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The previous meeting of the Committee on International Trade took place on December 17, 2012 (from 
15.30-19.00) and on Tuesday December 18, 2012 (from 9.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30) in Brussels. The 
following items were on the agenda.  

1. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
 
Under the regular item, the Committee was informed of the trilogue negotiations held on 5 December 2012 on 
a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending certain regulations relating to the 
common commercial policy as regards the procedures for the adoption of certain measures (Trade Omnibus 
I proposal, 2011/0039(COD), Rapporteur: Godelieve Quisthoudt-Rowohl, EPP). 

2. Monitoring Group Activities 
 
The Committee received feedback from the Monitoring groups on trade and economic relations with Central 
Asia, Mexico and Canada. 
 

3. Imports of rice originating from Bangladesh 
First exchange of views

INTA held an exchange of views on the Proposal for a Regulation on imports of rice originating in 
Bangladesh.  The purpose of this proposal is to align the existing Regulation with the post-Lisbon 
Commitology procedure. The rapporteur Paul Murphy (GUE) outlined his views on the need for coherence 
between this file and the Omnibus files, a view that was shared by Members.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Paul Murphy (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012 
Responsible administrator: June O'Keeffe  Planned cons. of a draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0085(COD) - INTA/7/09353 Planned deadline for 27/2/2013, 18.00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13  

Related documents can be found here

4. Delegation to Ireland, 6 December 2012 
 
INTA Chair, Vital Moreira, gave feedback to the Committee following the very successful INTA delegation 
he led to Dublin on 6 December, in view of the Irish Presidency of the EU. The delegation, which was 
composed of David Martin (S&D), George Sabin Cutaş (S&D), Bernd Lange (S&D), Catherine Bearder 
(ALDE) Paul Murphy (GUE) and the Chair, had the opportunity of meeting with Minister of State Sean 
Sherlock, with Irish TPC Representative Gerard Monks and also with various representatives from the 
business, the industry and trade unions to discuss trade priorities. 
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5. Temporarily withdrawing access to generalized tariff preferences from Myanmar/Burma 

Exchange of views with stakeholders

INTA had its first discussion on the Commission proposal to reinstate GSP preferences for Myanmar/Burma 
together with Mr Kari Tapiola, Special Advisor to the Director-General of ILO, and Mr Jeff Vogt from the 
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC).  
 
Mr Tapiola confirmed progress in Myanmar/Burma, as recognised by the ILO in June, and outlined the 
ongoing cooperation between the government and ILO to combat forced labour. Mr Vogt stressed that there 
are reports of continued practice of forced labour in the country, and that only very few cases of criminal 
sanctions have been applied. He called on the EU to establish a clear policy of public disclosure and due 
diligence. The rapporteur announced that he would propose to support the Commission proposal, but that the 
legislative proposal would be accompanied by a political resolution. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: David Martin (S&D) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012  
Responsible administrator: Helena Halldorf-Romero Planned cons. of draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0251(COD) - INTA/7/10682 Planned deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013  
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc  

Related documents can be found here. 

6. Current Challenges and Opportunities for Renewable Energy in the European Internal 
Energy Market 

Exchange of views

Rapporteur Yannick Jadot presented his initial views on the chances for renewable energy on the European 
energy market, stressing that that sector has been an important source of new employment, but that the EU 
leadership is being eroded by unfair trading practices in third countries. After having listened to other 
members and the Commission, the rapporteur explained that he would present his draft opinion on the 
Commission Communication – to which ITRE is dedicating an INI report – during the next meeting. 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Yannick Jadot (Greens) Exchange of views: 17-18/12/2012 
Responsible administrator: Leon Peijnenburg Planned cons. of draft opinion: 23/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/2259(INI) - INTA/7/10970 Planned deadline for Ams: 28/1/2013, 12.00 
Lead committee: ITRE Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/2/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here

