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AD HOC DELEGATION FOR ASEP V MEETING

Report on the
Visit to North Korea

21-24 June 2008

On the occasion of the Fifth Asia-Europe Partnership Meeting (ASEP V) which was to take 
place in Beijing on 18-20 June 2008, the Conference of Presidents has authorised on 15 May 
2008 to extend - so as to include a visit to Korea - the mission of those members of the ASEP V 
ad hoc delegation concerned with relations with the Korean peninsula.

As a consequence, Mr PIRKER, Chairman, and Mr FORD, Member of the Delegation for 
relations with the Korean peninsula, travelled to Pyongyang from 21 to 24 June 2008.

Together with Mr JARZEMBOWSKI, Chairman of the ASEP V ad hoc delegation and a 
member of the Delegation for relations with the Korean peninsula, they also had on 19 June a 
meeting on Korean issues with the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Beijing.

Context
On 3 October 2007, an agreement was found in the sixth round of the Six-Party Talks that North 
Korea was to dismantle its nuclear facilities at the Yongbyon site, declare all of its nuclear 
programme activities by 31 December 2007 and desist from any further nuclear development 
activities.
The level of information provided did not satisfy the US Administration, and the first months of 
2008 were marked by an increased uneasiness, as all sides tended to avoided speaking of 
"tension".

The visit took place at a moment when the process was starting again, following increased 
diplomatic activity in the region (Chinese Vice-President Xi Jiping to Pyongyang, Christopher 
Hill, Condoleezza Rice to Seoul and Beijing, bilateral North Korean-Japanese talks on the 
abductions issue, etc.).
At the same time, North-South relations have been strained since Lee Myung-Bak's election to 
the Presidency of the Republic in South Korea and his tougher stance towards the North, not 
only putting an end to his predecessor's practice of unconditional aid but also bringing in the 
nuclear issue as a condition and, while claiming its continuation, delaying deliveries of food aid, 
while the North combined symbolic protests (limited naval incidents and rocket firings, 
inflammatory language), and freezing the development of existing bilateral endeavours 
(Kaesong Industrial Complex).



CR\730996EN.doc 2/10

Account of meetings

Ambassador CHEN Naiqing, Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Beijing

Ambassador Chen is the main advisor to Vice-Minister WU Dawei, China's representative at the 
Six-Party talks for the denuclearisation of North Korea.

Her assessment was that the latest information provided by the DPRK was now likely to be 
accepted by the USA, which would make possible the completion of all aspects of the October 3
agreement. A new round of the Six-Party talks could then start in a number of weeks, but it was 
too early to set a date yet.

She confirmed that, while unrealistic speculations of an order of magnitude of 70% are found, 
the level of assistance provided by China to the DPRK is above 25% of its total development aid 
budget, possibly not far from an alternative figure of 40% mentioned by the MEPs.

Mr FORD stressed the fact that while EU had accepted after the first nuclear crisis in the 1990s 
to contribute to the funding of KEDO without having been consulted on the establishment of the 
scheme, EU should be involved soon enough to influence any development and stabilisation 
package that could be designed after the completion of the Six-Party talks ("No say, no pay, he 
added).

Supreme People's Assembly's Friendship Group with the EU

Mr PIRKER recalled the recent diplomatic activity around the ongoing denuclearisation process. 
He expressed hopes for progress within the six-party talks.

He mentioned that the French Presidency could provide an opportunity to press for full 
diplomatic ties if such progress takes place; he suggested that if DPRK agreed to restart the 
Human Rights dialogue with the EU, which could be an important argument in this direction.

He reminded of the delegation's encounter with Ambassador Chen in Beijing and her optimistic 
expectations towards the next round of six-party talks.

He expressed concern at the South-North tension after Lee Myung-Bak's election and warned 
against a "fight-back" attitude, recommending that DPRK show its goodwill in the face of 
aggressive attitudes.

He asked which consequences the DPRK-EU Economic Workshop of last October had brought 
in terms of further contacts and policy reflection in concerned fields of IT industry, banking and 
finance, foreign industrial investment.

He asked for comments about the current food situation in the country.

