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Temporary suspension of negotiations on a new mandate for ENISA
 
Giles Chichester (ECR, UK), Parliament's rapporteur on a new proposal to
modernise the European Union Network and Information Security Agency
(ENISA), regrets the current breakdown with Council, after a failure to reach an
agreement in trialogues. 
 
"It's disappointing that we could not conclude the trialogues and persuade the Council
to accept our key points. We feel that both sides will benefit from a break in
negotiations and hope that we can come back in January and find a solution", said
Giles Chichester.
 
The European Parliament amended, in February 2012, a legislative proposal to
establish a new mandate for ENISA with effect from 13 September 2013.
 
Extending and strengthening ENISA's mandate to counter cyber-attacks
 
The amendments called for broadening the tasks of ENISA in order to strengthen EU
defences against cyber-threats. 
 
As proposed by the Commission, these improvements of ENISA would require roughly
a doubling of its operational staff and budget. The Industry committee voted to
increase the efficiency and effectiveness of ENISA as an agency working for the
benefit of the Union, among other things through moving its operational staff from
Crete to Athens.
 
It also called for the establishment of an executive board and for increased political
accountability of ENISA towards the European Parliament.
 
Further progress necessary
 
The Parliament has been in negotiations with the Cypriot Presidency during the
autumn of this year. Progress has been made on a number issues but Council has not
been willing to accept crucial aspects of the modernisation of ENISA as called for by
the Parliament, including ensuring that all the relevant staff would be located in a
branch office in Athens. 
 
Consequently, negotiations with Council are now temporarily suspended with a view to
continuing them in January.
 
"In the meantime, maybe the Commission should be giving thought to a Plan B - just
in case-", Mr. Chichester added.
 
Procedure: First reading
 
Next steps: a possible last trialogue could take place under the Irish Presidency
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Link to the press release on Committee vote on 07.02.2012:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/pressroom/content/20120206IPR37351/html/Cyber-attacks-
Industry-Committee-backs-plan-to-strengthen-EU-defences
 
 
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/itre/home.html
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the
European Parliament.  It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive record
of proceedings.
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