7. Achievements of the Cyprus Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 
The presidency expressed its thanks to INTA and the Parliament for good cooperation during the Cyprus 
presidency. The presidency was pleased with the conclusion of agreements with Colombia-Peru, Central 
America, ACAA, Russia, Safeguards and Stabilisation mechanism on bananas, the Autonomous trade 
preferences to Pakistan, the amendments in the basic AD regulation, and progress in negotiations with 
Canada, in the Southern Mediterranean countries, Malaysia, Vietnam and Eastern Partnership countries, 
progress in Omnibus I and II, finalising the negotiations with Singapore, and the opening of bilateral FTA 
negotiations notably with Japan. Moreover, the Cyprus presidency expects the EU-US HLWG report on 
Growth and Jobs to be finalised in the coming weeks and saw potential in the EU-China relations, as regards 
investment and market access in particular, and welcomed the progress achieved in relation to some 
implementing provisions of Council decisions on international agreements, now subject to Ordinary 
Legislative Procedure (co-decision). Members raised questions on including sustainability and human rights 
clauses in possible negotiations with China, progress in India negotiations, sluggish progress in negotiation s 
with Mercosur, IPR enforcement in the CETA.  
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8. Votes 

1) Corporate Social Responsibility: promoting society's interests and a route to sustainable and 
inclusive recovery 
Rapporteur: Bernd Lange (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended  24 2 1 

2) Corporate Social Responsibility: accountable, transparent and responsible business behaviour 
and sustainable growth  
Rapporteur: Bernd Lange (S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft opinion as amended 24 2 1 

3) Interim agreement establishing a framework for an Economic Partnership Agreement between 
Eastern and Southern Africa States and the EC 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 20 5 1 

4) EU-USA Agreement under GATT 1994 relating to the modification of concessions in the 
schedules of the Republic of Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their accession to the EUC 
Rapporteur: Vital Moreira (Chairman, S&D) 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft recommendation (consent) 25 0 1 

5) Mandatory marking of origin for certain products imported by third countriess 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft oral question to the Council  20 5 1 
Draft oral question to the Commission 26 0 0 

6) State of play of Trade Negotiations with Mercosurs 
 

 in favour against abstentions 
Draft oral question to the Commission 24 0 0 

9. Presentation of the World Bank's Doing Business Report 2013 
 
The Director for this publication at the World Bank, Augusto Lopez-Claros, presented the findings of the 
2013 release of this annual report. He explained that the pace of reforms remained strong over the last years 
around the world and helped to contribute to the growth of foreign direct investments. In particular, two third 
of EU economies carried out reforms which improve the business climate for SMEs in 2011/2012. He 
highlighted that making reforms for a better business environment include many trade-related regulations and 
practices; for example, in the field of trade facilitation, developing economies in several regions of the world 
have reduced delays in exporting and importing through seaports.  
 
The report also shows that economies have converged towards the best practices over the last 10 years since 
the Doing Business report first assessed the situation. Yet, smart and efficient regulations do not imply low 
regulations or the absence of rule of law; countries that rank high on the ease of doing business tend to 
combine fair and efficient regulatory processes with strong legal backgrounds. Three regions have advanced 
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their reform agenda the most since 2005: Eastern Europe, Central Africa and Sub-saharan Africa, which 
contrasts with usual preconceived ideas about these regions. To continue giving an incentive to countries to 
reach the "frontier" of regulatory efficiency, the World Bank will not use more comparative analysis of each 
country's evolution over time and expand the coverage of indicators to new areas not currently covered, to 
broaden the definition of existing indicators and to innovate in the way of presenting its findings. 

10. WTO Dispute settlement - Recent developments 
In camera

INTA had an exchange of views with the Commission on the state-of-play of WTO dispute settlement, 
including protectionist measures imposed by Argentina, local content requirements by Ontario, raw materials 
and rare earths, standards of the TDI; steel fasteners, seals and renewable energy, and the Boeing-Airbus and 
Airbus-Boeing cases. The Commission acknowledged Parliament's swift responses in relation to facilitating 
compliance with WTO rulings by amending legislation. 

