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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on Monday November 26, 2012 
and on Tuesday November 27, 2012 in Brussels. The following items were on the agenda.  

1. Trade Agreement between the EU of the one part and Colombia and Peru of the other 
part 

Exchange of views

INTA continued its discussion from the last meeting together with the Ambassadors of Colombia and Peru on 
the 'roadmaps´ on human, environmental and labour rights, prepared by the respective governments upon 
request of the EP, expressed in the resolution adopted on 13 June 2012. This was the last discussion before the 
vote in committee. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Mário David (EPP) Exchange of views: 26-27/3/2012 & 25-26/4/2012 
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero  Cons. of a draft recommendation: 29-30/5/2012 
Procedure: 2011/0249(NLE) - INTA/7/06949 Deadline for Ams: 15/10/2012, 12.00   
Lead committee: INTA Consideration of Ams: 6/11/2012 
 Adoption in INTA: 26-27/11/2012 
 Adoption in plenary: Dec-12 

Related documents may be found here. 

2. Establishing a framework for managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state 
dispute settlement tribunals established by international agreements to which the EU is 
party 

 
The external study on "Managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state dispute settlement tribunals 
established by EU's international investment agreements" was presented by its author, Professor Dr. Christian 
Tietje from Halle University (Germany). The study is related to the legislative proposal (COM(2012)0335) 
currently under consideration in INTA. In addition, Dr. Jan Kleinheisterkamp, from the London School of 
Economics, and the Commission also commented on the study addressing some of the key concerns related to 
the proposal. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pavel Zalewski (EPP) Presentation of a study: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Planned exchange of views: 23-24/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0163(COD) - INTA/7/09876 Planned cons. of draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013, 12.00 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here
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3. State of Play of EU-Euromed Trade Relations 
 
Following on from INTA's Report on the subject adopted by the plenary of the Parliament in 2012, the 
Commission made a detailed presentation on the state of play of trade relations with Morocco, Tunisia and 
other Euromed countries, with an overall assessment of existing agreements and the upcoming negotiations of 
DCFTAs and other sectoral trade negotiations.  A number of Members intervened, raising issues such as the 
regional versus the bilateral approach, what the benefits would be for both sides, the importance of sustainable 
development and the need to keep Parliament informed throughout the negotiations. This was a timely 
presentation as negotiations for a DCFTA with Morocco are scheduled to start early in 2013 and with Tunisia 
shortly thereafter. 

4. Delegation to Russia, 29-31 October 2012 
 
INTA Members Bernd Lange (S&D) and María Auxiliadora Correa Zamora (EPP) presented the outcome of 
the delegation to Moscow (29-31 October) to which they participated and where they met with government, 
parliamentarians, business communities, the labour federation and the civil society. Members emphasized 
that, despite the WTO accession, trade irritants remain in the bilateral relations, notably energy. They pleaded 
in favour of treating these issues in the trade provisions of the EU-Russia New Agreement which is currently 
being negotiated. They stressed that tackling corruption and improving the business climate in Russia would 
be vital to attract foreign investments, in particular from the EU. They reckoned the efforts of Russia to 
modernise its economy and to diversify its exports. 

5. Votes 

1) Transitional arrangements for bilateral investment agreements between Member States and 
third countries 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation for second 
reading  

20 4 0 

2) Development aspects of intellectual property rights on genetic resources: the impact on poverty 
reduction in developing countries  
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 13 0 12 

3) Trade Agreement between the EU of the one part and Colombia and Peru of the other part 
Rapporteur: Mário David (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 20 4 1 

4) Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending certain regulations 
relating to the common commercial policy as regards the procedures for the adoption of certain 
measures 
Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Vote on decision to enter into informal 
negotiations with the Council and the 
Commission  

25 0 0 
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6. Sustainability in the global cotton value chain 
Consideration of draft motion for a resolution

