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THURSDAY 6 DECEMBER 2012 
9H00 - 12H30 (PUBLIC MEETING) 

 
 

1. ADOPTION OF DRAFT AGENDA  
The draft agenda (in EN) was emailed to Members 
on 29 November 2012 and is in the file for this 
meeting.  
 

 
 

2. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman draws the attention of Members to 
the following points: 
 
 
2.1 Languages available: 
 BG, CS, DA, DE, EL, EN, ES, FI, FR, HU, 

IT, LT, NL, PL, RO and SV. 
 

 
2.2 Webstreaming: 

Members are informed that this CONT 
meeting will be webstreamed on the following 
link:  
 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-europarl-
internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 

 
Please be aware that each time a speaker 
activates the microphone to make an 
intervention the camera will be automatically 
directed to the speaker. 
 

 
 

Issue 22/2012
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3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 

CONT MEETING 
The file contains minutes of the meeting of  

- 6 November 2012 which was emailed to CONT 
Members on 20 November 2012, 

If no objections are received before the end of the 
meeting, the minutes will be deemed approved. 
 
 

4. 2011 DISCHARGE: EU 

GENERAL BUDGET, SECTION 
III, COMMISSION 

 CONT/7/10295 
 Rapporteur: Jens Geier (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Philippe Godts and Christian 

Ehlers  
 Exchange of views 

-  first with the Member of the European Commission 
responsible for Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Dacian Cioloș, in the presence of the Members of 
the European Court of Auditors responsible, 
Augustyn Kubik and Rasa Budbergytė 

-  then with the Member of the European Commission 
responsible for Energy, Günther Oettinger, in the 
presence of the Member of the European Court of 
Auditors responsible, Henri Grethen 

 
 
The documents of particular relevance for the 
exchange of views as regards the 2011 Commission 
discharge are: 

- The ECA's 2011 Annual Report, Chapters 1, 3, 4 
and 5,  

- The Commission's follow-up report COM (2012) 
585 final, and SWD (2012) 340 final, 

- The respective annual activity report of the 
Director General. 

These documents are available on: 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/cont/
publications.html?id=CONT00004#menuzone 
 
In accordance with the timetable for the discharge 
procedure, the written questions for this meeting 
were sent to the Commission on 27 November 2012 
and e-mailed on the same day. 
 
The answers from the Commission are expected on 
5 December at 9 am, pursuant to the "practical 
arrangements". 

 
The "practical arrangements" are attached to this 
newsletter for convenience.  
 
It is proposed that today's hearing of the two 
Commissioners shall proceed as follows: 
- Introduction by the Member of the European 

Court of Auditors, who will present the 
findings of the respective chapters of the Annual 
Report 2011, 

- Commissioner in charge will reply to this 
introduction, 

- CONT rapporteur will put questions to the 
Commissioner and the Court, 

- Other Members will question the 
Commissioner and/or the Court, 

- Closing remarks by the CONT rapporteur. 
 
 
 

* 
*    * 

 
 

11H00 - 12H30 
 
 

*** ELECTRONIC VOTE *** 
 
 

5. SPECIAL REPORT NO 6/2012: 
‘EUROPEAN UNION 
ASSISTANCE TO THE TURKISH 
CYPRIOT COMMUNITY’ 

 CONT/7/09664 
 Rapporteur: Ivailo Kalfin (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Jean-Jacques Gay 
 Adoption of draft report 
 
 
The audit of the ECA covered the period from the 
adoption of Regulation (EC) N°389/2006 (adopted 
on 27 February 2006, with an initial allocation of 
258,8 million euro) to the third quarter 2011. This 
allocation was the amount which had been 
earmarked for the Turkish Cypriot community in 
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the event that a settlement was reached before 
accession. 
 
Following the Court's findings, Ivailo Kalfin 
(S&D), the CONT rapporteur, drafted 
recommendations which were presented to 
Members of the Committee on 6 November 2012. 
 
Considering the significant number of amendments 
submitted (107 written amendments and 11 oral 
amendments), the rapporteur presented his position 
on the amendments during the CONT meeting of 27 
November. 
 
BUDG and AFET committees submitted their 
opinion to the draft report. 
 
The voting list will be sent to Members as soon as 
available. 
 
 
 

6. SPECIAL REPORT NO 13/2011 

(2011 DISCHARGE): DOES THE 
CONTROL OF CUSTOMS 
PROCEDURE 42 PREVENT AND 
DETECT VALUE ADDED TAX 
(VAT) EVASION? 