Dr. RI Jong-Hyok expressed his satisfaction at the favourable development of EU-DPRK and 
EP-SPA relations in the last years.
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He announced that the SPA would send an invitation to the President of the European 
Parliament to send a delegation for the 60th anniversary of the foundation of the DPRK.

He welcomed EP's offer to send SPA staff on the EP's Democracy Fellowship Programme.

On the food problem and the economic development, he alluded to political productivity 
campaigns and on-the-spot guidance by the Great Leader. The food situation remained 
problematic because of natural hardships and lack of chemical fertilisers. Some EU countries are 
going to provide food assistance (Italy in particular).

He appreciated that the EU is shifting from humanitarian aid towards development co-operation. 
This was in line with the country's goal of  "opening the gates to a Great Prosperous Powerful 
Nation by 2012".

North-South relations are now back to the state of the Cold War era. Lee Myung-Bak denies the 
historical declarations of 15 June 2000 and 4 October 2007 which result from the Inter-Korean 
summits. The DPRK sees those as legal foundations for inter-Korean relations. At the moment 
there is no contact between the two governments.

South Korean authorities stand in the way of civil society contacts by withdrawing funds for the 
inter-Korean exchanges under the Unification Ministry. Projects of further economic 
development are stalled (Nampo harbour and shipbuilding, Kaesong-Sinuju road and rail links).

Special Maritime Zone at Haeju is stopped, and so are extensions at Kaesong and 
Mt. Geumgang, but even discussions for the most practical daily improvements are blocked by 
the absence of government-level contacts, which he blamed entirely on the South.

Preconditions for improvement of North-South relations do not take into account the 
autonomous process of six-party talks; their request for "opening-up" amounts to regime 
change; the proposed development plans by raising 40 billion dollars from international partners 
is insulting, especially regarding the role of Japan.

The creation of permanent representations makes no sense if the legal base for relations is not 
taken into account. The deadlock is not caused by the lack of dialogue, but only by the South 
Korean government's attitude to view North-South relations in the framework of international 
relations.

Internal pressures on Lee Myung-Bak (demonstrations etc.) may change some aspects of his 
behaviour.

Mr FORD insisted on the fact that it would be appropriate that the DPRK accept to restart the 
Human Rights dialogue; this would be an achievement for our delegation if the DPRK would 
accept to consider it, and take a realistic view of the possibilities to overcome the deadlock that 
occured five years ago.
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Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, KUNG Sok-Un

The Vice Minister expressed satisfaction at the delivery of 160 EU tractors, the first such 
delivery in five years.

Mr PIRKER mentioned the opportunity to use the French Presidency to move forward the 
establishment of full diplomatic relations with the EU. He insisted that the DPRK fully comply
with the requirements of 3.10.2007 to declare all its nuclear installations and recommend that 
the DPRK accept to restart the Human Rights dialogue with the EU. He informed on the offer to 
admit DPRK trainees to the EP's "Democracy Fellowship Programme" and of the EP's intention 
to attend the 60th anniversary celebrations of the DPRK if it were to receive a formal invitation 
by the Supreme People's Assembly.

He asked about the current US and Chinese positions and about the perspectives for opening the 
third phase of the six-party talks, and why so little progress had taken place in the first months 
of 2008.

He pleaded for dialogue between North and South to restart on concrete issues, without setting 
preconditions on either side.

Vice-Minister KUNG expressed appreciation of EU's hospitality in Brussels last month, and in 
particular in the EP; he said that further DPRK delegations to the EU should always be open for 
talks in the EP.
He said that he felt necessary that the DPRK and the EU exchange Ambassadors.

From contacts with the French Minister of Foreign Affairs following the visit to Brussels in 
May, he understood that despite the absence of diplomatic relations with France, progress might 
be expected during the French presidency.

Regarding dialogue on Human Rights, it could only restart if the EU renounces to support any 
further resolution on HR in North Korea and abolish the UN special rapporteur. 

Mr. FORD declared that he personally felt that it had been an error from the side of the EU to 
sponsor this resolution at a moment EU was the only international actor with a dialogue with the 
DPRK: interruption of the dialogue pleased enemies of the DPRK. Freezing the situation (which 
the EU cannot abolish unilaterally) does not help DPRK's friends. On the contrary, having a 
dialogue with the EU can be a useful diplomatic tool for the DPRK in its other international 
contacts.