INTA has discussed a draft motion for resolution on sustainability in the global cotton value chain. The 
motion comes ahead of a possible EU accession to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC), the 
international commodity body for cotton and cotton textiles. MEPs discussed methods of fighting child 
labour, reducing negative environmental impact and price volatility as well as improving traceability 
throughout the cotton value chain. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) Consideration of draft resolution: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Deadline for Ams: 4/12/2012, 18.00 
Procedure: 2012/2841(RSP) - INTA/7/10926 Planned adoption in INTA: 23-24/1/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-13 

7. Trade and investment-driven growth for developing countries 

Consideration of draft report

MEPs discussed a draft report that examines ways of increasing the impact that trade and investment policies 
have on stimulating development in the context of the current economic crisis, while taking into account 
constraints that developing countries face and the growing role of emerging economies. The Rapporteur calls 
for a more focused aid for trade and innovative forms of financing, helping to build trade capacity, enhance 
regional integration and tackle barriers to trade and investment. During discussions members called for 
increased co-operation, policy co-ordination and greater synergies between trade and aid. They touched upon 
the issues of intellectual property rights, corporate social responsibility and "tariff escalation". 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) Exchange of views: 17-18/9/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis  Cons. of working document: 6/11/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2225(INI)- INTA/7/08738 Consideration of draft report. 26-27/11/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 24/1/2013, 18.00 
Associated committee: DEVE Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/2/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-13 

Related documents can be found here. 

8. Advancing Development: through Trade 
Consideration of draft opinion

INTA considered a draft opinion on advancing development through trade. It underlined that trade and 
investment can produce sustainable economic development only if it is accompanied by adequate technical 
assistance and national ownership of trade and development agenda. The draft opinion emphasises the need 
for innovative forms of financing and partnerships and the role of BRICS countries in advancing development 
outside their borders. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) Consideration of draft opinion: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis  Deadline for Ams: 19/12/2012, 12:00 
Procedure: 2012/2224 (INI)- INTA/7/10589 Planned adoption in INTA: 23-24/1/2013 
Lead committee: DEVE  

Related documents can be found here
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9. Interim agreement establishing a framework for an Economic Partnership Agreement 
between Eastern and Southern Africa States and the EC 

Consideration of draft recommendation

Rapporteur Caspary presented his draft report and informed the Committee of his reasons for being in favour 
of giving consent to the Interim EPA with Muritius, Seychelles, Zimbabwe and Madagascar. Some groups 
expressed reservations. Issues raised by Members concerned regional integration, protection of infant 
industry, involvement of civil society and development assistance. The Commission addressed many of the 
Members questions and worries. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) First exchange of views: 10-11/10/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Consideration of a draft report: 26-27/11/2012 
Procedure: 2008/0251(NLE) - INTA/7/00146 Deadline for Ams: 28/11/2012 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/12/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jan-13 

Related documents can be found here

10. Monitoring Group Activities 
 
The Committee received feedback from the Monitoring group on Central Asia, which had its first meeting on 
7 November 2012. 

11. Exchange of views with Ambassador of Norway to the EU, Atle Leikvoll, on the current 
developments in the EU-Norway trade relations  

 
Certain recently taken and planned measures proposed by the Norwegian government should be considered as 
protectionist, underlined MEPs during an exchange of views with H.E. Ambassador of Norway Mr. Atle 
Leikvoll.  Members said that imposition of 72% import duties on Hortensia flowers and the envisaged rise of 
import tariffs on certain types of meat and cheese are contrary to the spirit of the Agreement on the European 
Economic Area (EEA), envisaging a gradual liberalisation of agricultural trade. In its draft national budget for 
2013, the Norwegian government proposed switching from specific duties to percentage-based ad valorem 
duties for certain types of cheese, beef and lamb meat. Members of INTA underlined that this multiple 
increase in duties would strike a significant blow to the EU exporters. 

12. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

First exchange of views

This was the first exchange of views.  Members discussed this file in detail in the context of other connected 
rules at national, EU and WTO levels. Bearing in mind the divided positions in Council over this regulation, 
complex discussions are to be expected in committee. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) Exchange of views: 26-27/11/2012 & 23-24/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Public hearing: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0060(COD) - INTA/7/09334 Planned cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here
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13. Mandatory marking of origin for certain products imported by third countries 
 
INTA held an impromptu exchange of view on the so-called Origin Marking Regulation (Made In) to discuss 
recent developments on this co-decision file. 
 
On October 21st 2010, the European Parliament adopted its first reading position on the Regulation on the 
indication of the country of origin of certain products imported by third countries with 525 votes in favour, 49 
against and 44 abstentions. Since then, notwithstanding various requests by Parliament, the Council failed to 
reach a Common Position, thus effectively blocking the legislative procedure.   
 
Recently, in a surprising turn of events, the Commission announced that it will withdraw the current 
Regulation during 2013. During the exchange of views, the Commission claimed that the WTO panel decision 
on the "Cool Case" (concerning beef and pork) changed WTO jurisprudence, thus rendering the initial 
proposal of the "Made-In" Regulation WTO incompatible. However, several INTA Members expressed their 
dissatisfaction with the reasons advanced by the Commission and the fact that Parliament was informed about 
the intention of the Commission at the last moment. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) Exchange of views:26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: André Corrado Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/12/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2906(RSP) -INTA/7/11421 Planned adoption in plenary: Jan-13 
Lead committee: INTA  

 

14. Trade Defence Instruments 
Exchange of views

The Committee held an exchange of views with the European Commission on the 9th report on "Third 
country actions against the EU exporters". The report shows a stable trend regarding the number of actions 
taken by third countries against the EU. In 2009, 138 actions were launched against the EU; in 2011: 146 (94 
Anti-Dumping, 6 Countervailing Duties and 46 Safeguards) - the United States triggering 23 actions, followed 
by China and India (15).  
 
On substance, findings show an increasing inappropriate use of defence instruments by third countries. Many 
of those actions are, for example, to be considered as tit-for-tat measures against EU previous actions 
(examples: fasteners cases, cargo scanners...). Another source of concern is the extensive use of the safeguard 
instrument, particularly by developing countries which consider SG as an easier instrument than AD or CVD. 
Lack of transparency - particularly in the calculation of dumping margins - and increasing complexity of the 
cases have also been raised to the attention of the Members.  
 
Finally, a number of positive achievements were also raised, ranging from the end of the so-called "zeroing" 
dispute between the EU and the US to the increasing trend to see cases terminated without measures being 
imposed.  

Back to content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Monday December 
17, 2012 (from 15.30-19.00) and on Tuesday December 18, 2012 (from 9.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30) in 
Brussels. The meeting will be webstreamed, except for the in camera items. 

1. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 

INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, and in particular 
regarding the proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending certain 
regulations relating to the common commercial policy as regards the procedures for the adoption of certain 
measures (Trade Omnibus I proposal, 2011/0039(COD), Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, EPP) 
on which the first introductory trilogue was held on 5 December.  

Moreover, in two cases,  INTA Rapporteurs have also participated in trilogues under Rule 50 ('associated 
committee'): for Customs enforcement of intellectual property rights (2011/0137(COD), INTA Rapporteur 
Josefa Andrés Barea, S&D; IMCO in the lead) and for the Partnership Instrument (2011/0411(COD), INTA 
Rapporteur Laima Liucija Andrikienė, EPP; AFET in the lead). 
 
 

Successful negotiations 
 
Following the plenary adoption on 11 December the BITs regulation (Regulation establishing transitional 
arrangements for bilateral investment agreements between Member States and third countries) was signed the 
day thereafter. 
 
