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CHAIR'S WELCOME 
In this first 
meeting after the 
winter holidays, to 
be held on 23-24 
January, the ENVI 
Committee will 
consider again a 
wide range of 
topics from carbon 

markets and ship recycling to breakfast and honey. The 
Committee will also hold three rounds of discussion with 
Irish ministers on the Presidency's work programme in the 
fields of environment, health and food safety. 

In the beginning of the year I would like to remind you that 
2013 marks the UN International Year of Water 
Cooperation. The objective of this International Year is to 
raise awareness on the challenges facing water 
management in the light of increased demand for water 
access, allocation and services, and on the potential of 
increased cooperation. I encourage you to visit the UN's 
dedicated website to see more about this year's programme.               

                                                                    Matthias Groote 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NEXT MEETING 
 
Radioactive substances in water intended for human 
consumption 
Adoption of draft report 

Radionucleides are potential 
toxic contaminants of drinking 
water and as such regulated in 
the EU under the Drinking 
Water Directive 98/83/EC 
(DWD), whose provisions had 
to be complied with by the 
Member States by the end of 
2003. However, the requirements of the DWD for 
monitoring tritium and the total indicative dose have not 
been implemented so far. The proposal seeks to close this 
implementation gap by including the respective 
requirements into a new, specific Council directive on the 
basis of the Euroatom Treaty rather than into the DWD 
itself.  

The Rapporteur in her draft report proposes, in particular 
to change the legal basis to the pertinent TFEU provisions 
on environment, and to strengthen human health protection 
by differentiating monitoring requirements as regards 
natural and artificial sources of radioactivity as well as 
regards different exposure groups (namely children), in 
line with current recommendations of the International 
Commission on Radiological Protection. Amendments 
tabled by ENVI Members concern the monitoring 

requirements and reference levels for different 
radionucleides as well as the obligations for Member 
States regarding protection/remediation measures and 
information to be provided to the public.  

Rapporteur: Rivasi (Greens/EFA)                Procedure file 
Shadows: Mikolášik (EPP), Tănăsescu (S&D), Panayotov 
(ALDE), Rosbach (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) . AM  

 
The protection of public health from endocrine disrupters 
Adoption of draft report 

The endocrine system regulates much of what happens in 
the body, including reproduction, metabolism, growth, salt 
and water balance and cardiac function. There is a 
disturbing trend particularly with regard to human 
reproductive capacity, where endocrine disruptors are 
thought to be a contributory factor. There has been a 
particularly noticeable increase in potential reproductive 
disorders; and we are also seeing a rise in the number of 
birth deformities, cancers and cases of diabetes, and the 
incidence of neurological development disorders such as 
autism and ADHD is also on the increase.  

The Rapporteur underlines that there are measures which 
can be adopted rapidly to increase protection for the most 
vulnerable groups, directed to restrict the use of endocrine 
disruptors in products aimed at specific target groups, such 
as skin care products, textiles and toys with specific areas 
of application. In particular this report asks for more 
stringent safety requirements, also be applied when 
building and furnishing pre-schools and schools and other 
premises where children stay for prolonged periods; 
implementation of appropriate tests for identifying 
endocrine disruptors; definition of criteria need for the 
interpretation of the tests; and introduction in all relevant 
EU legislation appropriate testing requirements for the 
identification of substances with endocrine-disrupting 
properties; 

A comprehensive set of compromise and consolidated 
amendments have been negotiated by the Rapporteur and 
the shadows. 

Rapporteur: Westlund (S&D)                 Procedure file 
Shadows: Klass(EPP), Lepage (ALDE), Rivasi/Schlyter 
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Rossi (EFD),Sousa (GUE/NGL) 
AM 
 
Improving the delivery of benefits from EU environment 
measures: building confidence through better knowledge 
and responsiveness 
Adoption of draft report 

The Communication by the Commission, which serves as a 
basis for this non-legislative report, intends to enhance the 
implementation and enforcement of EU environment 
legislation in order to improve the state of the environment 
and reverse downward trends which are moving away from 
sustainability. That includes improving knowledge of the 
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state of the environment via more effective information 
systems; and better responsiveness to deal with problems 
on the ground through improved inspections and 
surveillance, better complaint-handling and access. 

