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I am pleased to be here today to meet this Committee as President of the EU Fisheries 

Council.   This is Ireland’s 7th Presidency of the EU and the  40th anniversary of Ireland’s 

accession to the European Community. This is our first time operating under the terms of the 

Lisbon Treaty which has introduced important legislative changes on the conduct of business 

at EU level, most particularly in relation to the Common Fisheries Policy.  We are the first 

part of the trio of Member States also involving Lithuania and Greece.

Ireland’s overall theme for our Presidency Policy Programme is focused on stability, jobs and 

growth.  It is a work programme with people-centred recovery at its core. In every single 

policy area across the nine EU Councils we chair as Presidency, we are working for 

substantial decisions and real progress. It is a comprehensive programme about securing 

stability, about investing in job-friendly growth and about Europe in the world. As President 

of the EU Fisheries Council my overall vision is to build a modern and competitive fisheries 

sector which is important not only for jobs and growth, but also for sustainable, long-term 

global food security.

The top priority of the Irish Presidency in the realm of fisheries is to progress and adopt a 

new reformed Common Fisheries Policy. There are also important international EU fisheries 

negotiations which will be progressed or indeed concluded during the first six months of the 

year and certain other fisheries legislative proposals for adoption.   However, the focus of the 

Irish Presidency will be on delivering the CFP reform.   I propose to pursue an ambitious 

programme of work at Council level and I hope that this will be matched by the Parliament.   

I am confident that if we as Council and Parliament, with the support of Commissioner 

Damanaki, commit to an intensive programme of trilogues over the coming months on all 

three legal instruments in the reform, we can secure political agreement on a reformed CFP 

during the Irish Presidency.   We are at different positions for each legislative proposal.  For 

both the Basic Regulation and the EMFF there is work to be completed by both of our 

institutions before we are in a position to commence trilogues  I will review where we are at 

present and set down the programme of work that I consider will be required to deliver the 

reform during the Irish Presidency.  



As you are aware, in 2011 the Commission tabled three legislative proposals involving the 

Basic Regulation, the Common Organisation of the Markets Regulation and the European 

Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regulation. Since then extensive work has been undertaken and 

very good progress has been made. In 2012, the Council adopted a General Approach on the 

Basic Regulation which committed to an ambitious programme of reform. 

Your Committee has done its part and agreed amendments to the Commission proposal on 

the Basic Regulation in December 2012 and I understand that a vote of the Plenary is 

planned for February.  In relation to the Common Organisation of the Markets Regulation, 

the Council has agreed a General Approach and the Parliament has adopted its 1st Reading of 

the proposal. Council agreed at last October’s Council a partial General Approach on the 

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund. Your Committee is, I understand, expected to vote in 

March/ April.

Ireland’s Presidency objective is to reach a political agreement on all three Regulations by the 

end of June 2013.   Cleary this objective can only be realised if there is strong commitment 

from the Council, the Parliament and particularly this Committee, and also the Commission.   

In order to deliver on this objective, we have set out the following ambitious, indicative, 

timelines for delivery of the key elements:

Common Organisation of the Markets Regulation: we are working on developing 

Council’s negotiating mandate during January and hope to commence trilogues with you and

the EU Commission in February.  I understand that there is agreement on all sides to this 

work programme.  I hope that this work can be completed in the first part of the year.

Basic Regulation: we are planning to complete the Council’s position on the outstanding 

issues at the February Fisheries Council.   As soon as we have the Parliament’s position, we 

will also commence the development of Councils negotiating mandate. I hope that it will be 

possible to commence trilogues in March and conclude negotiations with completion of an 

‘early 1st reading agreement by the end of June.

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund Regulation: At Council level we are planning to 

finalise the Council’s General Approach on outstanding issues in April and commence the 



development of Council’s negotiating mandate in April/May.  This is of course dependant on 

the Parliament being in a position to engage in trilogues in May, and will involve your 

Committee being in a position to engage after the vote in Committee; with a view to the 

completion of negotiations and a 1st Reading Agreement by the end of June.