In total there were 4 INTA files altogether (Vital Moreira rapporteur for all of them), the other 3 being: 
 
 Regulation of the allocation of tariff-rate quotas to exports of wood from the Russian Federation  
 Regulation on the implementation of the agreements following negotiations in the framework of Article 

XXVIII of GATT 1994  
 Regulation on protection against dumped imports from countries not members of the European 

Community 
  

 
 
They were all signed in Strasbourg, by Mr Schulz, President of the Parliament, and by Ambassador Andreas D. 
Mavroyiannis, the Deputy Minister for EU Affairs of Cyprus in the presence of INTA Chairman Vital Moreira, 
EP rapporteur for all four files. The ceremony showed the busy legislative agenda of the Council and 
Parliament on trade issues and the productive cooperation that has been established between the two co-
legislators. 

2. Monitoring Group Activities 
 
INTA will receive its usual feedback from its Monitoring Groups for commercial relations with third countries 
or regions. Feedback is expected from Monitoring Groups on the US, Canada, Mexico, Australia and New 
Zealand, Vietnam, Maghreb. 
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3. Imports of rice originating from Bangladesh 
First exchange of views

INTA will commence its work on the Proposal for a Regulation on imports of rice originating in Bangaldesh. 
The purpose of this proposal is to align the existing Regulation with the post-Lisbon Commitology procedure. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012 
Responsible administrator: June O'Keeffe  Planned cons. of a draft report: 23-24/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0085(COD) - INTA/7/09353 Planned deadline for Ams: 29/1/2013, 18.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/2/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here

4. Delegation to Ireland, 6 December 2012 
 
INTA Chair, Vital Moreira, will provide feedback to the Committee following the INTA delegation he led to 
Dublin on December 6. The delegation, composed of David Martin (S&D), George Sabin Cutaş (S&D), Bernd 
Lange (S&D), Catherine Bearder (ALDE) Paul Murphy (GUE) and the Chair, had the opportunity of meeting  
with Minister of State Sean Sherlock, with Irish TPC Representative Gerard Monks and also with various 
representatives from the business, the industry and trade unions 

5. WTO Dispute settlement - Recent developments 
In camera

The Commission will consider the recent WTO dispute settlement key cases involving the EU during an in-
camera meeting of INTA Committee on Tuesday 18 December. The presentation will be structured as follows: 
Protectionist measures in emerging markets (including Argentina), EU defensive cases (including Chinese 
action on green technology), EU offensive cases (including cases against China) and Boeing-Airbus (defensive 
and offensive cases). Depending on the state of play of the proposal, the Commission will also likely update 
Members with the new proposal on Enforcement Regulation (Retaliation Regulation) that would provide the 
EU with a single legal framework laying down the use of retaliatory actions by the EU. 

6. Achievements of the Cyprus Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 
As the Cypriot presidency draws to a close, INTA will hold an exchange of views with Mr. Neoklis Sylikiotis, 
Minister of Commerce, Industry and Tourism. Mr. Sylikiotis is expected to provide an overview of the 
achievements of the Cypriot Presidency in the Common Commercial Policy. This will also be an opportunity 
to discuss the state of play of Pending legislative procedures. 

7. Corporate Social Responsibility: promoting society's interests and a route to 
sustainable and inclusive recovery 

8. Corporate Social Responsibility: accountable, transparent and responsible business 
behaviour and sustainable growth 

Votes
INTA will vote on the opinion of Bernd Lange on the new Corporate Social responsibility Communication of 
the European Commission on which EMPL and JURI have drafted an INI report. There are 61 amendments 
based on wide ranging views on CSR, on the need for binding or voluntary rules and on the role the EU can 
play in this regard. 
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PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Bernd Lange (S&D) First exchange of views: 17-18/9/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Cons. of a draft opinions: 6/11/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2098(INI) - INTA/7/09598 Deadline for Ams: 14/11/2012 
Procedure: 2012/2097(INI) - INTA/7/09588 Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/12/2012 
Lead committee: JURI, EMPL Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here: 2012/2098(INI) and 2012/2097(INI)

9. Interim agreement establishing a framework for an Economic Partnership Agreement 
between Eastern and Southern Africa States and the EC 

Votes
INTA will vote on the draft recommendation of rapporteur Daniel Caspary to give consent to the Interim 
Economic Partnership Agreement with Seychelles, Zimbabwe, Mauritius and Madagascar. Two groups, 
Greens and GUE, have introduced amendments, proposing to decline the consent.  
 
