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Nuclear stress tests: Energy Committee asks for full implementation of 
safety improvements 
 
The urgent implementation of all safety improvements recommended from the stress tests 
and the need for nuclear operators to cover for the costs of these improvements and all 
costs for which they are liable in the case of a potential accident were the main proposals 
in a motion for a resolution adopted by Energy Committee on Thursday, 24 January. 
 
"After Fukushima we couldn't avoid taking concrete measures to increase our citizens' safety. 
Today's resolution shows how the EP is working hard to assure our people a better controlled and 
safer environment to live in. Having a more precise idea of which are the standards applied 
throughout Europe will allow a better control and preparation towards the accidents that could 
eventually occur in our territory. Our plants must be equipped and the operators and the 
competent authorities must be able to prevent these accidents as much as possible and to 
promptly intervene to limit the damage", said the rapporteur and Energy Committee Chair Ms 
Amalia Sartori (EPP, IT). 
 
Urgent implementation of safety improvements 
 
"The stress tests did show that practically all nuclear power plants need to implement site specific 
safety improvements", say MEPs calling for the urgent implementation of the necessary upgrade 
measures. They recommend to give a leading role to ENSREG in monitoring the implementation 
of the peer-review recommendations on the basis of national action plans whilst stressing that 
"whatever the costs of such improvements they must be entirely supported by the nuclear 
operators and not by the tax payer". 
 
Nuclear safety directive and nuclear liability 
 
Members of the Energy Committee welcome the upcoming revision of the Nuclear Safety 
Directive which should be "ambitious" and lead to major improvements. They also welcome 
Commission's intention to propose "legislative and non-legislative instruments" for nuclear 
insurance and liability while stressing that nuclear operators and waste licensees should have "full 
financial security provisions in place in order to enable them to fully cover all costs for which they 
are liable for damage caused to people and the environment in the event of an accident'. 
 
Nuclear stress tests 
 
The text underlines that the stress tests were "limited in scope" and did not extend to off-site 
emergency preparedness despite their importance to limit the impact of potential nuclear 
accidents on the population, noting that in the EU, 47 nuclear power plants with 111 reactors 
have more than 100 000 inhabitant living within 30km.  
 
Next steps 
 
The motion for a resolution with an oral question will be tabled in plenary in February or March. 
 
Procedure: motion for a resolution 
Vote in committee: 48 votes in favour, 5 against and 7 abstentions 
In the chair: Amalia SARTORI (EPP, IT) 
 



Draft motion for a resolution and tabled amendments (point 13 on the agenda) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2009_2014/organes/itre/itre_20130123_0900.htm 
 
Profile of rapporteur Amalia Sartori (EPP, IT) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/4423/AMALIA_SARTORI.html 
 
Website of the Industry, Research and Energy Committee 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ITRE 
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