Subsidiarity is a key issue for the Rapporteur. In that 
respect he emphasises the role of local and regional 
authorities in implementing EU legislation, the importance 
of a multilevel governance approach, the need to reduce 
administrative burdens, and the need to provide financial 
means to the local and regional authorities. In addition, he 
also refers to the need for more transparency and access to 
justice. 

Rapporteur: Rossi (EFD)                Procedure file 
Shadows: Florenz (EPP), Leinen (S&D), Skylakakis (ALDE),  
Hassi (Greens/EFA), Rosbach (ECR), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 
AM, AD 
 
 
CITES COP-16 
Adoption of draft motion for a resolution, AM 1-59 

The 16th meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties to the 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
will be held from 3 to 14 March 
2013 in Bangkok. In this draft 
resolution the Parliament calls for 
the precautionary principle to be 
applied as a leading principle 
throughout the negotiations while also taking into account 
the user-pays principle, the ecosystem approach and 
traditional conservation principles. The EP also calls for 
more transparency in the decision-making process, and 
urges the Commission to ensure continuity of funding. The 
draft resolution also makes pleas for specific species. 

 
The European Innovation Partnership on Active and 
Healthy Ageing 
Adoption of draft report 

The European Union is ageing, with its population of 65 
years plus doubling by 2060 from the current 85 million to 
151 million. Active and healthy ageing has to be seen from 
a life-course perspective, and as such, it also refers to 
younger generations. The Rapporteur underlines the 
interaction between place and person, by stressing the 
influence of the conditions characterizing a certain place 
(environment) on the way people mature and grow old. In 
particular in her report she calls for adopting a definition of 
active and healthy ageing, as formulated by the WHO; a 
strategy to promote and formally recognise the value of 
older people, the value of their experience and of their 
contribution to society; implementing a life-course 
perspective; increasing older people’s participation in 
decision- and policy-makings; and applying an holistic 
approach in regard to prevention. 

Rapporteur: Liotard (GUE/NGL) Procedure file 
Shadows: Antonescu (EPP), Pirillo (S&D), Taylor (ALDE), 
Brepoels (Greens/EFA), Rossi (EFD) 
 

 
Discharge for 2011 
Adoption of draft opinion for EU agencies, section III, EFSA, EMA, EEA, 
ECDC, ECHA 

The ENVI Discharge Rapporteur recommends to grant 
discharge to the Commission in respect of expenditure in 
the areas of environmental and climate policy, public 
health and food safety for the financial year 2011 as well 
as to all the related Agencies. 

Rapporteur: Haug (S&D)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Fernandes (EPP), Zanoni (ALDE), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
Procedure file: ECDC, ECHA, EEA, EFSA, EMA 

 
Basic safety standards for protection against the dangers 
arising from exposure to ionising radiation 
Consideration of draft report 

The proposed directive sets out the basic safety standards 
(BSS) to protect the health of the public, patients and 
workers against the dangers of ionising radiation. It builds 
on the the recently updated recommendations of the 
International Commission for Radiological Protection, 
including now also natural radiation sources.  

In his draft report, the Rapporteur welcomes the proposal 
as a further step towards improving protection against 
exposure to ionising radiation. He seeks to avoid possible 
conflicts in the disposal of different radioactive materials 
and reduce the administrative burden related to 
requirements for certain medical devices. On the other 
hand, he opposes to include a specific chapter on 
protection of the environment in the BSS. He is concerned 
that the scientific basis for determining the impact of 
radiation on non-human species is currently insufficient 
and questions that a better protection can indeed be 
achieved. The issue should instead be dealt with in a 
separate legal act, once sufficient data are available, on the 
basis of the environmental provisions of the Lisbon Treaty. 