11. State of Play on International Trade Negotiations 
In camera

The regular "in camera" exchange of views took place with Jean-Luc Demarty, Director General, DG Trade, 
Commission, on the state of play of the international trade negotiations. 

12. Towards a Reform of the EU's Trade Defence Instruments (TDI)? 
Workshop

A workshop co-organised by INTA and the policy department of  
DG EXPO was held in connection to the regular meeting on 18 
December 2012 with an excellent participation of stakeholders and 
Members. Presentations were made by Mr Frank Hoffmeister, 
Deputy Head of Commissioner De Gucht's Cabinet, Dr Edwin 
Vermulst, faculty member World Trade Institute - Bern and Prof. 
Jacques Bourgeois from the College of Europe.  
 
While the economic environment has changed significantly over the 
last decade continues to change, the rules of the European Union's 
trade defence instruments (TDI) have remained largely unchanged for more than 15 years. TDIs are often the 
only means that companies have in order to react to unfair international trading practices. At the same time, 
the application of the TDIs has an impact on users and consumers. According to the Commission, areas likely 
to be covered by the forthcoming proposal are Transparency and predictability, Fight against retaliation, 
Effectiveness and enforcement, Cooperation, Codification and other areas.  
 
Main interlocutors presenting businesses and industry, Member States as well as trade unions, were also given 
the floor. In the discussion, questions were raised whether the preconditions set by the Commissioner for a 
reform of the Union's Trade Defence (i.e. subsiding of the economic crisis and consideration of the changes 
resulting from the Doha round) have been fulfilled. Another question concerned whether the EU is dedicating 
enough resources to TDI, in light of increase of relevant resources in other countries. Whilst modernisation of 
the TDIs was generally welcomed, some emphasized that the Union already applies many WTO plus elements 
in its own TDI practices. 
 
The Commission proposal on the modernisation of the Union TDI is expected in April. Under the Lisbon 
Treaty, the Parliament will be dealing with this important proposal as legislator on an equal footing with the 
Council.  

Watch the workshop

 
Back to content 
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The next meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday January 
23, 2012 (from 09.00-12.30 and from 15.00-18.30) in Brussels. The meeting will be webstreamed, except for 
the in camera items. 

1. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Consideration of Council position
 
The European Parliament has now received the Council position in first reading, which supports the 
Commission proposal and rejects the amendments by the European Parliament. 
 
INTA will discuss the Council position and take a decision regarding the future process of this file. A vote by 
the committee will be necessary in order to have a mandate to enter into negotiations, and to establish the 
negotiating team. 

2. Priorities of the Irish Presidency in the area of International Trade Policy 
 
Mr. Richard Bruton, Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation of the Republic of Ireland, will present to 

INTA the priorities and the expectations of the Irish Presidency in the field of international 
trade policy. The Minister is expected to highlight key trade deals such as those with 
Singapore, Canada, Japan and India as well as preparations for the launch of an EU-US 
trade agreement.   
 

3. Trade between the Community and third countries in drug precursors 

Exchange of views

INTA will hold an exchange of views on the proposal amending Council Regulation (EC) No 111/2005 on 
trade in drug precursors between the EU and third countries. Medicinal products for human use containing 
ephedrine or pseudoephedrine are not included in the scope of the Regulation and as a result they cannot be 
stopped or seized by Member States' competent authorities. 
 
Aim of the current proposal is to prevent diversion of precursors by making it more difficult, expensive and 
risky to obtain chemicals for manufacturing of drugs (methamphetamine) without impeding legitimate trade.  
The proposal also seeks adaptation of Regulation (EC) 111/2005 to the rules on delegated and implementing 
acts under the TFEU. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Franck Proust (EPP) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: Miriam Korteweg Planned cons. of a draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0250(COD) - INTA/7/10782 Planned deadline for Ams: 28/2/2013, 18.00 
Lead committee: INTA Planned consideration of Ams: 20-21/3/2013 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 24-25/4/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Jun-13  

Related documents can be found here
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4. Monitoring Group Activities 
 
The Committee will receive feedback from its Monitoring groups on meetings held since December. Feedback 
is expected from the Monitoring groups on South Caucasus and Vietnam. Furthermore, a meeting of the Chile 
Monitoring group took place on 18 December, feedback is expected to given at the INTA-meeting in February. 
The monitoring group on India will meet on Thursday 24 January and the monitoring group on Taiwan will 
meet on Wednesday, 30 January. 

