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1 Introduction 

 
Article 96(2) of the Framework Financial Regulation states: “At the request of the European Parliament or the Council, the director shall report on the 
measures taken in the light of these observations and comments”. 
 
This report provides an overview of the measures taken by the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) in the light 
of observations and comments made by the Discharge Authority on 10 May 2012 in respect of the implementation of the budget of 2010. 

2 European Parliament’s observations and measures taken by ECDC  
 
Reference Observation of the Discharge Authority Response and measures taken by ECDC  

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 4 

Acknowledges from the final annual accounts of the Centre for the 
financial year 2010 that its budget execution rate reached 95% in terms 
of commitment appropriations; is however concerned that the budget 
execution rate in terms of payments only reached 68 % of its total 
budget; believes nevertheless that this is already an improvement 
compared to 59 % in 2009 but considers that further efforts need to 
be made by the Centre in this respect; 
 

Further efforts have been made and as a result the 
budget execution, in terms of payments, has been 
improved to 76 % of the total budget in 2011, compared 
to 68 % in 2010. ECDC is currently working on a 
Financial Policy in order to ensure future improvement 
regarding this matter. 

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 7 

Acknowledges from the Court of Auditors that in 2010, an amount of 
EUR 15 600 000, equivalent to 27 % of the total budget including 50 
% of Title III – Operational expenditure – was carried forward to 
2011; urges once more the Centre to promptly redress the deficiencies 
found by the Court of Auditors on carryovers; underlines that a high 
level of carryovers has a negative impact on the implementation of the 
budget; 

ECDC has addressed the high level of carry-forward and 
has reduced the amount to 11 million EUR in 2011, 
equivalent to 19 % of the total budget, compared to 27 
% of the total budget carried forward in 2010 (15.6 
million EUR). The Centre successfully reduced the carry-
forward of its operational expenditure in 2011 by 10% 
compared to 2010, representing a second successive year 
of improvement. The Centre will continue this effort in 
order to further reduce the carry-forward. 
 

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 8 

Is concerned that this high level of carry forward matched by a low 
level of accrued expenditure is excessive and is at odds with the 
principle of annuality; 

In 2011 the level of accrued expenditure proportional to 
the carry-forward has been improved from 35% to 49%, 
in comparison to 2010. ECDC is currently working on a 
Financial Policy in order to ensure future improvement 
regarding this matter. 
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P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 11 

Observes from its AAR that the procurement office dealt with 50 
open procedures and 18 negotiated procedures as well as 8 calls for 
proposals; calls on the Centre to provide the discharge authority with 
the results of each of the procurement procedures; 

Of the open procurement procedures, all but 10 were 
successful concluded with the award of one or multiple 
contracts. Of the negotiated procedures, all but 5 resulted 
in successful contract awards. In these cases, procedures 
were reviewed and either specifications were revised and 
re-launched or, in the case of services, the workload was 
absorbed by ECDC.  
 
In accordance with Art. 119, para. 3 of the Implementing 
Rules applicable to the general Financial Regulations the 
results of the open procedures for contracts awarded 
with a value between €25K-€60K were published as were 
those specific contracts with an aggregated value 
exceeding €125K, in accordance with Art. 118, para. 4 of 
the same Implementing Rules. 
 

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 14 

Urges the Centre to put in place sufficient measures to guarantee the 
transparency of its recruitment procedures; is in particular concerned 
about the Court of Auditors’ findings: neither the thresholds that 
candidates had to meet in order to be invited to the interview, nor 
those necessary to be put on the reserve list were fixed in advance; 
notes that this could cover up a situation of nepotism or conflict of 
interests; 

The Internal Procedure on recruitment was revised and 
has been effective since January 2012. It includes detailed 
rules on the pass rates and weightings of interview and 
test results. The Internal Procedure also states that the 
candidates assessed to best match the selection criteria 
are invited to the interview. Depending on the number of 
applications received, the selection committee may apply 
stricter requirements with aforementioned selection 
criteria. The Internal Procedure is published on the 
ECDC website and available to all candidates (see 
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/jobs/Documents/11
12_ECDC_Recruitment_Selection_Procedure.pdf) 
 

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 19 

Observes from the RBFM that a review of the implementation of the 
Internal Control System was carried out; is concerned in particular that 
two of the standards have still not been implemented, notably business 
continuity and evaluation of activities, and four others have only been 
partly implemented; urges therefore the Centre to promptly take 
action in this respect and inform the discharge authority of the stage 
of implementation of these standards; 

Regarding the two Internal Control Standards not yet 
implemented, a Business Continuity Plan has now been 
put in place, and the Centre is subject to an external 
evaluation in 2013. Furthermore, an Evaluation Plan will 
be prepared for the evaluations to be performed in 2013. 
Progress has also been made on the four standards only 
partly implemented; two of them are now in place, and it 
is expected that the other two will be fully implemented 
by Q2 2013.  
 

http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/jobs/Documents/1112_ECDC_Recruitment_Selection_Procedure.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/aboutus/jobs/Documents/1112_ECDC_Recruitment_Selection_Procedure.pdf
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P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 20 

Ascertains from the RBFM that the planned audit of the Internal 
Audit service (IAS) on 'Processes supporting the establishment of the 
Annual Work Programme, focusing on the Management Information 
System' was postponed to 2011; calls therefore on the Centre to 
inform the discharge authority on the IAS finding at the beginning of 
2012; 

The report summarizing the number of Internal Audits 
conducted by the Internal Auditor (as per article 72.5 of 
the Framework Financial Regulation) for 2011 includes 
the recommendations from the audit on 'Processes 
supporting the establishment of the Annual Work 
Programme, focusing on the Management Information 
System'.  
 

P7_TA(2012)0170 
at paragraph 21 

Acknowledges also from the Centre that at the end of 2010 the IAS 
audit reported no critical findings; however six important findings 
were still open; is informed by the Centre that four of these 
recommendations concern health communication, the performance 
indicators, the checklist used by the financial actors and the estimation 
of costs of the Centre’s meetings; urges the centre to inform the 
discharge authority about the other two recommendations that still 
need to be implemented by the Centre; 

The two recommendations in question concerned on-
the-spot controls/verifications of grants and ex-post 
controls/verifications on financial transactions. However, 
the report on summarizing the number of Internal Audits 
conducted by the Internal Auditor (as per article 72.5 of 
the Framework Financial Regulation) for 2010, did 
include all six important findings still open. The report 
was transmitted to the European Parliament through 
email on 10 October 2011 at 16.37, and was a 
replacement of the report submitted on 10 October 2011 
at 15.53, which due to a clerical error did indeed not 
include the last page with the two last observations.  
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