There are significant challenges on issues between the Council and the Parliament.  However, 

it is very important to note that there is significant common ground on many of the critical 

issues on the reform.  The Parliament, Council and Commission are all strongly supportive of 

a new CFP that places sustainability at the core of the policy.  This involves a  commitment 

to deliver fisheries exploitation at maximum sustainable yield, an end to the unacceptable 

practice of discarding of fish at sea, that Producer Organisations should be strengthened and 

given a central role in the organisation of the market for their members and an acceptance 

that the policy must to a greater degree be developed at regional level with the active 

involvement of stakeholders.  There are divergent views on the detail of these policies but the 

core values are, I believe, accepted by all of the institutions.  

There is one matter that has been the cause of disagreement and friction between the Council 

and Parliament over the past two years.  There is the difficult issue of inter-institutional roles 

within Multi annual plans under Article 43 of the Lisbon Treaty. I fully understand from my 

informal discussions with you the seriousness of this issue for the Parliament.  I also am fully 

aware that there is a strong alternative view within the Council.

  I appreciate that a resolution to this issue is needed as part of the reformed CFP.   I will 

admit here today that I do not have a solution that would be acceptable to both the Council 

and Parliament.  However, we can not allow this issue to derail the reform, which it has the 

capacity to do.  We must work to find an acceptable solution.   At next week’s Fisheries 

Council I will be asking my fellow Minsters to discuss this issue in detail and to explore 

possible ways forward.   We are not ruling out any possible ways forward including 

attempting to reach agreement on one of the existing plans.  However, as this is a strategic 

issue at the centre of the reform of the CFP, I think that it will need to be addressed in the 

first instance in that context.  I believe that in the end we can resolve our differences but it 

will take engagement on all sides and while I am not able to guarantee success, I will 

guarantee to do all in my power to find an acceptable resolution over the coming months.  



There are other important dossiers within the Irish Presidency programme of work which will 

be progressed subject to time being available.  These include the Technical Measures for the 

Skagerrak and the alignment of existing Regulations with the Lisbon Treaty.      The external 

dimension of the CFP is important and the Irish Presidency will progress Fisheries 

Partnership Agreements.   The EU/Moroccan Fisheries Agreement negotiations are 

underway.  The agreement itself is vey important for fishing fleets within the EU and an 

agreement is expected to be concluded in the near future. There are important issues from a 

humanitarian perspective involved with this agreement and accordingly both the Council and 

the Parliament will carefully examine any agreement reached in that regard.    

The delivery of this programme of work is ambitious and will require commitment from 

Member States, the Commission and this Committee.   The Presidency will endeavour to 

work constructively to deliver the programme of work and I am seeking a strong endorsement 

of the Fisheries Council next week when we hold our first meeting of the Irish Presidency for 

the planned programme. This work programme can of course only be delivered if there is a 

real partnership approach with the Parliament.  I am asking here today for your positive 

endorsement of this ambitious programme of work.  As you are well aware this will be 

difficult, but not impossible to achieve.  I have committed to do the utmost that I can to 

achieve our common goals. The Irish Presidency will work closely with the Member States, 

the Commission and of course the European Parliament to complete the Reform of the CFP.

I am on the other hand concerned that if all three Institutions take a cautious stepwise 

approach to the reform, the result may be that no reform will be delivered during the lifetime 

of this Parliament and the current Commission. I have looked closely at all the issues, the 

procedures to be gone through and the timelines and believe that, with absolute commitment 

and close engagement by all the Institutions coupled with a real willingness to compromise,

we can reach political agreement satisfactory to all by the end of the Irish Presidency. This 

Committee will be absolutely critical to whether or not we can all achieve this shared 

objective and I genuinely look forward to a strong and positive engagement with this 

Committee over the coming months. 

Thank You.




