the study title to access it directly. 
 
 

  

The Culture Strand of the Creative Europe Programme 2014-2020  -  CULT  - September 2012 
Available in EN (Executive summary in 23 linguistic versions)  

 

This note provides analytical, conceptual, and policy commentary on the proposed 
Culture Strand of the Creative Europe Programme, in the context of the upcoming 
debates on the European Commission's proposal for the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014-2020 and the Europe 2020 Strategy. 

 
  

  

The Media Strand Of The Creative Europe Programme 2014-2020  -  CULT  -  September 2012  
Available in EN (Executive summary in 23 linguistic versions)  

This briefing note seeks to provide a critical assessment of the Creative Europe Programme-MEDIA 
Strand and the provisions of the Cross-Sectoral Strand relating to the audiovisual sector. This is done in 
the context of the forthcoming debates on the European Commission's proposal for the Multiannual 
Financial Framework 2014-2020.   
  

  

Use of Structural Funds for Cultural Projects  -  CULT  -  September 2012 
Available in EN, FR, DE (Executive summary in 22 linguistic versions)  

EU policies are moving towards a comprehensive understanding of culture as a tool contributing to 
urban regeneration, attractiveness, entrepreneurship, innovation, jobs and sustainability. This report 
analyses the use of Structural Funds in the period 2007-2013 and provides advice on how to facilitate 
access to these funds for culture under the new Cohesion Policy proposal for 2014-2020.  
  

  

Europe for Citizens (2014-2020)  -  CULT  -  September 2012 
Available in EN, FR, DE  

This note seeks to provide a concise overview and critical assessment of the proposed Europe for 
Citizens programme 2014-2020, which aims to enhance remembrance and civic participation in Europe. 
The Commission’s new proposal and its reception by other EU-institutions and stakeholders are 
analysed, based on an outline of past “active citizenship” initiatives and the current Europe for Citizens 
programme.   
  

  

Cohesion Policy after 2013 : A Critical Assessment of the Legislative Proposals  -  REGI  -  June 
2012 
Available in EN 

 

 

The objective of this study is to provide a critical assessment of the draft legislative package 
for Cohesion Policy in 2014-2020, tabled by the Commission in October 2011. On the basis 
of a literature review and budgetary modelling, it identifies the main strengths and 
weaknesses of the proposals and offers recommendations to support the position of the 
European Parliament in the negotiations.  
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The Implications for the EU and National Budgets of the Use of Innovative Financial 
Instruments for the Financing of EU Policies and Objectives  -  BUDG  -  May 2012 
Available in EN 

 

 

This study analyses the proposed expansion of innovative financial instruments in the EU 
Multiannual Financial Framework for the 2014–2020 period. It presents the economic 
rationale, governance principles and criteria that these instruments should follow and 
compares these with Commission proposals. Based on this assessment, it makes 
recommendations for the proposed instruments.  

  

  

The Implications for the EU and National Budgets of the Use of EU Instruments for Macro-
Financial Stability  - BUDG  -  May 2012 
Available in EN 

 

This study describes the status of existing instruments to safeguard the macro-financial stability of the 
Union and how their use impinges on the EU budget, also through their effects on national budgets. A 
survey of other possible instruments, such as E-bonds and eurobonds, is also presented to provide an 
assessment of how EU macro-financial stability assistance could evolve in the future. 

 
  

  

Proceedings of the Workshop on "The Efficiency of the Use of Financial Instruments"  - BUDG  
-  May 2012 
Available in EN 

 

Experts from the EC, financial institutions and the European SME umbrella organisation were agreed on 
the efficiency of the use of financial instruments and the fact that the majority of these instruments under 
the current MFF reached their objectives. However, they also noticed some failures and problems which 
need to be clearly identified and considered in the proposals for the future.  
  

