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Press release - Industry, Research and Energy Committee

 
Facilitating the re-use of public data in the EU
 
MEPs from the Industry adopted new rules to eliminate persisting obstacles
between the Member States in the re-use of public information throughout the
EU, underlining the economic potential of opening public data resources.
 
The Directive shall oblige Member States to make sure that the generally available
documents can be re-used, taking into account restrictions on intellectual property
rights, on the protection of privacy and on personal data, states the resolution by Ivailo
Kalfin (S&D, BG).
 
Amending the existing legislation
 
The proposal aims at extending the scope of the existing Directive to some currently
excluded sectors, such as libraries, museums and archives. However, educational
and research establishments as well as public service broadcasters should remain
outside the scope of the Directive.
 
Limiting the costs charged for re-use
 
The costs charged for re-using public documents should be limited to marginal costs
resulting from their reproduction, provision and formatting, MEPs say, adding that
some public bodies such as libraries, museums and archives, however, should be
allowed to charge higher costs for re-use.
 
Format
 
MEPs also amended the legislative text to ensure that the documents shall be made
 available in an open and "machine-readable format", i.e. a format that can be easily
identified by software applications.
 
In the Chair: Amalia Sartori (EPP, IT)
Procedure: first reading
Next steps: the vote in Industry committee today gives the rapporteur a mandate to negotiate with
the Council
Voting results: the resolution was adopted in 46 votes in favour, 4 against and no abstention
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the European
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