Rapporteur: Ulmer (EPP)  Procedure file 
Shadows: Tănăsescu (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Rivasi 
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL) 
 
 
Ship recycling 
Consideration of amendments   

Under the Waste Shipment 
Regulation (EC/1013/2006) 
EU-flagged ships going for 
dismantling are classified 
as hazardous waste to be 
dismantled only in OECD 
countries. However, this legislation is almost 
systematically circumvented by EU-flagged ships. The 
proposal aims at reducing the negative impacts linked to 
the recycling of EU-flagged ships, especially in South 
Asia. Once adopted, the regulation would bring into force 
an early implementation of the Hong Kong International 
Convention for the Safe and Environmentally Sound 
Recycling of Ships (see next point).  

In his draft report, the Rapporteur seeks to strengthen the 
Commission proposal by proposing a financial mechanism 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2104(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1038/Karl-Heinz_FLORENZ.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4262/Jo_LEINEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97018/Theodoros_SKYLAKAKIS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28321/Satu_HASSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96664/Anna_ROSBACH.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96706/Jo%25C3%25A3o_FERREIRA.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/922/922248/922248en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/peti/ad/921/921207/921207en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/re/916/916938/916938en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/921/921008/921008en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/915/915688/915688en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2258(INI)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96702/Elena%20Oana_ANTONESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96890/Mario_PIRILLO.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/112620/Rebecca_TAYLOR.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28463/FRIEDA_BREPOELS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/97196/Oreste_ROSSI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920689/920689en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920681/920681en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920686/920686en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920687/920687en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920685/920685en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920683/920683en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pa/920/920684/920684en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/1914/Jutta_HAUG.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/2226(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96899/Jos%C3%A9%20Manuel_FERNANDES.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/108329/Andrea_ZANONI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28182/Kartika%20Tamara_LIOTARD.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2195(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2203(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2187(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2196(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2012/2190(DEC)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/921/921092/921092en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/pr/921/921092/921092en.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28221/Thomas_ULMER.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?reference=2011/0254(NLE)&l=en
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96847/CLAUDIU%20CIPRIAN_TANASESCU.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/38602/%25D0%2592%25D0%25BB%25D0%25B0%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%20%25D0%25A2%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B4%25D0%25BE%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25B2_%25D0%259F%25D0%2590%25D0%259D%25D0%2590%25D0%2599%25D0%259E%25D0%25A2%25D0%259E%25D0%2592.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743/Mich%25C3%25A8le_RIVASI.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23705/Miroslav_OUZK%C3%9D.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96741/Sabine_WILS.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/documents/envi/am/922/922165/922165en.pdf


 
 
 
 
 

 

ENVI News / January 2013 / Issue No1  3 

to finance environmentally sound recycling of ships, an 
inventory of hazardous materials for EU and non-EU ships 
calling at EU ports, ship recycling plans approved by 
competent authorities, clearer requirements on ship 
recycling facilities and verification of their standards, and 
criminal sanctions for certain violations. 

Amendments tabled to ENVI deal with, in particular, 
different financial instruments (insurance and guarantee 
schemes), the prevention of hazardous waste, the 
requirements on ships to-be-recycled and recycling 
facilities, and compliance issues. 

Rapporteur:  Schlyter (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Prodi (S&D), Davies (ALDE),  van 
Dalen (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 
 
Hong Kong International Convention for the Safe and 
Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 

The Parliament has to give its consent pursuant to Art. 
218(6)(v) of the Lisbon Treaty before Council adopts a 
decision concluding this international agreement. The 
Hong Kong Convention aims at ensuring that ships, when 
going to dismantling at the end of their operational live, do 
not pose unnecessary risks to human health and safety and 
to the environment. The Convention was adopted in 2009 
within the International Maritime Organisation and is 
intended as a special convention for the recycling of ships.  