  

Erasmus for All (2014-2020)  -  CULT  -  April 2012 
Available in EN, FR, DE (Executive summary in 22 linguistic versions  

The proposed Erasmus for All Programme (2014-2020) envisions bringing together a wide range of EU 
activities in higher, school, vocational and adult education, youth policy and sports. This briefing note 
presents and reviews this proposal and makes ten recommendations to ensure that sufficient attention is 
paid to the individual policy needs of the various sectors.   
  

  

Differences and Similarities between the current Competitiveness and Innovation 
Framework Programme and the proposed Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (2014- 
2020)  -  ITRE  -  April 2012 
Available in EN 

 

 

This briefing note presents a comparison between the current Competitiveness and 
Innovation Framework Programme (CIP) and the proposed programme for the 
Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (COSME) for 2014-2020. Particular emphasis 
is placed on the transfer of measures as well as the synergies with other funding 
opportunities, in particular in the field of research and innovation with the upcoming 
Horizon 2020 programme. 

 

  

  

Proceedings of the Workshop on "Financial Instrument in COSME and Horizon 2020"  -  ITRE  -  
April 2012 
Available in EN (Executive summary in FR, DE) 

 

The workshop assessed topics and focussed on some key aspects related to the European Commission 
proposals establishing the programme for the Competitiveness of Enterprises and SMEs (COSME) and 
Horizon 2020; two initiatives which will support competitiveness and innovation in Europe in the years to 
come also via the introduction of dedicated financial instruments. 
  

Overview of Financial Instruments Used in the EU Multiannual Financial Framework Period 
2007-2013 a -2020nd the Commission’s Proposals for 2014   - BUDG  -  March 2012 
Available in EN 

 

The 2006 Interinstitutional Agreement called for greater use of financial instruments in the European 
Union budget for the period of the Multiannual Financial Framework 2007-2013. The study analyses 
current instruments and concludes with a brief review of expectations for the forthcoming multi-annual 
financial framework period, 2014 to 2020. 
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Structural and Cohesion Policies for 2020 : Tools to Overcome the Crisis  -  AGRI  -  PECH  -  
REGI  -  CULT  -  TRAN  -  November 2011 
Available in EN, FR, DE 

 

This note illustrates the crucial contribution of structural and cohesion policies to the "Europe 2020" 
strategy. It also highlights the role that the Parliament could play in strengthening these policies, which 
are all subject to the ordinary legislative procedure and will all undergo a far-reaching reform by 2014. 
  
  

  

The CAP in the Multiannual Financial Framework 2014-2020  -  AGRI - October 2011 
Available in EN, FR, DE, ES, IT, PL, PT  

 

The purpose of this document is to provide an analysis of the Commission’s 
Communication on “A Budget for Europe 2020”, relating to the next reform of the CAP. 
The paper explores the new proposed Multiannual Financial Framework for the 2014–
2020 period, with particular reference to the CAP budget and its various components. 

  

  

The Future of Cohesion Policy after 2013  -  REGI  -  September 2011 
Available in EN, FR, DE  

Against the background of the recent budgetary proposals of the European Commission, this note 
provides an insight into the key issues of the current debate on the Future of Cohesion policy after 2013. 
It also presents the upcoming legislative process, including the role of National Parliaments, and 
highlights the main decisions policy-makers will face.   
  

  

Comparative Study on the Visions and Options for Cohesion Policy after 2013  -  REGI  -  
August 2011 
Available in EN, FR, DE (Executive summary in 22 linguistic versions) 

 

This study provides a critical analysis of EU Cohesion Policy reform perspectives for the post-2013 
period. On the basis of a literature review and budgetary modelling, the study offers an assessment of 
the policy’s strengths and weaknesses, the main reform ideas and counter-positions, including the 
implications of different reform proposals.   
  

  

Perspectives for the New European Fisheries Fund  -  PECH  -  August 2011 
Available in EN, FR, DE, ES, IT, PT  

 

On the occasion of the launch the Commission's review of the European Fisheries Fund 
(EFF) in 2011, this report presents an independent evaluation of the EFF to highlight the 
challenges faced by Member States and the sector in implementing this regulation during 
the current programming period. Proposals for a future EEF are developed and a series 
of options are evaluated.  

