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Wednesday  20 February 2013 
 
From 09.00 - 12.30 
and 15.00 to 18.30 
 
Room:  ASP 3G2 

 
In the Chair: Alain Lamassoure, Chairman 

 
 
 
 
1.  Adoption of agenda 
 
The Draft Agenda was circulated to Members on 6 Feb-
ruary 2013 and was published on the website the same 
day.  
 
 
2.  Chairman's announcements 
 
2.1.    Languages available: 
 
BG, CS, DE, EN, ES, FR, HU, IT, NL, PL, PT, SV. 
 
 
2.2.   Webstreaming 
  
Members are informed that this BUDG meeting will be 
webstreamed (apart from Coordinators' meeting) on the 
following link:  http://www.europarl.europa.eu/wps-
europarl-internet/frd/live/live-program?language=en 
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Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the  
microphone to make an intervention the camera will  
be automatically directed to the speaker. 
 
 
 
3.  Approval of minutes :  

 
 23 January 2013 
 
 

 
4.  Election of a Vice-President  
 
Following Mr Ivailo Kalfin's resigantin as 4th Vice-
Chair of BUDG, Members will proceed to the election 
of a new Vice-Chair. 
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   Budget 2013 
 
                       Budget 2014 
 

 
 
5.   Exchange of views with  
      Commissioner J. Lewandowski 
 
Commissioner J. Lewandowski will update BUDG 
Members on the level of payments received by the end 
of 2012 (suspended claims of EUR 2.9 bln and the 
claims received in November and December 2012) and 
on the possible timing for settling those payments in the 
course of 2013.  
 
As a reminder, part of the deal on the 2013 budget were 
joint statements by the Parliament, the Council and the 
Commission on payments for 2012 and on payments 
for 2013, whereby the Commission agreed to present at 
an early stage in the year 2013 a draft budget covering 
the 2012 suspended claims (approximately EUR 2.9 bln 
by the end of October 2012) and to do what is necessary 
to cover the payment claims received in November and 
December 2012 as soon as possible and without preju-
dice to the sound budget implementation. At the last 
meeting of the Committee on Budgets on 23 January 
2013 the Commission presented a figure of EUR 16 bln 
payments received by the end of 2012, a figure much 
higher than the initial estimates. 
 
 
 
6.  Guidelines for the 2014 Budget -  

Section III 
 
Rapporteur: A. Jensen 
      
 Exchange of views and vote 
 
On 23 January, the General Rapporteur for the 2014 
budget, Ms Anne Jensen (ALDE) presented her draft 
report on the general guidelines for the 2014 Budget, 
which was followed by an exchange of views with 
BUDG Members.  

 
108 amendments were tabled, on the basis of which the 
General Rapporteur will present 11 compromise 
amendments. 
In line with the foreseen calendar, aiming at an adoption 
by Plenary ahead of the Spring budgetary Trilogue (19 
March 2013) and the presentation by the Commission 
of its draft budget foreseen by the end of April, the 
BUDG Committee will adopt its report on the guide-
lines. 
 

Date Body Event 

23 Jan BUDG  Exchange of views 
29 Jan  (12.00)  BUDG  Deadline for AMs 
20 February BUDG  Vote 
March  2013 Plenary  Vote 

 
 

 
EP  Budget 

 
 
 
 
7.  Exchange of views with  
     Vice-Presidents  G. Pittella,  
     A. Vidal-Quadras and Secretary- 
     General K. Welle 
 
According to the Rules of Procedure (Rules 79-79a), the 
Bureau is responsible for adopting the Preliminary Draft 
Estimates, the Committee on Budgets (BUDG) for 
adopting the Draft Estimates, and the plenary for adopt-
ing the Estimates. 
 
Under the calendar currently proposed, the EP Draft 
Estimates should be adopted by BUDG at its meeting 
of 20 March 2013, and EP Estimates by the Plenary in 
mid-April.  
 
Given calendar constraints, the cooperation initiated 
several years ago between the Bureau and the BUDG 
Committee seems all the more necessary. 
 
In terms of contents, key points for this year's negotia-
tion between the two bodies can be found in the Guide-
lines for the 2014 budget - Sections other than the 
Commission (P7_TA-PROV(2013)0048) adopted by the 
plenary on 6 February 2013.  
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The exchange of views with Vice-presidents Gianni Pit-
tella and Alejo Vidal-Quadras and Secretary-General 
Klaus Welle on the basis of the Preliminary Draft Esti-
mates document could, thus, help clarify for 2014 issues 
like what should be the continued impact of structural 
savings decided or proposed in recent years, what are 
the one-off implications of the European elections, etc. 
 
In terms of procedure, a tangible new sign of the in-
creased cooperation between the Bureau and BUDG 
committee is the fact that they now have a common 
structure for meeting regularly: the Joint Working 
Group (JWG) of the Bureau and the Committee on 
Budgets, which already met eight times.  
 
The exchange of views in BUDG today will, thus, cover 
both: 
 
 the proposed EP Preliminary draft estimates for the 

financial year 2014; 
 
 the draft preliminary conclusions of the Bureau-

BUDG JWG. 
 
