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UNIONCAMERE

The 105 Italian Chambers of Commerce are independent public bodies that are set 
up in compliance with the Italian law disposals and serve the business community at 
national level with their promotional, administrative and support competences. 
Unioncamere is the public body that associates and institutionally represents the 
Italian Chambers.

In the last three years, the Chambers of Commerce have committed themselves 
more and more to fight against criminality and have become a fully active 
stakeholder through their actions such as: at national level, in the framework of the 
operational protocols between Unioncamere and central administrations such as the 
protocol signed with the Ministry for Internal Affairs in December 2011, which 
aims at analysing available data on criminal phenomena in the business community, 
at identifying the most suitable opportunities  for exchanging statistical data and 
information on the monitorized phenomena, at rationalizing the access of the Police 
to database of the Chamber of Commerce and, notably, to the Business Register 
(which is presently fully digital), at setting up promotional campaigns to encourage 
behaviours to prevent illegality; at territorial level, through their projects and 
partnerships at local level that are coordinated by single Chambers of Commerce.

Further more, within Unioncamere the national Committee for legality has been 
set up by the Presidents of the Chambers of Commerce for Industry, Craft and 
Agriculture (CCIAA) and some representatives of the Ministry for Internal Affairs, 
Justice and Economic Development, by the National Agency for the seized goods, as 
well as from the Italian Banks Association (ABI). This Committee is promoting the 
creation of a “Legality Point” in the premises of all Chambers of Commerce to 
prevent, monitor and assist all  people living in a debt situation, serious financial 
crisis and, more generally, people that are confronted to illegal situations.

This year in particular the equalisation account, that annually funds territorial 
development priority projects for Chambers of Commerce, is  supporting a set of 
projects to set up or enhance the “Legality Points” in order to enhance the 
businesses and the goods that have been seized to the mafia and notably for assisting 



the businesses that are confronted to illegal situation, while providing listening and 
emergency assistance, awareness-raising activities for local communities, education 
activities for young people and entrepreneurs, feasibility studies and assistance to 
start-up experiences as well as consolidation, activation of agreements at local level 
to create the “network of volounteering services for legality” (Professional categories, 
local bodies, non-profit organisations), activation of networks and collaborations with 
professionals (lawyers, accountants, business consultants, credit experts, 
psychologists).

The projects that have been submitted involve more that one third of the Chambers, 
not only in the southern, where the criminal phenomena are more known from earlier 
stages – but also in the central and northern regions of Italy. By doing so, they pave 
the way for creating a network of chambers on the whole territory to fight against 
criminal infiltrations within the business community.

Further more, in 2011 the “Chambers of Commerce for the spread of legality”, 
has been launched with a pilot action promoted by Unioncamere to support the re-
introduction on the market of the mafia's seized goods through the management of 
the newly seized businesses; the creation of new enterprises to manage seized goods 
as well as to consolidate and develop the businesses that have just been reintroduced 
to the market.

The objectives are to support the bodies that are in charge of identifying the 
destination of the businesses that have been taken away from organised crime; to 
support the bodies that are in charge of identifying and putting in place suitable 
actions to reduce the number of seized enterprises that may be closed; to support the 
management and/or workers of the business while acquiring know-how and the 
necessary resources to ensure their survival, profitability and development  (if that 
enterprise is not going to be sold nor liquidated). 

This experience has opened to a series of important indications to continue to 
operate efficiently in this framework: the necessity to provide a specific formation for 
trainers, facilitators and tutors, the importance to participate and actively involve 
local stakeholders, the necessity to activate Observers and permanent services for 
seized enterprises, the efficiency of exchanges and twinnings between entrepreneurs 
that operate on the seized goods and enterprises, extra-regional bodies and/or 
territories, that are functional to the development of the activities and specific fields, 
the importance of instruments such as the network contract.

Finally, the Chambers of commerce are also active in other major field, the 
valorisation of the information assets of the Business Register, namely  in the 
framework of their fight against criminality, which is held by the Chambers of 
Commerce, according to the law.




They consist in information research systems on businesses and individuals referring 
to the current year or to past years such as ri.visual – the service for assisting the 
consulting system in form of text in the business register, with the possible data 
visual and graphic representation for an immediate perception of the existing
relationships between people and enterprises -,  ri.build – the service that helps to 
periodically and automatically check whether variations have been introduced or 
registered in the Business Register for a group of enterprises and is in charge of 
sending the official document entailing updated information –, e ri.map – the service 
that helps selecting businesses lists via various search criteria, to make some personal 
information available and, eventually to visualize the enterprises on a geographic 
map following the most common standards that are used in the internet.