This vote is the final step of the procedure within INTA, which began with an exchange of views with 
ambassadors of the four countries involved. 

Calendar

10. Mandatory marking of origin for certain products imported by third countries 

Votes

INTA will vote on two Oral Questions on the same issue, one to the Council and one to the Commission, on 
what it perceives as a case of lack of inter-institutional loyalty. The Commission announced, rather suddenly 
last month, the withdrawal of the Regulation on the Mandatory marking of origin for certain products imported 
from third countries on its 2013 work programme without much explanation to Parliament of the reasons 
behind this decision. As the first reading position of Parliament was adopted by an overwhelming plenary 
majority the Committee feels that further explanation is needed from the Commission and the Council. 

Calendar

11. EU-USA Agreement under GATT 1994 relating to the modification of concessions in the 
schedules of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their accession to 
the EU 

Votes

Following the signature by the US of the EU-US Agreement pursuant to Article XXIV of GATT in Geneva on 
7 December, it is now up to the European Parliament to vote on the file in committee, to be followed by a vote 
in plenary.  The purpose of this mechanism is to compensate trading partners for any increase in customs that 
they may face when trading with countries who join a customs union - this particular agreement concerns 
compensating the US as a consequence of Bulgaria and Romania acceding to the EU. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (S&D, Chairman) Exchange of views: 3/9/2012  
Responsible administrator: June O'Keeffe  Cons. of draft recommendation: 10-11/10/2012 
Procedure: 2012/0167(NLE) - INTA/7/09979  Deadline for Ams: 8/11/2012, 12.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 17-18/12/2012  
 Planned adoption in plenary: Feb-12  

Related documents can be found here. 
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12. Temporarily withdrawing access to generalized tariff preferences from Myanmar/Burma 

Exchange of views with stakeholders
INTA will have its first discussion on the Commission proposal to reinstate GSP preferences for 
Myanmar/Burma together with representatives from ILO and trade unions.  
 
Myanmar/Burma's access to the GSP tariff preferences was temporarily withdrawn in 1997 due to 
Myanmar/Burma's serious and systematic practices of forced labour. Since 2011, Myanmar/Burma has been 
undertaking a programme of openness and reform. This has led to substantial progress in meeting ILO 
recommendations, as recognised by the ILO, which has lifted and/or suspended measures taken against 
Myanmar/Burma in June of this year and which in turn led to the Commission proposal. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012  
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero Planned cons. of draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0251(COD) - INTA/7/10682 Planned deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013  
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

Related documents can be found here. 

13. Presentation of the World Bank's Doing Business Report 2013 
 
Mr Augusto Lopez-Claros, Director in charge of this publication at the World Bank, will present the latest 
release of the annual report by the World Bank and the international Financial Corporation called "Doing 
Business 2013: Smarter Regulations for Small and Medium-Size Enterprises". Doing Business ranks the 
national economies in 10 areas of business regulation, such as starting a business, resolving insolvency and 
trading across borders. Mr Lopez-Claros will particularly focus his intervention on the impact of regulatory 
obstacles to international trade and investment and on the business climate in the main trading partners of the 
EU, such as the US, China, and Japan. This exchange of views should provide an opportunity to understand the 
efforts of many economies around the world to facilitate the growth of SMEs, and also to analyse the evolution 
of the business climate which EU companies face when investing in third countries. 

See the report

14. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 
In camera

During this regular exchange of views with INTA, Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 
Commission, will give the overview on the state of play of the international trade negotiations. 

