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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE KOREAN PENINSULA (DKOR))

1st EP/DPRK Interparliamentary Meeting (Pyongyang - Hamhung)
8th EP/RoK Interparliamentary Meeting (Part II - Seoul)

7-16 July 2005

The visit by the Delegation for relations with the Korean peninsula was the first such 
Delegation visit to the DPRK (the Foreign Affairs Committee had sent twice ad hoc 
delegations of three members to Pyongyang, at a time when North Korea was not covered by a 
Delegation).

It came at a turning point in the nuclear crisis with North Korea, as the DPRK announced its 
willingness to resume the six-party talks, which had been interrupted almost one year before, 
after talks between the Korean negotiator, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs KIM Gye-gwan
and US Secretary of State Condoleezza RICE.

CONCLUSIONS
The Delegation had the feeling that the North Korean authorities were genuinely interested in 
holding substantial talks, which could achieve the result of giving the DPRK guarantees for its 
sovereignty and security, with a framework for the relations with the USA that would be based 
on peace, not just armistice conditions.

The solution has to be a package deal, including economic and energy questions alongside the 
issues of security and non-proliferation. While the distrust towards the USA seemed to be 
directed more against the current administration than against the role of the USA on the world 
scene in general, it appeared very high. However, our interlocutors, in particular Vice-Minister 
KIM Gye-gwan, gave the impression that they would be open to confidence-building steps. 
Recognition of the sovereignty of the DPRK and dropping language of "forcing a regime 
change" was such a step.

In the hopeful case that the talks succeed, they might evolve into a permanent conference on 
security in North-East Asia. But the level of distrust towards Japan appeared to us disturbingly 
high.

Once the crisis solved, there are good prospects for co-operation associating South Korean 
capital and know-how with the North's manpower and resources for mutual prosperity and the 
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development of North Korea's economic conditions and ability.  Hence the interest of the 
recent decision to establish a joint inter-Korean presence in the North.

The Delegation was alarmed by the living conditions, with an economy in a state of dereliction 
and dependence on food aid by the UN World Food Programme. The claim that the DPRK 
would renounce foreign food aid does not appear realistic. 

Further development aid would certainly be useful and contribute to North Koreans acquiring 
a sense of the outside world, but it will be limited in any case as long as the vision of all 
foreigners as potential spies and the most common information as state secrets prevail, 
hindering very much the activity of international NGOs and agencies.

No mention was made of any possible EU involvement in the six-party talks (questions on this 
matter were met with surprise from all interlocutors), but a further involvement of the EU in 
development assistance after the nuclear crisis has been solved would be welcome. North 
Korea perceives the EU as neutral, goodwill partners.

On internal political matters, the DPRK officials insisted on the country's commitment to the 
socialist principles and organisation. Considerations of human rights, accountability or the rule 
of law fell short from reaching a level of mutual dialogue based on the same intellectual 
notions, not to mention political positions as such. The fact that North Korea sees itself as "still 
technically at war" was used as the excuse for not entering into details of questionable practice.

In economic matters, however, some openness appeared present. Some of our interlocutors had 
a clear view of necessary reforms that would be acceptable inside the socialist framework, but 
a lot remains to be done in terms of education to economic and management practices. 

The Delegation feels that the EU, and at our level, the Parliament itself must provide support 
to initiatives going in this direction, which is the only way to foster an evolution towards a 
more outward-minded attitude of North Korea without threatening the country's stability.

From our contacts with South Korean parliamentarians and ministers, we had the feeling of 
much more unity than was the case in the past over the desirability of an engagement policy. 
Energy and economic aspects were at the forefront, more than politically symbolic matters 
such as family reunions.

ACCOUNT OF MEETINGS

Beijing

The visit started with meetings in Beijing, where the EU Heads of Mission and Chinese 
Members of the Supreme People's Assembly's Foreign Affairs gave our delegation a 
perspective on the Chinese perception of their neighbour's attitude. 

China's role in the 6-party talks is a very positive sign of engagement. China is frustrated with 
the North Korean regime; its contempt of the life and well-being of the people is completely 
opposed to the philosophy of the Chinese leadership. But China is not forgetting its strategic 
interest. North Korea is a buffer zone for China against potential enemies, and Beijing would 
not tolerate a re-unification solution where US troops would be in a position to reach the 
Chinese border from Korea. Nevertheless instability in North Korea would expose China to a 
flow of refugees. 
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Pyongyang

In Pyongyang, the Delegation met the Speaker and the Korea-Western Europe Friendship Group 
in the Supreme People's Assembly, Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr KIM Gye-gwan, 
Deputy Minister for Defence General KIM Sang-ik, Vice-Minister of Foreign Trade Mr KIM 
Yong-jae as well as Mr SONG Gil-nan, Director of the Cabinet Economic Research Institute.