5. State of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations 
 
INTA will continue with the regular item on the state of play of ongoing trilogue negotiations, and in particular 
regarding two legislative procedures where INTA Rapporteurs have participated in trilogues under Rule 50 
('associated committee') of the EP's Rules of Procedure: for Customs enforcement of intellectual property 
rights (2011/0137(COD), INTA Rapporteur Josefa Andrés Barea, S&D; IMCO in the lead) and for the 
Partnership Instrument (2011/0411(COD), INTA Rapporteur Laima Liucija Andrikienė, EPP; AFET in the 
lead). 
 
Successful negotiations 
 
Following the plenary adoption on 11 December 2012 of the two safeguard regulations related to the 
agreements with Central America as well as Peru and Colombia, these two regulations were signed on 15 
January 2013 by President Schulz and Ms Creighton, Irish Minister for European Affairs, in the presence of 
both rapporteurs Mr Jörg Leichtfreid and Mr Bernd Lange. 
 
 

 

6. Access of third-country goods and services to the Union’s internal market in public 
procurement and procedures supporting negotiations on access of Union goods and 
services to the public procurement markets of third countries 

Second exchange of views

INTA has started working on this file in November 2012, which seeks to give the EU some leverage in seeking 
to redress the imbalance in the openness to public procurement. The aim of this instrument is to create leverage 
in negotiations with third countries to open up their public procurement markets by giving the EU the 
possibility to apply the reciprocity principle and, thereby, closing the open EU public procurement market for  
protectionist third countries. First discussions with shadows and involved Commission services (DG TRADE 
and DG MARKT) have already taken place, a public hearing on this controversial matter is scheduled for 20 
February 2013. The Commission has been invited to present its impact assessment during the 2nd exchange of 
views on this file. IMCO is associated to INTA under rule 50 in certain articles of the Regulation. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Daniel Caspary (EPP) Exchange of views: 26-27/11/2012 & 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: Felix Lutz Public hearing: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0060(COD) - INTA/7/09334 Planned cons. of a draft report: 16-17/9/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 27-28/11/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: tbc 

Related documents can be found here
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7. The EU's External Aviation Policy - Addressing Future Challenges 

First exchange of views
The Committee will hold an exchange of views on the basis of the Commissions' communication on the "EU's 
External Aviation Policy" released on 29 September. This file raises many questions regarding international 
trade aspects and, therefore, an opinion report will be drafted and adopted by the Committee at a later stage. 
The lead committee is TRAN Committee. Regarding the Council, the Trade Council adopted its own 
conclusions before Christmas break (20 December).  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Robert Sturdy (ECR) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: Remi Pierot  Planned cons. of a draft opinion: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/2299(INI) - INTA/7/11252 Planned deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013, 18:00 
Lead committee: TRAN Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: May-13  

Related documents can be found here

8. Amendment to Annex I to Council Regulation (EC) No 1528/2007 as regards the 
exclusion of a number of countries from the list of regions or states which have 
concluded negotiations 

Votes
INTA will vote on a decision to enter into negotiations with the Council in order to find a second reading 
agreement on this file. 

