
 

 
Press release - 05.02.2013 

"Europe needs its Connecting Facility!" EP rapporteurs say ahead of EU Council 
 
While Heads of State and Government should find an agreement on the multiannual 
financial framework (MFF) 2014-2020 soon, MEPs call on maintaining the budget allocated 
to the Connecting Europe Facility. Its €50 billions envelope has indeed served as the main 
adjustment variable during the last discussions in the Council. 
 
For Dominique RIQUET (EPP, FR), Ines AYALA SENDER (S&D, ES) and Adina-Ioana VALEAN 
(ALDE, RO) rapporteurs on this dossier, "the Connecting Europe Facility represents one of the 
most performing tools at our disposal to stir growth, employment and competitiveness in Europe : 
let us not sacrifice it in the name of austerity!" 
 
This new fund aims at supporting infrastructure projects in the fields of transport, energy and 
telecommunications. It should ensure smooth mobility and security of energy supply within the 
internal market, and provide all citizens with access to broadband, while strengthening the EU's 
leading position in a number of cutting edge technologies and preserving the environment for the 
next generations. 
 
Given the necessity to restore public finances, which all Member State are facing, the three MEPs 
remind that the CEF is a way to optimise public spending by promoting cross-sector projects and 
the use of innovative financial instruments, while including sanctions in case of mismanagement 
of EU funds. 
 
According to the MEPs, who come from the three main political groups in the European 
Parliament, "the new EU budget must illustrate our political ambitions and respond to the 
economic, social and environmental challenges. Instead of keeping the Member States glued to a 
spending structure inherited from the eighties, give us a MFF orientated towards a more 
competitive future and providing the necessary tools for growth and jobs!"  
 
Next steps 
 
The Transport and Industry committees adopted the legislative resolution on Tuesday 18 
December 2012 with 81 votes in favour, 8 against and 5 abstentions. They mandated 
Parliament's negotiating team to open talks with the Council in order to find a first reading 
agreement, and decided to schedule a plenary vote only thereafter. Negotiations are not expected 
to start before March. 
 
Links 
 
Press release following committees' vote (18.02.2012) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-
PRESS+20121217IPR04710+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN 
 
Legislative observatory  
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5967952 
  
 
Profile of Adina Ioana Valean (ALDE, RO) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/ADINA-IOANA_VALEAN.html 
 
Profile of Dominique Riquet (EPP, FR) 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20121217IPR04710+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+IM-PRESS+20121217IPR04710+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/file.jsp?id=5967952
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/37324/ADINA-IOANA_VALEAN.html


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/el/96885/DOMINIQUE_RIQUET.html 
 
Profile of Inés Ayala-Sender (S&D, ES) 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28292/INES_AYALA%20SENDER.html 
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