15. Towards a Reform of the EU's Trade Defence Instruments (TDI)? 
Workshop

INTA will hold a workshop in cooperation with DG EXPO Policy Department on the 
modernisation of the Union's Trade Defence Instruments on Tuesday 18 December 2012. 
The workshop will discuss, together with distinguished panellists, the views and expectations 
in relation to the Commission's forthcoming modernisation proposal.  
  
While the economic environment has changed significantly over the last decade and 
continues to change, the rules of the European Union's trade defence instruments (TDI) have 
remained largely unchanged for more than 15 years. Trade defence instruments are often the 
only means that companies have in order to react to unfair international trading practices. At 

the same time, the application of trade defence instruments has an impact on users and consumers. 
 

See the programme
Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Georgia 5th round, 28 Jan - 1 Feb (tbc), Tbilisi, Georgia & 6th round, 
18 - 22 March (tbc), Brussels, Belgium 

Armenia 4th round, 4-8 February (tbc), Brussels, Belgium 

Vietnam 2nd round, 21-25 January, Brussels, Belgium  

Moldova 5th round, 21-25 January (tbc), Chisinau, Republic of 
Moldova & 6th round, 11-15 March (tbc), Brussels, Belgium 

 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

Trade Defence Instruments - recent developments 

 
The Wall Street Journal reported on 8 December that an internal European Commission analysis has 
determined that two Chinese makers of wireless network equipment, Huawei Technologies Co. and ZTE 
Corp., are inflicting damage on European producers by dumping products onto the European market at rock-
bottom prices.  
 
The WSJ reveals that the analysis by the European Commission finds that Huawei and ZTE are selling 
equipment for wireless networks at least 35% below what it calls fair market prices. The document, the 
existence of which hasn't previously been reported, blames extensive Chinese government support given 
directly to Huawei and ZTE, and to their customers, to buy goods made by the two companies. 
 
"Since financing is key" for this industry, "any unfair practices -- like preferential financing from the Chinese 
government -- destabilize the market instantly and create an unfair competitive advantage over the otherwise 
very competitive EU industry," according to the document, a copy of which was reviewed by The WSJ. The 
analysis suggests European companies could be quickly pushed out of business without intervention by the 
EU. "These unfair practices call for an action," the analysis says. 
 
Yet the Commission has held off on taking the next step, starting an investigation that could lead to steep 
tariffs on wireless-network equipment imported from China, possibly to be launched by the Commission 
without first receiving a complaint from companies. According to The WSJ, the Commission is now awaiting 
a proposal promised by the Chinese authorities to address Europe's complaints about government support 
received. 
 
A report published by the Intelligence Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives in October found 
Huawei and ZTE pose a security risk and urged the U.S. government to remain suspicious of allowing the two 
companies into the U.S. market. 

See also The Wall Street Journal & Investigative Report on the U.S. National Security Issues 
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WTO Dispute settlement  

 
EU request to set up a dispute panel on Argentinean import restriction  
 
On 6 December, the offensive case lodged by the EU - along with the US, Japan and Mexico - against the 
Argentinean import restriction measures accelerated with the request to establish a WTO dispute settlement 
panel. "It is the EU's last resort to see Argentina's unfair practices lifted', said Commissioner De Gucht press 
release, since preliminary consultations "did not bring any result". 
 
Since 25 May 2012, the EU has been challenging three major import restrictions imposed by Argentina, 
potentially affecting all EU goods exports to Argentina, and thus incompatible with WTO obligations: a pre-
approval for all goods import into Argentina (Declaración Jurada Anticipada de Importación); non-automatic 
licences imposed on hundreds of imported goods; and trade-balancing requirements imposed to all 
Argentinean importers.  
 
The request to set up a panel will be processed at the 17-December meeting of the WTO Dispute Settlement 
Body; however it is highly expected that Argentina will block such a request. All WTO members are allowed 
to block a first panel request, but not a second one. In a tit-for-tat move, Argentina filed requests to establish 
dispute panels in a challenge against the EU's restriction on import of biofuels and in two cases against US 
restrictions on beef and lemons.  
 