An additional encounter was of particular interest: the recently founded European Business 
Association, which provided examples of how profitable economic co-operation can emerge in 
the country.

Seoul

As the Delegation for relations with the European Union had visited Brussels on 21 June last, 
our visit to Seoul was not a fully fledged interparliamentary meeting, but rather a way to 
confront our impressions with South Korean counterparts. Our visit raised a great interest in 
Seoul. Besides the National Assembly where we met the President and the Delegation for 
relations with the European Union, which had visited us in Brussels on 21 June already, we had 
meetings with the Foreign Minister BAN Ki-moon, Unification Minister JUNG Dong-Yeong 
and Prime Minister LEE Hae-Chan. 

The Delegation' s two press conferences attracted a large number of journalists, including 
several TV crews and gave rise to  a wide press coverage, all this being signs of the high level of 
interest attached to all news about the political developments in the North. The recent proposal 
of the South Korean government to supply the North with 2000 MW electricity a year, 
announced the day before, added to the attention.

In the talks with Minister for Unification JUNG Dong-yeong, the Minister clarified that DPRK 
had accepted the precondition that the results of the talks should include the dismantling of all 
their nuclear programmes. The 2000MW proposal is  neither transitory nor isolated; it is to be 
included in the conclusion of the 6-party talks. South Korea does not see the KEDO project 
continuing, given the strong and unambiguous opposition of the United States and Japan.  The 
offer comes therefore as a substitute.

The difficulties for solving the North-Korean issue are two-fold, political and economic.  In this 
latter field, the main issue is the energy.  In the political field, the Minister has been trying to 
convince the North-Korean leader that a multilateral security framework would be a more 
efficient solution than a bilateral agreement.

The Minister described his personal impression of Chairman KIM Jong-il as a decisive mind 
and a very rational person. North-Korea has a reputation for unreliability.  But if Kim Jong-Il 
said something, his power is so strong that his words are final and he commits the country 
without any possible doubt. So was his commitment to return to the 6-party talks if the USA 
recognised DPRK was a sovereign state.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr BAN Ki-moon made clear that the 6-party talks should lead 
both to cessation of North-Korean nuclear activities and denuclearisation of the Korean 
peninsula and a comprehensive package on energy and economic cooperation.  The last talks 
had been brief; these should last long, and be structured with a roadmap.
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH THE KOREAN PENINSULA

1st EP/DPRK Interparliamentary Meeting (Pyongyang - Hamhung)
8th EP/RoK Interparliamentary Meeting (Seoul)

7-16 July 2005

PROGRAMME
Friday 8 July
8:30-11:35 Arrivals in Beijing airport (various flights)
10:30 Welcome of the Chairperson and Members arriving from Paris by Mr.Giovanni 

CREMONINI, Head of Political Section, European Commission Delegation
Transfer to Beijing China Hotel

33 East Chang An Avenue
Dong Cheng Dist Beijing, 100004
tel: +86 10 65 137 766
fax: +86 10 65 137 307

14:50 Leave hotel for EC Delegation
15:30-16:50 Briefing with EC Delegation and EU Ambassadors / representatives of EU 

member states' Embassies dealing with Northeast Asia regional relations and 
North Korean issues

15 Dong Zhi Men Wai Dajie Sanlitun, 100600 Beijing 
tel: +86 10 65 32 44 43 

17:30-18:30 Meeting with the Foreign Affairs Committee of 
China's National People's Congress

Tian An Men Square 

18:30-20:30 Dinner hosted by the Vice-President of the Foreign Affairs Committee of China's 
National People's Congress 

Saturday 9 July
08:00 Leave hotel to airport
11:30 Air Koryo JS 152 flight to Pyongyang
14:30 Arrival in Pyongyang airport and transfer to
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16:00 Briefing by Mrs Lindsay Stent, UK Deputy Head of Mission (presidency of the EU) 
with EU member states' Ambassadors to the DPRK 

British Embassy
tel. +850 23 81 79 80

15:30 Check in at Hotel Koryo
tel. +850 23814397

19:00 Welcome dinner hosted by Korean-West European Friendship Parliamentarian Group
Restaurant at Hotel Koryo 