9. Advancing Development through Trade 
Votes

INTA will vote on an opinion to the report drafted by the Committee on Development on giving boost to 
development via trade. The draft opinion underlines the role of beneficiary countries in mobilising their 
domestic resources, importance of capacity building and mainstreaming of the economic development policies. 
It calls on the donor community to better co-ordinate its actions and to seek innovative ways of development 
funding. INTA is also drafting a report on Trade and investment-driven growth for developing countries. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Tokia Saïfi (EPP) Consideration of draft opinion: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis  Deadline for Ams: 19/12/2012, 12:00 
Procedure: 2012/2224 (INI)- INTA/7/10589 Planned adoption in INTA: 23/1/2013 
Lead committee: DEVE  

Related documents can be found here

10. Sustainability in the global cotton value chain 
Votes

INTA will vote on a draft resolution calling for increased sustainability in the world cotton economy. It urges 
to intensify efforts in fighting child labour, environmental degradation and price volatility by increasing 
transparency and traceability throughout the cotton value chain. The motion comes ahead of a possible EU 
accession to the International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) on which the EP has the right of consent. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Cristiana Muscardini (ECR) Consideration of draft resolution: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Mindaugas Kojelis Deadline for Ams: 4/12/2012, 18.00 
Procedure: 2012/2841(RSP) - INTA/7/10926 Planned adoption in INTA: 23/1/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in plenary: Mar-13 

Related documents can be found here
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11. Establishing a framework for managing financial responsibility linked to investor-state 
dispute settlement tribunals established by international agreements to which the EU is 
party 

Exchange of views

INTA will continue discussions on a legislative proposal on regulation establishing a framework for managing 
financial responsibility linked to investor-state dispute settlement tribunals established by international 
agreements, to which the EU is party (COM(2012)0335), and for which INTA Rapporteur is Paweł Zalewski 
(EPP). 
The Lisbon Treaty provided the competence to negotiate investment agreements into EU competence. The 
Commission has so far not concluded any EU-level investment agreements yet, but there are several 
negotiations ongoing (or even being finalised) for an EU FTA, where the Commission is also negotiating for 
including an investment chapter (Singapore, Canada, India), including the so-called 'investor-state dispute 
settlement' (ISDS), which allows an investor to bring a claim against a state. 
 
Considering the possible challenges related to those disputes, in Kader Arif's report on the future European 
international investment policy (EP resolution of 6 April 2011) the Parliament requested the Commission "to 
present, as soon as possible, a regulation on how responsibilities are to be divided between the EU and national 
levels, particularly in financial terms, in the event that the EU loses a case in international arbitration" 
(paragraph 35 thereof). Thus, this proposed regulation comes as a direct response to Parliament's request.  
 
The proposed regulation deals with situations when the EU would be sued by a foreign investor in accordance 
with an agreement concluded by the EU and containing ISDS provisions (thus applying to the Energy Charter 
Treaty and all future EU agreements containing ISDS). The proposed regulation addresses three main issues: 
(i) who will bear the financial responsibility; (ii) who will be the respondent and thus defend the actions of the 
EU/Member States; and (iii) the related system of payment. Moreover, the regulation also sets out provisions 
for settlements.  
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Pavel Zalewski (EPP) Presentation of a study: 26-27/11/2012 
Responsible administrator: Martti Kalaus Planned exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0163(COD) - INTA/7/09876 Planned cons. of draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Lead committee: INTA Planned deadline for Ams: 26/2/2013, 12.00 
 Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2013 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13 

Related documents can be found here

12. Current Challenges and Opportunities for Renewable Energy in the European Internal 
Energy Market 

Consideration of draft opinion

Rapporteur Yannick Jadot will present his draft opinion, which INTA will send to ITRE in light of its INI 
report on the Commission Communication on this issue. In his opinion the rapporteur highlights his support 
for the G20 agreement to phase out subsidies for fossil fuels, the importance he attaches to making renewable 
energy sustainable and his call on the Commission to make vigilant use of trade defence instruments to counter 
illegal trading practices of third countries.  

Calendar
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13. EU-China Agreement (Articles XXIV and XXVIII of GATT 1994) relating to the modification 
of concessions in the schedules of Bulgaria and Romania in the course of their 
accession to the EU 

Exchange of views
Rapporteur Helmut Scholz will outline the requirements under WTO rules for the EU to negotiate concessions 
with trading partners for any disadvantage they suffer as a result of the EU enlarging to take in new member 
states. This particular report concerns the concessions being accorded to China as a result of Bulgaria and 
Romania acceding to the EU. This is the last of such agreements to be negotiated following Bulgaria and 
Romania's accession - the Committee voted on a similar agreement with the US at its December meeting. 
INTA will be requested to grant its consent over the coming months before the agreement can be finally 
approved. 
 