V.M. KUNG reminded that EU Member States had recently adopted very unilateral positions at 
the UN Human Rights Council. 

V.M. KUNG compared the efforts to integrate the EU (and the recent failure of the Irish 
referendum) with the difficult path towards Korean unification, and said that the key in the N-S 
strain is the acceptance of the 15.6.2000 and 4.10.2007 declarations.

On the 6-party talks, contacts with the Chinese (Wu Dawei and Xi Jiping) were fruitful. The 
Chinese are actively engaged. Contacts with the US (meeting in Beijing on 27 May) allowed 
discussing the methodology of disablement, declaration and political and economic 
compensations. The North Korean side shared the satisfaction expressed by the US after these 
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talks. Additional working level-talks took place on 11/12 June and were equally constructive. 
The group on energy assistance, which met on 12 June in Panmunjeon under South Korean 
Chairmanship was also positive. 

Progress is also present in DPRK-Japan issues with talks in the relevant working group on 7 
June in Beijing. Japan accepted to lift part of their sanctions, while the DPRK accepted to re-
examine the abductions issue.  

So the only thing that remains is for all sides to work towards completing their commitments 
under the 13.2.2007 and 3.10.2007 agreements, but there is no deadlock. China is to assess 
when these commitments are fulfilled the moment to convene the next round has come.

FORD reminded that the current US administration only had a few more months of effective 
activity and asked whether the DPRK side felt that this short time would be enough to find a 
settlement. He recommend that the DPRK made more briefings to the diplomatic community in 
Beijing as we only get the US and Chinese views.

Vice Minister of Foreign Trade

The Vice-Minister reminded the guiding political principles (socialist economy, Juche, Songun) 
and the need for modernisation in general, particularly for energy and transport as well as the 
intention to develop light industry

Asked about possible export products, he referred to the vast resources of magnesia clinker.

Mr. PIRKER raised the issue of the lack of technical services for equipment supplied by the EU. 
FORD reminded that the issue of the Kaesong Industrial Complex was a key point in the 
EU/South Korea FTA. N/S cooperation on this is desirable, unless Kaesong risks to be 
completely excluded, as is the case in the US/South Korean FTA.

Speaker of Supreme People's Assembly, Choe Thae-Bok

After Mr.PIRKER recalled the main subjects of interest for the EP delegation, the Speaker said 
that visits by the EP were welcome, as visits by representatives of any country, except those 
who wish to force the DPRK to change its system. Even at the times of Soviet Union, the DPRK 
did not follow blindly the Soviet model, but decided in full sovereignty what to adopt or not.

There is a difference of ideology between EU and DPRK, but there is still a common ground to 
work together. The Speaker mentioned that the Great Leader Kim Jong-Il took a personal 
interest in the development of relations with the EU.

DPRK can accomplish its goals because it has:

1) The clear guidance of the Great Leader Kim Jong-il
2) The single-hearted unity of the whole people with its Leader
3) A strong intellectual and education potential.

The 6-party talks are moving softly on the principle of "action for action".
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On inter-Korean relations, the speaker reaffirmed the binding character of the 15.6 and 4.10 
joint declarations to achieve independent reunification "by our nation itself", i.e. not take sides 
with foreign forces.

DPRK values Human Rights very much. Attaching value to the human beings is at the heart of 
Juche philosophy.

Man is the master of this world, Man moves things forward, Man is the most important being in 
the world; therefore everything that the DPRK Government does is centred on the masses.

DPRK means to continue on the dialogue on Human Rights but it should not be abused as a 
political tool. This means that we should not force the model of Human Rights of one specific 
country. Since each country has its own history, it is obvious that each country has its own 
definition.

The DPRK has its own, excellent model of Human Rights.

For us Human Rights are national rights; if you are deprived of your national rights, you cannot 
talk of Human Rights.

The US release a yearly report on Human Rights but the DPRK do not acknowledge this
unilateral view: they are not the Emperor of the world.

What happens in Iraq shows how relative is the US attitude towards Human Rights in practice.