 CONT/7/08664 
 Rapporteur: Bart Staes (Verts/ALE) 
 Administrator responsible: Rudolfs Verdins 
 Adoption of draft report 
 
 
Customs procedure 42 is the regime a trader uses in 
order to obtain a VAT exemption when the goods 
imported from outside the EU into the Member 
State of importation will be transported to a second 
Member State. The main objective of the Court's 
audit was to assess whether the Commission and 
Member States have set up an effective regulatory 
and control framework in respect of this procedure 
and whether this control prevents and detects VAT 
evasion. 
 
The draft report was sent to Members of the 
committee on 18 October 2012.  
 
Eight amendments were submitted by the deadline 
of 12 November 2012. 

 
The voting list will be sent to Members as soon as 
available. 
 
 

*** END OF ELECTRONIC VOTE *** 
 
 

7. SPECIAL REPORT NO 4/2012 

(DISCHARGE 2011): 'USING 
STRUCTURAL AND COHESION 
FUNDS TO CO-FINANCE 
TRANSPORT INFRASTRUCTURES 
IN SEAPORTS: AN EFFECTIVE 
INVESTMENT?' 

 CONT/7/09439 
 Rapporteur: Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D) 
 Administrator responsible: Urszula Mojkowska 
 Consideration of draft report in the presence of the 

Member of the European Court of Auditors responsible, 
Ovidiu Ispir 

 
 
Since 2000, the EU has made available around 
6, 2 billion Euros through the Structural and 
Cohesion Funds to co-finance the construction of 
seaport infrastructures. The investments are 
managed by the regional authorities and the 
European Commission.  
In its Special Report No 4/2012 the European Court 
of Auditors assessed whether the transport 
infrastructure projects in seaports were effective by 
examining the objectives and outputs of 27 projects 
assisted by the ERDF and the Cohesion Fund and 
the way in which Member States had managed this 
expenditure and the Commission had supervised the 
process. 
 
Against the backdrop of the Court's findings, the 
CONT rapporteur, Bogusław Liberadzki (S&D) 
drafted recommendations which will be presented to 
Members of the Committee. 
 
Deadline for tabling amendments is on 
12 December 2012, 12.00.  
The draft report will be voted in committee on 
21 January 2013. 
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8. EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH 

GIOVANNI KESSLER, DIRECTOR-
GENERAL OF THE EUROPEAN 
ANTI-FRAUD OFFICE (OLAF) 

 
 
 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
 

10. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 
 
The next meeting of the Committee on Budgetary 
Control will take place in Brussels on: 
 

 17 December 2012, 15.00 – 18.30 
 18 December 2012, 9.00 – 12.30 
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05/06//2012 

2011 DISCHARGE 
 

Practical arrangements for the questioning of Commissioners in the 2011 
discharge procedure 

 
1 Timetable 
 

 As attached 
 

2 Questions 
 In general, before the hearing, written questions followed by written 

answers are not expected. However, there may be written questions on 
matters which are technical or very specific, so as to allow preparation 
of replies by the Commissioner.  

 Written questions will be submitted to the Commission 6 working days 
before the hearing. Written answers will be provided by the 
Commission to the committee 24 hours before the meeting at the 
latest. In the event that the hearing falls on a Monday afternoon, the 
replies will be received already on the preceding Friday at noon. Both 
questions and answers will be in English as much as possible. 

 

3 Duration of the hearing 
 Approximately 60 minutes per Commissioner.  

 

4 Seating arrangements 
 The Commissioner and 1 aide will sit on the podium, together with the 

Member of the Court. Alternatively, the Commissioner and his or her 
services and cabinet (max. 10) may sit in the body of the room.  

 

5 Procedure during the hearing  
 Introduction by the European Court of Auditors, which submits its 

findings according to its annual and special reports. (max. 7 minutes) 

 The Commissioner may make a brief presentation of the Commission's 
replies to these findings (5 minutes max.) (No general statement). 

 The EP rapporteur puts question and Commissioner / Court replies. 
The rapporteur seeks the Commissioner’s view but Commissioner’s 
staff can reply to certain questions, if needed. 

 Other EP Members question the Commissioner or the Court. 
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 This first round of questions could be followed by a second round of 
questions by the rapporteur and then other EP Members, if time allows. 

Possibly winding up comments at the end by EP rapporteur, Court, 
Commissioner or Chair. 

 

6 After the hearing 
 Treatment of confidential documents: Annex II of the Framework 

Agreement applies. 

 Supplementary documents asked for during the hearing, should be 
provided to the rapporteur within five working days, when possible. 

 

7 After the hearing 
 These practical arrangements for the conduct of the hearings have no 

influence on possible informal meetings between the rapporteur and 
Commissioners'/Commission staff. 

 
 