 

PROCEDURE TIMETABLE 
Rapporteur: Helmut Scholz (GUE/NGL) Exchange of views: 23/1/2013 
Responsible administrator: June O'Keeffe  Planned cons. of a draft report: 20-21/2/2013 
Procedure: 2012/0304(NLE) - INTA/7/11162 Planned deadline for Ams: 27/2/2013, 12:00  
Lead committee: INTA Planned adoption in INTA: 20-21/3/2012 
 Planned adoption in plenary: Apr-13  

Related documents can be found here

 

 

 
Back to Content 
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State-of-play of ongoing negotiations 

 
Free trade agreements: tentative dates of upcoming negotiation rounds  
All dates are indicative and subject to possible changes and postponement. 
 

Moldova 5th round, 21 - 25 January, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 
6th round, 11 - 15 March, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 10 - 14 June, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova 
 

Vietnam 2nd round, 21-25 January, Brussels, Belgium 
3rd round, 22-26 April, Hanoi, Viet Nam 
 

Georgia 5th round, 28 Jan - 1 Feb, Tbilisi, Georgia 
6th round, 18 - 22 March, Brussels, Belgium 
7th round, 24 - 28 June, Tbilisi, Georgia 
 

Armenia 4th round, 4 - 8 February, Brussels, Belgium 
5th round, 15 - 19 April, Yerevan, Armenia 
6th round, 17 - 21 June, Brussels, Belgium 

 

Source: DG TRADE, European Commission, more info
 

Trade Defence Instruments - recent developments 

 
Not directly linked with Trade Defence Instruments, but rather as a complement to them, the European 
Commission adopted on last 18 December a proposal for a regulation establishing a legislative framework 
enabling the EU to enforce its rights when facing illegal and unfair trade actions by a third country, in line 
with rules established at the international level (WTO) or in bilateral/regional trade agreements.  
 
So far, the Union does not have a common legislative framework enabling it to react and defend its interest in 
rapid and effective ways. Until now, each time the Union wants to exercise its enforcement rights, it has to 
follow a case by case approach, by using ad hoc regulations which are time-consuming and thus could affect 
the ability of the Union to defend itself properly. As said by Commissioner De Gucht in presenting this 
proposal: "When international trade disputes prove that other countries haven't played by the rules, the EU 
needs to be able to react efficiently and swiftly to defend its interest".  
 
For more info see the Commission press release 

WTO Dispute settlement  

 
On 19 December, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body took an important and expected ruling in the so-called 
"Ontario Case". This case was initiated in 2011 by the EU (and Japan) to challenge a renewable energy feed-
in-tariff programme put in place by Canadian province of Ontario.  
 
According to the report published by the body panel, this programme violates WTO rules because it requires 
participating electricity generators to source up to 60 percent of their equipment in Ontario (in the case of 
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wind technology: 50 percent, and for solar projects: 60 percent). This provision (also called "local content 
requirement") does not conform to WTO non discrimination principle, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body 
said. However, the panel refuted the assertion that the feed-in-programme amounts to illegal subsidies, since it 
does not confer a benefit (which is a required criteria for a subsidy), according to the panel.  
 
Canada and the EU (and Japan) have until mid-February to appeal the panel's decision.  
 
For more info see also : ICTSD (Bridges) article, press release by the Commission or WTO website. 
 

The Steering Group of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO 

 
In its first meeting in 2013, the Steering group discussed the process of selecting a new Director-General for 
the WTO, as nine candidates put forward their candidature by the end-date of 31 December 2012 to replace 
Mr Pascal Lamy. It was decided to include a discussion on the selection procedure on a future INTA agenda.  
 