FORD reminded of his personal views regarding the EU joining the UNCHR resolution. He 
warned that the balance of forces in the EU was delicate and that some MEPs in particular 
would be delighted if EU-DPRK would worsen. Accepting to restart the stalled dialogue would 
certainly not please those who hold hostile positions towards the DPRK. On the contrary, a 
refusal to do so would reinforce their positions.

Vice-Minister of Light industry

Mr. PIRKER recalled the economic workshop in October 2007, and the changes needed to 
attract business in the country, and asked what the current situation is.

VM said that in the past the light industries worked perfectly normally. After the breakdown of 
the Soviet block and the series of natural disasters that coincidentally followed, it suffered a 
setback. At the moment the DPRK is in a process of active preparation to revitalise these light 
industries, establishing co-operation and joint-venture projects (in particular in the garment 
industry) and sending technicians abroad for training. 

PIRKER explained that industrial complexes were the preferred from for EU investors, as they 
offer more technical facilities and legal security. The Vice-Minister gave different examples of 
visits of Korean technicians abroad and what they had learned from these visits. The workshop 
was an interesting one, but by no means a working-level one. Such contacts are needed, not 
general discussions.

Mr FORD referred to the provision of tractors by the EU and of ambulances by the WHO.
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He explained that the DPRK did not at the moment have the technology, skills etc. to maintain 
them; the same applies for medical equipment.

Mr FORD pleaded for DPRK to establish the necessary co-operation in a way that could be 
sustainable and attractive for foreign partners. He also hinted at the opportunity of exporting 
Taedonggang as a niche product to Europe. He recommended linking the DPRK/EU economic 
workshops with trade missions of EU businesses.
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Ad hoc Delegation for ASEP V Meeting

Extension programme to North Korea
Beijing, Pyongyang, Nampo

19-24 June 2008

All times local
12:00 in Brussels = 18:00 in China
                               19:00 in Korea

Thursday 19 June

14:00-15:00 Meeting with Ambassador CHEN Naiqing
on the Six-Party talks for the denuclearisation of North Korea

Chinese Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Beijing

Saturday 21 June

09:15 Depart Conference Center for airport

11:55-15:00 Air Koryo JS152 flight to Pyongyang

15:00-15:30 Transfer to Hotel Koryo

16:00 Meeting with Supreme People's Assembly Secretariat to discuss the programme
Hotel Koryo

18:30 Meeting with Chairman of Europe Friendship Group in the Supreme People's 
Assembly,  Dr. RI Jong Hyok

Hotel Koryo
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Sunday 22 June

8:30-9:00 Visit to President Kim Il Sung's birthplace 
Manyongdae,  Pyongyang

9:00-12:00 Visit to Nampo harbour, West Sea Barrage 
Nampo, Pyong'an-Namto

12:30-13:30 Lunch
Nampo

13:30-14:30 Meeting with Mr. Helmut WERNER, EC AIDCO, 
and inspection of EU-donated agricultural equipment

Nampo

15:00-16:00 Visit to Chongsan-Ri co-operative farm
Kangso, Pyong'an-Namto

16:00-17:30 Return to Pyongyang

17:30-18:30 Meeting with Phaekto Art Gallery on forthcoming North Korean Art Exhibition 
in EP

Monday 23 June

09:30-11:00 Interparliamentary Meeting with Europe Friendship Group in the Supreme 
People's Assembly

Mansudae Assembly Hall

11:00-12:30 Meeting with Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. KUNG Sok Un 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

13:00-14:15 Lunch meeting with international aid agencies and EU diplomatic community
British Embassy (acting EU presidency)

14:30-16:00 Meeting with Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Foreign Trade

16:00-17:15 Call on Mr. CHOE Thae Bok, Speaker of Supreme People's Assembly
Mansudae Assembly Hall

17:30-18:00 Meeting with Vice-Minister of Light Industries
Mansudae Assembly Hall

19:00-21:30 Farewell dinner
Hotel Koryo

21:30-22:30 Debriefing with Czech Embassy (upcoming EU presidency)
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Tuesday 24 June

8:00-11:00 Air Koryo JS151 flight to Beijing and connecting flights to Europe
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