Sunday 10 July
05:30 Breakfast
06:00 Leave Koryo hotel for airport
06:30 Chartered flight to Mount Paekdu area
08:00 Visit to "Secret Camp" of Mount Paekdu, "revolutionary battle sites", wild life 

sanctuary
13:00 Transfer to  Begaebong Hotel - free for own arrangements
15:00 Visit Samjiyon Memorial site of the anti-Japanese guerrilla 
17:00 Depart for Hamhung (plane)
17:45 Arrival in Hamhung airport
19:00 Arrival at Majon Guesthouse

No accessible telecommunications
20:00 Dinner with representatives of ECHO and Handicap International

Monday 11 July
09:00 Leave from Majon Guest House
09:30 Visit People's Hospital South Hamgyong Province
10:30 Visit Hamhung Orthopedic factory
11:30 Visit Hamhung Honoured Soldier's Plastic Daily Necessities Factory
12:30 Return to Majon Guest House - free for own arrangements
15:00 Depart Majon Guest House
15:30 Visit Hungnam Harbour
16:30 Depart for airport
17:30 Flight back to Pyongyang
18:30 Arrival at Pyongyang Airport

Transfer to Hotel Koryo
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Tuesday 12 July
09:00 Leave hotel for

09:30 Talk with Korean-West European Friendship Parliamentarian Group
Mansudae Assembly Hall

10:30 Meeting with Officials of the Department of Legislation of the Presidium of the 
Supreme People's Assembly

Mansudae Assembly Hall
14:30 Meet with Vice-Minister of People's Armed Forces
15:30 Meet with Officials of Cabinet economic research Institute

Mansudae Assembly Hall
18:00 Meet with country Heads of UN agencies

British Residence
18:30 Dinner hosted by the British Embassy for EP delegation, NGOs and UN agencies

British Residence

Wednesday 13 July
08:00 Leave Hotel
09:00 Visit Oryong tideland Project area (Opening ceremony) in Pyongwon County, South 

Pyongan Province
11:30 Depart for Pyongyang
13:00 Lunch hosted by European Business Association

Café Pyolmuri
15:00 Meet with Vice Minister of the Ministry of Foreign Trade 

Ministry of Foreign Trade
16:30 Visit Tong-il Market
18:00 Courtesy Call on the Chairman of the Supreme People's Assembly 
19:00 Farewell dinner hosted by the European Parliament delegation

Moranbong Hotel
22:00 Meeting with Vice Foreign Minister responsible for United States Kim Gye Gwan

Koryo Hotel
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Thursday 14 July
07:45 Check out of hotel
08:00 Leave for airport
09:30-10:30 Chartered flight to Beijing
13:10-16:00 Korean Airlines KE 852 flight to Seoul
16:00-17:50 Transfer to 

Hotel Lotte
Sogong-dong Jung-Gu
Seoul KR 100-070
tel: +82 2 77 11 000
fax: +82 2 75 23 758

18:30-19:00 Leave hotel to EU Residence
19:00-20:30 Briefing by H.E. Dorian Prince, Head of EC Delegation
20:30-21:00 Return to Hotel Lotte

Friday 15 July
07:45-08:00 Leave Hotel Lotte to Westin Chosun Hotel 
08:00-09:00 Press Conference on the visit to North Korea
09:15-10:00 Leave Westin Chosun Hotel for National Assembly 
10:00-10:30 Courtesy call on the Speaker of the National Assembly, H.E. Kim Won-ki 
10:30-11:00 Tour around the Plenary Chamber
11:00-12:30 Meeting with the Delegation for relations with the EU, National Assembly
12:30-14:00 Lunch hosted by the National Assembly
14:00-14:20 Press Conference on the EP/RoK IPM
15:00-15:40 Meeting with Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, H.E. BAN Ki-Moon 
16:00-16:40 Meeting with Minister for National Unification, H.E. JUNG Dong-Yeong
17:30-18:00 Courtesy Call on Prime Minister H.E. LEE Hae-Chan
18:05-18:20 Return to hotel
18:50-19:20 Leave hotel to Residence of Head of EC Delegation 
19:30-22:00 Debriefing with Ambassadors of Member States and dinner hosted by Head of 

EC Delegation
22:00-22:30 Return to hotel

Saturday 16 July
Individual returns to Europe 
It is recommended to leave the hotel to the airport 2 1/2-3 hours prior to departure
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