 
 
 

 
MFF  - Own resources 

 
 
8.  MFF - Own resources 
 
 
 
Rapporteurs: R. Böge -  I. Kalfin / JL. Dehaene - A. Jensen 
  
Members will hold an first exchange of views on the 
agreement reached within European Council on 8 Feb-
ruary.  
 
Members have received last week a first technical analy-
sis of the figures agreed at the European Council pre-
pared by the secretariat 
 
 
 
 

 
9.  Supplementary Research Programme  
     for the ITER project (2014-2018) 
 
Rapporteur: N. Torvalds 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
Members will hold an exchange of views on the opinion 
to the ITRE committee on the future EU funding for 
ITER for the period 2014-2018 through the setting up 
of a Supplementary  Research Programme under the 
Euratom Treaty. 
 
The Draftperson, Mr Torvalds (ALDE), sticks to the 
official position taken by the Parliament in its interim 
report on MFF 2014-2020 in October 2012 and pro-
poses therefore to support the Commission's proposal 
of putting ITER over and above the ceilings of the MFF 
so as to ensure adequate funding for this project while at 
the same time protecting other EU programmes, mainly 
in the research field, from possible redeployments in 
favour of ITER, as happened in the past. 
  
 
 

Date Body Event 

20 Feb            BUDG  Exchange of views 
28 Feb    BUDG  Consideration of draft opinion 
6 March BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
26 March     BUDG Vote 

 
  
 
10.  Amendment of Regulation (EU, 
       Euratom) No 966/2012 as regards 
       the financing of European political 
       parties 
 
  Rapporteur: I.  Gräßle 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
Postponed 
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11.  Fishing opportunities and the  
      financial contribution provided for in 
      the Fisheries Partnership Agreement  
      between the EU and the Republic of 
      Madagascar 
  
Rapporteur: F. Alfonsi 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
The EU renegotiated its Fisheries Partnership Agree-
ments with the Republic of Madagascar. The new pro-
tocol covers a period of two years from the date of its 
signature. The overall aim is to reinforce cooperation 
between the European Union and the Republic of 
Madagascar, thereby consolidating the partnership 
framework within which to develop a sustainable fisher-
ies policy and sound exploitation of fishery resources in 
Madagascar’s fishing zone, in the interests of both Par-
ties.  
 
The new Protocol provides for a total financial contri-
bution of EUR 3 050 000 for the whole period for pres-
ervation and management of natural resources. 
 

Date Body Event 

20 Feb            BUDG  Exchange of views 
21 Feb  (10.00)  BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
4 March BUDG  Vote 
20 March     PECH Vote 

 
 
12.  Protocol between the EU and the  

  Islamic Republic of Mauritania  
  setting out fishing opportunities 
  and the financial contribution  
  provided for in the Fisheries Part 
  nership Agreement between the two 
  Parties currently in force 

  
Rapporteur: F. Alfonsi 
 
 Exchange of views  
 
The EU renegotiated its Fisheries Partnership Agree-
ments with the Islamic Republic of Mauretania.  

The new Protocol covers a period of two years from the 
date of its signature. 
 
The general aim is to strengthen the cooperation be-
tween the European Union and the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania with a view to establishing a sustainable fish-
eries policy and sound exploitation of fisheries resources 
in Mauritanian fishing zones, in the interests of both 
parties.  
 
The overall financial contribution of EUR 140 million 
provided for by the Protocol covers the entire period  
 

Date Body Event 

20 Feb            BUDG  Exchange of views 
21 Feb (10.00) BUDG  Deadline for amendments 
4 March BUDG  Vote 
20 March     PECH Vote 

 
 

 
Voting time 

 
 
13.  Guidelines for the 2014 Budget -  
       Section III 

 
 

Rapporteur: A. Jensen 
  
 Consideration and adoption 
 
See point 6 
 
 
14. Fishing opportunties and financial 
      contribution provided for by the  
      Fisheries Partnership Agreement  
      between the European Union and 
      the Republic of Mauritius 
 
Rapporteur: F. Alfonsi 
  
 Consideration and adoption  

 
The EU renegotiated its Fisheries Partnership Agree-
ments with the Republic of Mauritius.  
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The new agreement covers a period of six years from 
the date of signature and it is tacitly renewable for suc-
cessive periods of three years.The protocol covers a pe-
riod of 3 years. The new protocol provides fishing op-
portunities for 86 tuna vessels (41 purse seiners and 45 
long-liners). 
 
The new Protocol provides for a total financial contri-
bution of EUR 2 103 000 for the whole period and 
EUR 1 980 000 for the whole period for preservation 
and management of natural resources.  
  
The rapporteur proposes the adoption of the protocol. 
No amendments were tabled. 

 
 
15.   Budget 2013 - Section III 
 
Rapporteur: G. La Via 
 
 Any transfer request 
 
 
16.  Budget 2013 - Other sections 
 
Rapporteur: D. Vaughan 
 
 Any transfer request 
 
There is one transfer request from the European Court 
of Auditors on the agenda of the meeting: V/AB-
01/C/13. The detailed justification received is published 
in the meeting dossier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17.  Building policy 
 
Rapporteur: M. Hohlmeier 
 
 Any possible request 
 
 
18.  Any other business 
 
 
19.  Next meeting 
 
         28 February 2013- 15.00 - 18.30 - Brussels 