The Steering group also discussed its work programme for 2013, which will include two meetings of the 
Steering Committee, one in Brussels on 28 and 29 May. It was also decided that a Parliamentary Conference 
should be organised back-to-back with the WTO Ministerial Conference in Bali on 3-6 December 2013, to 
which the European Parliament should send a delegation.  
 

Meetings held during weeks 50-3  

 

 December 12, 2012: Lunch with H.E. the Ambassador of Canada, Mr Plunkett, in the context of the 
INTA Canada Monitoring Group  

 December 12, 2012: Signature of: Regulation establishing transitional arrangements for bilateral 
investment agreements between Member States and third countries, Regulation of the allocation of tariff-
rate quotas to exports of wood from the Russian Federation, Regulation on the implementation of the 
agreements following negotiations in the framework of Article XXVIII of GATT 1994 and Regulation on 
protection against dumped imports from countries not members of the European  

 January 7, 2013: Meeting with representatives of the Irish Presidency 

 January 7, 2013: Meeting with Serguei Ouattara, President & Executive Manager of the EU-AFRICA 
Chamber of Commerce  

 January 9, 2013: Meeting with Dennis Kredler, Director General for the European Retail Round Table  

 January 10, 2013: Meeting with a delegation from the National Assembly of South Korea  

 January 11, 2013: Meeting with H.E. the Ambassador of Bangladesh, Mrs Ismat Jahan 

 January 15, 2013: Signature of Regulations on Safeguards Colombia-Peru and Central America  
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Briefing notes & studies by the Policy department  

 
Pending 
 
 Internal briefing note on Pakistan: Economic situation and bilateral commercial relations 
 Mongolia country briefing (including chapter on trade and economics) 
 Internal briefing note on the TPP negotiations and their impact on the EU 
 Internal briefing note on Does ACTA still matter? Protecting IPR in international trade. 
 Internal briefing note on Myanmar: economic situation and reset of trade relations with the West 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with the Philippines 
 Internal briefing note on Economic and trade relations with Jordan 
 Internal briefing note on Trade promotion systems at the level of EU Member States and the EU itself 
 Internal briefing note on Boeing-Airbus disputes: state of play 
 External study on EU Free Trade Policy in comparison with those of third countries  
 

Upcoming workshops 

 
 Workshop on the trade and economic relations with ASEAN -28 February 2013  
 Workshop on the Plurilateral Agreement on services - -26.03.2013 (tbc) 
 

Library briefings 

 
 
UE-Mercosur: négociations en cours - Caroline Renuart, Library Briefing, 10 January 2013, 1 p. 

"Depuis la reprise en 2010 des discussions entre l'UE et le Mercosur en vue d'un accord d'association, neuf 
cycles de négociations ont déjà eu lieu. Pourtant, lors du dernier sommet UE-Mercosur d'octobre 2012, les 
participants ont dû reconnaître que si des progrès ont été enregistrés sur les parties normatives de l'accord, 
aucune discussion n'a encore été entamée quant à l'accès aux marchés respectifs" 
 
Recent EU-China trade frictions - Gisela Grieger, Library Briefing, 18 December 2012, 1 p. 

"This year, frictions between China and the EU on trade have come to a head. Growing Chinese export 
volumes to the EU have been affected by EU trade-defence instruments (TDIs), while China's announcements 
of retaliatory measures have increasingly been followed by formal WTO complaints against the EU. 
 
EU-US trade agreement: the issues of consumer protection and food safety - Carmen-Cristina Cirlig, Library 
Briefing, 10 December 2012, 8 p. 
"Non-tariff barriers and regulatory divergence are considered as the main challenge for a potential 
comprehensive EU-US trade and investment agreement. Stemming from different values, public preferences 
and different approaches towards risk management, these regulatory issues are greatest in the fields of 
protection of health, safety and the environment." 
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New books in the Library reading room collection (available for loan)  

 
Palgrave handbook of international trade - Bernhofen, Daniel M., Palgrave Macmillan, 2011, 711 p. 