See also EC press release, Financial Times & Washington Post  
 

73rd EU/US Interparliamentary Meeting and Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue Meeting (TLD)  

 
Five Members of INTA Committee (Chairman Vital Moreira, Godelieve 
Quisthoudt-Rowohl, Maria Badia i Cutchet, George Sabin Cutaş and 
Maritje Schaake) participated from 29 November to 1 December 2012 at 
the 73rd EU/US Interparliamentary Meeting and Transatlantic Legislators' 
Dialogue Meeting (TLD) in Washington, DC. 
 
EU-US trade relations were high on the agenda of the TLD meeting, 
including both a joint meeting with 
the Ways and Means Committee of 

the US House of Representatives (in closed session), followed by a 
separate trade discussion with administration and stakeholder 
representatives. Both the attendance to (18 members from Ways and 
Means) and the discussion of the closed member-to-member joint 
meeting with Ways and Means session was exemplary: both sides 
appreciated the opportunity for a direct exchange of views between 
legislators on how to promote transatlantic trade and jobs creation, 
looking at the prospects for a comprehensive EU-US agreement on trade and investment. The meeting was 

chaired by Ways and Means Chairman Dave Camp and Trade 
Subcommittee Chairman Kevin Brady.  Chairman Moreira led the EP 
interventions on the topic. 
 
In addition to participating at the official programme, INTA Members 
visited the Office of the US Trade Representative where they had a 
separate meeting with Ambassador Miriam Sapiro (Deputy USTR). 
Chairman Moreira also met with Mike Froman (Deputy National 
Security Advisor for International Economic Affairs) and with 

Congressman Jim McDermott (Ranking Member in the Trade Subcommittee of Ways & Means). 
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Meetings held during weeks 48-49  

 November 28, 2012; meeting with representatives of Ford 

 November 29 - December 1, 2012; participation in meetings of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue in 
Washington, DC, USA 

 December 3, 2012; speaker in the conference on "FTAs in the Americas: a new Tordesillas line" 
organised by MEDEF in Paris, France    

 December 4, 2012; meeting with the Ambassador of India to the EU, Mr. Dimkar Khullar 

 December 5-6, 2012; participation in the INTA delegation to Ireland  

 

Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Delivered 
 
 External study on Managing the financial responsibility linked to investor-state dispute settlement 

tribunals established by EU's international investment agreements (under finalisation) 
 Internal briefing note on IPR protection in international trade (Post ACTA scenario) 
 Internal briefing note on Automotive sector facing global competition 
 Internal briefing note on Trade and economic relations with Central Asia 
 
Pending 
 
 Internal briefing note on Pakistan: Economic situation and bilateral commercial relations 
 Internal briefing note on Myanmar: economic situation and reset of trade relations with the West 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with Jordan 
 Internal briefing note on Trade promotion systems at the level of EU Member States and the EU itself 
 Internal briefing note on Boeing-Airbus disputes: state of play 
 

Upcoming workshops 

 
 Towards a Reform of the EU's Trade Defence Instruments (TDI) - 18 December 2012- more info 
 Workshop on the trade and economic relations with ASEAN -28 February 2013 (tbc) 
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Library briefings 

 
EU-US trade agreement: the issues of consumer protection and food safety/ Cirlig Carmen-Cristina, Library 
Briefing, 10 December 2012, 8 p. 
"Non-tariff barriers and regulatory divergence are considered as the main challenge for a potential 
comprehensive EU-US trade and investment agreement. Stemming from different values, public preferences 
and different approaches towards risk management, these regulatory issues are greatest in the fields of 
protection of health, safety and the environment." 

 
Raw materials for Europe. European Innovation Partnership/ Szczepanski Marcin, Library Briefing, 5 December 
2012, 6 p.  
"Europe is dependant on imports for many raw materials, and reliable supplies of these are critical to its 
competitiveness. Global trends show that competition for raw materials will increase in the future and that 
price levels are unpredictable." 
 