Rapporteur:  Schlyter (Greens/EFA)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Fjellner (EPP), Ayala Sender (S&D), Davies (ALDE),  
van Dalen (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 
 
Modalities for reaching the 2020 target to reduce CO2 
emissions from new passenger cars 
Consideration of draft report 

The Commission 
proposal aims to 
amend the existing 
Regulation (EC) No. 
443/2009 to define the 
modalities for 
reaching the 2020 
target to reduce CO2 
emissions from new 

passenger cars. In his draft report, the Rapporteur generally 
supports the Commission's confirmation of the 95g 
CO2/km target from 2020 onwards but considers that 
manufacturers should be given greater flexibility through 
the extension of the system of super credits beyond 2015 
as proposed by the Commission and instead to 2020 and to 
allow for savings to be available until the end of 2023. He 
also considers that the derogations should apply to those 
manufacturers producing fewer than 1000 passenger cars 
per year, rather than 500 as proposed by the Commission. 

Rapporteur: Ulmer (EPP)        Procedure file 

Shadows: Pirillo (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Harms (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Rossi (EFD)  
 
 
 

Temporary derogation from the EU ETS Directive - 
"Stop the clock" 
Consideration of draft report 

The Commission proposes a derogation from Article 16 of 
the EU ETS Directive so that action will not be taken 
against aircraft operators that do not meet the Directive's 
reporting and compliance obligations arising before the 
ICAO Assembly for non-European flights. As such it 
would cover obligations arising in respect of emissions in 
2010, 2011 and 2012 covering flights to and from airports 
in third countries outside the EEA and closely connected 
areas. 

The Rapporteur welcomes the proposal and supports its 
quick adoption. He proposes amendments to bring more 
legal clarity to the text such as explicitly specifying which 
requirements will be covered by the derogation and how 
many and which kind of allowances operators have to 
return to make use of the derogation; providing a legal 
basis for the reduction of auctioning amounts; 
reconfirming that the derogation applies for one year only 
and cannot be prolonged; finally, clarity on what is exactly 
expected from ICAO.  

Rapporteur:   Liese (EPP)   Procedure file  
Shadows: Groote (S&D), Davies (ALDE), Hassi (Greens/EFA), 
Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski (EFD) 
 
 
Amendment of directive relating to honey 

Consideration of draft report 

The Commission proposed to 
amend Directive 2001/110/EC 
relating to honey in order to 
align the existing Commission 
implementing powers with the 
provisions laid down in the 
Lisbon Treaty and to clarify that 
pollen is not an ingredient but a constituent particular to 
honey.  

The Rapporteur in her draft report agrees with the 
Commission proposal and further clarifies that pollen is a 
constituent to honey. Furthermore, she is of the view that 
technical characteristics related to names, product 
descriptions and definitions, and composition criteria are 
all essential elements and as such should not be updated by 
delegated acts but by legislation. 

Rapporteur: Girling (ECR)       Procedure file 
Shadows:  Peterle (EPP), Tabajdi (S&D), Reimers (ALDE), Staes 
(Greens/EFA), Ferreira (GUE/NGL) 
 
 
Current Challenges and Opportunities for Renewable 
Energy in the European Internal Energy Market 
Consideration of draft opinion 

The Commission Communication entitled "Renewable 
energy - a major player in the European energy market" 
explains how renewable energy is being integrated into the 
single market, giving some guidance on the current 
framework until 2020 and outlining possible policy options 
for beyond 2020. In her draft opinion, the Rapporteur 
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underlines the increasing role of renewable energy and 
points out that it should be developed as part of the overall 
energy system. This should include the development ICT-
based smart grids, an European support scheme, the 
development of energy and CO2 storage technologies 
under Horizon 2020 as well as efficient use of waste in 
energy production. The role of the Agency for the 
Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER) should be 
strengthened in order to complete an integrated and 
transparent electricity and gas market.   

