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Energy Roadmap 2050: Renewables, energy efficiency and a post-2020 strategy  
 
Renewables, energy efficiency and defining a 2030 policy framework with clear targets 
to provide a stable legal environment for investors are the key elements for moving to a 
decarbonised energy system by 2050, said Energy Committee on Thursday in its 
resolution on the Energy Roadmap 2050. 
 
"EU’s energy policy has an important role to play amidst the economic and financial crisis in 
spurring growth and economic competitiveness and creating jobs in the EU. Commission 
should propose post-2020 strategies and present as soon as possible a 2030 policy framework 
for European energy policy" said the rapporteur, Niki Tzavela (EFD, EL)  
 
Renewables and energy efficiency 
 
Members of the Energy Committee support the conclusion that increased deployment of 
renewables, energy efficiency and energy infrastructure are the 'no regret' options to achieve a 
decarbonised 2050 energy system and they invite the Commission to "explore a combined 
'high renewables and high energy efficiency' scenario".  
 
Clear targets and investor security 
 
Commission should present a post-2020 strategy which would be consistent with the EU's 
2050 decarbonisation agenda, said Energy Committee in its resolution. Milestones and targets 
on emissions, renewable energy and energy efficiency should be developed with the aim of 
establishing an "ambitious and stable" legal and regulatory framework. This requires however 
"pan-European governance", says the text.  
 
The role of gas 
 
MEPs agree that natural gas will play an important role in the short to medium term in the 
transformation of the energy system, since it represents a "relatively quick and cost-efficient" 
way of reducing reliance on other more polluting fossil fuels and a potentially "flexible back-
up" for balancing variable renewable energy supply. 
 
Social dimension 
 
Special attention should be given to energy poverty and employment, say MEPs adding that 
the Commission, member states and local authorities should find tailored solutions with a 
special emphasis to low-income and vulnerable households. 
 
Next steps 
 



The vote in plenary will take place in March (provisional timetable).  
 
Background information 
 
European Commission presented last December a roadmap for moving to a decarbonised 
energy system by 2050, which would enable EU to deliver greenhouse gas reductions in line 
with the 80 to 95% target agreed. 
 
Procedure: own-initiative report 
Vote in committee: 35 votes in favour, 9 against and 14 abstentions 
In the chair: Amalia SARTORI (EPP, IT) 
 
 
  
Draft report and tabled amendments (point 12 on the agenda) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/itre/itre_20130123_0900.htm 
 
Profile of rapporteur Niki Tzavela (EFD, EL) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96660/NIKI_TZAVELA.html 
 
Website of the Industry, Research and Energy Committee 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE 
 
Interview with Ms Niki Tzavela 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130121STO05424/html/Niki-
Tzavela-Renewable-energy-will-move-to-the-centre-of-the-EU-energy-mix 
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This is an informal message intended to help journalists covering the work of the 
European Parliament.  It is neither an official press release nor a comprehensive 
record of proceedings. 
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