EU-Russia relations: towards a new agreement?/ Cornelia Vutz, Library Briefing, 6 December 2012, 1 p.  

Negotiations for a new EU-Russia agreement, meant to replace the current Partnership and Cooperation 
Agreement, are proving long and complicated 
 

New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Improving international investment agreements 
De Mestral, Armand, Lévesque, Céline. Routledge, 2013, 417 p. 

"Through a survey of the evolution in IIA treaty-making and an evaluation from different 
perspectives, the authors take stock of developments in international investment law and analyze 
potential solutions to some of the criticisms that plague IIAs. The book takes a multidisciplinary 
approach to the subject, with expert analysis from legal, political and economic scholars. The 
first part traces the evolution of IIA treaty-making whilst the other three parts are organised 
around the concepts of efficiency, legitimacy and sustainability." 

 
Zwischen Blockade und Konsensverpflichtung: Akteursgruppen in der WTO 
Kabus, David, LIT, 2012, 281 p. 

"Die WTO hat bislang als Liberalisierungs-agentur enttäuscht. Die Ursachen dieser Entwicklung 
werden in dieser Buch analysiert. Dabei liegt der Fokus auf dem Wechselspiel zwischen dem 
Entscheidungssystem der WTO und den Akteuren mit i  hren überlappenden und wechselnden 
Konstellationen. Die Grundlage bildet eine theoriebasierte Akteursgruppentypologie, die 
erklären soll, wann im Wechselspiel zwischen "alten" Handelsmächten, Schwellen- sowie 
Entwicklungsländern macht- und/oder legitimitätsbezogene Verhandlungsstrategien von den 

Verhandlungsteilnehmern präferiert werden." 

 
Le protectionnisme et ses ennemis 
Ha-Joon Chang, Serge Halimi; Frédéric Lordon, François Ruffin, Jacques Sapir, Edition: les Liens qui libèrent, 2012, 91 p.  

"Chômage, précarité, baisse du niveau de vie... Autant de maux que la mondialisation néolibérale 
a considérablement aggravés. Veau d'or du capitalisme, le libre-échange passe, aux yeux de ses 
défenseurs, pour une loi incontournable de l'économie, à l'égal de celle de la gravitation 
universelle de Newton. Et si le protectionnisme n'était pas l'épouvantail agité par les économistes 
bien-pensants? " 
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Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. 
 
For more information please visit our Library intranet pages on International Trade  
Contact: Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 and Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201 
 

Press releases 

 
MEPs back two major pacts with Latin America 
Press release - 11-12-2012  
 
Two landmark pacts freeing up EU trade with Colombia, Peru and six countries in Central America can now 
take effect, after Parliament approved them on Tuesday. Before giving their consent, MEPs also approved 
rules to shield EU manufacturers and banana growers against adverse effects of import surges.   
 
International Trade Committee backs EU trade deal with Colombia and Peru 
Press release 27-11-2012  
 
Parliament should give its consent to a proposed EU trade deal with Columbia and Peru, said the International 
Trade Committee on Tuesday. MEPs welcomed the countries' commitments to specific labour and 
environmental targets, set out in binding roadmaps, as requested by European Parliament in the run-up to the 
deal.  
 
Cheaper wood imports from Russia: MEPs endorse deal 
Press release -  21-11-2012  
 
EU forest industries, including wood processers for the building industry and paper producers, will be able to 
buy cheaper imports of raw spruce and pine from Russia, under an agreement approved by Parliament on 
Wednesday.  
 

Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
17 December Dispute Settlement Body   
18-20 December Trade Policy Review: United States of America  

Events calendar 2012 
Summits and Events 

 
21 December EU-Russia Summit 

More info
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Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet & E-Committee 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Cyprus Presidency 
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2013 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
January 23, 2013, from 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday January 24, 2013 from 09.00-12.30 in 
Brussels. The calendar of 2013 meetings can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
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