  

  

The CAP in the EU Budget : New Objectives and Financial Principles for the Agricultural 
Budget afte  2013r   -  AGRI  -  May 2011 
Available in EN 

 

This study presents some alternative scenarios based on different hypotheses of EU budget review and 
CAP reform, looking at how the net balances of Member States change accordingly. The instrument of 
net balance is fundamental in understanding Member States' costs and benefits in each scenario and 
their consequent positions in favour or against reform proposals. 

 
  

  

The CAP towards 2020 : Possible Scenarios for the Reallocation of the Budget for Direct 
Payments  -  AGRI  -  March 2011  
Available in EN, FR, DE 

 

This paper, written for the EP Working Group on Common Agricultural Policy Reform, focuses on some 
possible scenarios for limiting the gains and losses of Member States as part of the reallocation of the 
budget for direct payments. These scenarios are merely an illustration of the implications of using 
different allocation criteria and different methodologies for limiting the extent of the potential 
redistributions and should not be interpreted as recommendations.  
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EU Subsidies for Polluting and Unsustainable Practices  -  ENVI  - February 2011 
Available in EN (Executive summary in FR, DE)  

 

The report provides an overview of the environmental relevance of the largest fields of 
expenditure within the EU budget. It also provides recommendations in the context of a 
potential reform of subsidies that would contribute to the alignment of the EU budget 
towards more sustainable growth as called in the EU2020 Strategy. 

  

  

New Financial Perspectives Related with ENVI Competencies  -  ENVI  -  February 2011 
Available in EN (Executive summary in FR, DE)  

The current Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) period will end in 2013 and the European 
Parliament needs to define its political priorities for the new MFF 2014-2020. This study provides 
background information on the financing instruments and identifies new policy options in the fields of 
environment, climate change and public health and food safety and discusses possible shifts in resource 
allocation under the new MFF.  
  

  

The Role and Impact of the European Social Fund  -  EMPL  -  October 2010 
Available in EN  

 

The briefing note provides background information on the role and functioning of the 
European Social Fund for the hearing on “The role and impact of the European Social 
Fund” organised by the European Parliament’s Committee on Employment and Social 
Affairs on 9 November 2010. The note gives an overview of the key developments which 
have marked the ESF since its set up at the origin of the European Economic Community 
up to the present. 

 
  

  

 
*** 

 
 
 
 

Policy Departments 

Effective parliamentary work relies on specialised, objective, high-quality and up-to-date information. To this end, five units 
responsible for research, analysis and policy advice, known as policy departments, were created to provide this expert advice. 
Our activities cover all areas of competence of the European Parliament. We produce high-level independent advice, based 
on research carried out either in-house or by external researchers.  
Policy departments deliver a wide range of expertise, comprising texts as diverse as in-depth studies on complex legislative 
issues, comparative studies and short background briefings. These documents aim to support the work of the various 
parliamentary bodies. They serve a variety of purposes: they can feed directly into the legislative work of a specific committee 
or serve as a briefing for delegations of Members. Apart from a few confidential documents, all texts produced by the policy 
departments are available on the Parliament’s website for the benefit of all Members and the wider public.  

 
  

Contacts:  

 

IPOL Policy Department A  
Economic and scientific policy poldep-economy-science@europarl.europa.eu 

   

 

IPOL Policy Department B  
Structural and cohesion policies poldep-cohesion@europarl.europa.eu 

   

 

IPOL Policy Department D 
Budgetary affairs 

poldep-budg@europarl.europa.eu 

 
 
 

Where to find all studies?  

Link to the e-studies database: www.europarl.europa.eu/studies.html  

 

Leaflet published by the Editorial Unit (DG Internal Policies)  
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