Rapporteur:  Mazej Kukovic (EPP)      Procedure file 
Shadows: Ulvskog (S&D), Panayotov (ALDE), Ford (ECR), Wils 
(GUE/NGL) 
 
 
“Breakfast Omnibus” (alignment of certain acts with 
regards to powers to be conferred to the European 
Commission) 
Consideration of amendments 

The “Breakfast 
Omnibus” proposal 
concerns a number of 
Directives relating to 
certain foods such as 
coffee extracts and 
chicory extracts, cocoa 
and chocolate products, 

certain sugars, fruit jams, jellies and marmalades and 
sweetened chestnut purée, and certain dehydrated 
preserved milk. The aim is to align the implementing 
powers of the Commission for these directives to the 
provisions of the Lisbon Treaty, in particular in order to 
promptly adapt or update technical elements of the 
Annexes to developments in international standards (e.g. 
Codex Alimentarius) and/or technical progress. 

The Rapporteur in his draft report notes that the proposed 
scope of delegated acts would also include the amending of 
characteristics that affect the descriptions, definitions or 
names of products, that is, essential elements of the basic 
acts. He therefore proposes to limit the scope of delegated 
acts to non-essential elements only, as provided for by 
Article 290 TFEU, and for a renewable 5 year period 
subject to review. 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)  Procedure file  
Shadows:  Auconie (EPP), Reimers (ALDE), Staes 
(Greens/EFA), Ouzký (ECR), Liotard (GUE/NGL) 
 
 
ETS back-loading: amendment of Directive 2003/87/EC 
clarifying provisions on the timing of auctions of 
greenhouse gas allowances 
Consideration of amendments 

The EU's emission trading system (ETS) has created the 
world's first major carbon market and an EU-wide carbon 
price. Part of this infrastructure relates to the modalities for 
auctioning of emissions allowances, where the Directive 
2003/87/EC confers implementing powers to the 
Commission, notably through the adoption of a regulation 
on "the timing, administration and other aspects" of 
auctioning. In the context of an ongoing debate about the 
need and options for possible future action to address 

imbalances between supply and demand of allowances, in 
July 2012 the Commission proposed to urgently clarify the 
scope of the Commission's implementing powers.  

In his draft report the Rapporteur proposes to allow the 
Commission to adapt the auction timetable under the 
condition that there will be only one such adaptation 
during the third trading period of EU ETS (2013-2020). 
Moreover, adapting the auction timetable should be 
considered a short-term measure and should not undermine 
stability and predictability of the EU ETS. Altogether 42 
amendments were tabled. While some completely reject 
the Commission's proposal, others focus on back-loading 
issue or on structural measures (such as revision of the 
linear reduction factor or permanent withholding of 
number of allowances). 

Rapporteur:  Groote (S&D)       Procedure file 
Shadows: Korhola (EPP), Davies (ALDE), Eickhout 
(Greens/EFA), Callanan (ECR), Wils (GUE/NGL), Cymanski 
(EFD) 
 
 
Oral question 2012/06 by Chris Davies on neonicotinoid 
pesticides 
Exchange of views with Commission representatives 

Findings of several recent studies suggest sub-lethal effects 
of neonicotinoid pesticides on bees. The Commission is 
asked whether, in view of the latest scientific evidence 
regarding the threat to bee populations, it now accepts the 
need to adopt a precautionary approach, and whether it will 
propose EU-wide restrictions on the use of neonicotinoid 
pesticides.  

Presentations of documents relating to the link between 
bees and neonicotinoid pesticides are also foreseen. While 
in the first case it is an internal EP Briefing Note, the 
second presentation will focus on EFSA Peer Reviews of 
three neonicotinoid pesticides risk assessment for bees.  
 