"International trade is the core foundation of globalization. This current and up-to-date volume 
brings together the finest academics working in the field today, containing contributions in key 
areas of policy research, such as, modelling frameworks, trade policy, trade and migration, trade 
and the environment, trade and unemployment " 

 

 
Die gemeinsame Handelspolitik der Europäischen Union nach Lissabon - Bungenberg, Marc; Herrmann, 
Christoph, Nomos, 2011, 225 p. 

"Die gemeinsame Handelspolitik (GHP) werden im vorliegenden Tagungsband von Experten der 
GHP umfassend untersucht und kommentiert. Dabei werden zahlreiche bereits jetzt aufgeworfene 
Fragen der neuen GHP aufgegriffen, etwa nach den verfassungsrechtlichen Grenzen der 
Weiterentwicklung der GHP, nach der zukünftigen Rolle der Mitgliedstaaten in der WTO sowie 
nach der zukünftigen europäischen Investitionsschutzpolitik." 

 

 
Regulation of international trade - Trebilcock, M. J. Howse, Robert, Eliason, Antonia. - Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2013, 
x, 948 p. 

"Drawing on a wide variety of classic and contemporary sources, respected authors Trebilcock and 
Howse here provide a critical analysis of the institutions and agreements that have shaped 
international trade rules. In light of the growing debate over globalization, they include special 
sections examinations of topics such as: agriculture, services and trade-related intellectual property 
rights, labor rights, the environment, migration, competition." 

 

Library weekly newsletter on International Trade  

 
The EP Library's weekly electronic newsletter covers EU positions, academic studies and press articles on 
International trade issues. Browse the archive and sign up. For more information please visit our Library 
intranet pages on International Trade (Contact: Nils Hammarlund, Ext. 42871 and Odile Maisse, Ext. 46201) 
 

Press releases 

 
EU–Iraq agreement: new opportunities to boost democracy 
Article - 15-01-2013  

Iraq can enjoy new economic opportunities and receive a boost to its efforts to promote democracy and human 
rights in the country thanks to its first-ever framework agreement with the EU. That is the view of Italian 
Christian Democrat MEP Mario Mauro, who is responsible for steering the agreement through Parliament. He 
is recommending his fellow MEPs to approve the partnership and cooperation agreement at the vote on 
Thursday. We spoke to him about how the EU can help Iraq.   
 
Putin's Russia not yet ready for genuine EU partnership, say MEPs 
Press release - 13-12-2012  
 

Russia can become a strategic partner to the EU only if it shares and upholds EU democratic principles and 
values, said MEPs in a resolution voted on Thursday. EU-Russia relations are still suffering from Russia's 
failure to embrace democratic values fully and strengthen the rule of law. Yet talks on a comprehensive new 
EU-Russia pact must continue, despite Russia's lack of enthusiasm for them, adds the text.  
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Important Meetings and Events 

 
WTO events 

 
28 January Dispute Settlement Body  
29-31 January 
19-21 February 

General Council 
Trade Policy Review: Japan  

25-26 February General Council  
27 February Dispute Settlement Body  
20-22 March Trade Policy Review: Argentina  
26 March Dispute Settlement Body  

Events calendar 2013 
Summits and Events 

 
24-January EU-Brazil Summit, Brasilia, Brazil 
26 - 27 January EU-CELAC Summit, Santiago de Chile, Chile 
25-February EU-Ukraine Summit, Brussels, Belgium  

Useful links 

 
INTA Links: 

List of INTA Members  
INTA Intranet & E-Committee 
INTA Internet 

 
EU Links:  

European Commission - Trade 
European Council 
Council of Ministers  
Irish presidency  
 

Other Links 
WTO 
Documents and publications 

 

Calendar of committee's meetings for 2013 

 
The next regular meeting of the Committee on International Trade is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 
February 20, 2013, from 9.00-12.30 & 15.00-18.30 and on Thursday February 21, 2013 from 09.00-12.30 in 
Brussels. The calendar of 2013 meetings can be found here.  
 

Back to Content 
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