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The seminar for journalists organised by the European Parliament's Press Service on 30 January 2013 is meant to provide an 
overview of the work being carried out on the EU Asylum Legislation Package. The package is made up of recasts of existing 
laws plus some new legislation, aiming to establish a Common European Asylum System with common minimum standards, 
harmonised procedures, uniform protection status and closer cooperation among EU Member States. 
Parliament's work on the Asylum Package is being steered by the Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs Committee, for 
endorsement by the Parliament as a whole in the coming months.  
This leaflet provides extracts from a compilation of papers prepared by the European Parliament's Policy Department on 
"Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs" in relation to EU asylum legislation.  
Within the European Parliament, the role of policy departments is three-fold: to provide timely specialised advice to all 
parliamentary bodies; to carry out research addressing their needs; to manage the budgets for external expertise according to 
the decisions taken by committees, under the supervision of the directors and the directors-general. 
Scan the QR code or just click on the title of the publication to access it directly. 
 

 

The influence of ECJ and ECtHR case law on asylum and immigration 
Available in FR  -  Executive summary and conclusions available in EN  - April 2012 

This study maintains that measuring the influence of the case law of the European Court of Human 
Rights in Strasbourg and the Court of Justice of the European Union in Luxembourg in the field of 
asylum and immigration enables important observations to be made. The Strasbourg Court 
continues to play a decisive role in the protection of the fundamental rights of migrants. Its 
abundant case law has shaped European asylum and immigration law. On the other hand, the case 

 

law of the Luxembourg Court lacks in volume, although the quality of some of its decisions demonstrates its great 
potential in interpreting EU law and framing  Member  States’  actions. The  amount  of  difficulties  faced  by  national

courts when dealing with asylum and immigration proceedings must encourage the European courts, particularly the Court of Justice, 
to engage more actively in the judicial protection of individuals. 
Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 

Gender related asylum claims in Europe 
Available in EN and FR  -  November 2012 

Across the EU, women constitute on average one in three of those applying for asylum in their 
own right. These are women who have been forced to flee from rape, sexual violence, torture and 
other human rights abuses overseas. This research paper was prepared in response to long-
standing concerns that national asylum systems across Europe fall well short of this requirement. 
It considers the law, policies and practice for gender-related asylum claims in nine EU Member  

 
States. The resulting comparative analysis demonstrates the many disparities in the way EU Member States 
handle such claims. The report concludes that women are not guaranteed consistent  gender-sensitive  treatment 

when they seek protection in Europe. The paper makes a number of recommendations for a range of institutions in order to 
achieve a gender-sensitive asylum system across Europe. 
Committee:  Women's Rights and Gender Equality 
 

“Climate refugees” - legal and policy responses to environmentally induced migration  
Available in EN  -  December 2011 

Environmentally induced migration has gained enormous attention from researchers, activists 
and the media in recent years. Various analysts have proffered estimates as to the number of 
environmentally induced migrants, the most influential of which suggest 200 million by 2050. 
This study sets out to examine the legal and policy aspects of climate and environmental related 
displacement. It assesses to what extent the current EU framework and specific instruments for 

 

immigration and asylum already offer adequate response to climate induced displacement and how the legal 
framework could evolve in order to provide an improved response. It also clarifies in which  way  such  a  modified

legal framework can be rooted in the Lisbon Treaty including the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 
Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=FR&file=73275
http://www.ipolnet.ep.parl.union.eu/ipolnet/webdav/site/myjahiasite/shared/poldepc/equality/PE462.438_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=77887
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/studiesdownload.html?languageDocument=EN&file=30457
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The implementation of Article 80 TFEU - on the principle of solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility, including 
its financial implications, between the Member States in the field of border checks, asylum and immigration 
Available in EN, FR, DE, ES and IT  -  April 2011  
This study assesses the scope and implications of Article 80 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, which 
relates to the principle of solidarity and fair sharing of responsibility between Member States in the field of Border Checks, 
Asylum and Immigration. It analyses primary and secondary sources of European law in order to identify the implications of 
this article in terms of obligations and jurisdiction. Its conclusions outline some practical solutions for the implementation of 
new solidarity mechanisms in the field of EU immigration and asylum policies including their application to ongoing  border
protection challenges from North Africa. 
Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 

The status of persons who have been denied refugee status and who cannot be returned to their country of origin 
Available in EN and FR  -  February 2010  
This briefing paper aims to provide information on the reasons why the denial of refugee does not necessarily lead to the 
return of the person concerned and change to the status of deportable alien. Although usually, according to national law, 
final decisions rejecting an asylum application are connected with an order to leave, there are however, a variety of “post-
asylum procedures”, before authorities will actually enforce a deportation order. This paper looks at the major reasons for 
the  unfeasibility  to  return  persons.   It  addresses  the  question  of the legal status of non-returnable persons and it  makes 
recommendations to establish some common rules and practices on post-asylum procedures. 

Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 

Setting up a common European asylum system 
Available in EN and FR  -  August 2010 
This study assesses the evaluation process of the first generation of asylum instruments whilst underlining the possibilities 
of improving it. It also analyses the asylum "acquis" and puts forward short-term recommendations. The main areas dealt 
with include the distribution of refugees between Member States, the eligibility for protection (qualification), the status of 
protected persons as regards detention and vulnerability, asylum procedures, as well as the external dimension of asylum. 
The study also focuses on the long-term evolution of the  Common European  Asylum  System  in terms of its legal dimension, 
the institutional dimension and its substantive dimension (including the problematic of "environmental/climate refugees"), among others. 
Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 
 

What system of burden-sharing between Member states for the reception of asylum seeker?  
Available in EN and FR  -  January 2010 
In spite of the EU commitment to create a Common European Asylum System, standards and chances of being granted 
protection vary widely between Member States. As a result, a European solidarity approach has been called for to address 
the current problems. In view of possible European mechanisms for sharing responsibilities in receiving asylum seekers, 
there is little information on the pressures of asylum reception borne by the Member States. This study looks at differences 
in asylum related costs and pressures between Member States. Finally, it examines policy options for how these costs  could 
be shared between Member States and how different options will have different levels of impact.  
Committee:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

 

*** 
 

Policy Departments 
Effective parliamentary work relies on specialised, objective, high-quality and up-to-date information. To this end, five units 
responsible for research, analysis and policy advice, known as policy departments, were created to provide this expert advice. Their 
activities cover all areas of competence of the European Parliament, producing high-level independent advice, based on research 
carried out either in-house or by external researchers.  
Policy departments deliver a wide range of expertise, comprising texts as diverse as in-depth studies on complex legislative issues, 
comparative studies and short background briefings. These documents aim to support the work of the various parliamentary bodies. 
They serve a variety of purposes: they can feed directly into the legislative work of a specific committee or serve as a briefing for 
delegations of Members. Apart from a few confidential documents, all texts produced by the policy departments are available on the 
Parliament’s website for the benefit of all Members and the wider public.  
  

Contacts:  

 

IPOL Policy Department C 
Citizens' Rights and Constitutional Affairs poldep-citizens@europarl.europa.eu 

 

Where to find the studies?  
Link to the e-studies database: www.europarl.europa.eu/studies.html  
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