Oral question ; EP Briefing Note and EFSA Peer reviews 1, 2, 3 

 
State of play of carbon capture and storage (CCS) 
Exchange of views 

Concerns have been expressed that CCS development has 
not been proceeding at 
the intended rate, with 
projects not advancing 
as planned. In 
particular, in the 
context of the 
Commission's Decision 
of 18 December 2012 
under the NER 300 

funding programme (CCS and innovative renewables), no 
CCS projects were awarded funds. The Commission has 
therefore been asked in this exchange of view to focus on 
the state of play as regards planned CCS projects and 
prospects for future development.  
 
 
Special Report No 15/2012 - Management of conflict of 
interest in selected EU Agencies 
Exchange of views on the report by the European Court of Auditors 
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RECENTLY ADOPTED IN COMMITTEE Exchange of views with the Irish Presidency  
 

 a report on the conclusion of the Nagoya-Kuala 
Lumpur Supplementary Protocol on Liability and 
Redress to the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety; 

The ENVI Committee 
holds three rounds of 
discussion with the Irish 
Presidency on the 
Presidency's work 
programme related 
environment, public 
health and food safety. 

The Committee will receive Phil Hogan, Minister for the 
Environment, Community and Local Government; Simon 
Coveney, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 
and James Reilly, Minister for Health. 

 a report on sound level of motor vehicles 

 an opinion on transparency of measures 
regulating the prices of medicinal products for 
human use and their inclusion in the scope of 
public health insurance systems; 

 approval on the early second reading agreement 
on food intended for infants and young children 
and food for special medical purpose ; 

  oral question on the European Union's next steps 
with a view to preparing UNFCCC COP 19.  

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&tbo=d&biw=1920&bih=897&tbm=isch&tbnid=2MxlblnCkAR1ZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.merrionstreet.ie/index.php/2012/07/irelands-presidency-of-the-council-of-the-european-union-in-2013/&docid=gFekZnCzSqIfIM&imgurl=http://www.merrionstreet.ie/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/Irish-Eu-Logo-post.jpg&w=425&h=300&ei=PFr5UNH_KoyYhQe76IHQDA&zoom=1�
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NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES 
 
European Environment Agency (EEA) 
 

Clean air will be the focus of EU 
environmental policy discussions throughout 
2013, the Year of Air. The European 
Environment Agency (EEA) provides a 
wealth of information underpinning the 

review of air pollutant legislation. More 
 
European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) 

ECHA recommends 10 substances of 
very high concern (SVHC) for 
authorisation under REACH. The 

recommended chemicals are classified as carcinogenic or 
toxic to reproduction and are used in applications where 
there is potential for worker exposure. More 

 
European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) 

Follow on a weekly basis inter alia the 
evolution of the current influenza wave or 
other communicable diseases in Europe 
more.. 

 

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) 

 
EFSA scientists have identified a 
number of risks posed to bees by three 
neonicotinoid pesticides - clothianidin, 
imidacloprid and thiamethoxam. More 

 
European Medicines Agency (EMA) 

The EMA’s Committee for 
Medicinal Products for Human 
Use (CHMP) has confirmed the 
recommendation by the 
Pharmacovigilance Risk 

Assessment Committee to suspend the marketing 
authorisations of Tredaptive, Pelzont and Trevaclyn 
(nicotinic acid/laropiprant) used to treat adults with 
dyslipidaemia (abnormally high blood levels of fats such as 
triglycerides and cholesterol). A new study results show that 
the benefits of these medicines no longer outweigh the risks 
and that their marketing authorisations should be suspended. 
These medicines will no longer be available from the week 

arting on 21 January 2013. 
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The EP Library regularly prepares the briefings 
which serve as an overview of published expert 
information on a current topic in parliamentary 
work. 

b  and blog. 
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 Watch online 
Watch the Committee meeting live on the EP web site or on Europarl TV.  
Past meetings are available via the EP Live

 
 multimedia library  and you can also download the extracts of speakers. 
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